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The shortest path between two truths in the real 
domain passes through the complex domain. 


Jacques Hadamard 


Preface 


In comparison with the first edition of this work, the main new features of 
this version of the book are these: 


e A number of important new problems have been added. 

e Many solutions to the problems presented in the first edition have been 
revised. 

e Alternative solutions to several problems have been provided 

e Section 4.6.5, “Blundon’s Inequalities,” has been added. It contains a 
brand new geometric proof of the fundamental triangle inequality based 
on the distance formulas established in the previous subsections. 

e A number of typographical errors and I4TpX infelicities have been cor- 
rected. 

e A few new works have been added to the references section. 


We would like to thank all readers who have written to us to express their 
appreciation of our book, as well as to all who provided pertinent comments 
and suggestions for future improvement of the text. Special thanks are given 
to Catalin Barbu, Dumitru Olteanu, Cosmin Pohoata, and Daniel Vacaretu 
for their careful proofreading of the material included in this edition. 


Happy reading! 


Richardson, TX Titu Andreescu 
Cluj-Napoca, Romania Dorin Andrica 
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Preface to the First Edition 


Solving algebraic equations has been historically one of the favorite topics of 
mathematicians. While linear equations are always solvable in real numbers, 
not all quadratic equations have this property. The simplest such equation is 
x? +1=0. Until the eighteenth century, mathematicians avoided quadratic 
equations that were not solvable over R. Leonhard Euler broke the ice by 
introducing the “number” \/—1 in his famous book Elements of Algebra as 
“neither nothing, nor greater than nothing, nor less than nothing” and ob- 
served the “notwithstanding this, these numbers present themselves to the 
mind; they exist in our imagination and we still have a sufficient idea of them 

. nothing prevents us from making use of these imaginary numbers and em- 
ploying them in calculation.” Euler denoted the number /—1 by i and called 
it the imaginary unit. This became one of the most useful symbols in mathe- 
matics. Using this symbol, one defines complex numbers as z = a+ bi, where 
a and b are real numbers. The study of complex numbers continues to this 
day and has been greatly elaborated over the last two and a half centuries; 
in fact, it is impossible to imagine modern mathematics without complex 
numbers. All mathematical domains make use of them in some way. This 
is true of other disciplines as well, including mechanics, theoretical physics, 
hydrodynamics, and chemistry. 

Our main goal is to introduce the reader to this fascinating subject. The 
book runs smoothly between key concepts and elementary results concerning 
complex numbers. The reader has the opportunity to learn how complex 
numbers can be employed in solving algebraic equations and to understand 
the geometric interpretation of complex numbers and the operations involving 
them. The theoretical part of the book is augmented by rich exercises and 
problems of various levels of difficulty. In Chaps. 3 and 4 we cover important 
applications in Euclidean geometry. Many geometric problems may be solved 
efficiently and elegantly using complex numbers. The wealth of examples we 
provide, the presentation of many topics in a personal manner, the presence 
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of numerous original problems, and the attention to detail in the solutions 
to selected exercises and problems are only some of the key features of this 
book. 

Among the techniques presented, for example, are those for the real and 
the complex products of complex numbers. In the language of complex num- 
bers, these are the analogues of the scalar and cross products, respectively. 
Employing these two products turns out to be efficient in solving numerous 
problems involving complex numbers. After covering this part, the reader will 
appreciate the use of these techniques. 

A special feature of the book is Chap. 5, an outstanding selection of genuine 
Olympiad and other important mathematical contest problems solved using 
the methods already presented. 

This work does not cover all aspects of complex numbers. It is not a course 
in complex analysis, but rather a stepping stone toward its study, which is 
why we have not used the standard notation e* for z = cost + isint or the 
usual power series expansions. 

The book reflects the unique experience of the authors. It distills a vast 
mathematical literature, most of which is unknown to the Western public, 
capturing the essence of an flourishing problem-solving culture. 

Our work is partly based on the Romanian version, Numere complexe 
de la A la... Z, written by D. Andrica and N. Bisboaca and published by 
Millennium in 2001 (see [17]). We are preserving the title of the Romanian 
edition and about 35% of the text. Even this 35% has been significantly 
improved and enhanced with up-to-date material. 

The targeted audience includes high school students and their teachers, un- 
dergraduates, mathematics contestants such as those training for Olympiads 
or the W.L. Putnam Mathematical Competition, their coaches, and everyone 
interested in essential mathematics. 

This book might spawn courses such as complex numbers and Euclidean 
geometry for prospective high school teachers, giving future educators ideas 
about things they could do with their brighter students or with a math club. 
This would be quite a welcome development. 

Special thanks are offered to Daniel Vacaretu, Nicolae Bigboaca, Gabriel 
Dospinescu, and Ioan Serdean for their careful proofreading of the final ver- 
sion of the manuscript. We would also like to thank the referees, who pro- 
vided pertinent suggestions that directly contributed to the improvement of 
the text. 


Richardson, TX Titu Andreescu 
Cluj-Napoca, Romania Dorin Andrica 


Contents 


WCE i Bek ee ee ee Phe dtl tech ote en vii 
Preface to the First Edition ................... 00.0.0 e eee ee ix 
IMGEACIOT ocd oA dent hide eh Seite eda aad Satin the xvii 
1 Complex Numbers in Algebraic Form..................... 1 
1.1 Algebraic Representation of Complex Numbers............. 1 
1.1.1 Definition of Complex Numbers .................... 1 
1.1.2 Properties Concerning Addition .................... 2 
1.1.3 Properties Concerning Multiplication ............... 3 
1.1.4 Complex Numbers in Algebraic Form ............... 5 
1.1.5 Powers of the Numberi..............2 00002 eee eee 7 
1.1.6 Conjugate of a Complex Number ................... 8 
1.1.7 The Modulus of a Complex Number ................ 10 
1.1.8 Solving Quadratic Equations.................2..04- 16 
UL: (Preeti. tk tected haw dba eed ante de 19 
1.2 Geometric Interpretation of the Algebraic Operations ....... 23 
1.2.1 Geometric Interpretation of a Complex Number ...... 23 
1.2.2 Geometric Interpretation of the Modulus ............ 24 
1.2.3. Geometric Interpretation of the Algebraic 

CHDEPAMIONS! oc diam ce wane ene aetna ivena shag Rhee ed 25 
ee Ae as) 5 a er er ee ee ee ee ee 29 
2 Complex Numbers in Trigonometric Form................ 31 
2.1 Polar Representation of Complex Numbers ................ 3l 
2.1.1 Polar Coordinates in the Plane..................... 31 
2.1.2 Polar Representation of a Complex Number ......... 33 

2.1.3 Operations with Complex Numbers in Polar 
Representation... ...c.0.006 1c Ga ewle cues eee eae 38 


xi 


xii 


Contents 


2.1.4 Geometric Interpretation of Multiplication........... Al 
Cte. PROMS. oii acd ee Gah ena tee bade oh eke Se 42 
22 Thesth Reote of Unity so. 2a. .ecsdes chan ce edaaagsane 44 
2.2.1 Defining the nth Roots of a Complex Number........ 44 
222 “The oi Hoots of Uaity so. u sence cd cna the nad bea wes 46 
2.2.9 Binomial Equations... 2.01.0. es. acevo ean ba beh es 54 
B22, Pealemige. cc .4 Gh ayaslen shad ese ha Ranae se bas 2atees 55 
Complex Numbers and Geometry ..................-.++5- 57 
3.1 Some Simple Geometric Notions and Properties ............ 57 
3.1.1 The Distance Between Two Points.................. 57 
ol2 Segments, Rays, and Limes... 6... cease ets ee eeus 58 
3.1.3 Dividing a Segment into a Given Ratio.............. 61 
3.1.4 Measure of an Angle......... 0... eee e eee eee ee ee 62 
3.1.5 Angle Between Two Lines .............. 0002 eee eee 65 
SL6 Botastiom ot @ Poimit occ iio c cesta cadena eeeias canes 65 
3.2 Conditions for Collinearity, Orthogonality, and Concyclicity.. 70 
S20) pliilar Tena les) iiss ceca edad tse Bae Aida 73 
2A. Eepdileteral Triatigtles oo. had oe Gua eens does cobs 76 
3.5 Some Analytic Geometry in the Complex Plane ............ 82 
Sool. Wgwaiion Gf a Lae. a cose oho ea eee mies 82 
3.5.2 Equation of a Line Determined by Two Points ....... 84 
3.5.3 The Area of a Triangle................ 22. eee eee eee 85 
3.5.4 Equation of a Line Determined by a Point 
Aticl @ IISCTWAY occ. aa pace tibicenx heen dae ben Ridees 88 
3.5.5 The Foot of a Perpendicular from a Point toa Line... 89 
3.5.6 Distance from a Point to a Line .............2 020555 90 
Soe “Th ies 5s heed natch mt dGeerd aod cated eae eh ogied 90 
36.1 Equation of a Circle: ....6..6 002.008 e. dee eae ees ee 90 
3.6.2. The Power of a Point with Respect to a Circle ....... 92 
3.6.3 Angle Between Two Circles............0.-0 eee eee 92 
More on Complex Numbers and Geometry ............... 97 
4.1 The Real Product of Two Complex Numbers...............- 97 
4.2 The Complex Product of Two Complex Numbers........... 104 
4.3 The Area of a Convex Polygon ............0..0000 cece eee 109 
4.4 Intersecting Cevians and Some Important Points 
drt & Titamie@le: 5 oc ses nc asie eva hited ede eae 112 
4.5 The Nine-Point Circle of Euler ...................2.000005 115 
4.6 Some Important Distances in a Triangle ................... 120 
4.6.1 Fundamental Invariants of a Triangle ............... 120 
Ans “Whe Distance OF 2 pci seenee bs addedaed et ee ee 121 
26.9 The Distance ty cick 5.26.4 pdvee eee ted che doa awee ed 122 
AGA “The Distamte OA i...) cece ele iewieddusednddien b4 124 


46.5 Blundon’s Inequalities «...s024 60402 0¢ 2b eee eae ees 125 


Contents 


4.7 Distance Between Two Points in the Plane of a Triangle..... 128 
4.7.1 Barycentric Coordinates........... 0. cece ee eee eae 128 
4.7.2. Distance Between Two Points in Barycentric 

COOPOMBTES: <0 ed-Paa ea lhe Bene eebae peadhdge nie 129 

4.8 The Area of a Triangle in Barycentric Coordinates.......... 132 

4.9 Orthopolar Triangles... oo cc. e cs ee ed sha ge Ca ee ee vena 138 
4.9.1 The Simson—Wallace Line and the Pedal Triangle..... 138 
4.9.2 Necessary and Sufficient Conditions 

for OTehopolarity : 35 died ence Lia sees teeaecians 145 

4.10 Area of the Antipedal Triangle .............. 00.00... eee 149 

4.11 Lagrange’s Theorem and Applications..................... 153 

4.12 Euler’s Center of an Inscribed Polygon .................... 162 

4.13 Some Geometric Transformations of the Complex Plane ..... 164 
AS Tatas bad s ora teas ey heed hun ak wee eas bReaea 164 
4.13.2 Reflection in the Real Axis ..............02.002005- 165 
413.3 Retlection ies Pot: acces enc ek ee kew sear has waded 165 
AL NGL MND 6 oo sb ence bk ee pce eg asd Geen ee ale weed ee 166 
4.13.5 Isometric Transformation of the Complex Plane ...... 167 
4.13.6 Morley’s Theotermt 2.00.00. 066 e eee eee eee 169 
FUSES 7 E3106 00) 1) 25, de ee Pa ea 172 
aL Ve DeSoto eects See ata nad as Dead Hee 174 

5 Olympiad-Caliber Problems ........................2-004- 175 

5.1 Problems Involving Moduli and Conjugates ................ 175 

5.2 Algebraic Equations and Polynomials ...................-- 192 

5.3 From Algebraic Identities to Geometric Properties.......... 198 

5.4 Solving Geometric Problems .............. 0... cee eee ee eee 207 

5.0 Solving Trigonometric Problems ....................+--06- 231 

5.6 More on the nth Roots of Unity ................6000 0.000 239 

5.7 Problems Involving Polygons.............. 0.00. e eee eee 249 

5.8 Complex Numbers and Combinatorics...............0.0005 258 

5.9 Miscellaneous Problems... 2.2.0 .0.064 2c cee ee ee 267 

6 Answers, Hints, and Solutions to Proposed Problems ..... 277 
6.1 Answers, Hints, and Solutions to Routine Problems ......... 277 
6.1.1 Problems (p. 19) from Section 1.1: Algebraic 
Representation of Complex Numbers................ 277 
6.1.2 Problems (p. 29) from Section 1.2: Geometric 
Interpretation of the Algebraic Operations........... 282 
6.1.3 Polar Representation of Complex Numbers .......... 283 
6.14 The sth Roots of Unity 2.060026 eee eee bee a ens 286 
6.1.5 Some Geometric Transformations of the Complex 
PIGS cake eaedia yet se he der senna ernaeeeeeer 291 
6.2 Solutions to the Olympiad-Caliber Problems ............... 292 


6.2.1 Problems Involving Moduli and Conjugates .......... 292 


xiv Contents 


6.2.2 Algebraic Equations and Polynomials ............... 305 
6.2.3 From Algebraic Identities to Geometric Properties .... 313 
6.2.4 Solving Geometric Problems ....................04. 317 
6.2.5 Solving Trigonometric Problems.................... 334 
6.2.6 More on the nth Roots of Unity.................... 343 
6.2.7 Problems Involving Polygons....................04. 352 
6.2.8 Complex Numbers and Combinatorics .............. 359 
6.2.9 Miscellaneous Problems ...................2.00005- 365 
eT hp a a ae ee 377 
Welerences 2... ida dined al eheddea ieee othe aee anna shea s aden 383 
Author Index. 2.0.6 e450 seed eed eee baad bene bee baw toes 387 


ru peOt: TMG ose dees pee be eda nig Pe he ee BE Oe Se ek es ee 389 


About the Authors 


Titu Andreescu received his B.A., M.S, and Ph.D. from the West Uni- 
versity of Timisoara, Romania. The topic of his doctoral dissertation was 
“Research on Diophantine Analysis and Applications.” Professor Andreescu 
currently teaches at the University of Texas at Dallas. Titu is past chairman 
of the USA Mathematical Olympiad, served as director of the MAA Ameri- 
can Mathematics Competitions (1998-2003), coach of the USA International 
Mathematical Olympiad Team (IMO) for 10 years (1993-2002), director of 
the Mathematical Olympiad Summer Program (1995-2002), and leader of 
the USA IMO Team (1995-2002). In 2002, Titu was elected member of the 
IMO Advisory Board, the governing body of the world’s most prestigious 
mathematics competition. Titu received the Edyth May Sliffe Award for Dis- 
tinguished High School Mathematics Teaching from the MAA in 1994 and a 
certificate of appreciation from the president of the MAA in 1995 for his out- 
standing service as coach of the Mathematical Olympiad Summer Program 
in preparing the US team for its perfect performance in Hong Kong at the 
1994 IMO. Titu’s contributions to numerous textbooks and problem books 
are recognized worldwide. 


Dorin Andrica received his Ph.D. in 1992 from “Babes-Bolyai” University 
in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, with a thesis on critical points and applications 
to the geometry of differentiable submanifolds. Professor Andrica has been 
chairman of the Department of Geometry at “Babes-Bolyai” in the period 
1995-2009. Dorin has written and contributed to numerous mathematics text- 
books, problem books, articles, and scientific papers at various levels. Dorin 
is an invited lecturer at university conferences around the world—Austria, 
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Egypt, France, Germany, Greece, the Netherlands, 
Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Turkey, and the USA. He is a member of the Romanian 
Committee for the Mathematics Olympiad and member of editorial boards 
of several international journals. Dorin has been a regular faculty member at 
the Canada-USA Mathcamps in the period 2001-2005 and at AwesomeMath 
in the period 2006-2011. 


XV 


Notation 


Z, The set of integers 

N The set of positive integers 

Q The set of rational numbers 

R The set of real numbers 

R The set of nonzero real numbers 

R The set of pairs of real numbers 

C The set of complex numbers 

Cc The set of nonzero complex numbers 


a, 0b} The set of real numbers x such that a < «<b 

a, b) The set of real numbers x such that a < a <b 

Zz The conjugate of the complex number z 

2| The modulus or absolute value of the complex number z 
AB The vector AB 

(AB) The open segment determined by A and B 

AB The closed segment determined by A and B 

(AB The open ray with origin A that contains B 

area [F] The area of figure F’ 

Un The set of nth roots of unity 


C(P;R) The circle centered at point P with radius R 
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Chapter 1 
Complex Numbers in Algebraic Form 


1.1 Algebraic Representation of Complex Numbers 


1.1.1 Definition of Complex Numbers 


In what follows, we assume that the definition and basic properties of the set 
of real numbers R are known. 

Let us consider the set R? = R x R = {(x, y)|z, y € R}. Two elements 
(a1, y1) and (x2, y2) of R? are equal if and only if 7; = v2 and yy = yp. 
The operations of addition and multiplication are defined on the set R? as 
follows: 


214+ 22 = (a1, yr) + (v2, yo) =(@1 + 22, yi + y2) € R? 


and 
21°22 = (1, yi): (@2, yo) = (e182 — yiy2, Liye + r2y1) € R’, 


for all 21 = (x1, yi) € R? and 22 = (x2, y2) € R?. 

The element z1 + 22 € R? is called the sum of z and z2, and the element 
21° 22 € R? is called the product of z, and z2 and will often be written simply 
Z1 22. 


Remarks. 


(1) If 21=(21,0)ER? and z2=(2x2,0)ER?, then 2122=(2172, 0). 
(2) If 21 = (0, y1) € R? and z2 = (0, ye) € R?, then 2122 = (—yiyo, 0). 


Examples. 


(1) Let 21 = (—5,6) and zg = (1, —2). Then 


z + 22 = (—5,6) + (1, —2) = (-4,4) 
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and 


2122 = (—5,6)- (1, —2) = (—5 +12, 10+ 6) = (7, 16). 


ft - ee, ae 
PTE 5 a aN eto 
et A i 3% 

22> => ‘ 
Oe he Oe Ak 8 3° 12 


Definition. The set R? together with the operations of addition and multi- 
plication is called the set of compler numbers, denoted by C. Every element 
z= (a, y) € C is called a compler number. 


and 


The notation C* is used to indicate the set C\{(0, 0)}. 


1.1.2 Properties Concerning Addition 


The addition of complex numbers satisfies the following properties: 


(a) Commutative law. 
zy +29 = 29+ 21 for all zy, 22 EC. 
(b) Associative law. 
(21 + 22) + 23 = 21 + (22 + 23) for all 21, zo, 23 € C. 
Indeed, if 21 = (v1, y1) € C, 22 = (22, yo) € C, 23 = (x3, y3) € C, then 
(z1 + 22) + 23 = [(@1, 91) + (2, y2)) + (as, ys) 


=(t1 +22, yi + yo) + (x3, ys) = (41 + B2) + 23, (yr + y2) + 93), 


and 
21 + (zo +23) = (1, y1) + [(#2, yo) + (x3, ys)] 


= (21, yi) + (42+ 23, yo t+ ys) = (v1 + (2 + 43), yr + (Yo + Y3))- 


The claim holds due to the associativity of the addition of real numbers. 
(c) Additive identity. There is a unique complex number 0 = (0, 0) such 
that 
z2+0=0+2=cfor allz = (a, y) €C. 
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(d) Additive inverse. For every complex number z = (a, y), there is a 
unique —z = (—x, —y) € C such that 


z+(-z) =(-z)+z=0. 


The reader can easily prove the claims (a), (c), and (d). 

The number 21 — z2 = 21 +(—22) is called the difference of the numbers 21 
and z2. The operation that assigns to the numbers z; and zz the number 
21 — 22 is called subtraction and is defined by 


z1— 22 = (21, yi) — (22, yo) = (41 — 22, yi — yo) EC. 


1.1.3 Properties Concerning Multiplication 


The multiplication of complex numbers satisfies the following properties: 


(a) Commutative law. 
21°22 = 22: 2 for allz,, 22 € C. 
(b) Associative law. 
(21 + 22) +23 = 21° (22° 23) for allz1, 22, 23 EC. 


(c) Multiplicative identity. There is a unique complex number 1 = 
(1, 0) € C such that 


z-l=1-z=czforallzeC. 


A simple algebraic manipulation is all that is needed to verify these 
equalities: 


z-l=(a, y)-(, 0)=(a@-1—-y-0, -0+y-1)=(2, y) =z 
and 
1-z=(1, 0)-(a, y)=(1-a-0-y, 1-y+0-2) = (2, y) =z. 


(d) Multiplicative inverse. For every complex number z = (a, y) € C*, 
there is a unique number 27! = (2’, y’) € C such that 


To find z~' = (2’, y’), observe that (x, y) 4 (0, 0) implies « 4 0 or y £0, 
and consequently, x? + y? 4 0. 
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The relation z- z~! = 1 gives (x, y)-(a’, y’) = (1, 0), or equivalently, 


ax! — yy’ = 1, 
yt’ + cy’ = 0. 


Solving this system with respect to 2’ and y’, one obtains 


eee 
v2 + y?’ 


be 2 Ae a 
xv et age Ne => 


hence the multiplicative inverse of the complex number z = (x, y) € C* is 


—1 x y * 
=> = C . 
‘ Z (at te) 


By the commutative law, we also have z~!- z= 1. 

Two complex numbers 2} = (#1, yi) € C and z = (a, y) € C* 
uniquely determine a third number, called their quotient, denoted by = and 
defined by 


z xv 
tans t= (er, n)-( y ) 


z v2 + y?? x+y? 


_ (mctyy UY tye 
42 + y? “ 42 + y? 


Examples. 


(1) Ifz=(1, 2), then 


aé 1 =9 1 42 
Z 0° = = : 
124 22’ 124 92 ee) 


(2) If z1 = (1, 2) and zg = (8, 4), then 


z  (3+8 -4+6)\ /1l1 2 
z. \9+16’ 9416) \25’ 25/)° 


An integer power of a complex number z € C%* is defined by 


z a0% zy Zi Ri 


, 


zg” =z-z---z for all integersn > 0 


n times 


and z” = (z~')~” for all integers n < 0. 


The following properties hold for all complex numbers z, 21, z2 € C* and 
for all integers m, n: 
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(1) gms gh = ymin, 
@) aa; 

(3) (en = 2%; 

(4) (21+ 22)” = 2q + 235 
(5) 


When z = 0, we define 0” = 0 for all integers n > 0. 


(e) Distributive law. 
21: (2a +23) = 21- 22+ 21-23 for all 21, 22, 23 EC. 


The above properties of addition and multiplication show that the set C 
of all complex numbers, together with these operations, forms a field. 


1.1.4 Complex Numbers in Algebraic Form 


For algebraic manipulation, it is inconvenient to represent a complex number 
as an ordered pair. For this reason, another form of writing is preferred. 

To introduce this new algebraic representation, consider the set R x {0}, 
together with the addition and multiplication operations defined on R?. The 
function 

f:R>Rx {0}, f(x) = (2, 0), 


is bijective, and moreover, 


The reader will not fail to notice that the algebraic operations on R x {0} 
are similar to the operations on R; therefore, we can identify the ordered pair 
(x, 0) with the number «x for all x € R. Hence we can use, by the above 
bijection f, the notation (xz, 0) = 2. 

Setting i = (0, 1), we obtain 


In this way, we obtain the following result. 


Proposition. Every complex number z = (x, y) can be uniquely represented 
in the form 
zZ=XL+Y, 


where x, y are real numbers. The relation i? = —1 holds. 
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The formula i? = —1 follows directly from the definition of multiplication: 
? =1-i=(0,1)- (0,1) = (—1,0) = -1. 


The expression x + yi is called the algebraic representation (form) of the 
complex number z = (x, y), so we can write C = {r+ yilx ER, yER, 7? = 
—1}. From now on, we will denote the complex number z = (2, y) by «+ iy. 
The real number x = Re(z) is called the real part of the complex number z, 
and similarly, y = Im(z) is called the imaginary part of z. Complex numbers 
of the form iy, y € R*, are called purely imaginary and the complex number 
zi is called the imaginary unit. 

The following relations are easy to verify: 


(a) z1 = 2 if and only if Re(z1) = Re(zz) and Im(z1) = Im(z2). 
(b) z € R if and only if Im(z) = 0. 
(c) z € C\R if and only if Im(z) 4 0. 


Using the algebraic representation, the usual operations with complex 
numbers can be performed as follows: 


1. Addition 
4+ 225 (a1 + yit) + (x9 + yot) = (a1 + x2) + (yi + y2)t EC. 


It is easy to observe that the sum of two complex numbers is a complex 
number whose real (imaginary) part is the sum of the real (imaginary) 
parts of the given numbers: 


Re(z1 + 22) = Re(z1) + Re(z2); 


Im(z1 + 22) = Im(z) + Im(z2). 


2. Multiplication 
21+ 29 = (a1 + yit) (x2 + yot) = (a1 22 — yiye) + (Tiy2 + Tayi)t € C. 
In other words, 
Re(z122) = Re(z1) - Re(z2) — Im(z1) - Im(z2) 


and 
Im(z122) = Im(z1) - Re(z2) + Im(z2) - Re(z1). 


For a real number 4 and a complex number z = x + yi, 
A+ z=XMat+yi)=AT+AyiEC 


is the product of a real number and a complex number. The following 
properties are obvious: 


(1) A(eq + 22) = Az + Aza; 
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(2) Ar(Azz) = (A1A2)2; 
(3) (Ay + A2)z = ,z24+ Agz for all z, 21, 22 € Cand A, Ay, A2 ER. 


In fact, relations (1) and (3) are special cases of the distributive law, and 
relation (2) comes from the associative law of multiplication for complex 
numbers. 

3. Subtraction 


zy — 22 = (a1 + yit) — (we + yot) = (a1 — 2) + (yi — yo2)t EC. 


That is, 


1.1.5 Powers of the Number 7 


The formulas for the powers of a complex number with integer exponents are 
preserved for the algebraic form z = x + ty. Setting z = i, we obtain 


C=P-ji=1, PH=t-i=iz; ig =P -i 
One can prove by induction that for every positive integer n, 


“An 1: gant i anh 


oad i; Ant? = -1; 


? 


gre of, 


Hence i” € {—1,1, —2, 2} for all integers n > 0. If n is a negative integer, we 


have 
1 —n 
foe) %a(2) =e) 
Examples. 
(1) We have 
G05 4 423.4 720 734 pA 2641 4 44543 4 45 4842 gp gp aH 2. 


(2) Let us solve the equation z? = 18 + 26i, where z = + yi and a, y are 
integers. We can write 
(a + yi)? = (a + yi)? (x + yi) = (w? —y? + 2ayi)(a + yi) 
= (2? — 3ry”) + (3a2y — y?)i = 18 + 263. 
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Using the definition of equality of complex numbers, we obtain 


x? — 3zy? = 18, 
327y — y? = 26. 


Setting y = tx in the equality 18(3x7y — y?) = 26(a° — 3ry”), let us observe 
that « #0 and y 4 0 implies 18(3¢ — t?) = 26(1 — 3t?), which is equivalent 
to (3t — 1)(3#2 —12t — 13) =0. 

The only rational solution of this equation is t = 33 hence, 


z=3, y=1, and z=3+i. 


1.1.6 Conjugate of a Complex Number 


For a complex number z = «+ yi the number 7 = x— yi is called the complex 
conjugate of z or occasionally the conjugate complex number of z. 


Proposition. 


(1) The relation z = Z holds if and only if z € R. 

(2) For every complex number z, the relation z = Z holds. 

(3) For every complex number z, the number z-Z € R is a nonnegative real 

number. 

(4) 2, + 2 = 21 + Ze (the conjugate of a sum is the sum of the conjugates). 
) By Fy = 2% + Ze (the conjugate of a product is the product of the conju- 

gates). 

(6) For every nonzero complex number z, the relation z—1 = (z)~1 holds. 


22 
conjugates). 
(8) The formulas 


(7) (2) = a zo # 0 (the conjugate of a quotient is the quotient of the 
22 


Reg 


are valid for all z € C. 


Proof. 


(1) If z = a+ yt, then the relation z = Z is equivalent to x + yi = x — yi. 
Hence 2yi = 0, so y = 0, and finally, z=a2 ER. 

(2) We have Z=2—- yi andZ=2—(-yji=r+yi=z. 

(3) Observe that 2-27 = (x+ yi)(a — yi) =a? +y? > 0. 

(4) Note that 


ZF 2g = (%1 + £2) + (yi + y2)t = (@1 + L2) — (yi + y2)i 
= (a — yt) + (@2 — yot) = 2% + Zo. 
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(5) We can write 


2 2g = (@1%2 — yiy2) + (Li y2 + ay )i 


= (122 — yry2) — (t1y2 + Loy1)t = (21 — yit)(x2 — yot) = Z1 + Ze. 
1 1 
(6) Because z-— = 1, we have (< . =) = 
Zz Zz 
Se 


yielding (z~!) = (z)7!. 
1 
(7) Observe that (2) = é . =) =Z- 
22 22 


(8) From the relations 


1 
1, and consequently, Z - (<) = 1, 
z 


Sir 
Sa 
I 
“| 
Si[- 
i 
AA 


z+z2= (e+ yt)+ (a —- yt) = 22, 
2-2 = (a+ yi) —(a— yi) = 2yi, 


it follows that 


(5’) ( ae) = Te forall  €C, = 1,2, 0.25 0 
k=1 


As a consequence of (5’) and (6), we have 
(5”) (2”) = (z)” for every integer n and for every z € C. If n < 0, then the 
formula holds for every z # 0. 


Comments. 


(a) To obtain the multiplicative inverse of a complex number z € C*, one 
can use the following approach: 


1 z L— yt x y 


z 2-2 w@+y2 gy? ety. 


(b) The complex conjugate allows us to obtain the quotient of two complex 
numbers as follows: 


4 21°22 (ti tyit)(te—yot) rite+yiye 4 ee aie 


— a) I 
qq BB L5+ Y3 ry + Ya a5 + Y3 
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Examples. 


(1) Compute z = 3+5 


oe rect 
Solution. We can write 


_ G+5i)B+4i) | 24-3) _ -5+35i | 80 ~ 60i 


9 — 16%? 16-9125» 25 
sO 208 se 2 
=— 3 = 


(2) Let 21, z2 € C. Prove that the number HE = 2, - Z2 + 21 - 22 is a real 
number. 


Solution. We have 


B= 2 -2g9+%1- 22 = 21°: 22+21-°-2Z2=E; soFeR. 


1.1.7 The Modulus of a Complex Number 


The number |z| = \/2? + y? is called the modulus or the absolute value of 
the complex number z = x + yi. For example, the complex numbers 


zy = 44 32, Zo = —31, 23 = 2 
have moduli 
lz| = V42+32=5,  |zo| = 0? + (—3)? =3, | z3| = V2? =2. 


Proposition. The following properties are satisfied: 


(1) —|z| < Re(z) < |z| and — |z| < Im(z) < |z|. 

(2) |z| > 0 for all z € C. Moreover, we have |z| = 0 if and only if z = 0. 

(3) [2] =|—2| =[2I. 

2: 7= 

(5) |z1- Z2| = |z1|-|z2| (the modulus of a product is the product of the moduli). 

(6) |z1| — |za] S za + 22] S |za] + |22l- 

(7) lela, 2 £0. 

(8) a ey. zo #0 (the modulus of a quotient is the quotient of the 
v2) 22 
moduli). 

(9) |za] — |2a] S |21 — 2a] S laa] + [22l- 


Proof. One can easily check that (1) through (4) hold. 


(5) We have |z1- a= (21° za)(A . 22) = (21 -Z1)(z2 - Za) = |z1|? . |z0/?, and 
consequently, |z1 - z2| = |z1| - |z2|, since |z| > 0 for all z € C. 
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(6) Observe that 
|z1+22|?= (21 +22)(21 + 22) = (414+22)(%1+%2) = |z1|?+21%2+21-20+|z0|?. 
Because 21 - 22 = 21° 22 = 21 - 22, it follows that 
2122 + 21+ 2g = 2Re(z Ze) < 2|z1 - Z| = 2|21| - |zal, 


whence 
|z1 + Z|? < (lza| + |z21)?, 


and consequently, |z1 + z2| < |z1| + |za|, as desired. 
In order to obtain the inequality on the left-hand side, note that 


\z1| = Fal + 22+ (—22)| < \z4 + 29| + | — 29| = \z1 + 29| + |zal, 


whence 
|z1| — |z2| < |z1 + 22]. 


1 1 1 1 
(7) Note that the relation z-— = 1 implies |z|- - =l,or - = ia Hence 
Zz Zz z Zz 
|z7"| = |z|-?. 
(8) We have 
z 1 ad 2 _ z 
af aa 2] = [ex2g"| lal a5 41 = Falla ve al 
22 22 |Z2| 
(9) We can write |z1| = |21— 22+ 22| < |z1 — z2|+|Z2|, so |21 — 22| > |z1]—|29].- 
On the other hand, 
|z1 — 22| = |z1 + (—22)| < za] + | — al = |ea| + [22]. 


Remarks. 


(1) The inequality |z1 + z2| < |z1| + |z2| becomes an equality if and only 
if Re(z1Z2) = |z1||z2|. This is equivalent to z1 = tz, where t is a 
nonnegative real number. 

(2) Properties (5) and (6) can be easily extended to give 


6) TI “ = Tak 
k=1 k=1 

6') [Sb x 
k=1 


< MO lzx| for all z, EC, K=1,...,n. 
k 


Asa consequence of (5’) and (7), we have 
(5”) |z"| = |z|" for every integer n and complex number z, provided that 
z#0forn <0. 
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Problem 1. Prove the identity 

|za + za|? + lea — zal? = 2(\z1]? + |z217) 
for all complex numbers 21, Z2. 


Solution. Using property (4) in the proposition above, we obtain 


|z1 + 29|? + laa — 29" = (21 + 22)(Z1 + Z2) + (21 — 22)(%1 — Z2) 
= z1|? + 21° 22+ 22°21 + |z2|? + z1|? — 21° 29° 20° 2+ |z2|? 
= 2(|z1|? + |z2|?). 

Z+2z2 . 


Problem 2. Prove that if |z1| = |z2| = 1 and z1z2 4 —1, then is a 
1 + 2122 


real number. 
Solution. Using again property (4) in the above proposition, we have 


1 
A Zee |21|? = landZ, =—_—. 
21 


Likewise, Z. = --. Hence denoting by A the number in the problem, we have 
a & by 


= = 1 
A aE 8 I 
1+ 21: Ze 1 ears 14+ 229 


so A is a real number. 


Problem 3. Let a be a positive real number and let 


=ah, 


Find the minimum and maximum values of |z| when z © Ma. 


1 
Zt - 


My={2eC*: 
z 


1 
Solution. Squaring both sides of the equality a = |z + —], we get 
z 


1/? ie ae >, 2+(z? 1 
=(2+—)(2+=).—l2"4 ee SET 
z z Zz |z| |z| 


Zz 
lzl4 + (2 +2)? - 2\z/? +1 


7 lz? 


Hence 
|z|* — |z|? - (a? +2) 4+-1=-(24+ 2) <0, 
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and consequently, 


a2+2-—VJat+4a? a? +24 Vat + 4a? 
2 q 2 


lel? 


It follows that |z| |— ered ac ott , SO 


a+Va? +4 -—at+VJa?+4 


max |z| = 5 , min|z| = 5 ; 


13 


and the extreme values are obtained for the complex numbers in M satisfying 


ZZ. 


Problem 4. Prove that for every complex number z, 
pee eee ljz?7+1)>1 
z or |Z : 

~ J2 a 


Solution. Suppose by way of contradiction that 


1 
[1 + z| < —= and [1+ 2?| <1. 


V2 
Setting z = a+ bi with a, b C R yields z* = a? — b? + 2abi. We obtain 
1 
(1+ a? — 67)? + 4076? < Land(1+a)? +0? < rt 


and consequently, 


(a? + b?)? + 2(a? — 6”) < Oand 2(a” +b?) + 4a+1<0. 


Summing these inequalities implies 
(a? + 6”)? + (2a+1)? <0, 
which is a contradiction. 


Problem 5. Prove that 
2 13 
V3 <|1+2|/+|l-z+22|< 7 


for all complex numbers z such that |z| = 1. 


Solution. Let t = |1 + z| € [0,2]. We have 


@=(1+z)(1+z)=2+2Re(z), so Re(z)= 


2 


t? —2 
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Then 


ll—z+2P?=0-—24+2*7)01-274+27)=0-—24+27) (1-=+5) 
z 


and we obtain |1 — z + z?| = |t? — 3]. It suffices to find the extreme values of 
the function (Fig. 1.1). 


24 | i 3 
f:[(0,.2J5R, f)=t+|P-3 ee ee 


The graph of the function f is shown in Figure 1.1, 
and we obtain 


sv) = V3 t+ iP -s1<5(Z)= 2. 


13 A 
ree ae 
3 
V3 
> 
O t 
3 a8 
Figure 1.1. 


Problem 6. Consider the set 
H={zeC:z=2-14zi, xeR}. 


Prove that there is a unique number z © H such that |z| < |w| for allw € A. 
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Solution. Let w=y—1+ yi, with y ER. 
It suffices to prove that there is a unique number zx € R such that 


Gala kate 
for all y € R. 


In other words, x is the minimum point of the function 


1 ea 
f: ROR, Fu) = (w= 0)? +9? = By? = 2y 41 =2(y- 5) ree 


whence x = $ and z= —4 + si. 


Problem 7. Let x, y, z be distinct complex numbers such that 
y=tr+(1-t)z, te (0, 1). 
Prove that 


allo, el lel , lle 
e—ul ~ Fea] ~ fy—al 


Solution. The relation y = tx + (1 — t)z is equivalent to 
z-y=t(z-2). 
The inequality 


l=, el Ia 
Iz—y| ~ |z-2a 


becomes 
lz] —lyl = ¢ (zl —Izl), 


and consequently, 
ly] < 1 — t)l2] + dar. 


This is the triangle inequality for 
y=(l—-t)z+te. 

The second inequality can be proved similarly, by writing the equality 
y=te+(l=#£)z 


as 
y-a2=(1-t)(z-2). 


15 
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1.1.8 Solving Quadratic Equations 


We are now able to solve the quadratic equation with real coefficients 


ax? + br +c=0, aF0, 


in the case that its discriminant A = b? — 4ac is negative. 
By completing the square, we easily get the equivalent form 
rae eis eG 
7 OG 4da2| 


a 


Therefore, 
aa LO 
x4 a 0, 
2a 2a 
—b+iv—-A —b—i/-A 
and so 21 = —————__, £) = ——___. 


2a 2a 
Observe that the roots are conjugate complex numbers, and the factoriza- 


tion formula 
ax? + ba + ¢ = a(x — 21)(x — 22) 


holds even in the case A < 0. 
Let us consider now the general quadratic equation with complex coeffi- 
cients 
az*+bz+c=0, a¥0. 


Using the same algebraic manipulation as in the case of real coefficients, we 
get 


This is equivalent to 


or 
(2az +b)? =A, 


where A = b? — 4ac is also called the discriminant of the quadratic equation. 
If we set y = 2az + b, the equation is reduced to 


yi =A=u4 vi, 


where u and v are real numbers. 
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This equation has the solutions 


ae ore & (v) r—-u, 
Y12= 2 sgn(u 5) 1 ; 


where r = |A| and sgn(v) is the sign of the real number v. Indeed, we have 
Yio = TH + 25Vr? — usgn(v) = ut ilvlsgn(v) = u + iv. 
The roots of the initial equation are 


1 
—(—b , 
54 | + 91,2) 


21,2 > 


Observe that the relations 


b Cc 
z+ 22= » 122 = -, 
a a 
between roots and coefficients as well as the factorization formula 
az? +bze+c= a(z — 21)(z — 22) 


are also preserved when the coefficients of the equation are elements of the 
field of complex numbers C. 


Problem 1. Solve, in complex numbers, the quadratic equation 
2° — 8(1—i)z+63— 161 = 0. 
Solution. We have 


A’ = (4— 42)? — (63 — 161) = —63 — 16% 


and r = |A’| = V632 + 16? = 65, where A’ = (8)” — ac. 
The equation 
y” = —63 — 16i 


has the solution y;,2 = + ( [P5838 + i, / at = +(1 — 8). It follows that 
zi =4-—4i+(1 — 87). Hence 


zy =5—12i and z=3+4 41. 


Problem 2. Let p and q be complex numbers with q 4 0. Prove that if the 
roots of the quadratic equation x? + px + q? = 0 have the same absolute value, 
then : is a real number. 


(1999 Romanian Mathematical Olympiad, Final Round) 
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Solution. Let x; and x2 be the roots of the equation and let r = |x| = |r|. 
Then 


2 2 = = 
+ x Le 2 
eo 2) ot XQ i, ee 2, 201 o_o = Re(.1173) 

qd r 


1X2 v2 Ly r2 r2 


is a real number. Moreover, 
2 


Re(x173) > —|2173| = -r?, so = > 0. 
q 


Therefore a is a real number, as claimed. 


Problem 3. Let a, b, c be distinct nonzero complex numbers with 
la] = [5] = |e]. 


(a) Prove that if a root of the equation az? + bz +c = 0 has modulus equal 
to 1, then b? = ac. 
(b) If each of the equations 


az? + bz +c =0 and bz? + cz +a=0 


has a root of modulus 1, then |a — b| = |b —c| = |c— al. 

Solution. 

(a) Let 21, 22 be the roots of the equation with |z;| = 1. From z) = £- ae 
it follows that |z2| = |£| - El = 1. Because z1 + z2 = -; and |a| = ||, 


we have |z1 + z2|? = 1. This is equivalent to 


(21 + 22)(H + %) = 1, ie., (21 + 22) ( ae x ) ails 


»\2 
(21 + 22)? = 2122, ie., (2) = 


which reduces to b? = ac, as desired. 
(b) As we have already seen, we have b? = ac and c? = ab. Multiplying these 
relations yields b?c? = a?bc, and hence a? = bc. Therefore, 


We find that 


a? +b? +c? = ab + be+ ca. (1) 


Relation (1) is equivalent to 


i.e., 


(a — b)? + (b—c)? + 2(a — b)(b—c) + (c— a)? = 2(a — b)(b— Cc). 
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It follows that (a—c)? = (a—b)(b—c). Taking absolute values, we obtain 
B? = ya, where a = |b—c|, 6 = |c—al, y = |a — 0). In an analogous 
way, we obtain a? = By and y? = af. Adding these relations yields 
a? BP pA = oP + By tye, ieg (a — 6)? + (BA)? Hy — a)? =—0. 
Hence a= 6 =y7. 


1.1.9 Problems 


. Consider the complex numbers z, = (1, 2), z2 = (—2,3), and z3 = 


(1, —1). Compute the following: 


(a) 21 + 22 + 23; (b) 2122 + 2223 + 23213 (C) 2172235 

Z1 Z2 23 RY + 25 
d) 2f+234+23; (ec) —+—+—-; (f : 
(d) zp +2 + 23; Oe Be oe Bae 


. Solve the following equations: 


(a) z+ (—5,7) = (2, -1);  (b) (2,3) +z = (-5, —-1); 
(c) z-(2, 3)=(4, 5); (d) = (3, 2). 


. Solve in C the equations: 


(a) 227+2+1=0; (b) 22+1=0. 


n 


4. Let z = (0,1) € C. Express > z* in terms of the positive integer n. 


On 


O©OnNnD 


10. 


k=0 


. Solve the following equations: 


(a) z-(1, 2)=(-1,3);  (b) (1,1). z? = (-1,7). 


. Let z = (a, b) € C. Compute 2”, z3, and 24. 

. Let z9 = (a, b) € C. Find z € C such that z? = zp. 

. Let z = (1, —1). Compute z”, where n is a positive integer. 
. Find real numbers x and y in each of the following cases: 


f ED es a, 
(a) (1 — 2i)a + (1+ 2i)y =1+%; (D) nag! ye 
(c) (4 — 3é)a? + (3 + 2i)ay = 4y? — fa? + (Bay — 2y?)i. 


Compute the following: 
(a) (2—7)(—3 + 22)(5 — 42); (b) (2 — 42)(5 + 22) + (3 + 47)(—6 — 4); 


o (3) «(ia (4) C22) 


3+71 5-81 


() svat poar 
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11. 


12. 


13. 
14. 


15. 


16. 
17. 


18. 


19. 
20. 


21. 


22. 
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Compute the following: 


(a) 42000 4 71999 4 4201 + 182 4 447, 


(b) Pe ae ee 
(c) i . 73... 42000. 
(d ya ee } ( i)? } ( i)18 4100 ( myer, 


Solve in C the following equations: 


(a) 22=4 (b) 22=-4; (c) 22 =4-i%. 


1 
2 


1 
Find all complex numbers z 4 0 such that z+ — € R. 

z 
Prove the following: 


(a) Ey, = (2+iv5)" + (2-i/5)’ ER; 
we) ta 


Prove the following identities: 


(a) [21+ 22|? + |22+ 23|? +23 + 21]? = [za]? + |22|? + lea]? + |z1 + 22 + 23]?3 
(b) [1 + 21Z2|? + lz — 22/? = (1 + [z1|?)(1 + |22/?); 
(c) |1 —2122|? — |zi— 22|? = (1 — [21 ]?)(1 — | 22/7); 
(d) jz1 + 224 z3|? +| — 21 + zo + 23/7? + |z1 — 22 + 23/7? + |za + 22 — 23/7 
= A(\z1|? + |22|? + |z3]7) 

: aecka 1 

Let z € C* be such that |z Pg < 2. Prove that |z+—| < 2. 
z z 


Find all complex numbers z such that 
|z| =1 and |z? +z7| =1. 
Find all complex numbers z such that 
4z? + 8|z|? =8 


Find all complex numbers z such that z° = Z. 
Consider z € C with Re(z) > 1. Prove that 


1 
5 


Let a, b, ¢ be real numbers and w = —5 es 3 Compute 


(a+ bw + cw*)(a + bw? + cw). 


Solve the following equations: 


(a) |z| -—2z =3 — 4%; 


1.1 


23. 


24. 


25. 
26. 


27. 


28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 
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) lel +2=34 4i; 
(c) 2? =2+11i, where z= 2+ yi and xz, y EZ; 
(d) iz? + (14+ 2i)2+1=0; 
(ec) 244+ 6(1+%)2?+5+4+ 6 = 0; 
(f) (1+i)227+24+11¢=0. 


Find all real numbers m for which the equation 


22+ (3+ i)z? —3z-(m+i) =0 


has at least one real root. 
Find all complex numbers z such that 


2 = (z-2)(Z +2) 
is a real number. 


1 
Find all complex numbers z such that |z| = |-|. 
z 


Let 21, 22 € C be complex numbers such that |z; + z2| = V3 and 
\z1| = |z2| = 1. Compute |z, — zg]. 
Find all positive integers n such that 


-1+iv3)" | (-1-iv3\"_, 
2 : 2 “Tv 


Let n > 2 be an integer. Find the number of solutions to the equation 


Let 21, z2, 23 be complex numbers with 
|z1| = |22| = |z3| = R > 0. 
Prove that 


\z1 = 29| 7 |z2 — 23| + |z3 = Z1| ° Fal = 22| + |z9 = 23| : |z3 = Z1| < QR?. 


Let u, v, w, z be complex numbers such that |u| < 1, |v] = 1, and 
w= _— Prove that |w| < 1 if and only if |z| < 1. 
Us Z— 


Let z1, z2, z3 be complex numbers such that 
zy + zo + 23 =0 and |z4| = |z2| = |z3] = 1. 


Prove that 
a + ze + 2 = 0. 


22 


32. 


33. 


34. 


35. 


36. 


37. 


38. 
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Consider the complex numbers z1, 22, ..., Zn with 


\z1| |z2| tee \zn| r>0. 


Prove that the number 


(21 + 22)(22 + 23) +++ (Zn-1 + Zn) (Zn + 21) 
21° 2Q..-ky 


E= 


is real. 
Let 21, Z2, 23 be distinct complex numbers such that 


|z1| = |z2| = |z3| > 0. 


If 21 + 2923, 22 + 2123, and z3 + z,Z2 are real numbers, prove that 
212223 = 1. 

Let x1 and #2 be the roots of the equation 2? — x + 1 = 0. Compute the 
following: 


(a) 2000 +4 42000. (bh) a i99? + 71999: (c) o? +. 2%, forn EN. 
Factorize (in linear polynomials) the following polynomials: 
(a) 2* +16; (b) 2° — 27; (c) 2? + 8; (d) ct +2741. 


Find all quadratic equations with real coefficients that have one of the 


following roots: 
(a) (2+%)(3 — 4); (b) a (c) i1 + 248° + 314° + 473°. 


(Hlawka’s inequality) Prove that the inequality 


5+2 


|z1 t 22| t |z2 t 23| t |z3 t z1| < |z1| t |z9| t |z3| t |z1 + 22 + 23| 


holds for all complex numbers 21, 22, 23. 
Suppose that complex numbers «;, yi, 7 = 1,2,...,n, satisfy |x;| = |y;| = 
1. Let 


se tr 
w= — i y=) Mi and 2; = ry, + yx; — FY. 
i=1 i=1 


n 
Prove that S- |zi| <n. 
i=1 
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1.2 Geometric Interpretation of the Algebraic 
Operations 


1.2.1 Geometric Interpretation of a Complex Number 


We have defined a complex number z = (x, y) = + yi to be an ordered 
pair of real numbers (x, y) € Rx R, so it is natural to let a complex number 
z=a«-+ yi correspond to a point M(a, y) in the plane R x R. 

For a formal introduction, let us consider P to be the set of points of a 
given plane IT equipped with a coordinate system xOy. Consider the bijective 
function y:C > P, y(z) = M(a, y). 


Definition. The point M(x, y) is called the geometric image of the complex 
number z = @ + yi. 

The complex number z = x + yi is called the complex coordinate of the 
point M(x, y). We will use the notation M(z) to indicate that the complex 
coordinate of M is the complex number z. 


M(x, y) 
. ® 


M"-x,~y) 


Figure 1.2. 
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The geometric image of the complex conjugate z of a complex number 
z=a2+ yi is the reflection point M’(x, —y) across the z-axis of the point 
M(a, y) (see Fig. 1.2). 

The geometric image of the additive inverse —z of a complex number 
z= 2+ yi is the reflection M”’(—x, —y) across the origin of the point 
M(x, y) (see Fig. 1.2). 

The bijective function y maps the set R onto the z-axis, which is called 
the real axis. On the other hand, the imaginary complex numbers correspond 
to the y-axis, which is called the imaginary axis. The plane IT, whose points 
are identified with complex numbers, is called the complex plane. 

On the other hand, we can also identify a complex number z = «+ yi with 
the vector ¥ = OM, where M(x, y) is the geometric image of the complex 
number z (Fig. 1.3). 


= 
O i x 


Figure 1.3. 


Let Vo be the set of vectors whose initial points are the origin O. Then we 
can define the bijective function 


— 
g CIV, v(z)=OM=V Hari ty7, 


where 7, 7 are the unit vectors of the z-axis and y-axis, respectively. 


1.2.2 Geometric Interpretation of the Modulus 


Let us consider a complex number z = x + yi and the geometric image 
M(a, y) in the complex plane. The Euclidean distance OM is given by the 
formula 


OM = \/(«m — Zo)? + (ym — Yo)?: 
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hence OM = \/a? + y? = |z| = | 2 |. In other words, the absolute value |z| 
of a complex number z = «+ yw is the length of the segment OM or the 
magnitude of the vector = =£ a +y rp 


Remarks. 


(a) For a positive real number r, the set of complex numbers with modulus 
r corresponds in the complex plane to C(O;1r), our notation for the circle 
C with center O and radius r. 

(b) The complex numbers z with |z| < r correspond to the interior points 
of circle C; on the other hand, the complex numbers z with |z| > r 
correspond to the points in the exterior of circle C. 


Dj we 


Example. The numbers z, = i, k = 1,2,3,4, are represented in 


2 
the complex plane by four points on the unit circle centered at the origin, 
since 


|z1| = |22| = |z3| = |za| = 1. 


1.2.3 Geometric Interpretation of the Algebraic 
Operations 


(a) Addition and subtraction. Consider the complex numbers aS ae 
yit and z2 =F + Yat, and the corresponding vectors Wi =mit+y q 
and V2 =22% + y2 7 . Observe that the sum of the complex numbers is 


zy t 22 = (41 + 22) + (yi + y2)t, 
and the sum of the vectors is 
> > 
Vit V2 = (a1 +22) 7 +(yrtye) J. 


Therefore, the sum z, + 22 corresponds to the sum Cit ve (Fig. 1.4). 


Examples. 


(1) We have (3+52)+(6+7) = 9+67; hence the geometric image of the sum 
is given in Fig. 1.5. 

(2) Observe that (6 — 21) + (—2 + 5i) = 4+ 3i. Therefore, the geometric 
image of the sum of these two complex numbers is the point 1/(4, 3) (see 
Fig. 1.6). 

On the other hand, the difference of the complex numbers z; and 2 is 


21 — 22 = (41 — 2) + (y1 — y2/)i, 
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M(x +2, yit y2) 


M2(x2, y2) 


M\(x1, y1) 


— 


Figure 1.4. 


M(9, 6) 


Figure 1.6. 
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and the difference of the vectors v; and v2 is 
> > 
U1 — V2 =(e1— 22) i +(yi—yo) J. 


Hence, the difference z1 — z2 corresponds to the difference v inv Oa 

(3) We have (—3+ 7%) — (2+ 3%) = (—3+7) + (—2— 31) = —5 — 27; hence the 
geometric image of the difference of these two complex numbers is the 
point M(—5, —2) given in Fig. 1.7. 


M)(2, 3) 


M,(-3, 1) 


M(-5,-2) 
M"(-2,-3) 


Figure 1.7. 


(4) Note that (3 — 2i) — (—2 — 4%) = (8 — 27) + (2+ 42) = 5 4 2%; we obtain 
the point Mj(—2, —4) as the geometric image of the difference of these 
two complex numbers (see Fig. 1.8). 


M" (2,4) 


M(5,2) 


My, (3, —2) 


Ma(-2, —4) 


Figure 1.8. 
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Remark. The distance between Mi(21, yi) and Mo(x2, ye) is equal to the 
modulus of the complex number z1—2, or to the length of the vector geen ien 
Indeed, 


|My Mp = |z1 — 22| = [01 — Va] = V (x2 — 21)? + (ye — 1). 


(b) Real multiples of a complex number. Consider a complex number 
z = «x+y and the corresponding vector G=ncit+ yj. If X is a real 
number, then the real multiple Az = Ax + iAy corresponds to the vector 


= > 
AG =dAci try fj. 
Note that if \ > 0, then the vectors \V¥ and V have the same orientation 


and 
|X? | = AV 7. 


When \ < 0, the vector \¥ changes to the opposite orientation, and 
|X? | = —A|V|. Of course, if A = 0, then AV = 0 (Fig. 1.9). 


y y 
M(Ax, Ay) 
M(x, y) 
M(x, y) 

O x x 

M'(Ax, Ay) 

Figure 1.9. 
Examples. 


(1) We have 3(1 + 21) = 3 + 67; therefore, M’(3, 6) is the geometric image 
of the product of 3 and z = 1+ 212. 

(2) Observe that —2(—3 + 27) = 6 — 47; we obtain the point M’(6, —4) as 
the geometric image of the product of —2 and z = —3 4+ 2% (Fig. 1.10). 
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Figure 1.10. 


1.2.4 Problems 


1. Represent the geometric images of the following complex numbers: 


2j=344 2 = 4424; 23 = -5-—4t; 2, = 5-7; 


25 = 1; 2 = —3t; 27 = 21; zg = —4. 


2. Find the geometric interpretation for the following equalities: 


(a) (-5 + 4) + (2-34) = -3 +3; 


(b) (4-74) + (-64+ 4i) = -24 33; 
(c) (—3 — 2%) — (-5 +2) = 2 — 33; 
(d) (8-—#)— (54 3%) =3- 4; 
(e) 2(-—4 + 27) = —8 + 43; 

(f) —3(-1+4 27) = 3 — 6:. 


3. Find the geometric image of the complex number z in each of the following 
cases: 


(a) |z — 2| = 3; (b) jz +2| < 1; (c) Jz —14 2%] > 3; 
(d) |z—2|—|z+2| < 2; (e) 0 < Re(iz) < 1; (f) -1 < Im(z) <1; 


(2) Re (===) ~ 0: (b) aes ER. 


4, Find the set of points P(x, y) in the complex plane such that 


| P+4+iVvy—q| =V10. 
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. Let z} = 1+7% and z2 = —1-—v7. Find zs € C such that the triangle 


21, 22, 23 is equilateral. 


. Find the geometric images of the complex numbers z such that the 


triangle with vertices at z, z?, and z° is a right triangle. 


. Find the geometric images of the complex numbers z such that 


Chapter 2 


Complex Numbers in Trigonometric 
Form 


2.1 Polar Representation of Complex Numbers 


2.1.1 Polar Coordinates in the Plane 


Let us consider a coordinate plane and a point M(x, y) that is not the origin. 
The real number r = \/x? + y? is called the polar radius of the point M. 
The direct angle t* € [0, 27) between the vector OM and the positive x-axis is 
called the polar argument of the point M. The pair (r, t*) are called the polar 
coordinates of the point M. We will write M(r, t*). Note that the function 
h:Rx R\{(0,0)} > (0, co) x [0, 27), A((x, y)) = (r, t*) is bijective. 

The origin O is the unique point such that r = 0; the argument t* of the 
origin is not defined. 

For each point M in the plane there is a unique intersection point P of 
the ray (OM with the unit circle centered at the origin. The point P has the 
same polar argument ¢*. Using the definition of the sine and cosine functions, 
we find that 

x =rcost* and y=rsint*. 


Therefore, it is easy to obtain the Cartesian coordinates of a point from its 
polar coordinates (Fig. 2.1). 
Conversely, let us consider a point M(x, y). The polar radius is 


pear +a. 
To determine the polar argument, we study the following cases: 


(a) Ifa £0, from tant* = Y we deduce that 
x 


t* = arctan 4 + kr, 
x 


T. Andreescu and D. Andrica, Complex Numbers from A to ... Z, 31 
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M(x, y) 


<a 
a 


Figure 2.1. 


where 
0, for «>0O andy>0O, 


k=<1, for «<0 andanyy, 
for x>0 andy<0. 


(b) If =0 and y £0, then 


Bee. w/2, for y>O0, 
~ | 37/2, for y<0. 


Examples. 


1. Let us find the polar coordinates of the points M1(2,—2), Mo(—1, 
M3(-2Vv3, 2), Ma(v3, 1), M3(3, 0), Me(—2, 2), M,(0, 1) and Ms( 
In this case, we have r) = \/2? + (—2)? = 2V2; tt = arctan(—1) + 27 = 
7 bon =, 50 M, (2V2, %). 


4 4 
Observe that r2 = 1, ¢3 = arctan0 + 7 = 7, so Ma(1, 7). 


3 7 
We have r3 = 4, t3 = arctan +7 = c+ = i so M3 (4. *). 
Note that rq = 2, tj] = arctan “ = %, so My (2, a 
We have rs = 3, tt = arctan0 +0 = 0, so Ms(3, 0). 


We have re = 2V2, te = arctan(—1) +7 = = + R= i 80 
Ms (2v2 +). 

Note that r7 = 1, 7 = oi so M7 (1, =). 

Observe that rg = 4, tg = so Mg @ +). 


2. Let us find the Cartesian coordinates of the following points given in polar 


2 
coordinates: My (2. 7). Mp (3. 7). and M3(1, 1). 
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2 1 2 
We have x; = 2cos 2 )- 1, 1 = 2sin 2% = 23 = V3, so 


3 2 
M,(-1, V3). 
Note that 
F 7x 372 eg 3/2 

t2 = ef Se ee ae ia 2° 

sO 
2 2 
(2-2) 


Observe that x3 = cos1l, y3 = sin1, so M3(cos1, sin1). 


2.1.2 Polar Representation of a Complex Number 


For a complex number z = x + yi, we can write the polar representation 
z=r(cost* +isint*), 


where r € [0, 00) and ¢* € [0, 27) are the polar coordinates of the geometric 
image of z. 

The polar argument ¢* of the geometric image of z is called the principal (or 
reduced) argument of z, denoted by arg z. The polar radius r of the geometric 
image of z is equal to the modulus of z. For z 4 0, the modulus and argument 
of z are uniquely determined. 

Consider z = r(cost* +iésint*) and let t = t* + 2ka for an integer k. Then 


z =r|cos(t — 2k7) + isin(t — 2k)] = r(cost +isint), 


i.e., every complex number z can be represented as z = r(cost+isint), where 
r>OandteéR. The set Argz = {t: t* +2kn, k € Z} is called the extended 
argument of the complex number z. 

Therefore, two complex numbers 21, 22 4 0 represented as 


2, =ri(cost; +isint,) and zg = re(coste + isin te) 


are equal if and only if ry = rp and t, — tg = 2k, for some integer k. 


Example 1. Let us find the polar representation of the following numbers: 


(a) A= -1- i, 
(b) 22 = 2+ 2, 

(c) 23> —1 + iV3, 
(d) 24 =1-i¥v3, 


and determine their extended arguments (Fig. 2.2). 
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(a) As in Figure 2.2, the geometric image P;(—1, —1) lies in the third quad- 
rant. Then r; = \/(—1)? + (—1)? = V2 and 


* y T om 
t] =arctan— +7 =arctanl+a7=—+7=—. 
x 4A 4 


Figure 2.2. 


Hence 


Zy = V3 (cos = + isin) 


and . 
Arg z1 = {= + 2krl|k € 2} . 


(b) The point P:(2, 2) lies in the first quadrant, so we can write 
ro = 22 +22 = 2V/2and tS = arctan 1 = 7 


Hence 


a = 22 (cos 4 $$ sth a) 


~ Argz = {4 +2kn|k eZ}. 


(c) The point P3(—1, 3) lies in the second quadrant, so (Fig. 2.3) 


T 20 
sz +t EHS >. 


r3 = 2 and t% = arctan(—V3) + t = — 7 : 


Therefore, 


2xn |. QW 
23 = 2 Cs a 
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Figure 2.3. 


and 5 
Arg zg = \= 4 2kn|k € 2} 
(d) The point Py(1, —V/3) lies in the fourth quadrant (Fig. 2.4), so 


5m 
5° 


rg = 2 and t% = arctan(—V/3) + 20 = = +27 = 


Figure 2.4. 


Hence 
2 | cos on +isi a 
z4 = = 1.sln — 
7 3 3 


and 
Arg 24 = {= + 2krl|k € 2} : 
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Example 2. Let us find the polar representation of the following numbers: 


(a) 4, = 21, 
(b) 22 —1, 
(c) 23 = 2, 
(d) ZA = —31, 


and determine their extended arguments. 


(a) The point P,(0, 2) lies on the positive yaxis, so 


% Tv T . 0 
ry = 2, hi a1 = 2 (cos + + isin) 


and 3 
Arg z1 = {> + 2krlk € zh. 


(b) The point P2:(—1,0) lies on the negative z-axis, so 
ro=1, th=7, 2%=cosr+isina 


and 
Arg zg = {m+ 2ka|k € Z}. 


(c) The point P3(2, 0) lies on the positive z-axis, so 
rg =2, t3=0, 23 =2(cos0+i sin 0) 


and 
Arg z3 = {2ka|k € Z}. 


(d) The point P,4(0, —3) lies on the negative y-axis, so 
3 tt 37 3 37 ian 30 
= => — — Cc — 
v4 » lq 5” z4 os 5 asin 5 


and : 
Arg z4 = {= 4 2kn|k € 2} 


Remark. The following formulas should be memorized: 


1 =cos0 +7sin 0; i = cos + isin 5; 


re . 3m si«ssi 
—l=cos7m +7sin7; OR peer age 


Problem 1. Find the polar representation of the complex number 


z=1+cosa+isina, aeé (0, 27). 
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Solution. The modulus is 


|z| = \/( + 08 a)? + sin? a = /2(1 + cosa) = vo 5 - 2 [cos £| 


The argument of z is determined as follows: 
(a) If a € (0, 7), then 5 E (0. =); and the point P(1+ cosa, sina) lies in 
the first quadrant. Hence 


,e sina a a 
t = arctan = arctan (tan =) =, 
1+ cosa 2 2 


and in this case, 
2.cos (cos 5 +isi =) 
ZL = vsin—]. 
2 2 


a 
2 
(b) Ifa € (a, 27), then = xe (3 r), and the point P(1+ cosa, sina) lies in 
the fourth quadrant. aise 


| | | 


= 200s © (cos (* tr) + isin (5 - )) 
me D al 2 


(c) Ifa=7, then z =0. 


and 


Problem 2. Find all complex numbers z such that |z| = 1 and 


Zz A 
i ae 
Zz 


Solution. Let z=cosx+isina, x € [0, 27). Then 


m |z2 + 2 | 
le? 


= | cos 2a + isin 2x + cos 2x — isin 2a| = 2| cos 22], 


Zz 
z 


1 1 
52 = o =--, 
COS 2H 5 or COS 4% 5) 


If cos2a = 4, then 


T 57 70 lla 
r= t= r3 = v4 = 
1 6’ 2 6” 3 6” 4 6 
If cos2a = —5, then 
T 20 At 57 
G>=F5 %%= >> t7 =z, t= > 
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Hence there are eight solutions: 


Zp = COSt, +isina,, K=1,2, ...,8. 


2.1.3 Operations with Complex Numbers in Polar 
Representation 


1. Multiplication 
Proposition. Suppose that 


21 = 71(cost, +isint)) and z = re(cost, + isints). 


Then 
2122 = ryr2(cos(ty + ta) +isin(ty + tg)). (1) 


Proof. Indeed, 
2122 =111r2(cost, + isin t)(cos tz + isin tz) 


= 111r2((costy costg — sint, sintg) + i(sin ¢; cost, + sin tg cost1)) 


= 1r1r2(cos(ty + te) +isin(ti + t2)). 


Remarks. 


(a) We find again that |z1z2| = |z1|- |z2l. 
(b) We have arg(z1z2) = arg z1 + arg z2 — 2km, where 


— 0, for argz1 +arg zg < 27, 
~ | 1, for arg z,; + arg 22 > 27. 


(c) Also we can write Arg(z1z2) = {arg z1 + arg zo + 2ka: k € Z}. 
(d) Formula (1) can be extended to n > 2 complex numbers. If z, = 
rp(cost, +isint,), k=1, ..., n, then 


2129+.-2n = 1112 °++ Ty (cos(ty + tg +--+ +t) + isin(t; + te +---+ty)). 


The proof by induction is immediate. This formula can be written as 
Il«=I]" (cose te isin) : (2) 
Example. Let z; =1-—i and z2 = J/3 +i. Then 


zy = V3 (cos isin) 22 =2 (cos +isin®), 
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7” ose 77m 
an = W2|0os (4 +7) -isin (4 t a) 


23 
— = 2/2 2 (cos 5 — +isin a) 


and 


12 12 
2. The power of a complex number 
Proposition. (De Moivre!) For z = r(cost +isint) andn €N, we have 


n 


z” =r"(cosnt+isinnt). (3) 


Proof. Apply formula (2) with z = 21 = z. =--- = 2, to obtain 


Marri rcos(t+tts +t) +i sing +t+---+9) 
a as Baie 


n times ntimes n times 


=r” (cos nt +isin nt). 


Remarks. 


(a) We find again that |z”| = |z|”. 
(b) Ifr = 1, then (cost +ésint)” = cosnt+isinnt. 
(c) We can write Arg z” = {nargz+2kr7:k € Z}. 


Example. Let us compute (1 + 7)10?. 
The polar representation of 1 + 7 is V2 (cos 7 + isin =). Applying de 


Moivre’s formula, we obtain 
(1 + 4)100 — (4/2) 1000 (cos L000 + isin 1000) 
= 2°09 (cos 250m + isin 2507) = 2°07. 
Problem. Prove that 


sin5¢ = 16sin°t — 20sin°¢ +5sin¢; 
cos 5t = 16 cos’ t — 20cos*t + 5 cost. 


Solution. Using de Moivre’s theorem to expand (cost +isint)°, then using 
the binomial theorem, we have 


cos 5t + isin5t = cos°t+ 5icos*t sint + 107? cos*t sin? t 


+ 10i° cos? t sin? t + 5é4 cost sin*t +> sin’ t. 


1 Abraham de Moivre (1667-1754), French mathematician, a pioneer in probability theory 
and trigonometry. 
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Hence 


cos 5t + isin 5t = cos’ t — 10cos*t (1 — cos”t) +5 cost (1 — cos’ t)? 
+ i(5(1 — sin? t)? sint —10(1 —sin?¢) sin?¢ + sin®¢). 


Simple algebraic manipulation leads to the desired result. 
3. Division 
Proposition. Suppose that 
21 =7i(cost; +isint)), zg = 1ro(costg +isinte) £0. 


Then 


= [cos(ty tg) isin(ty = tg)]. 


Proof. We have 
Z1 T1 (cos t+ isint,) 


z2  +re(cost, + isinte) 


r1(cost, + isin t)(cos tg — isin t2) 


r9(cos? tz + sin? tz) 


Ty ; : ae R 
= —((cost, cos tg + sin tf; sin tg) + i(sint; costy — sin tz cost1)| 
r2 


= 7 (cos(ty = ta) +4 sin(t, = tg)). 


T2 
Remarks. 
(a) We have again |—| = Bi ia 
22 T2 |z9| 


(b) We can write Arg (2) = {arg 2] — arg za + 2kn:k € Z}. 
(c) For z; =1 and zg = z, 


1 1 Ll me 

Ha=gtist —t —t)). 

rae : (cos(—t) + isin(—t)) 

(d) De Moivre’s formula also holds for negative integer exponents 7, i.e., we 
have 


z” =r” (cosnt +isinnt). 


Problem. Compute _ 
(1 — 4)29(/3 + i) 
aan 


n= 
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Solution. We can write 
7 7 \ 10 2 
: (/2)" (cos +isin *) - 2° (cos = + isin =) 
4 4n\*° 
210 (cos > +isin 2 


10 ie i ies ee 
2 2 6 6 


4 4 
210 (cos = +isin +) 


cos i +isi eau 
, re, “Sin —— 
3 3 


cos i +isin an 
3 3 


=cosdsz +isind5z = —1. 


2.1.4 Geometric Interpretation of Multiplication 


Consider the complex numbers 
Zz, =ri(cost} +isint]), z2 =re(cost; +isints), 


and their geometric images My(ri, t]), Mo(re, t5). Let P,, P2 be the inter- 
section points of the circle C(O; 1) with the rays (OM, and (OM2. Construct 
the point P; € C(O; 1 ) with the polar argument tj] + t§ and choose the point 
M3 € (OP3 such that OM3 = OM,-OMb. Let z3 be the complex coordinate 
of M3. The point M3(rir2, t] +5) is the geometric image of the product 
ZI. 22. 

Let A be the geometric image of the complex number 1. Because 


OM; _ OM - OM3 _ OM 
OM, 1” °” OM, OA 


and MOM3 a AOM,, it follows that triangles O AM, and O M2Msz3 are 
similar (see Fig. 2.5). 
In order to construct the geometric image of the quotient, note that the 
image of = is My. 
22 
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Figure 2.5. 


2.1.5 Problems 


1. Find the polar coordinates for the following points, given their Cartesian 
coordinates: 


(a) Mi(—3,3); (b) Mo(—4V3, —4);  (c) M3(0, —5); 
(d) M4(—2, —1); (e) Ms(4, —2). 


2. Find the Cartesian coordinates for the following points, given their polar 
coordinates: : 
(a) P, (2, =)i (b) Ps (4, Qn — avesin (c) P3(2, 7); 
7 37 
(d) Pa(3, —m);  (e) Ps(1, mi (f) Pe(4, res 


3. Express arg(Z) and arg(—z) in terms of arg(z). 
A. Find the geometric images for the complex numbers z in each of the 
following cases: 


(a) lz] =2; (b) lz+a 22; ()z-a <3; 
ug 7 7 
(d) m <argz< 3 (e) argz > 5 (f) arge <> 5 
(g) arg(—z) € (4.5): (h) lz+1 +0] <3 and 0 <arge< ZF. 
5. Find polar representations for the following complex numbers: 


(a) 21 =646iv3;  (b) 2 =-14+i¥B;  (c) 23 = 2-18, 
(d) z4=9-9iV3; (ce) z5 =3-—2i;  (f) 26 = —4i. 
6. Find polar representations for the following complex numbers: 


(a) z1 =cosa—isina, aé€ (0, 27); 
(b) z2=sina+i(1+cosa), aé [0, 27); 
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10. 
11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


(c) zg =cosa+sina+i(sina—cosa), a€ [0, 27); 
(d) z4=1-—cosa+isina, a€ (0, 2m). 


. Compute the following products using the polar representation of a com- 


plex number: 


0 (1-4 
(c) —2i-(—4 + 4V3%) - (3 4+3%);  (d) 3-(1—4)(—5 + 5i). 


Verify your results using the algebraic form. 


(—3 + 31)(2V34 21); (b) (1+. 7)(—2 — 2%) - i; 


. Find |z|, argz, Argz, argZ, arg(—z) for 


(a) z=(1—1)(64+6i);  (b) z = (7— 7V32)(-1 2). 


. Find |z| and arg z for 


— (243 4+28)% —  (1+%)8 | 
Oy eee (2/3 — 21)8’ 
Opps (-1+i)* | 1 
(¥3—4)10 (2/3 + 21)4’ 
(c) z= (1+iv3)" + (1 —iv3)”. 


Prove that de Moivre’s formula holds for negative integer exponents. 
Compute the following: 


(a) (1—cosa+isina)” for a € [0, 27) andneN; 
1 1 
(b) m+ 5, ifet+ > = v3. 


1 
Given that z is a complex number such that z+ — = 2cos3°, find the 
Zz 
1 
72000 * 


(2000 AIME II, Problem 9) 


2000 oe 


least integer that is greater than z 


For how many positive integers n less than or equal to 1000 is 
(sint +icost)” = sinnt + icosnt 
true for all real t? 
(2005 AIME II, Problem 9) 
Let (1 — V3i)” = a, + iyn, where 2p, Yn are real for n = 1,2,3,.... 


(a) Show that tnYn—1 — fn—1Yn = 4° 1V3. 
(b) Compute LnLn—1 + YnYn-1- 
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2.2 The nth Roots of Unity 


2.2.1 Defining the nth Roots of a Complex Number 


Consider a positive integer n > 2 and a complex number zp # 0. As in the 
field of real numbers, the equation 


Z” — 2 =0 (1) 


is used for defining the nth roots of the number zo. Hence we call any solution 
Z of equation (1) an nth root of the complex number Zo. 


Theorem. Let z = r(cost* +isint*) be a complex number with r > 0 and 
t* € [0, 27). 
The number z has n distinct nth roots, given by the formulas 


= t* + 2k t* + 2k 
Zy = Ur (cos ee -isin = *) : 
n 


n 


Proof. We use the polar representation of the complex number Z with the 
extended argument: 
Z = p(cosy + isin y). 


By definition, we have Z” = Zo, or equivalently, 
p"(cosny + isinny) = r(cost* +7sint*). 


We obtain p” = r and np = t* + 2k for k € Z; hence p = Wr and y, = 


mr n 
So far, the roots of equation (1) are 
Zr = Vr(cos px + isin yx) fork € Z. 


Now observe that 0 < yo < yi < +++ < Yn_-1 < 27, so the numbers yx, k € 
{0, 1, ..., n—1}, are reduced arguments, i.e., y; = y,. Until now, we had 
n distinct roots of zo: 

Zo, 21, +++, Zn—1- 


Consider some integer & and let r € {0, 1, ..., m —1} be the residue of k 
modulo n. Then k = nq+r for q € Z, and 
t* 2nr «it* 


20 
Pk= t(ng+r)— = + r— + 2qn = yy + 2qr. 
n n n n 
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It is clear that Z;, = Z,. Hence 


{Zp : ke Z}={Z, Ai, Be) Zn-1}- 


In other words, there are exactly n distinct nth roots of zo, as claimed. 


The geometric images of the nth roots of a complex number zo # 0 are 
the vertices of a regular n-gon inscribed in a circle with center at the origin 
and radius (/r. 

To prove this, denote by Mo, Mi, ..., Mn-—1 the points with com- 
plex coordinates Z%, Zi, ..., Zn—1. Because OM, = |Z,| = Vr for 
k € {0, 1, ..., n—1}, it follows that the points M;, lie on the circle C(O; ¢/r). 


On the other hand, the measure of the arc MyM x41 is equal to 


t* + 2(k +1) — (t* + 2k 2 
arg Zp41 — arg Z, = sre ed ues 


’ 


n n 
for all k € {0,1, ..., n— 2}, and the remaining arc Mn_1Mo is 

a Qn — (n iy 

n n 
Because all of the arcs MoM, M,Mp, nee Mn_1Mo are equal, the polygon 


MoM, --:-My-_1 is regular. 


Example. Let us find the cube roots of the number z = 1 +7 and represent 
them in the complex plane. 
The polar representation of z = 1+ 7 is 


z= v2 (cos 7 +isin[). 


The cube roots of the number z are 


T 27 nes T 27 
Zk = 93 (cos (5 +0) +27s1n (B+es)), k =0,1,2, 


or in explicit form, 


Wins V2 (cos = + isin), 


3 3 
4, = V8 (cost +isinZ), 


and 
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46 
In polar coordinates, the geometric images of the numbers Zo, Z,, Z2 are 


T 37 Wis 
M (v2, =), 3, 2"). el 2, = |. 

0 (V2 D 1({ v2 4}? 2 v2 1D 

The resulting equilateral triangle MoM Mg is shown in Fig. 2.6. 


Figure 2.6. 


2.2.2 The nth Roots of Unity 


The roots of the equation Z” — 1 = 0 are called the nth roots of unity. Since 
1 =cos0+7sin0, from the formulas for the nth roots of a complex number, 


we derive that the nth roots of unity are 


Qkr 
Ex = cos—— +isin—, ke {0,1,2,..., n—1}. 
n n 
Explicitly, we have 
Eo = cos0 +7sin0 = 1; 
27 . , 20 
€1 = cos — +isin — =¢; 
n n 
4n |, Ar 2 
E2 = cos — +isin — = «°; 
n n 
2(n—1)r 2(n — 1)r 
ent = gerbe io OE = ert, 
n 


nr 
The set {1, ¢, e7, ..., e" +} is denoted by U,. Observe that the set U;, 
is generated by the element ¢, i.e., the elements of U,, are the powers of «. 
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As stated before, the geometric images of the nth roots of unity are the 
vertices of a regular polygon with n sides inscribed in the unit circle with one 
of the vertices at 1. 

We take a brief look at some particular values of n: 


1. For n = 2, the equation Z* — 1 = 0 has the roots —1 and 1, which are the 
square roots of unity. 

2. For n = 3, the cube roots of unity, i.e., the roots of equation 7? — 1 = 0, 
are given by 


2k 2k 
Ek = COS 7 +isin 7 fork € {0,1, 2}. 
Hence 
a 1, ¢é cos an | Si ai 1, ,v3 
= = + 2sin = ma =€E 
i i ee 279 
and 
E9 = Cos il i si on 1 32 
= + 2S1n = =e. 
4 3 3 a wes 


They form an equilateral triangle inscribed in the circle C(O; 1) as in 
Fig. 2.7. 


Figure 2.7. 


3. For n = 4, the fourth roots of unity are 


2k 2k 
Ek = COS = -2sin - for k = 0,1, 2,3. 


In explicit form, we have 


ue Wg IE ne 
Eg = cos0+isin0O = 1; aes 


bs Sy ans Ye : 
€2 =cos7 +isina = —land é3 = cos + isin = = —4. 
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Observe that U4 = {1, i, i?, 12} ={1, i, —1, —i}. The geometric images 
of the fourth roots of unity are the vertices of a square inscribed in the 
circle C(O; 1) (Fig. 2.8). 

The root ex € U, is called primitive if for all positive integer, m < n we 


have ef # 1. 
4 HAWN 1 


-i 


Figure 2.8. 


Proposition 1. 


(a) If nlq, then every root of Z” —1=0 is a root of Z7-1=0. 

(b) The common roots of Z™ —1 = 0 and Z” —1 = 0 are the roots of 
Z4—1=0, where d= gcd(m, n), i.e., Um NUn = Ua. 

(c) The primitive roots of Z™ —1 = 0 are e, = cos 74= 
0<k<™m and gcd(k, m) =1. 


+ isin 28, where 


m? 


Proof. 


(a) If g = pn, then 77-1 = (Z")? —1 = (Z" — 1\(Ze-le +++-+Z"+1), 
and the conclusion follows. 


: 2 eae 
(b) Consider ¢, = cos + isin 


— aroot of Z™—1=0 and €% = cos 74% + 
isin 7 a root of Z” — 1 = 0. Since |ep| = |e, | = 1, we have ep = €;, if 
and only if argc, = arge, ie., 2pm = 240 + 2rm for some integer r. The 
last relation is equivalent to 2 — 4 =r, that is, pn—gm = rmn. 

On the other hand we have m = m’d and n = n’d, where 
gcd(m’, n’) = 1. From the relation pn—gm = rmn, we obtain n'p—m'q = 
rm'n'd. Hence m’|n'p, so m'|p. That is, p = p’m’ for some positive integer 
p’ and 
2pm 2p'm'n _—_2p'r 

— md d 
Conversely, since djm and d|n (from property a), every root of Z/—1=0 
is a root of Z™” —1=O0 and Z”—-1=0. 


arg ep = and ed =1. 
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(c) First we will find the smallest positive integer p such that e? = 1. From 
the relation <2 = 1, it follows that oELE = 2qn for some positive integer 
q. That is, “8 = q € Z. Consider d = ged(k, m) and k = k'd, m= md, 
where ged(k’, m’) = 1. We obtain k’pd = KE € Z. Since k’ and m’ are 
relatively primes, we get m’|p. Therefore, the smallest positive integer p 
with <2 = 1 is p=’. Substituting in the relation m = m’d yields that 
p=", where d = gcd(k, m). 
If e, is a primitive root of unity, then from relation «2 = 1, p = 


PTC Ie it follows that p = m, ie., ged(k, m) = 1. 


Remark. From Proposition 1(b) in Sect. 2.2.2, one obtains that the equa- 
tions Z™ —1=0 and Z” —1 =0 have the unique common root 1 if and only 
if ged(m, n) = 1. 


Proposition 2. Ife € Un is a primitive root of unity, then the roots of the 
equation z"—1=0 aree™, e™*1, ..., e™+"—!, where r is an arbitrary positive 
integer. 


Proof. Let r be a positive integer and consider h € {0,1, ..., m—1}. Then 
(ore? = (err P= 1,16,6° °" ine root of 2° = 1 — 0. 

We need only prove that e", e"t!, ..., eT +”~! are distinct. Assume by way 
of contradiction that for r+h, Ar+h2 and hy > hz, we have e™t = et the, 
Then e?th2(e%1—h2 _ 1) = 0. But e™+"2 4 0 implies ¢?1~”2 = 1. Taking into 
account that hy — ho <n and € is a primitive root of Z” — 1 = 0, we obtain 
a contradiction. 


Proposition 3. Let €o, €1,...,€n—1 be the nth roots of unity. For every pos- 
itive integer k, the following relation holds: 


Hi 
. ek —_ nN, if nk, 
2 J ~~ ) 0, otherwise. 
j=0 


Proof. Consider ¢ = cos 2 + isin 2. Then € € U,, is a primitive root of 
unity, whence e” = 1 if and only if n|m. Assume that n does not divide k. 
We have 


n-1 n-1 n-1 le 
sa ; fic (chy i (er)* 
k_ k_ kyj _ _ = 
ee (e7) => (e") = i ae =0. 
j=0 j=0 j=0 
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Proposition 4. Let p be a prime number and let € = cos =n + isin ae If 
G0, G1, ..-, Gp—1 are nonzero integers, the relation 


do +aie+-+++ap1e”"' =0 
holds if and only if ag = a, =-++ = ap_1.- 


Proof. If aj = ay =+++ = @p_1, then the above relation is clearly true. 

Conversely, define the polynomials f, g € Z[X] by f = ao +ayX +---+ 
dp-1X?~! andg =14+X+4+---+X?7!. If the polynomials f, g have com- 
mon zeros, then gcd(f, g) divides g. But it is well known (for example 
by Eisenstein’s irreducibility criterion) that g is irreducible over Z. Hence 
ecd(f, g) = g, so g|f, and we obtain g = kf for some nonzero integer k, i.e., 
ag = ay =°+': = An-1- 


Problem 1. Find the number of ordered pairs (a, b) of real numbers such 
that (a + bi)? = a — bi. 


(American Mathematics Contest 12A, 2002, Problem 24) 


Solution. Let z = a+ bi, Z=a-— bi, and |z| = Va? + b?. The given relation 
becomes 279°? = Z. Note that 
jpeg? _ [grrr | = | | 


lz [Z| = lz, 


from which it follows that 
la|(|2{0 — 1) = 0. 


Hence |z| = 0 and (a, b) = (0, 0), or |z| = 1. In the case |z| = 1, we have 
22002 — Z, which is equivalent to 2293 = z- z = |z|? = 1. Since the equation 
72003 — | has 2003 distinct solutions, there are altogether 1 + 2003 = 2004 
ordered pairs that meet the required conditions. 


Problem 2. Two regular polygons are inscribed in the same circle. The first 
polygon has 1982 sides and the second has 2973 sides. If the polygons have 
any common vertices, how many such vertices will there be? 


Solution. The number of common vertices is given by the number of com- 
mon roots of 219? — 1 = 0 and z?973 — 1 = 0. Applying Proposition 1(b) in 
Sect. 2.2.2 yields that the desired number is d = gcd(1982, 2973) = 991. 


Problem 3. Let ¢ € U,, be a primitive root of unity and let z be a complex 
number such that |z —e*| <1 for allk =0,1, ..., n—1. Prove that z = 0. 


Solution. From the given condition, it follows that (z — e*)(z—e*) < 1, 


yielding |z|? < z(e*)+z-e*, k=0,1, ..., n—1. By summing these relations, 
we obtain 
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Thus z = 0. 


Problem 4. Let PoP, --+Pn—1 be a regular polygon inscribed in a circle of 
radius 1. Prove the following: 


(a) PoPi: PoP2---PoPn1 =n; 


2 -1 
(b) sin * sin... sin ee se 
n n 


n = Qn—1? 
On 7 . 30 _ (2n—-1)r 1 
c) sin a sin a sin oe = el 
Solution. 


(a) Without loss of generality, we may assume that the vertices of the polygon 
are the geometric images of the nth roots of unity, and Py = 1. Consider 
the polynomial f = 2” —1 = (z—1)(z—«)---(z—e""1), where € = 
cos 2= + isin =. Then it is clear that 


n= fi(l) =(1—e)(1— 2) (1—e""}), 


Taking the modulus of each side yields the desired result. 
(b) We have 


2k 2k k k k 
1—e* = 1~-cos f 7sin 7 = 2sin’? i 27 sin cos i 
n n n n n 
_ kn ( _ kr, =) 
= 2sin sin 1.COS ; 
n n n 
Pe _ kr ; 
whence |1 —e"| = 2sin —, k= 1,2, ..., n—1, and the desired trigono- 


metric identity follows from part (a). 

(c) Consider the regular polygon QoQ1--:Qan—1 inscribed in the same cir- 
cle whose vertices are the geometric images of the 2nth roots of unity. 
According to (a), 


QoQ1 - QoQ2- + QoQan-1 = 2n. 


Now taking into account that QoQ2---Qean_2 is also a regular polygon, 
we deduce from (a) that 


QoQ2- QoQ4--- QoQan-2 = n. 


Combining the last two relations yields 


QoQ1 - QoQ3--- QoQan-1 = 2. 
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A similar computation to that in (b) leads to 


2k —1 
Osea ein 5 is ae eee 
n 


and the desired result follows. ; 9 
Let n be a positive integer and let ¢, = cos = +isin “7 The nth cyclo- 
n n 


tomic polynomial is defined by 


én(z)= [J (ef). 
1<k<n-1 
gcd(k,n)=1 


Clearly, the degree of ¢,, is y(n), where y is the Euler totient function. The 
polynomial ¢, is monic with integer coefficients and is irreducible over Q. 
The first sixteen cyclotomic polynomials are given below: 


o(z) =x-1, 

go(a) =a +1, 

$3(2) =a? +2+1, 

da(x) = 27 +1, 

és(t) = a+ +a3 +e? +241, 

¢e(x) = 27-2 +1, 

é7(t) = 2° + 2° ag? ae te 

bs(x) = 24 +1, 

do(xz) = 2° +2? +1, 

bio(x) = a* — a8 +a? —24+1, 

du(z) =a +a2 ta +---+ar41, 

bi2(x) = «* — a? +1, 

di3(z) =a? +a +a 4---4+041, 

bia(a) = a8 — 2° +4 —o8 +2? -—2 41, 

dis(a) = o® — 2" +99 — at +272 -—¢+1 
(x)= 


The following properties of cyclotomic polynomials are well known: 


(1) If g > 1 is an odd integer, then ¢2,(x) = ¢4(—2). 
(2) Ifn > 1, then 


p, when n is a power of a prime p, 
1, otherwise. 


a(t) = { 
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The next problem extends the trigonometric identity in Problem 4(b) in 
Sect. 2.2.2. 


Problem 5. The following identities hold: 
1 


_ kr : : 
(a) II sin — = ——, whenever n is not a power of a prime; 
1<k<n-1 n — Qe(n) 
gcd(k, n)=1 


k 
(b) II cos = ~——__., for all odd positive integers n. 
1<k<n—1 n 2e(n) 
gcd(k, n)=1 


Solution. 


(a) As we have seen in Problem 4(b) in Sect. 2.2.2, 
‘ _ kr fl. kr, kr 2. kr kn |. ker 
l—e, =2sin sin 1.COS = -—sin cos +i7sin . 
n n n n n n 
We have 


2 kr kr kr 
1= rt 1 = _ k = ] f ed 
on(1) I] (1-«%) I] sin (cos 7 t esin =) 


1<k<n-1 1<k<n-1 . 
gcd(k, n)=1 gcd(k, n)=1 
99(n) k 
= aan II sin (cos POD + isin ad) 
a 
1<k<n-1 
gcd(k, n)=1 
Qe(n) _ kr o(n) 
= an [I] s=— |G); 
(-1) 1<k<n-1 ‘ 
gcd(k, n)=1 


where we have used the fact that y(n) is even, and also the well-known 


relation ‘ 
S- k= gnyl(n). 


1<k<n—1 
gcd(k, n)=1 
The conclusion follows. 
(b) We have 
2k 2k k; k 
1+e* =1+ cos a + 7sin 7 = 2cos? ~" + 27 sin ae 
nm n nm n n 


k k 
= 2e05 == (cos + isin) k=0,1,..., n-1. 
nm mr n 
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Because n is odd, it follows from the relation ¢2n (7) = ¢n(—2x) that d,(—1) = 
gon (1) = 1. Then 


1=¢(-1)= [J GQ-s)=Cor JJ ate) 


1<k<n-1 1<k<n-1 
gcd(k, n)=1 gcd(k, n)=1 
k kn, 
= (-1)P™ II 2. cos cos + 4 sin 
nr 
1<k<n-1 
gcd(k, n)=1 


k ( ) - . ( ) 
= (-1)7™2" | | cos rr (cos 5 7+ 7s 9 T 


1<k<n-1 
gcd(k, n)=1 
¥(r) 5yp(n) kr 
=(-1) 2? II cos —, 
nm 
1<k<n—1 
gcd(k, n)=1 


yielding the desired identity. 


2.2.38 Binomial Equations 


A binomial equation is an equation of the form Z” + a = 0, where a € C* 
and n > 2 is an integer. 

Solving for Z means finding the nth roots of the complex number —a. This 
is, in fact, a simple polynomial equation of degree n with complex coefficients. 
From the well-known fundamental theorem of algebra, it follows that it has 
exactly n complex roots, and it is obvious that the roots are distinct. 


Example. 
(1) Let us find the roots of 7? + 8 = 0. 


We have —8 = 8(cos7 +isin7), so the roots are 


w+ Qkr n+ 2Qkr 
n 


2 =2 (cos 3 + isi 3 i k € {0,1, 2}. 


(2) Let us solve the equation 7° — Z73(1+i)+7=0. 
Observe that the equation is equivalent to 


(Z? — 1)(Z? — 7) =0. 


Solving the binomial equations Z? — 1 = 0 and Z? —i = 0 for Z, we 
obtain the solutions 
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2k 2k 
Ef, = COS " + isin — for k {0,1, 2} 
3 3 
and = eS 
—+2kr ~+2kr 
Zk = COS 3 + isin 2 5 for k € {0,1, 2}. 


2.2.4 Problems 


1. Find the square roots of the following complex numbers: 


(a) z=1+i; (b) 2=3%; ()2= +s 


(d) z=-2(1+iV3); (e) z=7—24i. 
2. Find the cube roots of the following complex numbers: 
(a) z=-i; (b) z=-27; (c) z=2+4 2%; 
i> avs 
Sage hoe 
3. Find the fourth roots of the following complex numbers: 


(a) z=2-iV12; (b) z=V3+i; (ce) z=3; 
(d) z=—2i; (e) z=—-7+4 24%. 


4. Find the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, and 12th roots of the complex numbers given 


(e) z= 184 26%. 


above. 

5. Let Un = {€0, €1, €2, ---, En—-1}. Prove the following: 
(a) €;-€% € Un, for all j, ke {0,1, ..., n—1}; 
(b) e7* € Up, for all j € {0,1, ..., n— 1}. 


6. Solve the following equations: 
(a) 22-125=0; (b) 24+16=0; 
(c) 22+64i=0; (d) 22-271=0. 
7. Solve the following equations: 
(a) 2° —2izt-iz?-2=0; (b) 2&+iz2+i-1=0; 
(c) (2—3¢)2°+1+5i1=0; (d) 2494 (—2+%)2° —-21=0. 


8. Solve the equation 
zg* =5(z—1)\(22 —z+1). 


9. Let z be a complex number such that 2” + z”-!+...+1 = 0. Prove 
that 
n+1 


ner t+... 42z41= ' . 
Samy 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 
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Let z be a complex number such that 


(o) ert) 


For an arbitrary integer n, evaluate 


Let v and w be distinct randomly chosen roots of the equation 
gh 1 =0, 
m - ———= 
Let — be the probability that V2+V3< |v + w|, where m and n are 
n 
relatively prime positive integers. Find m+n. 


(1997 AIME, Problem 14) 


Pee 
z—14 

Let 21, 22, 23, 24 be the roots of (<=) = 1. Determine the value of 
z—-i 


Ge + 1)(z3 + 1) (22 + 1)(z2 +1). 


The equation x!° + (132 — 101°) = 0 has 10 complex roots r1, 77, ra, 72, 
73, 73, T4, Ta, 75, 75, Where the bar denotes the complex conjugate. Find 
the value of 
1 1 1 1 ak 
+——+ ; 
riry TaT2. 737300 «TaTa4 15M5 


(1994 AIME, Problem 13) 


For certain real values of a,b,c, and d, the equation 
z* + ax? + ba? ++cr+d=0 


has four nonreal roots. The product of two of these roots is 13 + 7, and 
the sum of the other two roots is 3 + 47, where 1 = /—1. Find b. 


(1995 AIME, Problem 5) 


Chapter 3 
Complex Numbers and Geometry 


3.1 Some Simple Geometric Notions and Properties 


3.1.1 The Distance Between Two Points 


Suppose that the complex numbers z; and zz have the geometric images My 
and M2. Then the distance between the points M, and Mg is given by 


M, Mo = |z4 == 29|. 
The distance function d: C x C > [0, oo) is defined by 
(1, 22) = |z1 — 2a], 


and it satisfies the following properties: 


(a) (positivity and nondegeneracy): 
d(za, 22) >0 for all 21, 22 € C; 


d(z1, 22) =0 if and only if z1 = ze. 


(b) (symmetry): 
A(z, 22) =d(z2, 21) for all 21, z2 €C. 
(c) (triangle inequality): 
d(z, 22) <d(m, 23) +d(z3, 22) for all 21, zo, 23 EC. 
To justify (c), let us observe that 


|z1 — 22| = |(21 — 23) + (23 — 22)| < |z1 — 23] + |23 — 2al, 
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from the modulus property. Equality holds if and only if there is a positive 
real number & such that 


23 — 21 = k(zq — 23). 


3.1.2 Segments, Rays, and Lines 


Let A and B be two distinct points with complex coordinates a and b. We 
say that the point M with complex coordinate z is between the points A and 
Biftz#a, z#b, and the following relation holds: 


la— z| + |z—b| = |a— Bl. 


We use the notation A — M — B when the point M is between A and B. 

The set (AB) ={M: A-—M — B} is called the open segment determined 
by the points A and B. The set [AB] = (AB)U{A, B} represents the closed 
segment defined by the points A and B. 


Theorem 1. Suppose A(a) and B(b) are two distinct points. The following 
statements are equivalent: 


(1) M € (AB). 

(2) There is a positive real number k such that z—a=k(b— 2). 

(3) There is a real number t € (0, 1) such that z = (1—t)a+ tb, where z is 
the complex coordinate of M. 


Proof. We first prove that (1) and (2) are equivalent. Indeed, we have M € 
(AB) if and only if |a—z|+|z—b| = |a—d|. That is, d(a, z)+d(z, b) = d(a, b), 
or equivalently, there is a real number k > 0 such that z— a = k(b— z). 

To prove (2) = (3), set t = a € (0, 1), or k = ~& > 0. Then we have 
z—a=k(b-—z) if and only if z = pre t+ Garb. That is, z = (1—t)a+ tb, 
and we are done. 


The set (AB = {M|A— M-— B or A— B— M} is called the open ray with 
endpoint A that contains B. 


Theorem 2. Suppose A(a) and B(b) are two distinct points. The following 
statements are equivalent: 


(1) M € (AB. 

(2) There is a positive real number t such that z = (1—t)a+ tb, where z is 
the complex coordinate of M. 

(3) arg(z — a) = arg(b— a). 
Za 


(4) a e Rt. 


—a 


Proof. It suffices to prove that (1) > (2) > (3) = (4) = (1). 
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(1) = (2). Since M € (AB, we have A— M — B or A— B— M. There are 
numbers t, | € (0, 1) such that 


z=(1-t)at+tborb=(1—-Jatlz. 


1 
In the first case, we are done; for the second case, set t = 7 and 
therefore, 


z=tb—(t —la=(1-t)a+ bb, 


as claimed. 
(2) > (3). From z = (1—t)a+ tb, t > 0, we obtain 
z-a=t(b-a), t >0. 
Hence 
arg(z — a) = arg(b—a). 
(3) => (4). The relation 


z— a 


b-a 


arg = arg(z — a) — arg(b— a) + 2kx for some k € Z 


implies arg ; ae 2kn, k € Z. Since arg ; — 


Se [0, 27), it 


z& 


follows that k = 0 and arg P e 


z- 
= 0. Th 
A us 7— 


— ai Rt, as 
= a 
desired. ae 
(4) => (1). Let t= haa R*. Hence 
—-a 


z=at+t(b—a)=(1—-tha+tb, t >0. 
If t € (0,1), then M € (AB) C (AB. 
Ift = 1, then z = b and M = B € (AB. Finally, if t > 1, then setting 
1 
l= as (0,1), we have 
bak +(1-Da. 


It follows that A— B—M and M € (AB. 
The proof is now complete. 


Theorem 3. Suppose A(a) and B(b) are two distinct points. The following 
statements are equivalent: 


(1) M(z) lies on the line AB. 
(2) E* ER. 


a 


(3) There is a real number t such that z = (1—t)a+ tb. 
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(4) 


Z-QAZ-G4 


b—-ab-—a =. 


(5) 
zz 
aal|=0. 
bal 
Proof. To obtain the equivalences (1) = (2) = (3), observe that for a point 
C such that C — A — B, the line AB is the union (AB U {A} U (AC. Then 
apply Theorem 2. 
Next we prove the equivalences (2) = (4) = (5). 


Indeed, we have — 


* ER if and only if 7“ = (=), 
—a b-a 
That is, a ea, or equivalently, 
b-a b-@ 
that (2) is equivalent to (4). 
Moreover, we have 


Z-QA2-G4 
b-ab-@ 


= 0, so we obtain 


zZz1 z-az—-a0 
aa1|=O if and only if a @ 1/=0. 
bbl b-—ab—ao0 


The last relation is equivalent to 


so we obtain that (4) is equivalent to (5), and we are done. 


Problem 1. Let z1, z2, z3 be complex numbers such that |z1| = |z2| = |z3| = 
R and z2 # z3. Prove that 


min |az2 + (1 — a)z3 — 24| |zy — Z2|-|z1 — 2a]. 
ac€R 


~ OR 
(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 1984) 


Solution. Let z = az 2 + (1 — a)zs3, a € R, and consider the points 

A,, Ao, A3, A with complex coordinates 21, z2, 23, z, respectively. From 

the hypothesis, it follows that the circumcenter of triangle A; A2A3 is the 

origin of the complex plane. Notice that point A lies on the line AzA3, so 

A,A = |z — 2;1| is greater than or equal to the altitude A,B of the triangle 
It suffices to prove that 


: A, Ag: A, Az. 


a oR 


+21 — 2a|l21 — zal = 
oR! ZQZ1 23| = 


3.1 Some Simple Geometric Notions and Properties 61 


A; 


Ad A3 


Figure 3.1. 


Indeed, since R is the circumradius of the triangle A; A2A3, we have 
Ai Ag+ Ag Az A3Ai 
2area[A;A2A3] = 2 4R -_ A, Ag -A3Ay 
Ap A3 Ao A3 a 2R : 


AiB= 


as claimed. 


3.1.38 Dividing a Segment into a Given Ratio 


Consider two distinct points A(a) and B(b). A point M(z) on the line AB 
divides the segment AB into the ratio k € R\{1} if the following vectorial 


relation holds: mar 
MA=k-M B. 


In terms of complex numbers, this relation can be written as 
a—z=k(b—z) or (1—k)z =a— kb. 


Hence, we obtain 
a—kb 
1—k- 
Observe that for k < 0, the point M lies on the line segment joining the 
points A and B. If k € (0,1), then M € (AB\{AB]. Finally, if k > 1, then 
M € (BA\{ABI. 
As a consequence, note that for k = —1, we obtain that the coordinate of 


b 
the midpoint of segment AB is given by zy = am : 
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Example. Let A(a), B(b), C(c) be noncollinear points in the complex plane. 
Then the midpoint M of segment AB has the complex coordinate zy = 


b 
aul . The centroid G of triangle ABC' divides the median C'M in the pro- 
portion 2: 1 internally; hence its complex coordinate is given by k = —2, ie., 


c+2zy at+bt+c 


142 3 


ZG >= 


3.1.4 Measure of an Angle 


Recall that a triangle is oriented if an ordering of its vertices is specified. It is 
positively, or directly, oriented if the vertices are oriented counterclockwise. 
Otherwise, we say that the triangle is negatively oriented. Consider two dis- 
tinct points Mi(z1) and M2(z2) other than the origin in the complex plane. 


The angle M;OM2 is positively, or directly, oriented if the points M, and 
Mp are ordered counterclockwise (Fig. 3.2). 


Proposition. The measure of the directly oriented angle M, OM) is equal 
z 
to arg = 
21 
Proof. In order to simplify the presentation, we will use the same notation 
for the measure of an angle as for the angle. We consider the following two 


cases. 


M, 


Figure 3.2. 


(a) If the triangle MOM is negatively oriented (Fig. 3.2), then 


MOM» = ZOM> ~ zOM, = arg(z2) — arg(z1) = arg 2 
21 
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Figure 3.3. 


(b) If the triangle MM, OM4 is positively oriented (Fig. 3.3), then 
M, OM» = 20 — M3OM, = 20 —are =, 
22 


since the triangle MzO0M, is negatively oriented. Thus 


M, OM, = 27 — arg a 20 (2 arg =) = arg le 
vp) ZL ZY 


as claimed. 


Remark. The result also holds if the points O, M,, Mo are collinear. 


Example. 


(a) Suppose that z] = 1+7 and zg = —1+7. Then (see Fig. 3.4) 


zq —-1+é_ (-1+4)(1-i) 
za l+i 2 


=, 


sO 


MOM» =argi= ; and MOM, = arg(—7) = - 


1 
(b) Suppose that z; =i and z. = 1. Then eo —i, so (see Fig. 3.5) 
Z1 a 


M,OM2 = arg(—1) = a and Mj,0M, = arg(t) = . 


Theorem. Consider three distinct points Mi(z1), M2(z2), and M3(z3). The 
measure of the oriented angle M3M, M3 is arg ia 
22 — 21 
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Proof. Translation by the vector —z; maps the points MM, M2, M3 into the 
points O, Mé, M3, with complex coordinates O, z2 — 21, 23 — 21. Moreover, 
we have MzM,M3 = M$OM3. By the previous result, we obtain 


M,(-1 +i) M,(1 +i) 


a 


Figure 3.4. 
4 
9 M0 
M, (1) 
Figure 3.5. 
reer 23-2 
MSOM} = arg 2, 
22 — 41 


as claimed. 
Example. Suppose that z; = 4+ 3i, z2=4+7i, z3 =8+ 71. Then 


23-2 444 2 9° 
SO ; 
MoMih Saree Ss" 
3M iMg = arg | 
and 
———— 2 71 
M3M,M; = Siparicad ee 
2lM1 M3 Me Tay arg( i) A 


Remark. Using polar representation, from the above result we have 
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23.— 21 23 — 21 23.— 21 ae 23 — 21 
= cos | arg +7sin | arg ——— 
22 — 21 22 — 21 22 — 21 22 — 21 
23-21 ae a sh 
= cos MyM, M3 + isin MoM, M3 : 
22 — 21 


3.1.5 Angle Between Two Lines 


Consider four distinct points M;(z;), 7 € {1, 2,3, 4}. The measure of the angle 
determined by the lines M4, M3 and MoM, equals arg ca arg —- 
Z4 — 22 23— 21 

The proof is obtained following the same ideas as in the previous subsection. 


3.1.6 Rotation of a Point 


Consider an angle a and the complex number given by 
€ =cosa+isina. 


Let z =r(cost +isint) be a complex number and M its geometric image. 
Form the product ze = r(cos(t + a) +7sin(t+a)) and let us observe that 
|ze| =r and 
arg(zée) = argz +a. 


It follows that the geometric image M’ of ze is the rotation of M with respect 
to the origin through the angle a (Fig. 3.6). 


Figure 3.6. 


Now we have all the ingredients to establish the following result: 


Proposition. Suppose that the point C' is the rotation of B with respect to 
A through the angle a. 
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Ifa, b, c are the coordinates of the points A, B, C, respectively, then 
c=a+(b—a)e, where e = cosa +isina. 

Proof. Translation by the vector —a maps the points A, B, C into the points 
O, B', C’, with complex coordinates O, b—a, c—a, respectively (see Fig. 3.7). 


The point C’ is the image of B’ under rotation about the origin through the 
angle a, so c—a = (b—a)e, or c=a+(b—a)e, as desired. 


Cc B 


Figure 3.7. 


We will call the formula in the above proposition the rotation formula. 


Problem 1. Let ABCD and BNMK be two nonoverlapping squares and let 
E be the midpoint of AN. If point F is the foot of the perpendicular from B 
to the line CK, prove that points E, F, B are collinear. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at F' and the axis Ck 
and FB, where F'B is the imaginary axis (Fig. 3.8). 
Let c, k, bt be the complex coordinates of points C, K, Bwithc, k, bE R. 
1 


Rotation with center B through the angle #0 = 3 maps point C' to A, so A 
has the complex coordinate a = b(1 — 7) + ci. Similarly, point N is obtained 
by rotating point K around B through the angle 0 = =) and its complex 
coordinate is 

n = b(1+%) — ki. 
The midpoint EF of segment AN has complex coordinate 


a+tn em ome 
e= = i 
2 2 


so FE lies on the line F'B, as desired. 
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K 


A E N 
Figure 3.8. 


Problem 2. On the sides AB, BC, CD, DA of quadrilateral ABCD, and 
exterior to the quadrilateral, we construct squares of centers Oi, O2, O3, Oa, 
respectively. Prove that 


O1;03 ae O2O4 and O;O03 => O204. 
(Van Aubel) 


Solution. Let ABM M’, BCNN', CDPP’, and DAQQ’ be the constructed 
squares with centers O,, Oz, O3, Oa, respectively (Fig. 3.9). 


M’ M 
Figure 3.9. 


Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of each of the 
points denoted by an uppercase letter, i.e., 01 is the coordinate of Oj, etc. 
Point M is obtained from point A by a rotation about B through the angle 


d= i hence m = b+ (a — 6)t. Likewise, 
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n=ct+(b—c)i, p=d+(c—d)i and g=a+(d—a)i. 
It follows that 


_atm _ atb+(a—bji 6 _ b+e+ (b—e 

OS 2 2 ’ 2— 2 ’ 
e+d+(c—d)ji d+a+(d—a)i 

rr re Ti, ae a ama 


Then 
03-01 | c+d—a—b+i(ce—d—a+b) 


04-02 at+d—b—ct+i(d—a—bt+ec) © 
so O,O03 | O204. Moreover, 


03 — O71 


=| a= 


O4 — O92 
hence 0,03 = O2Q04g, as desired. 


Problem 3. In the exterior of the triangle ABC we construct triangles 
ABR, BCP, and CAQ such that 


m(PBC) = m(CAQ) = 45°, 

m(BCP) = m(QCA) = 30°, 

m(ABR) = m(RAB) = 15°. 
Prove that 


m(QRP) = 90° and RQ = RP. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at point R and let M be 
the foot of the perpendicular from P to the line BC (Fig. 3.10). 


A Q 


~ 


P 
Figure 3.10. 
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Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a point 


MC > 
denoted by an uppercase letter. From MP = MB and vic V3, it follows 
that 


Po 4 an as 


b—-m p-—m 
whence 
_ c+ V3b , b-c , 
ea: ee 
Likewise, 


c+ V/3a a-c., 
= = =i. 
14+V3 1+¥V3 
Point B is obtained from point A by a rotation about R through the angle 


@ = 150°, so 
V3 1 
b= = ame =1 . 
“( a 5 


Simple algebraic manipulations show that ie i © R*, whence QR 1 PR. 


q 
Moreover, |p| = |ég| = |¢|, RP = RQ, and we are done. 


Problem 4. The points (0,0), (a,11), and (b, 37) are the vertices of an equi- 
lateral triangle. Find the value of ab. 


(1994 AIME, Problem 8) 


Solution. Consider the points as lying in the complex plane. The point 
b+ 377 is then a rotation of 60° of a+ 11i about the origin, so 


1. V3i 
(a + 11i)(cos60° + isin60°) = (a + 11%) (; | = b+ 371. 


Equating the real and imaginary parts, we have 


bh a 11v3 
~ 92 2° 
11) av3 
37 = — + — 
ae 2 


By solving this system, we find that a = 21/3, b = 5V3. Thus, the answer 
is 315. 


Remark. There is another solution in which the point b + 377 is a rotation 
of a+ 112 through —60°. However, this triangle is just a reflection of the first 
triangle in the y-axis, and the signs of a and b are reversed. However, the 
product ab is unchanged. 
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Problem 5. Let ABCD be a convex quadrilateral. Let P be the point outside 
ABCD such that angle APB is a right angle and P is equidistant from A 
and B. Let points Q, R, and S be given by the same conditions with respect 
to the other three edges of ABCD. Let J, K, L, and M be the midpoints of 
PQ, QR, RS, and SP, respectively. Prove that JK LM is a square. 


(American Mathematical Monthly) 


Solution. By Van Aubel’s theorem, the lines PR and QS are perpendicular, 
and the segments PR and QS are equal. Let O be the intersection point of the 
lines PR and QS. Without loss of generality, assume that |PR| = |QS| = 1. 
Consider now the Cartesian coordinate system centered at O with axes PR 
and QS. In this case, 


Q = (u,0), S=(u—1,0), R=(0,v), P=(0,v—1), 


for some positive real numbers u, v less than 1. Hence 


uvu—tl uv u-luv u-1lv-1 
— —, —— = L — = 
os (5. =). (5-5): ( 2 3M ( az. =). 
from which we can deduce, by making use of the distance formula combined 
with the Pythagorean theorem, that the quadrilateral Jk LM is a square. 


3.2 Conditions for Collinearity, Orthogonality, 
and Concyclicity 


In this section, we consider four distinct points M;(z;), 2 € {1,2,3, 4}. 
Proposition 1. The points M,, Mz, Ms are collinear if and only if 


23 & 
feel ee. 


22 — 21 


Proof. The collinearity of the points M,, Mz, M3 is equivalent to M3M, M3 € 
{0, a}. It follows that 


z3—-Z 
arg ~ ——* € {0, r}, 
2221 


or equivalently, 


as claimed. 


Proposition 2. The lines M;M2 and M3Mz, are orthogonal if and only if 


21 — 22 : 
—§ € iR*. 


23 — 24 
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Proof. We have MyM 1 M3M, if and only if (MyM ,M3My) € {%, 32}. 


This is equivalent to arg a E {Z, ary. We obtain = € iR*. 


Remark. Suppose that Mz = My. Then M,Mz L M3Mp if and only if 
21—22 € {R*. 


23-22 


Example. 


(1) Consider the points M)(2 — i), Mz(—1 + 2%), M3(—2 — 7), M4(1 + 22). 
Simple algebraic manipulation shows that 


21 — 22 


= 3 hence M, M2 a M3M4. 
23. — 24 
(2) Consider the points M)(2 — 7%), M2(—1+ 27), Ms(1+ 27), Ma(—2—%). 
Then we have ee = —i, and hence M, Mz L M3M4. 


744 


Problem 1. Let 2, 22, 23 be the coordinates of vertices A, B, C of a tri- 
angle. If wy = z1 — 22 and wz = 23 — 21, prove that A = 90° if and only if 
Re(wi -W2) =0. 


Solution. We have A = 90° if and only if ar € iR, which is equiva- 


lent to @ € iR, ie, Re (4) = 0. The last relation is equivalent to 
WW =e 


Re (435) = 0, ie., Re(w, - W2) = 0, as desired. 


—|we|? 


Proposition 3. The distinct points M\(z1), M2(z2), Ms3(z3), Ma(z4) are 
concyclic or collinear if and only if 


23-22 23-24 


k= R*. 


Zy— 22° 2-24 


Proof. Assume that the points are collinear. We can arrange four points on 
a circle in (4 — 1)! = 3! = 6 different ways. Consider the case in which 
M,, M2, Mz, Mz, are given in this order. Then MM, Mz, M3, Ms, are con- 
cyclic if and only if 


MM 3M; + M3MiM, € {30, 1}. 


That is, 


23 — 22 Z1 — 24 
arg ~_* + arg € {37, 7H. 
21 — 22 23 — 24 


Because 


1 f 2n7—-argzifzeC*\R,, 
ag =4 4 ifz eR, 
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we obtain 
23 — 22 23 — 24 
arg arg {-1,7}, 
41 — 22 21 — 24 


ie, k <0. 
For all other arrangements of the four points, the proof is similar. Note 
that k > 0 in three cases and & < 0 in the other three. 


The number & is called the cross ratio of the four points M1 (21), Me(z2), 
M3(z3), and M4(za). 


Remarks. 
(1) The points 4, M2, Ms, My, are collinear if and only if 


23 — 22 23 — 24 


€ R* and 


41 — 22 21 — 24 


ER". 


(2) The points ,, Mz, Ms, M4, are concyclic if and only if 


23-22 23 — 24 23 — 22 23 — 24 
k= : R*, but ¢ R and 


Z1— 22 21 — 24 Z1 — 22 21 — 24 


ZR. 


Example. 


(1) The geometric images of the complex numbers 1,7, —1, —7 are concyclic. 


Indeed, we have the cross ratio k = 1 : =a = —1 € R*, and clearly 
= ¢@ Rand <4 ¢ R. 

(2) The points M,(2 — 7), Mo(3 — 2i), M3(—1+ 22), and M4(—2 + 3%) are 
collinear. Indeed, k = =: + =1€ R* and 4 =4e R*. 


Problem 2. Find all complex numbers z such that the points with complex 
coordinates z, 22, z°, z+, in this order, are the vertices of a cyclic quadrilat- 


eral. 


Solution. If the points of complex coordinates z, z?, 2°, 24, in this order, 


are the vertices of a cyclic quadrilateral, then 


gag? gh ZA 


R*. 


z—-22 °° z-—24 
It follows that 


1 2 1 
eT Sis. Blt (+=) R*. 
Zz z 


We obtain z++4€R,ic., z+4=2+ 4. Hence (z—2Z)(|z|? — 1) =0, whence 
z€Ror |z|=1. 

If z € R, then the points with complex coordinates z, z?, 23, z+ are 
collinear; hence it is left to consider the case |z| = 1. 
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Let t = arg z € [0, 27). We prove that the points with complex coordinates 
z?, 2%, 24 lie in this order on the unit circle if and only if t € (0, 24) U 
Z, Qn). Indeed, 


wY 


z 
($9.2 
(a) Ift € (0,4), then 0<t < 2t <3t<4t<2nor 

0 <argz < arg2z’ < argz® < argz* < Qn. 
(b) Ift € [%, 24), then 0 < 4t-2n <t < 2t < 3t <2 or 

0 <argz* < argz < arg2” < arg2? < Qn. 

(c) Ift € [2#,7), then 0 < 3t— 21 <t < 4t—2n < 2t < 2 or 
0 <argz? <argz < argz* < argz’. 


In the same manner, we can analyze the case t € [m, 27). 
To conclude, the complex numbers satisfying the desired property are 


se : 27 An 
z=cost+isint, with re(o = \u (Zn). 


3.3 Similar Triangles 


Consider six points Aj (a1), Ap2(az2), A3(asz), By (by), Bo(bo), B3(bs) in the 
complex plane. We say that the triangles 4; A2A3 and B; B2Bz3 are similar if 
the angle at Az is equal to the angle at By, k € {1,2, 3}. 


Proposition 1. The triangles A,A2A3 and B,B2B3 are similar, with the 
same orientation, if and only if 


ag— a1 bz — by 


(1) 


a3— a4, ~ b3 — by 
Prog. We have ave AA ArAs ~ AB, BBs if and only if yee = ee and 
A3A\A Ag = B3B, Bo. This is equivalent to 2=%! — |= bi a arg 2-81 — 


Jagz—ai| ~~ |b3—bi| 3-41 


arg — b1 | We obtain 
a2 — a1 by — bi 


ag—a, b3—b, 


Remarks. 


(1) The condition (1) is equivalent to 
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111 
a, a2 a3 = 0. 


by be b3 


(2) The triangles A;(0), Ag(1), A3(22) and By (0), Bo(—7), B3(—2) are simi- 
lar, but oppositely oriented. In this case, the condition (1) is not satisfied. 
Indeed, 

ag—a, 1-0 1 bg — by —i-—0 a 


a3—a, 2-0 21 bj —b,; —2—0 2° 


Proposition 2. The triangles A,A2A3 and B,B2B3 are similar, having 
opposite orientations, if and only if 

ag — ay, _ bo = by 

a3 — a1 bs aa by 


Proof. Reflection across the x-axis maps the points B,, Bo, Bs into the 
points M,(b1), Mo(b2), M3(b3). The triangles B, Bo Bs and M,M2M3 are 
similar and have opposite orientations; hence triangles A; Aj A3 and M,M2M3 
are similar with the same orientation. The conclusion follows from the previ- 
ous proposition. 
Problem 1. On sides AB, BC, CA of a triangle ABC we draw similar tri- 


angles ADB, BEC, CFA, having the same orientation. Prove that triangles 
ABC and DEF have the same centroid. 


Solution. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a 
point denoted by an uppercase letter. 
Triangles ADB, BEC, CFA are similar with the same orientation, 
whence 
d-a e f-c 


b 
b-a ec-b a-c ° 


and consequently, 
d=a+(b—a)z, e=b+(c—b)z, f=ct+(a-ce)z. 


Then 
d+e+f atbte 
3 3 
so triangles ABC and DEF have the same centroid. 


Problem 2. Let M, N, P be the midpoints of sides AB, BC, CA of triangle 
ABC. On the perpendicular bisectors of segments [AB], [BC], [CA], points 
C’, A’, B’ are chosen inside the triangle such that 

MC’ NA'_ PBY 

AB BC CA 
Prove that ABC and A'B'C" have the same centroid. 
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Solution. Note that from 
MC’ 7 NA’ _ PB’ 
AB BC CA’ 


it follows that tan(C’AB) - tan(A’BC) = tan(B’CA). Hence triangles 
AC’B, BA'C, CB'A are similar, and so from Problem 2, it follows that 
ABC and A’ B’C" have the same centroid. 


Problem 3. Let ABO be an equilateral triangle with center S and let A'B’O 
be another equilateral triangle with the same orientation andS # A’, SF B’. 
Consider M and N the midpoints of the segments A’B and AB’. 

Prove that triangles SB’M and SA'N are similar. 


(30th IMO-Shortlist) 
Solution. Let R be the circumradius of the triangle ABO and let 


20 ape QT 
€ = cos — +isin —. 
3 3 
Consider the complex plane with origin at point S such that point O lies on 
the positive real axis. Then the coordinates of points O, A, Bare R, Re, Re?, 
respectively (Fig. 3.11). 


Figure 3.11. 


Let R+ z be the coordinate of point B’, so R — ze is the coordinate of 
point A’. It follows that the midpoints M, N have the coordinates 


_ 2pt+2a Re®?+R-ze Re? +1)—ze 
2 7 2 — 2 
—Re—#e  —e(h+2) 


2 2 


76 3 Complex Numbers and Geometry 
and 


zat+zp  Re+R+z  Ret+l)t+z2_ —Re*?+z 


i cara 2 = D 2 
R 
ott eg phate 
2 —2e 


Now we have = 
ZB! — 2g ZA! — 29 


zmM—2gs  2IN—ZS 
if and only if 


R+z —=R-ze 
-e(R+z)  R—ze’ 
2 —2 


The last relation is equivalent to ¢- 2 = 1, i-e., |e? = 1. Hence the triangles 
SB'M and SA‘N are similar, with opposite orientations. 


3.4 Equilateral Triangles 


Proposition 1. Suppose z1, z2, 23 are the coordinates of the vertices of the 
triangle Ay A2A3. The following statements are equivalent: 


a) Aj A A3 is an equilateral triangle. 
b) \z4 = 22| = |z9 = 23| = |z3 = zy. 
c) zy 25 28 = 2122 + 2223 + 2321. 
22 — 21 23 — 22 
d) = ; 
23. 21 Zl — 22 
1 1 1 VAN + Z9 + 23 
e) + + = 0, where z = ————.. 
Z—-2Z £-22 2-23 3 


2 2 
(f) (21 + €z2 + €723)(z1 + e222 +€23) =0, where € = cos > +isin—. 


3 
(9) 
1141 
Z1 22 23| = 0. 
22 23 21 
Proof. The triangle A, A2A3 is equilateral if and only if A; A2A3 is similar to 
A 2A3A, with the same orientation, or 


111 
Z1 22 23| =0; 
22 23 21 


thus (a) = (g). 
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Computing the determinant, we obtain 


111 
0= 21 22 23 
22 23 21 
= 2129 + 2923 + 2321 — (27 + 23 + 23) 
= —(21 + €Zg + €°2z3)(21 + ae + €23); 
hence (g) & (c) > (f). 


Simple algebraic manipulation shows that (d) <= (c). Since (a) = (b) is 
obvious, we leave for the reader to prove that (a) © (e). 


The next results bring some refinements to this issue. 


Proposition 2. Let z,, z2, 23 be the coordinates of the vertices Ay, Az, A3 
of a positively oriented triangle. The following statements are equivalent. 


(a) A, A2A3 is an equilateral triangle. 


(b) 23 — 21 = €(z2 — 21), where e = cos = + isin =. 


3 3 
9) 9) 
(c) 22 — 21 = €(z3 — 21), where € = cos = +isin — 


2 2 
(d) z1 + €z2 + €7z3 = 0, where € = cos al + isin is 


Proof. A,A2A3 is equilateral and positively oriented if and only if A3 is 
obtained from Ag by rotation about A; through the angle 3. That is, 


T ... 0 
z= 2+ (cos © + isin =) (z2 — 21); 


hence (a) = (b) (Fig. 3.12). 


A3 


A2 
Ai 


Figure 3.12. 
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5 
The rotation about A; through the angle = maps A3 into Ag. Similar 
considerations show that (a) = (c). 
To prove that (b) = (d), observe that (b) is equivalent to (b’) 


Hence 


1 3 1 3 
Z1 + €22 + e72z5 = 2414 (-4 i) Za+ (-} +) 23 


1 
= 241 (-4 +) 22 


so (b) = (d). 


Proposition 3. Let 21, z2, 23 be the coordinates of the vertices Ay, Ao, As 
of a negatively oriented triangle. 


The following statements are equivalent: 
(a) A, A2A3 is an equilateral triangle. 


5) 5) 
(b) 23 — 21 = €(z2 — 21), where e = cos nea sin 


3 
T 7 
(c) 22 — 21 = €(23 — 21), where € = cos 3 +isin =. 
2 

(d) z1 + €%2zq +23 =0, where e = cos + isin a 


Proof. Equilateral triangle A,;A2A3 is negatively oriented if and only if 
A, A3Ag2 is a positively oriented equilateral triangle. The rest follows from 
the previous proposition. 


Proposition 4. Let z1, 22, 23 be the coordinates of the vertices of equilateral 
triangle Ay A2A3. Consider the following statements: 

(1) Ay Az Az is an equilateral triangle. 

(2) 21+ 2g = 20+ 23 = 23°21. 

(3) 22 = 29+ 23 and 22 = 21 - 23. 


Then (2) > (1), (3) > (1), and (2) © (8). 
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Proof. (2) = (1). Taking the moduli of the terms in the given relation, we 
obtain 


|z1| - [Za] = |za| - |2Z3| = |zal - [Zal, 
or equivalently, 
|z1| - |z2| = [22] - |2a] = |za] - [2al- 
This implies 
r= |21| = |z2| = [za] 
and 
7 re 7 re - 2 
ZL. =) 42 =, 23 = TT: 
Z1 a) 23 


Returning to the given relation, we have 


41 22 8 
ae a 
or 
2 = 2223, a = 2321, a = 2122. 


Summing up these relations yields 
a ae 
Zi + 29 4+ 23 = 2129 + 2223 + 2321, 


so triangle A, A2A3 is equilateral. 

Observe that we have also proved that (2) > (3) and that the arguments 
are reversible; hence (2) = (3). As a consequence, (3) = (1), and we are 
done. 


Problem 1. Let 21, z2, z3 be nonzero complex coordinates of the vertices of 
the triangle Ay Az A3. If z? = 2923 and 2} = 2.23, show that triangle A, A2A3 
is equilateral. 


Solution. Multiplying the relations 27 = zoz3 and z3 = 2123 yields 2723 = 


21292, and consequently 2122 = 23. Thus 
2, ,2 2 
zy + 29 4+ 23 = 2122 + 22023 + 2321, 
so triangle A; A2A3 is equilateral, by Proposition 1 in this section. 
Problem 2. Let z1, 22, z3 be the coordinates of the vertices of triangle 
Aj AgA3. If |zi| = |z2| = |z3| and z1 + 22 + 23 = 0, prove that triangle 
A, A2A3 is equilateral. 


Solution 1. The following identity holds for all complex numbers z; and z2 
(see Problem 1 in Sect. 1.1.7): 


|z1 — 22|7 + Jar + 20]? = 2(\za|? + |z2|?). (1) 
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From 21+22+23 = 0, it follows that 21+2z2 = —23, so |z1+22| = |z3|. Using 
the relations |z1| = |z2| = |z3| and (1), we get |z1 — z2|? = 3]z1|?. Analogously, 
we obtain the relations |z2 — z3|? = 3|z1|? and |z3 — z1|? = 3|z1|?. Therefore, 
|z1 — z2| = |zo — 23| = |z3 — Z1|, ie., triangle A; Ap Az is equilateral. 

1 


1 1 
Solution 2. If we pass to conjugates, then we obtain — + — + — =0. 
41 22 KB 


Combining this with the hypothesis yields 2?-+23+23=2129+2223+23271=0, 
from which the desired conclusion follows by Proposition 1. 


Solution 3. Taking into account the hypotheses |z1| = |z2| = |zs3|, it follows 
that we can consider the complex plane with its origin at the circumcenter 
of triangle A, A2A3. Then the coordinate of the orthocenter H is zy = z, + 
zg +23 =0 = zp. Hence H = O, and triangle A, A2A3 is equilateral. 


Problem 3. In the exterior of triangle ABC, three positively oriented equi- 
lateral triangles AC’B, BA'C, and CB'A are constructed. Prove that the 
centroids of these triangles are the vertices of an equilateral triangle. 


(Napoleon’s problem) 


Solution. Let a, b, c be the coordinates of vertices A, B, C, respectively 
(Fig. 3.13). 


B' 
A 
Cc‘ C 
B 
A’ 
Figure 3.13. 
Using Proposition 2, we have 
a+det+be?=0, b+@et+te*=0, c+ e+ac’*=0, (1) 


where a’, b’, c’ are the coordinates of points A’, B’, C’. 
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The centroids of triangles A’BC, AB’C, ABC" have the coordinates 


(a+b+c), 


Cle 


(a+b'+c), c= 


Clr 


(a’ +b+0), hb” — 


Cw] 


qgZ = 


respectively. We have to check that &’ + ae + be? = 0. Indeed, 


3(c’ +a"e + be") =(at+btc)+(a’+b+oet (atl +cje? 
= (b+a'e +e") + (c+ 0 e+ ae7Je4+ (a+ cle + be*\e* =0. 


Problem 4. On the sides of the triangle ABC, we draw three regular n-gons, 
external to the triangle. Find all values of n for which the centers of the n-gons 
are the vertices of an equilateral triangle. 


(Balkan Mathematical Olympiad 1990—Shortlist) 


Solution. Let Ag, Bo, Co be the centers of the regular n-gons constructed 
externally on the sides B C, CA, A B, respectively (Fig. 3.14). 


Bo 


Ao 


Figure 3.14. 


eee 2 
The angles ACpB, BAgC, ABoC have measure = Let 
n 


Qn, Ott 
€ = cos — +728sIn — 
n n 


and denote by a,b,c, ag,bo,co the coordinates of the points A,B,C, 
Ao, Bo, Co, respectively. 
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Using the rotation formula, we obtain 


a=cot+(b—co)e, 
b=ao+(c—ao)e, 
c= bo + (a — bo)e. 
Thus 
_ oc b _ Ca ae _ abe 
oP eet ae eo eae 


Triangle Ag Bo Co is equilateral if and only if 


aa + bg + ce = agbo + boco + Coao. 
Substituting the above values of ag, bo, co, we obtain 


(b— ce)? + (c— ae)? + (a — be)? 


= (b—ce)(c — ae) + (c — ae) (a — be) + (a — be) (ce — ae). 


This is equivalent to 


2 2 
It follows that 1+e¢+c¢? =0, ie., eos = and we get n = 3. Therefore, 


n 
n = 3 is the only value with the desired property. 


3.5 Some Analytic Geometry in the Complex Plane 


3.5.1 Equation of a Line 


Proposition 1. The equation of a line in the complex plane is 
a@-Z+az+68=0, 

wherea€ C*, BER andz=x+iy EC. 

Proof. The equation of a line in the Cartesian plane is 
Az+ By+C=0, 


z+2Z 


where A, B, CE Rand A? + B? £0. If we set z = x + ty, then x = 


and y = a Thus 
a 
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Zaz. Z-Z% 
A — Bi = 
5 a 5 +C=0, 
or equivalently, 
_(A+Bi\ | A-Bi , 
z( 5 Jee 5 tC = 0. 
A- Bi x 2 
Let a = € C* and 6 = C E€ R. Then a F 0, because |al* = 
A? + B? 
“+= 40, and 
a-z+az+6=0, 
as claimed. 


Ifa =a, then B = 0, and we have a vertical line. If a 4 @, then we define 
the angular coefficient of the line as 


Proposition 2. Consider the lines d, and dz with equations 
Q1-Zta,-24+ 61 =0 


and 
Og -Z+a2-2+ Bo =0, 


respectively. 
Then the lines dy and dz are: 


(1) parallel if and only if — - = mee 
a2" 
(2) perpendicular if and a ae — at an =0; 
_ a2 
(3) concurrent if and only if — Ze — 
a2 
Proof. 
(1) We have dj||d2 if and only if m, = mg. Therefore, ae a3; _ ay 2 i, 
Q1— AL a2—- a2 
al 2 


SO A201 = Q1Q2, and we get SF = 
(2) We | a i L dg if and only if ees = —1. That is, ag@ + aga = 0, 
or — Lae —=0. 
AL a2 
(3) The lines d; and dz are concurrent if and only if m, 4 mg. This condition 


‘ Qa a 
yields ze x me 
a1 ag 


The results for angular coefficient correspond to the properties of slope. 
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The ratio mg = ae is called the complex angular coefficient of the line d 
a 
with equation 


a@-Z+a-z+6=0. 


3.5.2 Equation of a Line Determined by Two Points 


Proposition. The equation of a line determined by the points Pi(z1) and 


P»(z2) 18 
21 


Proof. The equation of a line determined by the points P,(a1, yi) and 
P2(x2, y2) in the Cartesian plane is 


1 Yi i 

Z2 Y2 1) = 0. 

x yl 
Using complex numbers, we have 


ZitZy 217271 1 


if and only if 
4a+%244-A1 


1 
— | 2g + Zz — 2% 1) =0. 
At a = 
z+z2Z 2-Z1 
That is, 
Zy 2 1 
vp) 22 1] = 0, 
zZzil 
as desired. 
Remarks. 


(1) The points Mj (z1), Mo2(z2), M3(z3) are collinear if and only if 
Zy 2. 1 
23 23 1 
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85 


(2) The complex angular coefficient of a line determined by the points with 


coordinates z; and 29 is 


22 — 41 
m yim a 
22 — 41 
Indeed, the equation is 
zal 
22 22 1) = 0, 
Zz 21 


and it is equivalent to 


2122 + 222 + 22, — 2% — ZZ — 20%, = 0. 


That is, 


2(zog- 21) -2(@ -A)t+ nm — 27 =O. 


Using the definition of the complex angular coefficient, we obtain 


3.5.38 The Area of a Triangle 


Theorem. The area of triangle A, A2A3 whose vertices have coordinates 


21, 22, 23 1s equal to the absolute value of the number 


; zaai1 
—|z9 21). (1) 
4 = 

23 23 1 


Proof. Using Cartesian coordinates, 


(1, yi), (v2, y2), (@3, ys) is seen 
the determinant 


the area of a triangle with vertices 
to be equal to the absolute value of 


1 ry yi 1 
A=-= r2 Yy2 1 
2 
x3 y3 1 
Since 
Zk + Ze Zk — Zk 
= — k= 1,2,3 
Lk 2 ’ k 25 ’ 9499) 
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we obtain 
,|ataa-Al ZZ 23 
A=—)|2+% 2-1) =-—)2% 1 
81 = as 4 ae 
23 + 23 23-21 23 23 2 
j zai 
= 22% 1), 
4 oe 
23 231 
as claimed. 


It is easy to see that for a positively oriented triangle A, Az A3 with vertices 
with coordinates 21, z2, 23, the following inequality holds: 


z1 24 1 
— | 22 221) > 0. 


23 23 1 


Corollary. The area of a directly oriented triangle A; A2A3 whose vertices 
have coordinates z1, 22, 23 1s 


1 
area[A; A As3| = gun Zi22 + 2223 + 2321). (2) 


Proof. The determinant in the above theorem is 


zai 
22 22 ia (2122 + 2223 + 2321 — 2223 — 2123 — 2271) 
23 23 1 


= [(z129 + 2223 + 2371) = (2122 + 2223 + 2321)| 


Replacing this value in (1), the desired formula follows. 


We will see that formula (2) can be extended to a convex directly oriented 
polygon A; A2--- A, (see Sect. 4.3). 


Problem 1. Consider the triangle Aj A2A3 and the points M1, M2, M3 sit- 
uated on lines AzA3, A1A3, A1A2, respectively. Assume that Mi, M2, M3 
divide segments [A2A3], [A3A1], [A1A2] into ratios 1, A2, A3, respectively. 
Then 
area[M, Mz M3] _ 1- Ay A2A3 (3) 
area[A,A2A3] (1 Ar)(1 A2)(1 A3) : 


Solution. The coordinates of the points M1, M2, M3 are 


ag — A143 a3 — A2Q41 _ a, — A302 
hy >=. 3 WS ee a as en ee 
SANS 


1-A; 1— Ag 
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Applying formula (2), we find that 


1 
area[M M2 M3] _ 3 (mama + me2m3 + ™m3™1) 


_ lin E — d1G3) (a3 — A2G1) . (@ — AVG) (a1 — Aza2) 
2 (1 — A1)(1 — Az) (1—Ag)(1 — Ag) 
(ay — A3az) (a2 — 0) 

(1 — A3)(1 — A1) 


at 1— \yA2A3 
= stn | YM) = da) xy (Tua + tte +751)| 
1-— Ay A2A3 


= a Md Ie 5 aac 


Remark. From formula (3), we derive the well-known theorem of Menelaus: 
The points M,, M2, Mz are collinear if and only of AyA2A3 = 1, 7.e., 


M, Apo My A3 M3A, 


M,A3 MA, M3Aq 


triangle. It is known that |a| = |b| = |c| = 1 and that there exists a € 
such that a+ bcosa+csina = 0. Prove that 


14+V2 
a 


Problem 2. Let a, b, c be the coordinates of the vertices A, B, C of 
(0, 5 
» 2 


) 


1 < area[ABC] < 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2003) 


Solution. Observe that 
1 = |a\? = |bcosa + csinal? 


= (bcosa + csina)(bcosa + ésina) 
= |b|? cos” a + |c|? sin? a + (be + bc) sin a cosa 
2 
be 
It follows that 6? + c? = 0; hence b = tic. Applying formula (2), we obtain 


=1+ cosa sina. 


1 = 
area[ABC] = 5 |Im(@ + bc + Ca)| 


= 5 lim{(—Beosa —sina)b + be — t(bcosa + csina)]| 


1 = 
= 5|hm( cosa — sina — bésina — bécosa + bc)| 
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1 - 1 
= 3 lImlbe — (sin a + cos a)bé]| = 5Im{(1 + sin@ + cos a@)bc]| 


— 1 
(1+ sina + cosa)|Im(bc)| = 51 + sina + cos a)|Im(+ice)| 


Nol rR 


(1 + sina + cos a)|Im(+7)| = =(1 + sina + cosa) 


1 
2 


= 5 rr va(Bamor Pome) = 5 (1+ vasin(a+)). 


3 2 
Taking into account that T<atlcs, we get that 2 sin (+=) <i, 


and the conclusion follows. 


3.5.4 Equation of a Line Determined by a Point 
and a Direction 


Proposition 1. Let d :aZ+a-z+8 =0 be a line and let Po(zo) be a point. 
The equation of the line parallel to d and passing through point Po is 


Ob fe 
Z-2= —7 (2 — 20). 


Proof. In Cartesian coordinates, the line parallel to d and passing through 
point Po(xo, yo) has the equation 
ata 


¥Y— Yo =t =(x Xq). 
a—-a 


Using complex numbers, the equation takes the form 


Z-Z oo Ste (Se 25) 


2i 2% a-a 2 2 


This is equivalent to (a — @)(z — 20 — 2+ 2%) = —(a+ @)(z+27-—%2—%), 
a 
) 


or a(z — 29) = —a(Z — Z%). We obtain z — z9 = ——(Z — % 
a 


Proposition 2. Let d: aZ+a-z+6 =0 be a line and let Po(zo) be a point. 
The line passing through point Py and perpendicular to d has the equation 


2/9] 


Z— 2% = —(Z—%). 


Proof. In Cartesian coordinates, the line passing through point Po and per- 
pendicular to d has the equation 
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1 a-@ 


Y— Yo = ; are x9). 
Then we obtain 
Z—-Z %2-— 2 . aA-AlZ+2% %+Z 
% «i =i SF 2 2 ): 
That is, (a+ @)(z — 2 —Z+%) = —(a—@)(z— 2+2-%), or 


We obtain 


and therefore 


3.5.5 The Foot of a Perpendicular from a Point 
to a Line 


Proposition. Let Po(zo) be a point and let d: @zZ+az+ 8 = 0 be a line. 
The foot of the perpendicular from Po to d has the coordinate 

_ A29 — AZ — B 

7 2a 


Proof. The point z is the solution of the system 


eae: 


a(z — 29) = a(Z — %). 


The first equation gives 


-—az—B 


a 


ie 


Substituting in the second equation yields 


az — A%y = —az—B-Q-%. 


Hence 
AZ — AZo — B 
2a : 


as claimed. 
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3.5.6 Distance from a Point to a Line 


Proposition. The distance from a point Po(z) to a lined: @-Z+a-z+8=0, 
a€C*, is equal to 
_ lazo+@-%+ HI 


2/a-a 


Proof. Using the previous result, we can write 


D 


az — @:% — B 
2a 


D= 


2\a 2/aa 


_ la-z+az%+8|  lazo+az%+ Bl 


3.6 The Circle 


3.6.1 Equation of a Circle 


Proposition. The equation of a circle in the complex plane is 
z-Z+ta-z2+a-7+6=0, 

where a € C and BER, B < jal’. 

Proof. The equation of a circle in the Cartesian plane is 


et+ytme+nytp=0, 


m? +n? 
m,n, pe R, p< —{_—_ 
stim = and y =, we obtain 
a 
2, ZT COE, _¢ 
|2| rm 9 n 24 Pp ’ 
or ; : 
z4 m— ne Mtn | 0 
Z°Z+2 5} +2 5 tr p= 


—n 


m 
Take a = 
is proved. 


€ C and 6 = p € R in the above equation, and the claim 
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Note that the radius of the circle is equal to 


Setting 


shows that the equation of the circle with center at 7 and radius r is 


(@-WDe-Year. 
Problem. Let 21, 22, 23 be the coordinates of the vertices of triangle Ay A2A3. 
The coordinate zo of the circumcenter of triangle A; A2A3 is 


1 1 1 

21 22 BB 

|z1|? |z2|? |zal? 
111 ; (1) 
21 22 23 
Zyl 22 23 


Solution. The equation of the line passing through P(z) that is perpendic- 
ular to the line A, A» can be written in the form 


2(% — 22) + 2a — 22) = z0(% — 22) + Zo(z1 — 22). (2) 


Applying this formula to the midpoints of the sides [Az A3], [A1A3] and the 
lines Az A3, A,A3, we obtain the equations 


2(Z — 2%) + 2(z2 — 23) = |z2|" — |zs)’, 


2(23 — i) + 2(23 — 21) = |2a|? — |al?. 


2|(Ze — 23) (21 — 23) + (23 — 1) (z2 — 2a) 


whence 


111 1 1 1 


Z) 21 22 23) = ZA 22 23 5 


Zl 2 ZB |z1|? |z2|? |zal? 
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and the desired formula follows. 


Remark. We can write this formula in the following equivalent form: 


Sida 212i(22 — 23) + 2a%a(23 — 21) + 23%3 (21 — 22) (3) 
1d 


Ht ws 


21 22 23 


3.6.2 The Power of a Point with Respect to a Circle 


Proposition. Consider a point Po(zo) and a circle with equation 
zZ+a-z2+a@-7+fP=0, 


foraeC and BER. 
The power of Po with respect to the circle is 


p(20) = 20 A +az +@-%W+ BH. 


Proof. Let O(—@) be the center of the circle. The power of P) with respect to 
the circle of radius r is defined by p(zo) = OP} — r?. In this case, we obtain 


p(z0) = OP§ —r* = |20 + |” —1? = 29% + a2 + BZ + aB— aa + B 


= 22% +az0 +a-%+ 8, 


as claimed. 


Given two circles with equations 
Z:*Z+Q1: 2+Qz- Z+ 6, =0 and zZt+ag-2+09-274+ b2 =0, 


where aj, a2 € C, 61, 62 ER, their radical azis is the locus of points having 
equal powers with respect to the circles. If P(z) is a point of this locus, then 


z-Z+airz +01°27+P1 =z-Ftaoz+ag-z + fa, 


or equivalently, (a1 — a2)z + (@7 — @2)% + 31 — 82 = 0, which is the equation 
of a line. 


3.6.38 Angle Between Two Circles 


The angle between two intersecting circles with equations 


z-Z+a,-2+0-:7+6,=0 
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and 
z- Z+tagq: 2<+029- 7+ 82=0, ay, a2€C, fi, 2 ER, 
is the angle 0 determined by the tangents to the circles at a common point. 


Proposition. The following formula holds (Fig. 3.15): 


ee By + Bo — (a1az + A7a2) 
2rire 


Proof. Let T be a common point and let O;(—az), O2(—a@z) be the centers 
of the circles. ee _— 
The angle 6 is equal to O,;TO2 or 7 — O,T'O2; hence 


2) 2 5 
AP +r5 —O,O 
cos @ = | cosO,TOg| = ri +79 103| 


2r17re 


_ jaray — Bi + a2& — Bo — lar 
2ryr2 


a|?| 


_ jaray + aga By — Bo — Way — aga + Aa2 + a1 09| 
2r17r2 


_ |i + Be — (a1a2 + Ai02)| 
7 2ryr2 


? 


as claimed. 


Figure 3.15. 
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Note that the circles are orthogonal if and only if 
By + Bg = 0402 + Aa2. 


Problem. Leta, b be real numbers such that \b| < 2a”. Prove that the set of 
points with coordinates z such that 


|2” — a*| = |2az +b] 


is the union of two orthogonal circles. 


Solution. The relation 
|2*7 — a?| = |2az +] 


is equivalent to 
|2” — a? |? = |Qaz +4 B]?, 


Leé., 
(2? — a®)(z? — a”) = (2az + b)(2az +b). 


We can rewrite the last relation as 


|z|* — a? (2? + 27) + a* = 407|2|* + 2ab(z +z) + 0°, 


Le., 
|z|* — a?[(z + Z)? — 2|2|?] + a* = 4e2\z|? + 2ab(z + 2) + B?. 
Hence 
|z|* — 2a2|z|? + a* = a?(z + 2)? + 2ad(z + 2) + 8, 
Leé., 


(\z|? — a)? = (a(z +z) +.8)?. 
It follows that 


2 2 


=a(z+2)+borz:-%7-—a" =—a(z4+Z)—-b. 


zZ+zZ—-a 
This is equivalent to 
(z — a)(Z — a) = 2a? +b or (z +.a)(Z+ a) = 2a” — bd. 


Finally, 
|z — al? = 2a? +b or|z + a|? = 2a? — b. (1) 


Since |b] < 2a?, it follows that 2a?+b > 0 and 2a?—b > 0. Hence the relations 
(1) are equivalent to 


|z —a| = V 2a? +b orlz +a] = V 2a? — b. 
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Therefore, the points with coordinates z that satisfy |2? — a?| = |2az + D| 
lie on two circles with centers C; and C2 whose coordinates are a and —a, 
and with radii Ry = /2a2 +6 and Rp = 2a? — b. Furthermore, using the 
Pythagorean theorem, we have 


C1 Cz = 4a? = (2a? + b)* + (2a? — b)? = RU + R3. 


Hence the circles are orthogonal, as claimed. 


Chapter 4 


More on Complex Numbers 
and Geometry 


4.1 The Real Product of Two Complex Numbers 


The concept of the scalar product of two vectors is well known. In what 

follows, we will introduce this concept for complex numbers. We will see that 

the use of this product simplifies the solution to many problems considerably. 
Let a and b be two complex numbers. 


Definition. Given complex numbers a and b, we call the number given by 
a:b= 5 (b+ ab) 
the real product of the two numbers. It is easy to see that 
a-b= 5(ab + ab) =a-b; 
hence a- b is a real number, which justifies the name of this product. 


Let A(a), B(b) be points in the complex plane, and let 6 = (OA, OB) be 
the angle between the vectors OA, OB . The following formula holds: 


a+b = |al|b| cos@ = OA- OB. 
Indeed, considering the polar form of a and b, we have 
a =|a|(cost; +isint;), b= |b|(cost2 +isintg), 
and 


ab= 


1 = 1 
3 (abt ab) = glallellcos(ta ta) isin(ty ta) t cos(ty ta) t isin(t; t2)] 


> 
= |a||b| cos(t, — te) = |al|b| cos6 = OA- OB. 
The following properties are easy to verify. 


T. Andreescu and D. Andrica, Complex Numbers from A to ... Z, 97 
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98 4 More on Complex Numbers and Geometry 


Proposition 1. For all compler numbers a, 6, c, z, the following 
relations hold: 


(1) a-a=|al?. 

(2)a-b=b-a (the real product is commutative). 

(3)a-(b+c) =a-b+a-c (the real product is distributive with respect to 
addition). 

(4) (aa)-b = a(a-b) =a: (ab) for alla ER. 

(5)a-b=0 af and only if OA L OB, where A has coordinate a and B has 


coordinate b. 


(6) (az) - (bz) = |2|?(a- 6). 


Remark. Suppose that A and B are points with coordinates a and b. Then 
the real product a- b is equal to the power of the origin with respect to the 


circle of diameter AB. 


b 
Indeed, let M (=) be the midpoint of [AB], hence the center of this 


1 il 
circle, and let r = ~AB = —|a — }| be the radius of this circle. The power of 


the origin with respect to the circle is 
a—b|? 
2 


a+b 


OM? -r? = 
, 2 


| 2 


_ (a+ b)(@+5) (a= d)(@—B) _ ab + ba _ 


4 4 2 


as claimed. 


Proposition 2. Suppose that A(a), B(b), C(c), and D(d) are four distinct 
points. The following statements are equivalent: 

(1) AB L CD; 

(2) (b— a): (d—c) =0; 


b-a_., : bay > 
(3) ——, €iR (or equivalently, Re (=) = 0). 


Proof. Take points M(b — a) and N(d—c) such that OABM and OCDN 
are parallelograms. Then we have AB L CD if and only if OM 1 ON. That 
is, m:n = (b—a)-(d—c) =0, using property (5) of the real product. 

The equivalence (2) <= (3) follows immediately from the definition of the 
real product. 


Proposition 3. The circumcenter of triangle ABC is at the origin of the 
complex plane. If a, b, c are the coordinates of vertices A, B, C, then the 
orthocenter H has the coordinateh=a+b-+c. 


Proof. Using the real product of the complex numbers, the equations of the 
altitudes AA’, BB’, CC’ of the triangle are 
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AA’: (z-a)-(b—c) =0, BB’: (z—b)-(c—a) =0, CC’: (z-c)-(a—b) = 0. 


We will show that the point with coordinate h = a+b+c lies on all three 
altitudes. Indeed, we have (h—a)-(b—c) = 0 if and only if (b+ c)-(b—c) =0. 
The last relation is equivalent to b- b—c-c = 0, or |b|? = |c|?. Similarly, 
Hf € BB’ and H € CC’, and we are done. 


Remark. If the numbers a, b, c, 0, h are the coordinates of the vertices 
of triangle ABC, the circumcenter O, and the orthocenter H of the triangle, 
then h =a+6+c-— 20. 

Indeed, if we take A’ diametrically opposite A in the circumcircle of tri- 
angle ABC, then the quadrilateral HBA’C is a parallelogram. If {M} = 
HA'N BC, then 


b / 20 — 
ZM = ao = ETA =HtS Sie zy =at+b+c-—2o. 


Problem 1. Let ABCD be a convex quadrilateral. Prove that 
AB? + CD? = AD? + BC? 
if and only if AC L BD. 


Solution. Using the properties of the real product of complex numbers, we 
have 


AB? + CD? = BC? + DA? 


if and only if 


That is, 
a-b+c-d=b-c+d-a, 


and finally, 
(c—a)-(d-b) =0, 


or equivalently, AC | BD, as required. 


Problem 2. Let M,N, P,Q, R,S be the midpoints of the sides AB, BC, CD, 
DE, EF, FA of a hexagon. Prove that 


RN? = MQ? + PS? 
if and only if MQ L PS. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 1994) 
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Solution. Let a, b, c, d, e, f be the coordinates of the vertices of the 
hexagon (Fig. 4.1). The points M, N, P, Q, R, S have coordinates 


at+b b+e c+d 

= , k= , p= ? 
2 2 2 

tre ae ead en 1 e 

q= 9 ? — 9 ? =— 9 ? 


respectively. 


Figure 4.1. 


Using the properties of the real product of complex numbers, we have 
RN? = MQ? + PS? 


if and only if 


(e+ f—b—c)-(e+ f —b—c) = (d+e—a—b)-(d+e—a—b)+(f+a—c—d).(f+a—c—d). 


That is, 
(d+e—a—b)-(f+a—c—d) =0; 


hence MQ L PS, as claimed. 


Problem 3. Let A, A2---Apn be a regular polygon inscribed in a circle with 
center O and radius R. Prove that for all points M in the plane, the following 
relation holds: 


> M Az = n(OM? + R?). 
k=1 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with the origin at point O, with the 
x-axis containing the point A;, and let Re, be the coordinate of vertex Ax, 
where ¢€, are the nth-roots of unity, k = 1, ..., n. Let m be the coordinate 
of M. 
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Using the properties of the real product of the complex numbers, we have 


n 


7 =>. (m— Rex) - (m — Rex) 
k=1 k=1 


= (m+m—2Re,-m+ Rex - €x) 
k=1 


= n|m|? — 2R (>: «| -m+R? oy lex|? 
k=1 k=1 
=n:-OM? +nR? = n(OM? + R?), 
since 5) ec, = 0. 
k=1 
Remark. If M lies on the circumcircle of the polygon, then 
S > M Aj = 2nR?. 
k=1 


Problem 4. Let O be the circumcenter of the triangle ABC, let D be the 
midpoint of the segment AB, and let E is the centroid of triangle ACD. 
Prove that lines CD and OE are perpendicular if and only if AB = AC. 


(Balkan Mathematical Olympiad, 1985) 


Solution. Let O be the origin of the complex plane and let a, b, c, d, e be 
the coordinates of points A, B, C, D, E, respectively. Then 


a+b ate+d 3a+b6+4+2c 
and e= 3 — F 


d= 


Using the real product of complex numbers, if R is the circumradius of tri- 
angle ABC, then 


a-a=b-b=c-c= R’. 
Lines CD and OE are perpendicular if and only if (d— c)-e = 0, that is, 
(a+ b— 2c) - (3a +6+4 2c) =0. 


The last relation is equivalent to 


38a-ata-b4+2a-c+3a-b+6-b+ 2b-c—6a-c—2b-c—4c-c=0, 


that is, 
a-b=a-c. (1) 
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On the other hand, AB = AC is equivalent to 


|b — al? = |e—al?. 


That is, 
(b—a)-(b—a) = (c—a)- (c—a), 
or 
b-b-—2a-b+a-a=c-c—2a:c+a-a, 
whence 


a-b=a-c. (2) 
The relations (1) and (2) show that CD L OE if and only if AB = AC. 


Problem 5. Leta, b, c be distinct complex numbers such that |a| = |b| = |c| 
and |b+c—a| = |a|. Prove that b+c=0. 


Solution. Let A, B, C be the geometric images of the complex numbers 
a, b, c, respectively. Choose the circumcenter of triangle ABC as the origin 
of the complex plane and denote by R the circumradius of triangle ABC. 
Then 

aa = bb = ct = R’, 


and using the real product of the complex numbers, we have 


|b + c—a| = |a| if and only if |b + c— al? = |al?. 


That is, 

(b+c—a)-(b+e—a) =|al?, 
Le., 

lal? + |b|? + |e]? + 2b-c—2a-c—2a-b= |al. 

We obtain 

2(R? +b-c—a-c—a-b) =0, 
L€., 

a:a+b-c—a-c—a:b=0. 


It follows that (a — b) - (a —c) = 0, and hence AB L AC, ice., BAC = 90°. 
Therefore, [BC] is the diameter of the circumcircle of triangle ABC, so 
b+c=0. 


Problem 6. Let EF, F, G, H be the midpoints of sides AB, BC, CD, DA 
of the conver quadrilateral ABCD. Prove that lines AB and CD are perpen- 
dicular if and only if 


BC? + AD? = 2(EG? + FH?). 
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Solution. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a 
point denoted by an uppercase letter. Then 


a+b abe Oe _dt+a 


fat = h 
5? PS 2 


C= 


Using the real product of the complex numbers, the relation 
BC? + AD? = 2(EG? + FH’) 


becomes 


This is equivalent to 


c-c+b-b4+d-d+a-a—2b-c—2a-d 


=a-:a+b-b+c-c+d-d—2a-c— 2b-d, 
or 
a-d+b-c=a-c+b-d. 


The last relation shows that (a — b)- (d—c) = 0 if and only if AB L CD, as 
desired. 


Problem 7. Let G be the centroid of triangle ABC and let A,, B,, Cy be 
the midpoints of sides BC, CA, AB, respectively. Prove that 


MA? + MB? + MC? + 9MG? = 4(M A? + MB? + MC?) 
for all points M in the plane. 


Solution. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a 
point denoted by an uppercase letter. Then 


a be % _ b+e b _cta P _atb 
g= 3 ’ = 2 eos 2 » G1 = 2 : 


Using the real product of the complex numbers, we have 


MA? + MB? + MC? +9MG? 


= (m—a)-(m—a)+(m-—b)-(m—b) + (m—c)-(m—c) 


“6 fx a+b+ec as. 5 deri HE 
3 3 


= 12|m|? — 8(a +b +c)- m+ 2(|a|? + |b]? + |c/?) + 24-64 2b-c4+2c-a. 
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On the other hand, 
4(M A? + MB? + MC?) 


=o 855) (0-885) +(0- 59 
Gace cake eee) 


= 12|m|? — 8(a +b +c)- m+ 2(|a|? + |b|? + ||?) + 2a-b+ 2b- c+ 2c-a, 


so we are done. 


Remark. The following generalization can be proved similarly. 

Let A; Ag:-- A, be a polygon with centroid G and let A;; be the midpoint 
of the segment [A;A,;], i<j, i, 7 € {1,2, ..., nb}. 

Then 


(n—2)S° MAR +n?MG? =45° MAi,, 
k=1 i<j 
for all points M in the plane. A nice generalization is given in Theorem 3 in 
Sect. 4.11. 


4.2 The Complex Product of Two Complex Numbers 


The cross product of two vectors is a central concept in vector algebra, with 
numerous applications in various branches of mathematics and science. In 
what follows, we adapt this product to complex numbers. The reader will 
see that this new interpretation has multiple advantages in solving problems 
involving area or collinearity. 

Let a and b be two complex numbers. 


Definition. The complex number 
1 = 
axb= 3 (ab — ab) 


is called the complex product of the numbers a and b. 
Note that 


—=——. 1 - 1, - 
axbtaxb=5(ab ab) + 5(ab ab) = 0, 
so Re(a x b) = 0, which justifies the definition of this product. 


Let A(a), B(b) be points in the complex plane, and let 0 = (OA, OB) be 
the angle between the vectors OA, OB . The following formula holds: 


a x b = etlal|b] sind, 
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where 
_ J -1, if triangle OAB is positively oriented; 
or +1, if triangle OAB is negatively oriented. 


Indeed, if a = |a|(cost; + isint,) and b = |b|(cost2 + isint2), then 
a x b = ila||b| sin(—t, + te) = cilal|b| sind. 


The connection between the real product and the complex product is given 
by the following Lagrange-type formula: 


Jab]? + |a x b|? = Jal? /d)°. 
The following properties are easy to verify: 


Proposition 1. Suppose that a, b, c are complex numbers. Then: 


(1)ax b = 0 éf and only if a = 0 or b = 0 or a = Ab, where X is a real 
number. 

(2)ax b=-—bx a (the complex product is anticommutative). 

(3) ax (b+c) =axb+axc (the complex product is distributive with respect 
to addition). 

(4) a(a x b) = (aa) x b =a x (ab), for all real numbers a. 

(5) If A(a) and B(b) are distinct points other than the origin, then a x b=0 
if and only if O, A, B are collinear. 


Remarks. 


(a) Suppose A(a) and B(b) are distinct points in the complex plane different 
from the origin (Fig. 4.2). 
The complex product of the numbers a and b has the following useful 
geometric interpretation: 


b= 2i. area [AOB], if triangle OAB is positively oriented; 
ax O=) —2%. area [AOB], if triangle OAB is negatively oriented. 


Figure 4.2. 
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Indeed, if triangle OAB is positively (directly) oriented, then 


2i- area (OAB] =i-OA-OB.- sin(AOB) 


_; . b\ b\ fal 

= ila - |b] - sin (axe?) =i-|a|- |b] -Im (2) ar 
def Be 2b | 

= 5|a| ( 2) - 5 (ab ab) =ax b. 


In the other case, note that triangle OBA is positively oriented; hence 


2i- arealOBA] =b x a= -ax b. 


(b) Suppose A(a), B(b), C(c) are three points in the complex plane. 
The complex product allows us to obtain the following useful formula for 
the area of the triangle ABC: 


1 
3 (@ * b+bxc+cx a) 

if triangle ABC is positively oriened; 
area [ABC] = 


5 (a x b t+bxce+cxa) 
i 
if triangle ABC is negatively oriented. 


Moreover, simple algebraic manipulation shows that 
dy ss, 9 
area [ABC] = gln(ab + bc + Ga) 


if triangle ABC is directly (positively) oriented. 

To prove the above formula, translate points A, B, C by the vector —c. 
The images of A, B, C are the points A’, B’, O with coordinates a—c, b— 
c, 0, respectively. Triangles ABC and A’B’O are congruent with the same 
orientation. If ABC is positively oriented, then 


area [ABC] = area [OA’B’] = = ((a —c) x (b-c)) 


1 1 
= —((a—c) x b—(a—c) x c) = —(cx (a—c) —bx (a-c)) 
2% Qi 
1 1 
=—(cxa-—cxc—bxat+bxc)=—(axb+bxc+cx a), 
2% 2% 


as claimed. 
The other situation can be handled similarly. 
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Proposition 2. Suppose A(a), B(b), and C(c) are distinct points. The 
following statements are equivalent: 


(1) Points A, B, C are collinear. 

(2) (b— a) x (c— a) = 0. 

(3)axb+bxc+cexa=0. 

Proof. Points A, B, C are collinear if and only if area[ABC] = 0, ie., 


axb+bxc+cxa= 0. The last equation can be written in the form (b — a) x 
(c—a) =0. 
Proposition 3. Let A(a), B(b), C(c), D(d) be four points, no three of which 
are collinear. Then AB||CD if and only if (b-— a) x (d—c) =0. 

Proof. Choose the points M(m) and N(n) such that OABM and OCDN 
are parallelograms; then m = b—aandn=d-—c. 

Lines AB and CD are parallel if and only if points O, M, N are collinear. 
Using property 5, this is equivalent to 0 =m x n = (b—a) x (d—c). 
Problem 1. Points D and E lie on sides AB and AC of the triangle ABC 
such that 


AD AE 3 

AB AC 2 
Consider points E’ and D! on the rays (BE and (CD such that EE’ = 3BE 
and DD' = 3CD. Prove the following: 


(1) points D', A, E” are collinear. 


(2) AD! = AE’. 
3b 
Solution. The points D, E, D’, E’ have coordinates: d = = - ; 
a+t 3c 
e= ; 
4 
e’ = 4e —-3) =a+3c— 3b, and d’ = 4d — 3c = a+ 3b — 3c, 
respectively. 


D! A E’ 


Figure 4.3. 
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(1) Since 
(a — d') x (e —d’) = (3c — 3b) x (6c — 6b) = 18(c — b) x (c— b) = 0, 
it follows from Proposition 2 in Sect. 4.2 that the points D’, A, E’ are 


collinear (Fig. 4.3). 
(2) Note that 


a—d' 
e’—d 


AD! 


D'E! 


at 
= 5 


so A is the midpoint of segment D’E’. 


Problem 2. Let ABCDE be a convex pentagon and let M, N, P, Q, X, Y 
be the midpoints of the segments BC, CD, DE, EA, MP, NQ, respectively. 
Prove that XY||AB. 


Solution. Let a, 6, c, d, e be the coordinates of vertices A, B, C, D, EF, 
respectively (Fig. 4.4). 


B M C 


Figure 4.4. 


Points M, N, P, Q, X, Y have coordinates 


b+e c+d d+e 
m™m — ? n — ? Pp = ? 
2 2 2 
e+a b+c+d+e ct+d+et+a 
— Fe! i — => 
q 9 ’ 4 >) UT] 4 o] 
respectively. Then 
a—b 
_ 1 
ae ar R 


whence 
(y— 2x) x (b—a) = -7(b-a) x (b—a) = 0. 


From Proposition 3 in Sect. 4.2, it follows that XY||AB. 
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4.3 The Area of a Convex Polygon 
We say that the convex polygon A; A2--- A, is directly (or positively) oriented 


if for every point M situated in the interior of the polygon, the triangles 
MA,Agyi, k=1,2, ..., n, are directly oriented, where Ani1 = At. 


Theorem. Consider a directly oriented convex polygon A,A2:-:An with 
vertices with coordinates a1, a2, ..., An. Then 


1 
area [A; A2--- Ay] = gin(Giaz + Gaz +--+ +G,~1an + Gar). 


Proof. We use induction on n. The base case n = 3 was proved above using 
the complex product. Suppose that the claim holds for n = k, and note that 


area [A;Ao--- Ay Ap41] = area [A;Ag--- Ax] + area [Ap Ag41 Ai] 


1 1 
= gim(Giae + Ggaz + +--+ Ge—-1a% + Gea) + gln(Gean+s + Gepia1 + Tax) 


1 
= gim(a1a2 + Ga3 + +++ + Gedy + OpOn41 + Gea) 


1 1 
+5 im (Gear + Gaz) = gin (airae + Gqa3 + +++ + Geany1 + Ge4141), 


since 
Im(G@,a, + Gaz) = 0. 


Alternative proof. Choose a point M in the interior of the polygon. Applying 
the formula (2) in Sect. 3.5.3, we have 


area [Aj Ao--- Ap] = S- area [M A, Ag+1] 
k=1 


Im(Zax, + Gean+1 + Ge412) 


II 
Nl eR 
x 
L3 
iar 


i 1X 
2% Im(@eap41) + 5 S- Im(Zax + Ge412) 
k=1 k=1 
st ane > ara + itd 2) ap + 205 = 2 iii > aan 
2 k=1 2 k=1 j=l 2 k=1 


since for any complex numbers z, w the relation Im(Zw + zw) = 0 holds. 


Remark. From the above formula, it follows that the points Aj(a1), 
Apo(a2),..-, An(@n) as in the theorem are collinear if and only if 


Im(@1 a2 + G2a3 + +++ + Gn—1dn + Gna) = 0. 
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For this result, the hypotheses in the theorem are essential, as we can see 
from the following counterexample. 

Counterexample The points with respective complex coordinates 
a, =0, a2 = 1, a3 = i, ag = 1+ 7 are not collinear, but we have 
Im(@az + Gaz + Gza4 + Gga,) = Im(—1) = 0. 


Problem 1. Let PoP, --- Py. be the polygon whose vertices have coordinates 
1, e,..., e®7!, and let QoQi---Qn—1 be the polygon whose vertices have 


T an. 
coordinates 1,1+e,..., lt+e+---+e"7!, where € = cos +isin —. Find 
n n 


the ratio of the areas of these polygons. 


Solution. Consider a, = 1+¢+---+e", k=0,1, ..., n—1, and observe 
that 


n-1 
area [QoQ1---Qn-1] = sim (s ma) 
k=0 


n-1 
1 =\k+1 _ 1 k4+2 _ 1 
= tm ( 53 2 z 
2 e—1 e—l 
k=0 
1 n-1 
k+1 k+2 
72-12 S"(e- ©) ent" +1) 
k=0 
1 20 
ere 5 =e" 
= 572 s8in — cos— = — cotan —, 
8sin* 2 
since 
n-1 n-1 
z*t+! — 0 and S- ekt? — 9 
k=0 k=0 
On the other hand, it is clear that 
2 
area [Pp Pi --+ Pn—i] = area [PoOP,] = ” sin ua nsin = cos . 
2 n n n 
We obtain 
_o0 T 
PoP, ++ Phe msin — Cos — 
area| Of 1] = 7 n aa = Asin2 a (1) 
areal[QoQ1 oe Qn-1| —cotan— n 
4 n 
Remark. We have Q;,Qki1 = |ax41 — ax| = le*t*] = 1 and Py Praia = 
jeet1 — eh] = Jeh(e —1)] = |e*|]1 —e] =|1 —e| = 2sin~, k=0,1,....n—1. 
n 


It follows that 
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PePepr 
QeQe+1 


That is, the polygons PoP, ---Py-1 and QoQ1---Qn_1 are similar, and 
the result in (1) follows. 


=2s sin“, k=0,1,..., n—-1. 


Problem 2. Let A, A2-+-An(n > 5) = a convex polygon and let By be the 
midpoint of the segment [Ac Ast], k= .., n, where Any, = Ay. Then 
the following inequality holds: 


area [By Bo--- By] > ; area [Aj Ag--- An]. 


Solution. Let a, and by be the coordinates of points A, and By, k = 
1,2, ..., n. It is clear that the polygon B,Bz---By, is convex, and if we 
assume that A;A2---A, is positively oriented, then B,Bj---B, also has 
this property. Choose as the origin O of the complex plane a point situated 
in the interior of polygon Aj A2--: An. 


We have b, = $(@k + 4n41), K=1,2, ..., n, and 
area [Bi Bo-- : = slinl (So bxbe41) = = gin 7 Q@ko+ Ge41) (Gk41 + Gr+2) 
k=1 k=1 


1 n _ 1 n n 
= gm ‘ ~) + gn (>: mesiusa) +2 = n (Soa mems2) 


a i “ 
= gee [Ay Ag ag - An] + gim (>: Teas] 


1 1X 
= go [A; Ao snels An] + 8 y Im(Gap+2) 


1 i Jie. 
= x—area [A Ag “ -An| += ) OA, - OAgi+2 sin ApOAg+2 
2 8 = 


1 
= Pca [Ay Ag we - An], 


where we have used the relations 


Im (>: mon) =Im > meas) = 2 area [Aj Ao --- An] 


k=1 k=1 


and sin A,OAg 42 >0, k=1,2, ..., n, where Aj+42 = Ag. 
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4.4 Intersecting Cevians and Some Important Points 
in a Triangle 


Proposition. Consider the points A’, B’, C" on the sides BC, CA, AB of 
the triangle ABC such that AA’, BB', CC’ intersect at point Q and let 
BA _ p CB om AC n 


AC nn’ BIA p’ CB im 


If a, b, c are the coordinates of points A, B, C, respectively, then the coor- 
dinate of point @ is 


_ mat nb-+ pe 
—  m+n+p 
nb + pe ma + pc 
Proof. The coordinates of A’, B’, C’ are a’ = ut ,o = LER ey 
n+p m+p 
b 
and c = ee respectively. Let Q be the point with coordinate q = 
m+n 
matnb+Pe We prove that AA’, BB’, CC’ meet at Q. 


m+n+p 
The points A, Q, A’ are collinear if and only if (¢—a) x (a’—a) = 0. This 


is equivalent to 
ma + nb + pe nb + pe 
—————— -a] x —a]}=0, 
m+n+p n+p 


or (nb+ pe— (n+ p)a) x (nb+pe— (n+ p)a) = 0, which is clear by definition 
of the complex product. 
Likewise, Q lies on lines BB’ and CC’, so the proof is complete. 


Some Important Points in a Triangle 


(1) If Q =G, the centroid of the triangle ABC, we have m = n = p. Then 
we obtain again that the coordinate of G is 


at+b+e 
a 


(2) Suppose that the lengths of the sides of triangle ABC are BC = a, CA = 
B, AB =+7. If Q = I, the incenter of triangle ABC, then using a known 
result concerning the angle bisector, it follows that m =a, n= 6, p=¥. 
Therefore, the coordinate of I is 


2G > 


aa+ Bb+ ye 1 
= — t b t ) 
zy = SOE = Sloe + 86+ 70) 


where s = $(a+ 8 +74). 
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(3) If Q = H, the orthocenter of the triangle ABC, we easily obtain the 
relations 


BA' _ tanCc CB’ _ tanA AC’ _ tanB 
A'C tanB’ BA tanC’ C’B  tanA’ 


It follows that m = tan A, n = tan B, p = tanC, and the coordinate of 
HZ is given by 


F (tan A)a + (tan B)b + (tan C)c 
H= ; 


tan A+tanB+tanC 


Remark. The above formula can also be extended to the limiting case in 
which the triangle ABC is a right triangle. Indeed, assume that A > 


tan B)b + (tanC tan B+ tanC 
Then tan A + too Pre ps bet ene > 0, See > 0. In 


: ; tan A . _tan 
this case, zy = a, i.e., the orthocenter of triangle ABC is the vertex A. 
(4) The Gergonne? point J is the intersection of the cevians AA’, BB’, CC’, 


where A’, B’, C’ are the points of tangency of the incircle to the sides 
BC, CA, AB, respectively. Then 


1 1 1 
BA 3—y CB’ 3-aq AC’ 3-8 
A'C 1° BIA 1° C'B f3 

s—6 8-7 s—a 


and the coordinate z 7 is obtained from the same proposition, where 


raat rgb+ryc 


ZI = 
Ta trp+ry 
Here ra, 7g, Ty denote the radii of the three excircles of triangle. It is 
not difficult to show that the following formulas hold: 


K K K 
= — 
s—a g= f°? ga 


where K = area [ABC] and s = $(a+ 8+). 

(5) The Lemoine? point K is the intersection of the symmedians of the tri- 
angle (the symmedian is the reflection of the bisector across the median). 
Using the notation from the proposition, we obtain 


BA 7 CB a AC’ 
ACB?’ BIA 4?’ CB a?" 


1 Joseph Diaz Gergonne (1771-1859), French mathematician, founded the journal Annales 
de Mathématiques Pures et Appliquées in 1810. 

2 Hmile Michel Hyacinthe Lemoine (1840-1912), French mathematician, made important 
contributions to geometry. 
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It follows that 
ofa + B7b+ 776 
at + B2 4+ 7? 
(6) The Nagel® point N is the intersection of the cevian AA’, BB’, CC’, 


where A’, B’, C” are the points of tangency of the excircles with respec- 
tive sides BC, CA, AB. Then 


a 


BA s-y CB’ s-a AC’ s-8 


A'C s—B8 BIA s-y CB s-a’ 


and the proposition mentioned above gives the coordinate zy of the Nagel 
point N: 
(s—a)ja+(s—B)b+(s—y)e 1 


a2 ae a ee 


=(1 *)a+(1 a) o+(1-2)c 


Problem. Leta, 3, y be the lengths of sides BC, CA, AB of triangle ABC 
and supposea< 8 <y¥. If points O, I, H are the circumcenter, the incenter, 
and the orthocenter of triangle ABC, respectively, prove that 


1 


area (OI H] = ae 


(a— 6)(B —y)(y- 2), 


where r is the inradius of ABC. 


Solution. Consider triangle ABC, directly oriented in the complex plane 
centered at point O. 
Using the complex product and the coordinates of J and H, we have 


1 1 b 
area [OI H] = risa x ZH) = iy ~~ — x (a+o+0| 
= + (a - B)ax b+ (B—7)bx e+ (y—a)e x al 
Asi 


= slo — B)- area [OAB] + (6 — 7) - area [OBC] + (7 — a) - area [OCA] 


1 R? sin2C R? sin2A R? sin2B 
= [te 9) PE yg 


3 Christian Heinrich von Nagel (1803-1882), German mathematician. His contributions 
to triangle geometry were included in the book The Development of Modern Triangle 
Geometry [21]. 
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= F(a p)sin2c + (B— 7)sin2A + (y— a) sin 2B] 
= £(a-8)(8—n)y-0), 


as desired. 


4.5 The Nine-Point Circle of Euler 


Given a triangle ABC, choose its circumcenter O to be the origin of the 
complex plane and let a, b, c be the coordinates of the vertices A, B, C. We 
have seen in Sect. 4.1, Proposition 3, that the coordinate of the orthocenter 
A iszy =a+b-e. 

Let us denote by Ai, Bi, C, the midpoints of sides BC, CA, AB; by 
A’, B’, C’ the feet of the altitudes; and by A”, B”’, C” the midpoints of 
segments AH, BH, CH, respectively (Fig. 4.5). 


Figure 4.5. 


It is clear that for the points A,, B,, Ci, A”, B”’, C”, we have the 
following coordinates: 


1 
2A, = (b+), 2B, = (e7 a); 20, = 5 (a+ 6), 


1 
2 


Nile 


1 1 1 
Zan =at (b+), zpv =b+ a (ct), zou =cet+ 5 (a + 6). 


It is not so easy to find the coordinates of A’, B’, C’. 
Proposition. Consider the point X(ax) on the circumcircle of triangle ABC. 


Let P be the projection of X onto line BC. Then the coordinate of P is 
given by 


116 4 More on Complex Numbers and Geometry 


1 be _ 
R=, t—ppetbte F 


where R is the circumradius of triangle ABC. 


Proof. Using the complex product and the real product, we can write the 
equations of lines BC and X P as follows: 


BC : (z—b) x (c— b) = 0, 
XP:(z—«2)-(c—b)=0. 


The coordinate p of P satisfies both equations; hence we have 
(p — b) x (c— b) = 0 and (p— x) - (c— 6) = 0. 
These equations are equivalent to 


(p — b)(@— 6) — (B—b)(e—b) = 


and 
(p — x)(¢—b) + (p—Z)(c— 6) =0. 


Adding the above relations, we obtain 


(2p —b—x)(@—b) + (b— F)(c— b) =0. 


It follows that 


1 be = 1 i 
<5 [e+e Rt = 5 (« watt dtc). 


From the above proposition, we see that the coordinates of A’, B’, C’ are 
1 bca 
ta = 5 (a4 b+e Re)? 
1 cab 
2B = 5 a+b+c Re)? 


1 abe 
tO = 5 a+b+c Re): 


Theorem 1 (The nine-point circle). In every triangle ABC, the points 
Ai, Bi, Ci, A’, B’, C’, A”, BY”, C” are all on the same circle, whose 
center is at the midpoint of the segment OH and whose radius is one-half the 
circumradius. 
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Proof. Denote by Og the midpoint of the segment OH. Using our 


initial assumption, it follows that zog = s(a + b+ c). Also, we have 
\a| = |b| = |c| = R, where R is the circumradius of triangle ABC. 
1 1 
Observe that OgAr = |Za, 20g | 5 lal = 5h, and also 
1 
Oo By = OoC; = git. 
1 1 
We can write OgA” = |z4v — zo,| = glal = ah and also 
1 


OoB" = O90" = 5R. 


The distance Og A’ is also not difficult to compute: 


1 bca 1 
Oo! = |2 — 20,1 =|5 (at 5-46 =) 5(atb tc) 
1 1 a 1 

a R. 


= spalbcal = salallbllel = so = 5 


a 
Similarly, we get Oo B’ = OgC’ = 5. Therefore, Op Ay = Og By = OgC, 


1 
Og A’ Og B’ OgC" Og A” = Og B” = OgCO” = aft and the desired 
property follows. 


Theorem 2. 


(1) (Euler line of a triangle.) In any triangle ABC the points O, G, H are 
collinear. 

(2) (Nagel line of a triangle.) In any triangle ABC the points I, G, N are 
collinear. 


Proof. 
(1) If the circumcenter O is the origin of the complex plane, we have zo = 0, 


1 
zg = ~(a+b+c), 24 =a+b+c. Hence these points are collinear by 
Proposition 2 in Sect. 3.2 or 4.2. 


1 
(2) We have z; = Cat oy Ve, 2g = =(a+b+c), and zy = (1-*)at+ 
2s 2s 2s 3 Ss 
( - =) b+ (1 - 1) c, and we can write zy = 3z¢ — 227. 
8 8 


Applying the result mentioned above and properties of the complex prod- 
uct, we obtain (zg — zr) x (zn — 21) = (2g — 21) X [8(zG — z1)] = 0; hence 
the points J, G, N are collinear. 


4 Leonhard Euler (1707-1783), one of the most important mathematicians of all time, 
created much of modern calculus and contributed significantly to almost every existing 
branch of pure mathematics, adding proofs and arranging the whole in a consistent form. 
Euler wrote an immense number of memoirs on a great variety of mathematical subjects. 
We recommend William Dunham’s book Euler: The Master of Us All [33] for more details 
concerning Euler’s contributions to mathematics. 
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Remark. Note that NG = 2GI, and hence the triangles OGI and HGN 
are similar. It follows that the lines OJ and NZ are parallel, and we have 
the basic configuration of triangle ABC’ shown in Fig. 4.6. 


Figure 4.6. 


If G, is the midpoint of segment [JN], then its coordinate is 


ra. = (rt en) =P Ea, O49), rh). 


The point G, is called the Spiecker point of triangle ABC, and it is easy to 
verify that it is the incenter of the medial triangle A, B,C\. 


Problem 1. Consider a point M on the circumcircle of triangle ABC. Prove 
that the nine-point centers of triangles MBC, MCA, MAB are the vertices 
of a triangle similar to triangle ABC. 


Solution. Let A’, B’, C’ be the nine-point centers of the triangles 
MBC, MCD, MAB, respectively. Take the origin of the complex plane 
to be at the circumcenter of triangle ABC. Denote by the corresponding 
lowercase letter the coordinate of the point denoted by an uppercase letter. 
Then 
» mrore i = m+cta , mt+atb 

i i air me cee a. 

since M lies on the circumcircle of triangle ABC. Then 


b! — a’ a—b_ b-a 


c-d a-c ca’ 


and hence triangles A’B’C’ and ABC are similar. 
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Problem 2. Show that triangle ABC is a right triangle if and only if its 
circumecircle and its nine-point circle are tangent. 


Solution. Take the origin of the complex plane to be at the circumcenter O 
of triangle ABC, and denote by a, b, c the coordinates of vertices A, B, C, 
respectively. Then the circumcircle of triangle ABC is tangent to the nine- 
R 
point circle of triangle ABC if and only if OO 9 = a This is equivalent to 
R?2 
002 = re that is, |a+b+c¢|? = R?. 
Using properties of the real product, we have 


la+b+cl? =(at+b+c)-(a+b+c) = lal? + |bl? + |e]? +2(a-b+b-c+c-a) 


= 3R?4+2(a-b+b-c+c-a) =3R? + (2R? — a? +2R? — 8? +2R? — 7) 
= 9R?’ — (0? + A’ +7”), 
where a, 8, y are the lengths of the sides of triangle ABC’. We have used 
2 2 2 
the formulas a-b = R2— 1, b-c= R?- ae Gre BE eich can 
be easily derived from the definition of the real product of complex numbers 
(see also the lemma in Sect. 4.6.2). 

Therefore, a? + 6? +7? = 8R?, which is the same as sin? A + sin? B + 
sin? C = 2. We can write the last relation as 1 — cos2A + 1 — cos2B +1 — 
cos 2C = 4. This is equivalent to 2 cos(A + B) cos(A — B) + 2cos? C = 0, ice., 
4cos Acos B cos C = 0, and the desired conclusion follows. 


Problem 3. Let ABCD be a cyclic quadrilateral and let Eq, Ey, Ec, Ea be 
the nine-point centers of triangles BCD, CDA, DAB, ABC, respectively. 
Prove that the lines AE,, BE,, CE., DEg are concurrent. 


Solution. Take the origin of the complex plane to be the center O of the 
circumcircle of ABCD. Then the coordinates of the nine-point centers are 


(c+d+a), ee = =(d+a+b), ea= =(at+b+c). 


ul 1 
€a= 5(b+e+d), a= 5 


1 
2 


Nile 


We have AE, : z = ka+(1—k)eg, k € R, and the analogous equations 
for the lines BEy, CE,., DEg. Observe that the point with coordinate s(a + 


1 
b+c+d) lies on all four lines (: - 3); and we are done. 
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4.6 Some Important Distances in a Triangle 


4.6.1 Fundamental Invariants of a Triangle 


Consider the triangle ABC with sides a, 8, y; semiperimeter 


1 
s= slat B+); 


inradius r; and circumradius R. The numbers s, r, R are called the funda- 
mental invariants of triangle ABC. 


Theorem. The sides a, 8, y are the roots of the cubic equation 
t? — 2st? + (s? +r? +4Rr)t —4sRr=0. 


Proof. Let us prove that a satisfies the equation. We have 


A 
A A A cos — 
a= 2Rsin A= 4Rsin > cos > and ¢—o = reotan, =F a 
sin — 
2 
whence 
A a(s—a) A ar 
2 . 2 
— = —— and sin* — = —_—__.. 
eg dp 8 ARG a) 


A A 
From the formula cos? ria sin? cn 1, it follows that 


a(s— a) ar 
+ =e 
A4Rr AR(s— a) 


That is, va? —2sa?+(s?+r?+4Rr)a—4sRr = 0. We can show analogously 
that 6 and ¥ are roots of the above equation. 


From the above theorem, using the relations between the roots and the 
coefficients, it follows that 


a+B+7=2s, 


aB+ By +t ya =s*+r72+4Rr, 
apy = 4sRr. 
Corollary. The following formulas hold in every triangle ABC: 


a + B? +7? =2(s? —r? —4Rr), 


a? +B? + 9° = 28(s? — 3r? — 6Rr). 
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Proof. We have 


of + B47? =(a+B4+ 7) — 2(aB + By + ya) = 4s? — 2(s? +7? + 4Rr) 
= 2s? — 2r? — 8Rr = 2(s* — r? — 4Rr). 


In order to prove the second identity, we can write 


a+ B+ =(atbty)\(a? +6? +7 — a6 — By—7a) + 3a8y 


= 2s(2s? — 2r? — 8Rr — s* — r* — 4Rr) + 12sRr = 2s(s? — 3r* — 6Rr). 


4.6.2 The Distance OI 


Assume that the circumcenter O of the triangle ABC is the origin of the 
complex plane, and let a, b, c be the coordinates of the vertices A, B, C, 
respectively. 


Lemma. The real products a:b, b-c, c-a are given by 


a2 2 
a: baw, b- c= Ro, c-a=R?- a 


Proof. Using the properties of the real product, we have 


7? = |a—b|? = (a—b)-(a—b) = a-a—2a-b+b-b = |a|?—2a-b+|b|? = 2R? —2a-b, 


and the first formula follows. 


In order to simplify the formulas, we will use the symbol eae called the 
cyclic sum: 


S° f(w1,"2,03) = f (#1, 22,03) + f (a2, 03,01) + f(w3,01, 22), 


cyc 
where the sum is taken over all cyclic permutations of the variables. 
Theorem (Euler). The following formula holds: 

Ol? = R? — 2Rr. 
Proof. The coordinate of the incenter is given by 


a B y 
= — —b — 
a Praca 2s _ ie? 
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so we can write 


Gags Lo 8 Ey eae ee 
[211 & 2s Tas i. 2s 5s 


1 
qe ey PR? +255 S( aB)a 


cyc 
Using the above lemma, we find that 


OP = a (a? + 6? 4+ 77)R? + 3 a(R 7) 


cyc 


1 
=qale+b+ryPR 2 7 as}? = RP - copra th +7) 
cyc 
1 aby K 
ey yee _ p2 ; _ p2 
=R 55077 R*—2 IK’ R* — 2Rr, 
where the well-known formulas 
ORE. of 
aay ga deaere 


are used. Here K is the area of triangle ABC. 


Corollary (Euler’s inequality). In every triangle ABC, the following 
inequality holds: 
R> 2r. 


We have equality if and only if triangle ABC is equilateral. 
Proof. From the above theorem. we have OI? = R(R—2r) > 0, hence R > 2r. 


The equality R —2r = 0 holds if and only if OI* = 0, i.e., O = I. Therefore, 
triangle ABC is equilateral. 


4.6.3 The Distance ON 


Theorem 1. If N is the Nagel point of triangle ABC, then 
ON = R-—-2r. 


Proof. The coordinate of the Nagel point of the triangle is given by 


w= (1-S)a4(1-2)o4(1- Je 
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Therefore, 
NP = onl? = een = PY (1-8) 42 (1-9) (1- Fat 
2 
-FY(- 9) 2D 2) (1-2) (#-) 
a oar eae) ce as 
= R? pyre ae ot =R-B 


To calculate E, we note that 


a E(- oP a) =yr- ~ ila + By? + = a8? 


cyc cyc cyc cyc 
1 2a _ aby kK 
= a _ 2 pani 2 
= DPF Dee at = Dot ote 
cyc cyc cyc cyc 
1 
—_ 2 as 3 
= Soa + 5 oe + 8Rr. 
cyc cyc 


Applying the formula in the corollary of Sect. 4.6.1, we conclude that 
E = —2(s* — r? — 4Rr) + 2(s? — 3r? — 6Rr) + 8Rr = —4r? + 4Rr. 


Hence ON? = R? — E = R? — 4Rr + 4r? = (R-— 2r)?, and the desired 
formula is proved by Euler’s inequality. 


Theorem 2 (Feuerbach’). Jn any triangle the incircle and the nine-point 
circle of Euler are tangent. 


Proof. Using the configuration in Sect. 4.5 we observe that 
1 GI _ GO» 
2 GN GO° 
Therefore, triangles GIO g and GNO are similar. It follows that the lines 
IO, and ON are parallel and [09 = SON . Applying Theorem 1 in Sect. 


1 R 
4.6.3, we get IO9 = 5(R 2r) = st = Ry — r, and hence the incircle is 


tangent to the nine-point circle. 


5 Karl Wilhelm Feuerbach (1800-1834), German geometer, published the result of 
Theorem 2 in 1822. 


124 4 More on Complex Numbers and Geometry 


Figure 4.7. 


The point of tangency of these two circles is denoted by y and is called 
the Feuerbach point of the triangle (Fig. 4.7). 


4.6.4 The Distance OH 


Theorem. /f H is the orthocenter of triangle ABC, then 
OH? = 9R? + 2r? + 8Rr — 28. 


Proof. Assuming that the circumcenter O is the origin of the complex plane, 
the coordinate of H is 


ZH =at+bt+e. 


Using the real product, we can write 


OH? = |zy|? =z -zy = (at+b+c)-(at+b+c) 


=S" lal? +2S> a-b=3R? +25) a-b. 


cyc cyc 


Applying the formulas in the lemma and then the first formula in Corol- 
lary 4.6.1, we obtain 


2 
on? =3R? +25 (w-) =9R? —(o7 +6 +7") 


cyc 


= 9R? — 2(s? — r? — ARr) = 9R? + 2r? + 8Rr — 2s”. 
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Corollary 1. The following formulas hold: 


2 2 
(1) oa 0” = Rr gf 
2 __ 2, 2, 2 
(2) OO5 = ek T 9" T 2Rr a” : 


Corollary 2. In every triangle ABC, the inequality 
a? + BP +47 < OR? 
is valid. Equality holds if and only if the triangle is equilateral. 


4.6.5 Blundon’s Inequalities 


Given a triangle ABC, denote by O its circumcenter, J the incenter, G the 
centroid, N the Nagel point, s the semiperimeter, R the circumradius, and r 
the inradius. In what follows, we present a geometric proof to the so-called 
fundamental triangle inequality. This relation contains, in fact, two inequal- 
ities, and it was first proved by E. Rouché in 1851, answering a question of 
Ramus concerning necessary and sufficient conditions for three positive real 
numbers s, R,r to be the semiperimeter, circumradius, and inradius of a tri- 
angle. The standard simple proof was first given by W.J. Blundon, and it is 
based on the following algebraic property of the roots of a cubic equation: 
The roots 71, %2, 73 of the equation 


x? + a,z" + aot +03 =0 


are the side lengths of a (nondegenerate) triangle if and only if the following 
three conditions are satisfied: 


(i) 18a,a2a3 + afa3 — 27a2 — 4a3 — 4a}az > 0; 
(ii) —a, > 0, ag > 0, —az > 0; 
(iii) a} — 4a,a4 + 8a3 > 0. 


The following result contains a simple geometric proof of the fundamental 
inequality of a triangle, as presented in the article [15]. 


Theorem 1. Assume that the triangle ABC is not equilateral. The following 
relation holds: 
2R? + 10Rr — r? — s? 


cos [ON = a 
2(R— 2r)./R2 — 2Rr 


Proof. It is known (see Theorem 2 in Sect. 4.5) that the points N, G, and I are 
collinear on a line called Nagel’s line of the triangle, and we have NJ = 3G1I. 
If we use Stewart’s theorem in the triangle JON, then we get 


ON? -GI+Ol?.NG-—OG?.-NI=GI-GN- NI, 
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and it follows that 
ON*.GI+ OP .2GI — OG? — 3GI =6GF°. 
This relation is equivalent to 
ON? + 20/" — 30G? = 6GI’. 


Now, using formulas for ON, OI, and OG, we obtain 


fee eae tf 203? 2 A 
cpa; (40+ sRr-+ 47?) 3 (2 S ae) Shr-+4r?) 


So we get 
NI? =9GP? = 5r? + 5? — 16Rr. 


We use the law of cosines in the triangle JON to obtain 


ON? +0F — NI? 


cosION = ON OI 


(R= 2p) CR 2 Rr) — or 4s? S16RY):. ORE E10 Rr 4? 3" 
2(R — 2r)./R? — 2Rr (R= 2r)/R? = 2Rr’ 
and we are done. 
If the triangle ABC is equilateral, then the points I, O, N coincide, i.e., 
triangle [ON degenerates to a single point. In this case, we extend the formula 
by cosION = 1. 


Theorem 2 (Blundon’s inequalities). A necessary and sufficient condi- 
tion for the existence of a triangle with elements s, R, and r is 


2R? + 10Rr — r? — 2(R— 2r)\V/ R2 — 2Rr 
< s? < 2R?4+10Rr — 1? + 2(R? — 2r)\V/ R? — 2Rr. 


Proof. If we have R = 2r, then the triangle must be equilateral, and we are 
done. If we assume that R — 2r 4 0, then the desired inequalities are direct 
consequences of the fact that —1 < cosION < 1. 


Equilateral triangles give the trivial situation in which we have equality. 
Suppose that we are not working with equilateral triangles, i.e., we have 
R-—-2r #0. Denote by T(R,1r) the family of all triangles with circumradius 
R and inradius r. Blundon’s inequalities give, in terms of R and r, the exact 
interval for the semiperimeter s of triangles in the family 7(R,1). We have 


S2in = 2R? + 10Rr —r? — 2(R — 2r)\/ R2 — 2Rr 
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and 


82 ay = 2R? + 10Rr — r? + 2(R — 2r)\/R? — 2Rr. 


If we fix the circumcenter O and the incenter J such that OI = VR? — 2Rr, 
then the triangle in the family 7(R,r) with minimal semiperimeter corre- 
sponds to the case cosION = 1 of equality, ie., points J,O, N are collinear, 
and J and N belong to the same ray with the origin O. Taking into account 
the well-known property that points O,G, H belong to Euler’s line of the tri- 
angle, we see that O,/,G must be collinear, and hence in this case, triangle 
ABC is isosceles. In Fig. 4.8, this triangle is denoted by Amin BminCmin. Also, 
the triangle in the family 7(R,r) with maximal semiperimeter corresponds 
to the case of equality cosION = —1, ie., points J,O,N are collinear, and 
O is situated between J and N. Using again the Euler line of the triangle, 
we see that triangle ABC is isosceles. In Fig. 4.8, this triangle is denoted by 
Amax BmaxCmax- 

Note that we have BninCmin > BmaxCmax-. The triangles in the family 
T(R,r) are “between” these two extremal triangles (see Fig. 4.8). According 
to Poncelet’s closure theorem, they are inscribed in the circle C(O; R), and 
their sides are externally tangent to the circle C(I; r). 


A 


smaxr 


C, 


max 


B 


min 


Figure 4.8. 
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4.7 Distance Between Two Points in the Plane 
of a Triangle 


4.7.1 Barycentric Coordinates 


Consider a triangle ABC and let a, 3, 7 be the lengths of sides BC, CA, AB, 
respectively. 


Proposition. Let a, b, c be the coordinates of vertices A, B, C and let P 
be a point in the plane of the triangle. If zp is the coordinate of P, then there 
exist unique real numbers fa, Mb, Ue such that 


ZP = baa + Uob+ Mec and pa + Ly + Me = 1. 


Proof. Assume that P is in the interior of triangle ABC and consider the 


point A’ such that APM BC = {A’}. Let ky = = ko = I and observe 
that 
oe atkyza: sie b+ koe 
1+k, ’ 1+ kg 
Hence in this case, we can write 
1 ky kiko 
7g, a ay (ee 


Moreover, if we consider 
1 ky kik 


BO pet ee eee Vda ey) oo = Cie Reel Sopa) 


we have 


i f = 1 \ ky 
Pe RDS pace“ ae Le) 
= 1+k,+ke + kyke 
(1 + k1)(1 + kz) 


kiko 
(1+ k1)(1 + ka) 


=, 


We proceed in an analogous way when the point P is situated in the 
exterior of triangle ABC. 
If the point P is situated on the support line of a side of triangle ABC 
(i.e., the line determined by two vertices), then 
1 k 1 k 


SS pb ee 8 go eS 
sae ey ae eB ad Crag qa 
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The real numbers fla, (Mp, Mc are called the absolute barycentric coordinates 
of P with respect to triangle ABC. 

The signs of the numbers fia, /1), He depend on the regions of the plane in 
which the point P is situated. Triangle ABC’ determines seven such regions 
(Fig. 4.9). 


Il 


Figure 4.9. 


In the following table, we give the signs of Wa, Mp, Me: 


4.7.2 Distance Between Two Points in Barycentric 
Coordinates 


In what follows, in order to simplify the formulas, we will use again the 


cyclic sum symbol defined above, 5> f(%1, v2, ..., &n). The most important 
cyc 
example for our purposes is 


So f(a, X22, x3) = hgcae X2, ©3) + f (xe, Z3, £1) + f(x3, Z1, £2). 


cyc 


Theorem 1. In the plane of triangle ABC, consider the points P, and P, 
with coordinates zp, and zp,, respectively. If zp, = ana+ Byb+ nc, where 
Qk, Be, Yr are real numbers such that a, + Bk +y¥e = 1, k = 1,2, then 


P, Pz = —) }(a2 — a1)(82 — 81)y?. 


cyc 
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Proof. Choose the origin of the complex plane to be located at the 
circumcenter O of the triangle ABC. Using properties of the real product, 
we have 


P, PS = |zp, — 2p,|? = |(a2 — a1)a + (B2 — B1)b + (42 — rel? 


= S “(a2 —a@)"a- a+ 2S (az —a1)(B2— Bija- b 


cye cyc 
2 
~ dU (a2 —ay)?R? + 2S (a2 — a1)(B2 — 61) G a z) 
cyc cyc 
= R? (a2 + P2+72-a1 — Pi mm)? So (a2 —a1)(B2 — Bi)? 
cyc 
= So (a2 — a1)(B2 — 1)y’, 


cyc 


since a1 + 8) +71 = a2 4+ 62 +72 =1. 


Theorem 2. The points Aj, Ag, Bi, Bo, C1, C2 are situated on the sides 
BC, CA, AB of triangle ABC such that lines AA,, BB,, CC, meet at 
point P,, and lines AAz2, BBz, CC2 meet at point P2. If 

BA, per CBr me ACh nn 


k 
A.C Nk : B.A Pk : CyB Mz : aa 


where Mr, Mk, Pe are nonzero real numbers, k = 1,2, and 
Sp=Mp+nz~ + pr, k = 1,2, then 


1 
P,P} = S252 S182 5° (nip2 + ping)a? — S? S > napea” — $3 S$ nipie? 


cyc cyc cyc 
Proof. The coordinates of points P; and P, are 


. Mpa + Neb + Peo k=12 
Pr Ma +k + DE ’ 94 


It follows that in this case, the absolute barycentric coordinates of points 
P, and Py are given by 


Mk Mk B Nk Nk 
a — h = = ? 
emg + Nk +pr Sk ema + 1K +pr Sk 
Vk = Pk = Dk ey 


Metre t+p, Sk’ 


Substituting in the formula in Theorem 1 in Sect. 4.7.2, we obtain 
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Pp n2 N41 p2 Pi 2 
ne s (5 S)\S 8 )° 
1 
~ Bcc, pales — S2n1)(S1p2 — S2p1)a” 


1 
~~ 3392 Sy [Sinope + Snipi — $152(nip2 + nepi)] a” 


cyc 


1 
Ege [ss So (rip2 + napi)a? — Sf S 7 napa? — 83S) mipio*| , 


cyc cyc cyc 


and the desired formula follows. 


Corollary 1. For real numbers ax, Ge, Ye with an + Be + ye = 1, k = 1,2, 
the following inequality holds: 


S (a2 — a1) (62 — Bi)? <0, 


cyc 
with equality if and only if a1 = a2, 61 = B2, ¥1 = 72- 


Corollary 2. For nonzero real numbers mz, Ne, Pe, kK = 1,2, with Sp = 
Mrptnpt+ pe, k = 1,2, the lengths of sides a, 8B, y of triangle ABC satisfy 
the inequality 


Sy 2 So 2 
n + pin2)? > = n2p2a~ + —— N1Pia’, 
S| (nape + pine)? > Ss S nope % Snip 


cyc cyc cyc 
m m2 n n 
with equality if and only if Sg ; += 2, +=, 
My m2 Pl p20 ™4 me 


Applications 


(1) Let us use the formula in Theorem 2 in Sect. 4.7.2 to compute the distance 
GI, used in Sect. 4.6.5, where G is the centroid and I is the incenter of 
the triangle. 


We have m, = n1 = pj = 1 and mz =a, nz = 8, po = 7; hence 


=) m3: S2 = Som. =a+B+7 = 2s; 


cyc cyc 
So(nipe + ngpi)a® = (B+ y)a* + (y +a) 8? + (a+ By? 
cyc 
=(a+ 6+ 7)(a8 + By + ya) — 3aBy = 2s(s* +r? + 4rR) — 12sRr 
= 2s* + 2sr? — 4sRr. 
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On the other hand, 


So ngpea? = a By + 87a +7? a8 = a6y(a + B+) = 8s"Rr 
cyc 
and 
Snipa? =a? + 62447 = 2s" — 2r? — 8Rr. 


cyc 


Then 
1 
GP = a + 5r? — 16Rr). 


(2) Let us prove that in every triangle ABC with sides a, 8, 7, the following 
inequality holds: 


S > (2a - B- ¥)(26 -— a- 9) 7? <0. 
cyc 
In the inequality in Corollary 1 in Sect. 4.7.2, we consider the points 


1 
Seen = tsi, & rey ee eatin, = ee 
3 28 28 


72= 2a and the above inequality follows. We have equality if and only if 
8 
P, = Py, that is, G =I, so the triangle is equilateral. 


4.8 The Area of a Triangle in Barycentric Coordinates 


Consider the triangle ABC with a, b, c the respective coordinates of its 
vertices. Let a, 6, y be the lengths of sides BC, CA, and AB. 


Theorem. Let Pj(zp,), j = 1,2,3, be three points in the plane of triangle 
ABC with zp, = aja+ Bj;b+ yc, where a;, Bj, yj; are the barycentric coor- 
dinates of P;. If the triangles ABC and P, P2P3 have the same orientation, 
then 

area|P, P2P3] = ot : y1 

area[ABC] mee el 
a3 B3 Y3 

Proof. Suppose that the triangles ABC and P, P2P3 are positively oriented. 
If O denotes the origin of the complex plane, then using the complex product, 
we can write 


21 area|P,OP2| = zp, x zp, = (aja + Bib+ 1c) X (aga + Bob 4+ yc) 


= (a1 62 — a281)a x b+ (8172 — Boy1)b X C+ (W101 — Y201)¢ x a 
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axbbxccxa axbbx c2i area [ABC] 
=|n nu A =| uM 1 
y2 a2 Be 2 a2 1 


Analogously, we obtain 

axbbx c¢ 2i area [ABC] 
27 area [PO P3] = 2 a2 a 5 
73 O83 1 


axbbx c¢ 2i area [ABC] 
27 area [P30 P] = 3 a3 iL 
V1 a1 1 


Assuming that the origin O is situated in the interior of triangle P; P2 Ps, 
it follows that 


area[P, P2P3] = area [P,OP ] + area [P,OP3] + area [P30P,] 


1 1 
= 5j (01 — 02 + a2 — a3 Fas — ajax b— 5-("1 — 2472-3 +73— U)b xe 
+(y102 — y2Q1 + 203 — ¥3A2 + Y3Q1 — 1Q3)area [ABC] 


= (y102 — 7201 + Y23 — ¥3A2 + 301 — 7103) area [ABC] 


ly a1 ay Pi V1 
= area [ABC] ]1 y2 a2} = area[ABC]] a2 82 72], 
1 73 a3 az 83 73 


and the desired formula is obtained. 


Corollary 1. Consider the triangle ABC and the points A,, By, Cy situated 
on the respective lines BC, CA, AB (Fig. 4.10) such that 


AiR, BiC _, GA _, 
AC BA a 


If AA, NM BB, = {Pi}, BB, NM CC = {P>}, and CC) NM AA, = {P3}, then 


area|P, P2P3] (1 = ki kak3)? 


area| ABC] (1 +ky+ kike)(1 + ko+ kok3)(1 + k3 + k3k1) , 


Proof. Applying the well-known Menelaus’s theorem to triangle AA, B, we 
find that 
CiA CB P3A, 
CiB CA, P3A 


— 1, 
Hence 
P3A  CiA CB 
P34, CB CA, 
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Figure 4.10. 


The coordinate of P3 is given by 


cee aa 
; _atka(lith)za, OTN TV Tak at kgbt kakic 
Ps 1+ kg(1 + ki) lt+k3tk3ky  1l+kg3t+kgk, | 


In an analogous way, we find that 


a kikga+b+kyie 
1+k, + kyke 


_ kga + kok3b +c 
L+ko+kok3 ~ 


and zp, 


ZPy 


The triangles ABC and P, P2P3 have the same orientation; hence by applying 
the formula in the above theorem, we find that 


area[P, P2 P3] 1 ie k ; ‘i 
area[ABC] — (14+ ky +hyko)(1-+h2-+hokg)(1+h3-+h3ki) | hey, ee 


(1 — ky k2k3)? 
(1+ ky + kik2)(1 + ko + kok3)(1 + k3 + kgki)” 
Remark. When ky = kp = k3 =k, from Corollary 1 in Sect. 4.8, we obtain 


Problem 3 in Sect. 4.9.2 from the 23rd Putnam Mathematical Competition. 
Let A;, Bj, C; be points on the lines BC, C'A, AB, respectively, such that 


BA; _ D; CB; _ ™,; AC 1; =i 3 
A;C nj’ B;A pj’ CB m-? aeaaat 


Corollary 2. If P; is the intersection point of lines AA;,BB;,CCj, j = 
1,2,3, and the triangles ABC, P,P2P3 have the same orientation, then 


area[P; P2 P3] 1 ne hie aoe 


area[ABC] 515253 a i . 


where Sj =m; +nj+p;, 7 =1,2,3. 
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Proof. In terms of the coordinates of the triangle, the coordinates of the 
points P; are 
mya + njb + pye 1 


Zp, = = mja+njb+ pyc), 7 =1,2,3. 
Pj m3 +15 +; 5; ! j j jC), J 


The formula above follows directly from the above theorem. 


Corollary 3. In triangle ABC, let us consider the cevians AA’, BB’, and 
CC’ such that 


Ae BO . CA 
AC” BA ™ OB 
Then the following formula holds: 


area[A’B'C’) _ 1+mnp 


area[A BC] (1+ m)(1+n)(1+p) 


Proof. Observe that the coordinates of A’, B’, C’ are given by 


1 Fas m 1 fi n 1 4 p 
— Cc, ZR = Cc a, ZqQ = a 
l+m l+m’ S l+n lt+n’ G 


ZAI b. 
a 1l+p l+p 


Applying the formula in Corollary 2 in Sect. 4.8, we obtain 
area[A’B’C") 1 oan 


area[ABC] (1 +m)(1+n)(1 +p) i ; 


1+ mnp 
(l+m)(1+n)(1+p) 


Applications 


(1) (Steinhaus)°® Let A;, B;, Cj be points on lines BC, CA, AB, respec- 
tively, 7 = 1, 2,3. Assume that 


BA, 2 CB, 1 AQ, 4 
AC 4’ BA 2? COB 1 
BA, 4 CB, 2 AC, 1. 
AsC 1’ BoA 4’ CoB 2’ 
BA; 1 CB; 4 AC; 2 
A3C 2’ BsA 1’? C3B) 4 


If P; is the intersection point of lines AA;, BB;, CCj, j = 1,2,3, and 
triangles ABC, P,P: P3 are of the same orientation, then from Corollary 3 
above, we obtain 


6 Hugo Dyonizy Steinhaus (1887-1972), Polish mathematician, made important contribu- 
tions to functional analysis and other branches of modern mathematics. 
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arealPiP2Ps]_ 1454 4|_ 49 1 
area[ABO] = 7-°7-Tlyo1| BB 7 


(2) If the cevians AA’, BB’, CC’ are concurrent at point P, let us denote 
by Kp the area of isanele A’ B’'C"’. We can use the formula in Corollary 3 
above to compute the areas of some triangles determined by the feet of 
the cevians of some notable points in a triangle. 


(i) If I is the incenter of triangle ABC, we have 


Ky = . B a a area[ ABC] 
(+5) +5) 0+%) 
208 7 2aBysr 
"ne riGte Ge Gea): 


(ii) For the orthocenter H of the acute triangle ABC, we obtain 


tanC tanB tanA 
Pea tanB tanA tanC 
w= 


tae tanC ih tan B ia: tan A a 
tan B tan A tanC 


= (2cos Acos Bcos C)area[ABC] = (2cos Acos B cos C)sr 


(iii) For the Nagel point of triangle ABC, we can write 


s’-—y s-a s—f 


= s—PB s-y 8s-@ 


= area[ABC] 
(1+ ==7) (1+2=*) (1+ ==") 
s—B 8-7 s-—a@ 


_ 2(s — a)(s — B)(s — 7) _ 4area?[ABC] 
= apy area[ABC] = oa, 
2 
= sprealABC] = oe 


If we proceed in the same way for the Gergonne point J, we obtain the 
relation 


sr? 
2R 


Remark. Two cevians AA’ and AA” are isotomic if the points A’ and A” 


are symmetric with respect to the midpoint of the segment BC’. Assuming 
that 


Kj= spercalABC] = 
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AB BC CA, 
ao A og 
then for the corresponding isotomic cevians, we have 


Ave 1 BC 1 CVA. 1 
A'C om’ BYA n’ CYB op 


Applying the formula in Corollary 3 above yields that 


area[A’B'C') | 1+ mnp 
area[ABC] = (1+ m)(1+n)(1 +p) 
1 1 
mnp 7 area[A” B’C”) 


= (1+ =) (1+ =) (1+=) ~~ areal ABC] 


Therefore, area [A’B’C’] = area|A”B"C”]. A special case of this relation 


is Ky = Ky, since the points N and J are isotomic (i.e., these points are 
intersections of isotomic cevians). 


(3) Consider the excenters I,, Ig, I, of triangle ABC. It is not difficult to 
see that the coordinates of these points are 


oa B i 

* — &(s-—a) A%s—B) — As—y)” 
ZI 7 a is Cc 

*  2%(s—a) A(s—B)  As—y)” 
i = a+ Z is 


‘Saag 2e—f) IG=9)" 


From the formula in the theorem above, it follows that 


a B + 
2(s—a) 2(s—B) at y) 
2(s—a) Qs—B) 28-7) area[ABC] 
- x 
2(s—a) 2(s—B) —_2(s—7) 


area{IyIgIy] = 


wbry -l1ii1 
= 1-11 A 
Bs ays—Ae—y| 1 7 _,\ nee 


= saGByarea[ ABC] _ saByarea[ABC] _—— 2saBy o6R 
2s(s —a)(s — 8)(s — 74) 2area?{ABC] darea| ABC] , 
(4) (Nagel line) Using the formula in the theorem above, we give a different 


proof for the so-called Nagel line: the points J,G,N are collinear. We 
have seen that the coordinates of these points are 


138 4 More on Complex Numbers and Geometry 


CO .¢ Bas 
4. = 2s ats b+ ore 
eee 
tq = gat abt 5c, 
=(1-2)a+ (1-2) 04 (1- 1) 
8 8 
Then 
a £ am 
2s 28 2s 
arealIGN] =| 3 3 3 |. area[ABC] =0, 
1-%1-41-7% 


and hence the points J, G, N are collinear. 


4.9 Orthopolar Triangles 


4.9.1 The Simson—Wallace Line and the Pedal 
Triangle 


Consider the triangle ABC, and let M be a point situated in the plane of 
the triangle. Let P, Q, R be the projections of M onto lines BC, CA, AB, 
respectively. 


Theorem 1 (The Simson line’). The points P, Q, R are collinear if and 
only if M is on the circumcircle of triangle ABC. 


Proof. We will give a standard geometric argument. 

Suppose that M lies on the circumcircle of triangle ABC. Without loss 
of generality, we may assume that M is on the arc BC . In order to prove 
the the collinearity of R, P, Q, it suffices to show that the angles BPR and 
CPQ are congruent. The The quadrilaterals PRBM and PCQM are re cyclic (since 
BRM =} BPM 1 and MPC + '+MQC = = 180°); he hence we have BPR = BMR 
and CPQ = CMQ. But BMR = 90° — ABM = 90° — MCO, since the 
quadrilateral ABMC is cyclic, too. Finally, we obtain BMR =90°— MCQ = 
CMQ, so the angles BPR and CPQ are congruent (Fig. 4.11). 

To prove the converse, we note that if the points P, Q, R are collinear, 
then the angles BPR and CPQ are congruent; hence ABM + ACM = 180°, 
i.e., the quadrilateral ABMC is cyclic. Therefore, the point M is situated on 
the circumcircle of triangles ABC. 


” Robert Simson (1687-1768), Scottish mathematician. This line was attributed to Simson 
by Poncelet, but it is now generally known as the Simson—Wallace line, since it does not 
actually appear in any work of Simson. William Wallace (1768-1843) was also a Scottish 
mathematician, who possibly published the theorem above concerning the Simson line in 
1799. 
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Figure 4.11. 


When M lies on the circumcircle of triangle ABC, the line in the above 
theorem is called the Simson—Wallace line of M with respect to triangle 
ABC. 

We continue with a nice generalization of the property contained in Theo- 
rem 1 above. For an arbitrary point X in the plane of triangle ABC, consider 
its projections P, Q, and R on the lines BC, CA and AB, respectively. 

The triangle PQR is called the pedal triangle of point X with respect to 
the triangle ABC. Let us choose the circumcenter O of triangle ABC as the 
origin of the complex plane. 


Theorem 2. The area of the pedal triangle of X with respect to the triangle 
ABC is given by 


area[ABC 


| 
i |||? R? 


area|[PQR] = 


(1) 


where R is the circumradius of triangle ABC. 


B P Cc 
Figure 4.12. 
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Proof. Applying the formula in the proposition of Sect. 4.5, we obtain the 
coordinates p, g, r of the points P, Q, R, respectively (Fig. 4.12): 


1 be _ 
P= 5 T—pgEtbte ; 


1 Ca _ 
g=5(2-sF+c+a), 


2 R? 
1 ab _ 
r= 5 G— F_ttatb . 


Taking into account the formula in Sect. 3.5.3, we have 


i nae t|q-—pqg-D 


For the coordinates p, g, r, we obtain 


=~ if. & ee 
eee oe po rc], 


It follows that 


2. 2 eee 2 
q ale \(a — c)R* and F a \(a— b)R 
Therefore, 

_jt|q—pg—p|,_ ta-d)(a-c) [1-8 @-e) Fr? 
arealPOR|= (3/2 PFE | = ee te ee 
_ (ea vex@ R?—c&ax-—c [ey dt (b—c)%b-—c | 
7 16abe R?—bex—b|' 16abe R? —brx—b 

__,i(a — b)(b—c)(a—c) = 1 2 fG@=b=l@=2) a8 
=| I6abe a | I6abe ate) 
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We find that 
la—5||b—elle—al |, 12 2 apy 2 2 
PQR] = R?| = 2°71 |e _ R 
area[PQR] i6lallo|lc [|| | TAEAld | 
area[ABC] 
ee eh ee 


where a, 8, ¥ are the side lengths of triangle ABC. 


Remarks. 


(1) The formula in Theorem 2 above contains the Simson—Wallace line 
property. Indeed, points P, Q, R are collinear if and only if area 
[PQR] = 0, that is, |zx% — R?| = 0, ie., 2% = R?. It follows that |z| = R, 
so X lies on the circumcircle of triangle ABC. 

(2) If X lies on a circle of radius R; and center O (the circumcenter of 
triangle ABC), then xt = R?, and from Theorem 2 above, we obtain 


area[ABC] 
4R? 


It follows that the area of triangle PQR does not depend on the point X. 


area[PQR] = |R? — R? |. 


The converse is also true. The locus of all points X in the plane of triangle 
ABC such that area [PQR] = k (constant) is defined by 


A4R?k 
2 pd) _ 
lal? — area[ ABC] | 
This is equivalent to 
4R?k Ak 
2 2 2 
=R°+ =R (1+ . 
ee area[ABC] ( area[ABC] ) 


ll 
Ifk > qereal ABC], then the locus is a circle with center O and radius 


| Ak; 
aa ial area[ABC] 


1 
If k < qareal ABC], then the locus consists with two circles of 


center O and radii R,/1+ — as one of which degenerates to O when 
area[ABC] 


1 
k= areal ABC]. 


Theorem 3. For every point X in the plane of triangle ABC, we can con- 
struct a triangle with sides AX -BC, BX -CA, CX -AB. This triangle is 
then similar to the pedal triangle of point X with respect to the triangle ABC. 
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Proof. Let PQR be the pedal triangle of X with respect to triangle ABC. 
From formula (2), we obtain 


R?-—c& 
= b ‘ 3 
1 p= 50 Wea (3) 
Taking moduli in (3), we obtain 
1 R?-—c& 
4 
la— Pl = sppla— lla — el] ~—* (a) 
On the other hand, 
R?-cp|? R-& R?-tr R?-ce R?-t 
r-C ge Z-—C x—-c _ RB? 
c 
_ R?-—c& R?(c— 2) _ RP 
g—c ca — R? , 
whence from (4), we derive the relation 
lg—pl = sola —dl|e—el (5) 
q-P\j= oR a : 
Therefore, 
PQ QR RP 1 
(6) 


CX-AB  AX-BC  BX-CA 2R’ 


and the conclusion follows. 


Corollary 1. In the plane of triangle ABC, consider the point X and denote 
by A'B'C’ the triangle with sides AX. BC, BX -CA, CX. AB. Then 


area[A’ B’C’] = area[ABC]||x|? — R?|. (7) 


Proof. From formula (6), it follows that area [A’B’C’] = 4R? area [PQR], 
where PQR is the pedal triangle of X with respect to triangle ABC. Replac- 
ing this result in (1), we obtain the desired formula. 


Corollary 2 (Ptolemy’s inequality). The following inequality holds for 
every quadrilateral ABCD: 


AC. BD < AB-CD + BC-AD. (8) 


Corollary 3 (Ptolemy’s theorem). The convex quadrilateral ABCD is 
cyclic if and only if 


AC. BD = AB-CD + BC-AD. (9) 
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Proof. If the relation (9) holds, then triangle A’ B’C’ in Corollary 1 above is 
degenerate; i.e., area [A’B’C] = 0. From formula (7), it follows that d-d = R?, 
where d is the coordinate of D and R is the circumradius of triangle ABC. 
Hence the point D lies on the circumcircle of triangle ABC. 

If quadrilateral ABCD is cyclic, then the pedal triangle of point D 
with respect to triangle ABC is degenerate. From (6), we obtain the 
relation (9). 


Corollary 4 (Pompeiu’s theorem®). For every point X in the plane of 
the equilateral triangle ABC, three segments with lengths XA, XB, XC can 
be taken as the sides of a triangle. 


Proof. In Theorem 3 above, we have BC = CA = AB, and the desired 
conclusion follows. 


The triangle in Corollary 4 above is called the Pompeiu triangle of X 
with respect to the equilateral triangle ABC. This triangle is degenerate if 
and only if X lies on the circumcircle of ABC. Using the second part of 
Theorem 3, we find that Pompeiu’s triangle of the point X is similar to the 
pedal triangle of X with respect to triangle ABC and 


CX AX BX 2R 23 
PQ QR RP a 3° 


(10) 


Problem 1. Let A, B, and C be equidistant points on the circumference of 
a circle of unit radius centered at O, and let X be any point in the circle’s 
interior. Let da, dp, dc be the distances from X to A, B, C, respectively. 
Show that there is a triangle with sides d4, dg, dc, and that the area of this 
triangle depends only on the distance from X to O. 


(2003 Putnam Mathematical Competition) 
Solution. The first assertion is just the property contained in Corollary 4 
above. Taking into account the relations (10), we see that the area of Pom- 


4 
peiu’s triangle of point X is -area[PQR]. From Theorem 2 above, we get 
that area [PQR] depends only on the distance from X to O, as desired. 
Problem 2. Let X be a point in the plane of the equilateral triangle ABC 
such that X does not lie on the circumcircle of triangleABC, and let 


XA=u, XB=v, XC=w. Express the side length a of triangle ABC in 
terms of real numbers u, v, w. 


(1978 GDR Mathematical Olympiad) 


8 Dimitrie Pompeiu (1873-1954), Romanian mathematician, made important contribu- 
tions in the fields of mathematical analysis, functions of a complex variable, and rational 
mechanics. He was a Ph.D student of Henri Poincaré. 
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Solution. The segments [XA], [XB], [XC] are the sides of Pompeiu’s 
triangle of point X with respect to equilateral triangle ABC. Denote this 
triangle by A’ B’C’. From relations (10) and from Theorem 2 in Sect. 4.9.1 it 
follows that 


2 
area[A’ BC") = (4) area[PQR] = sprarealABC] -E— R?| 
1 a’V3 v3 
ar lear ||z|? — R?| = 7 lxo’ — R?|. (1) 


On the other hand, using the well-known formula of Heron, we obtain, 
after a few simple computations, 


area[A’ B/C’) = Ve + y2 + w2)? — 2(u4 + 04+ wt). 


Substituting in (1), we obtain 


1 
|XO? — R?| = pay ete + wy? — Duk + ot + WA), (11) 


Now we consider the following two cases: 


Case 1. If X lies in the interior of the circumcircle of triangle ABC, then 
XO? < R?. Using the relation (see also formula (4) in Sect. 4.11) 


20° = (uw? +v? + w? —3R?), 


from (11) we find that 


1 
2a = gu tu? +w’) 4 


and hence 


i 3 
ae 5 (ue +" +w?) + Bere + w2)? — 2(u4 + vt + w4). 


Case 2. If X lies in the exterior of the circumcircle of triangle ABC, then 
XO? > R?, and after some similar computations we obtain 


1 3 
a= sete +w?)- Bere + w?)? — 2(u4 + v4 + w*). 
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4.9.2 Necessary and Sufficient Conditions 
for Orthopolarity 


Consider a triangle ABC and points X, Y, Z situated on its circumcircle. 
Triangles ABC and XYZ are called orthopolar triangles (or S-triangles)® if 
the Simson—Wallace line of point X with respect to triangle ABC is perpen- 
dicular (orthogonal) to line YZ. 

Let us choose the circumcenter O of triangle ABC to lie at the origin of the 
complex plane. Points A, B, C, X, Y, Z have the coordinates a, b, c, x, y, Z 
with 


a] = |b] = el = |2| = [yl = lz] = 2, 
where R is the circumradius of the triangle ABC. 


Theorem. Triangles ABC and XYZ are orthopolar triangles if and only if 
abc = xyz. 


Proof. Let P, Q, R be the feet of the orthogonal lines from the point X to 
the lines BC, CA, AB, respectively. 

Points P, Q, R are on the same line, namely the Simson—Wallace line of 
point X with respect to triangle ABC. 

The coordinates of P, Q, R are denoted by p, q, 1, respectively. Using 
the formula in Proposition of Sect. 4.5, we have 


> ( be _ ) 
p= =(¢@-—=r+b+c}, 


2 R? 

1 ca _ 
a=5(2 pt teta), 

1 ab _ 
=5(2- Geter), 


We study two cases. 


Case 1. Point X is not a vertex of triangle ABC. 
Then P Q is orthogonal to YZ if and only if (p — q)- (y— z) = 0. That is, 


Jo-9 (1-)]-w-a=0, 


or 


We obtain 


(FB) (eB) o-oeen(e) (£2) 


9 This definition was given in 1915 by the Romanian mathematician Traian Lalescu (1882— 
1929). He is famous for his book La géometrie du triangle [43]. 
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hence 


The last relation is equivalent to 
(abe — xyz) (a — b)(c— x)(y — z) = 9, 


and finally, we get abc = xyz, as desired. 

Case 2. Point X is a vertex of triangle ABC. Without loss of generality, 
assume that X = B. 
Then the Simson—Wallace line of point X = B is the orthogonal line from 
B to AC. It follows that BQ is orthogonal to YZ if and only if lines AC 
and YZ are parallel. This is equivalent to ac = yz. Because b = x, we 
obtain abc = xyz, as desired. 


Remark. Due to the symmetry of the relation abc = xyz, we observe that 
the Simson—Wallace line of every vertex of triangle XYZ with respect to 
ABC is orthogonal to the opposite side of the triangle XY Z. Moreover, the 
same property holds for the vertices of triangle ABC. 

Hence ABC and XYZ are orthopolar triangles if and only if XYZ and 
ABC are orthopolar triangles. Therefore the orthopolarity relation is sym- 
metric. 


Problem 1. The median and the orthic triangles of a triangle ABC are or- 
thopolar in the nine-point circle. 


Solution. Consider the origin of the complex plane at the circumcenter O 
of triangle ABC. Let M, N, P be the midpoints of AB, BC, CA and let 
A’, B’, C’ be the feet of the altitudes of triangles ABC from A, B, C, 
respectively. 

If m, n, p, a’, b’, c’ are coordinates of M, N, P, A’, B’, C’, then we 
have 


(b+c), p= =(c+a) 


Nl rR 
Nl rR 


1 
m= 5(a+), n= 


and 


1 ca 1 ab 
b= 5(atb+e =), ¢ 5 (« b+e >) 


The nine-point center Og is the midpoint of the segment OH, where H(a+b+ 
1 
c) is the orthocenter of triangle ABC. The coordinate of Og is w = 5 (a+b+c). 
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Now observe that 


and the claim is proved. 


Problem 2. The altitudes of triangle ABC meet its circumcircle at points 
Ay, Bi, C1, respectively. If Al, Bi, C are the antipodal points of Ay, Bi, Cy 
on the circumcircle ABC, then ABC and A‘, BC, are orthopolar triangles. 


be ca ab 
Solution. The coordinates of A,, B,,C;, are -—, ——, ——, respectively. 


Indeed, the equation of line AH in terms of the real product is 
AH : (z—a)-(b—c) =0. 
b 
It suffices to show that the point with coordinate a lies both on AH and 
a 
on the circumcircle of triangle ABC. First, let us note that 


be] |dllc] R-R 
a la R 


R; 


hence this point is situated on the circumcircle of triangle ABC’. Now we 


b 

shall show that the complex number = satisfies the equation of the line 
a 

AH. This is equivalent to 


(F+a)--g=0 


Using the definition of the real product, this reduces to 


(% s\o-9s (M40) (B-2) ao 


Finally, this comes down to 


be 2 2 
(b (Geta R =) =0, 


or 


R? a be 


a relation that is clearly true. 


be ca ab 
It follows that Aj, Bi, C{ have coordinates —, aes respectively. 
a c 
Because 
b b 
be ca ab ay, 
aceoce 


we obtain that the triangles ABC and A‘, BC} are orthopolar (Fig. 4.13). 
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A Aj 
By 
By 
Cy 
Ci 
B c 
A 
Figure 4.13. 


Problem 3. Let P and P’ be distinct points on the circumcircle of triangle 
ABC such that lines AP and AP' are symmetric with respect to the bisector 
of angle BAC. Then triangles ABC and APP’ are orthopolar (Fig. 4.14). 


Figure 4.14. 


Solution. Let us consider p and p’ the coordinates of points P and P’, 
respectively. It is clear that the lines PP’ and BC are parallel. Using the 
complex product, it follows that (p — p’) x (b-— c) = 0. This relation is 
equivalent to 


(p— p')(6-t) —(B—p’)\(b—c) =0. 
Considering the origin of the complex plane at the circumcenter O of triangle 
ABC, we have 
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w-»)(F-=)-(E-=) o-oo, 


c Pp p 


sO 


1 1 
Reps) (f= <) = 
Cc pp 
Therefore, bc = pp’, i.e., abc = app’. From the theorem at the beginning of 
this subsection, it follows that ABC and APP’ are orthopolar triangles. 


4.10 Area of the Antipedal Triangle 


Consider a triangle ABC and a point M. The perpendicular lines from 
A, B, Cto MA, MB, MC, respectively, determine a triangle; we call this 
triangle the antipedal triangle of M with respect to ABC (Fig. 4.15). 

Recall that M’ is the isogonal point of M if the pairs of lines AM, AM’; 
BM, BM'; CM, CM’ are isogonal, i.e., the following relations hold: 


MAC = M’AB, MBC = M’'BA, MCA= M'CB. 


Figure 4.15. 


Theorem. Consider M a point in the plane of triangle ABC, M’ the isog- 
onal point of M, and A” B'C" the antipedal triangle of M with respect to 
ABC. Then 


areal[ABC] _ |R?-OM?| _ |p(M’)| 


area[A”B"C"| «AR? 4k?” 


where p(M') is the power of M’' with respect to the circumcircle of triangle 
ABC. 
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Proof. Consider point O the origin of the complex plane and let m, a, b, c 
be the coordinates of M, A, B, C. Then 


R? = aa = bb = & and p(M) = R? — mm. (1) 


Let O,, O2, O3 be the circumcenters of triangles BMC, CMA, AMB, 
respectively. It is easy to verify that O1, Oz, O3 are the midpoints of segments 
MA", MB", MC", respectively, and so 


area[O1 0203] = 1 (2) 
area[ A” B’C"7 4 


The coordinate of the circumcenter of the triangle with vertices with coo- 
rdinates z1, Z2, 23 is given by the following formula (see formula (1) in 
Sect. 3.6.1): 


2121 (22 — 23) + 2920 (23 — 21) + 23%3 (21 — 22) 


20 = . 
2121 


2 22 i 
23 23 1 
The bisector line of the segment [z1, z2] has the following equation in 
1 
terms of the real product: | z— 5 (41 + 22)| + (z1 — z2) = 0. It is sufficient to 


check that zo satisfies this equation, since that implies, by symmetry, that zo 
belongs to the perpendicular bisectors of segments [z2, 23] and [z3, 21]. 
The coordinate of O, is 


mmi(b — c) + bb(c — m) + c&e(m — b) 


20, = — 
mm 1 
bbl 
c él 
_ (R?—=mm)(c—b) _ p(M)(c—b) 
a mm 1 i mmil 
b b1 b bl 
c él c cl 
Let 
aal 
A=|bb1 
cél 
and consider 
l mm 1 1 mm 1 
ae ON pS > eel), 
é ‘el aal 
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and 


5 
II 
ble 
oa 3 


With this notation we obtain 


(aa + Bb+-ye)- A= 5° m(ab— ae) — S~ m(ab— ac) + S° a(be — bc) 


cyc cyc cyc 


m-0+S a (02 - =.) =ma+Ry(S- 2) = mA, 


cyc cyc 
and consequently, 
aa+bb+yc=m 


since it is clear that A 4 0. 
We note that a, 6, y are real numbers anda+6+7=1,s0a, 8, y are 
the barycentric coordinates of point M. 


Since 
fe 8)-o(M) (ea) -p(M) (a2) pM) 
O1 On A » “Og BA » ~O3 7: A ry 
we have 
‘ ZO, ~O;1 1 
Z ZO 20x 1 
area[O1 0203] -_ 203 203 1 
area[ABC] on 
4 
1 p(M) b—cb-Za 
= ; c—at—aB 
BS OPT a aig by 
_|e(M) 1 c-act—@ 
| AS aBy |a—ba-b 
2 M 1 2 
_|e(M) 1 Af |e) 4 (3) 
Ae aby Ae aby 
Relations (2) and (3) imply that 
area[ABC] AeaBy 


area[A”B"C"] — 4p2(M)° 


Because a, 3, y are the barycentric coordinates of M, it follows that 


2M =azat+ Bzpt+yzc. 
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Using the real product, we find that 
OM? = zu - zm = (aza + Bze + 20): (za t+ Bz +720) 


=a +2" + y7)R? +25 > aBza - 2B 


cyc 


2 
= (0? + 8? +7°)R? +25 a8 Ge =) 


cyc 
=(a+8+7)?R?— 5° aBAB? = R?—S > aBAB?. 
cyc cyc 


Therefore, the power of M’ with respect to the circumcircle of triangle ABC 
can be expressed in the form 


p(M) = R?-OM? = aBAB?. 


cyc 


On the other hand, if a, 8, y are the barycentric coordinates of the point 
M, then its isogonal point M’ has barycentric coordinates given by 


if By BC? A’ = yaC A? 
ByBC? + ayCA?2 + aBAB?’ ByBC? + ayCA? + aB AB?’ 
j aB AB? 
. * ByBC? + ayCA2 + aBAB?’ 
Therefore, 


p(M") = So a6" AB? 
cyc 
_ aByAB? - BC? . CA? aByAB? . BC? . CA? 5 
= (yBC? + 07CA? + BABY ~ amy ©) 


On the other hand, we have 


4 i.\? 
2 —_—_ oe 
#-|(-34) 


The desired conclusion follows from the relations (4), (5), and (6). 


2 AB? . BC? - CA? 


4 
- F -area[ABC] 


Applications 
(1) If M is the orthocenter H, then M’ is the circumcenter O, and 


area[A”BYC”| 4R2 


area|[ABC] Rt 
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(2) If M is the circumcenter O, then M’ is the orthocenter H, and we obtain 


area[ ABC] |R? — OH?| 


area[A"B!C"] 4R? 


Using the formula in the theorem of Sect. 4.6.4, it follows that 


area[A”B’C"| 2R? 


area[ ABC] \(2R +r)? — s?| 


(3) If M is the Lemoine point K, then M’ is the centroid G, and 


area[ABC] |R? — OG? | 


area[A”B’C"] — 4R? 


Applying the formula in Corollary 1 in Sect. 4.6.4, then the first formula 
in Corollary of Sect. 4.6.1, it follows that 


area[ABC] 2(s?-r?-—ARr) a2+ 674-2 


area[A”B’O"| 36R?2 —  -86R20 


where a, £, ¥ are the sides of triangle ABC. 
From the inequality a? + 6? + 7? < 9R? (Corollary 2 in Sect. 4.6.4), we 
obtain 
area|ABC] 2 1 
area[A” BYC"] — 4 
(4) If M is the incenter I of triangle ABC, then M’ = I, and using Euler’s 
formula OI? = R? — 2Rr (see the theorem of Sect. 4.6.2), we find that 


area|A BC] |R?-OF?| 2Rr- or 


area[A”B’O"| ss AR? 4R2 AR’ 


Applying Euler’s inequality R > 2r (corollary of Sect. 4.6.2), it follows 
that 


area[ABC] ze 1 
area[A” BYC"] — 4 


4.11 Lagrange’s Theorem and Applications 


Consider the distinct points Ai(z1), ..., An(Zn) in the complex plane. Let 
M1, .--,; Mn be nonzero real numbers such that m, +--- +m, 4 0. Let 
mM=M +++: +Mp. 
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The point G with coordinate 


ZG = —(m421 ate Mazin) 
m 


is called the barycenter of the set {A1, ..., An} with respect to the weights 
M41, -++5 Mn. 

In the case m, = -:: = my = 1, the point G is the centroid of the set 
{Aj, ..., An}. 


When n = 3 and the points A,, Ag, A3 are not collinear, we obtain the 
absolute barycentric coordinates of G with respect to the triangle A, A2A3 
(see Sect. 4.7.1): 


my mea M3 
Mz, = —_, Peg = —_, beg = 
m m m 
Theorem 1 (Lagrange!®). Consider the points Aj, ..., An and the 
nonzero real numbers m1, ..., Mn such thatm =m ,+---+m, #0. If G 
denotes the barycenter of the set {Ai, ..., An} with respect to the weights 
ml, ..., Mn, then for every point M in the plane, the following relation 
holds: 
nm nm 
So mjM A; = mMG? + S°mjGAj. (1) 
j=l j=l 


Proof. Without loss of generality, we can assume that the barycenter G is 
the origin of the complex plane; that is, zq = 0. 
Using properties of the real product, we obtain for all 7 =1, ..., n, the 
relations 
MA} = |zm — 2;|? = (2 — 2) + (2m — 2;) 

= lzm|? — 22M “25+ 2, 
Leé., 

MA; = lzu|" — 22M “25H esl? 


Multiplying by m; and adding the relations obtained for 7 = 1, ..., n 
yields 


n n 
dim MAG = D3 (lem? — Qzae + 25 + 12/7) 
y=1 


j=1 


n n 
= mlzm|* — 2zu- bres + So mylz3|? 
j=l j=l 


10 Joseph Louis Lagrange (1736-1813), French mathematician, one of the greatest math- 
ematicians of the eighteenth century. He made important contributions in all branches of 
mathematics, and his results have greatly influenced modern science. 
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= mlzm|? — 22m - (mza) + Doms 


nm 
= mlzm|? + >> mlz; = mlz — zel? yee 
j=l j=l 


=mMG? + 5° mjGAj. 


j=l 
Corollary 1. Consider the distinct points A,, ..., An and the nonzero real 
numbers m1, ..., My such that my, +---+mp #0. The following inequality 


holds for every point M in the plane: 
3 m;M A? > = miGA‘, (2) 


with equality if and only if M = G, the barycenter of set {Ai, ..., An} with 
respect to the weights m1, ..., Mn. 


Proof. The inequality (2) follows directly from Lagrange’s relation (1). 


If my = --- = my, = 1, then from Theorem 1 above, one obtains the 
following corollary. 


Corollary 2 (Leibniz!'). Consider the distinct points Ai, ..., An and the 
centroid G of the set {Ai, ..., An}. The following relation holds for every 
point M in the plane: 
\° MA? = nMG? + 5° GA}. (3) 
j=l j=l 


Remark. The relation (3) is equivalent to the following identity: For all 
complex numbers z, 21, .--, 2n, we have 
n 


z—-2,?=n oa 
j 


get 


++ Zn 


D2 


Applications. We will use formula (3) in determining some important 
distances in a triangle. Let us consider the triangle ABC and let us take 
n = 3 in the formula (3). We find that the following formula holds for every 
point M in the plane of triangle ABC: 


aj — 


MA? + MB? + MC? = 3MG? + GA? + GB? + GC’, (4) 


11 Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz (1646-1716) was a German philosopher, mathematician, 
and logician who is probably best known for having invented the differential and integral 
calculus independently of Sir Isaac Newton. 
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ere G is the centroid of triangle ABC. Assume that the circumcenter O 


of the triangle ABC is the origin of the complex plane. 


(1) 


In the relation (4) we choose M = O, and we get 
R? = 30G? + GA? + GB? + GC’. 


Applying the well-known median formula yields 


4 
GA? + GB? + GC? = gs isis 
1 
=5 Gl [2(8? +77) -— a7] = s(a° +B +7"), 
cyc 


where a, 2, 7 are the sides of triangle ABC. We obtain 
OG? = R? — 5 (0? + 6? +7?). (5) 


An equivalent form of the distance OG is given in terms of the basic 
invariants of a triangle in Corollary 1, Sect. 4.6.4. 

Using the collinearity of points O, G, H and the relation OH = 30G 
(see Theorem 1 in Sect. 3.1), it follows that 


OH? = 90G? = 9R? — (a? + 6? +9’). (6) 


An equivalent form for the distance OH was obtained in terms of the 
fundamental invariants of the triangle in the theorem of Sect. 4.6.4. 

In (4), consider M = I, the incenter of triangle ABC (Fig. 4.16). 
We obtain 


TA? + IB? + 107 = 31G? + + 5 (0? + 6? +7’). 
On the other hand, we have the following relations: 


“ 
IA= —{, IB= —, IC = a 
sin — sin — sin — 


2 2 2 


where r is the inradius of triangle ABC. It follows that 


1 1 1 1 1 
IG@=- |r? + + a ee ey) 
A” o ae gv 
sin’ > sin’ 5 sin 


2 


Taking into account the well-known formula 


gee GST) 


2 By 
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A 


" I 
B or 
Figure 4.16. 
we obtain 
1 By _ By(s — a) 
i y (s— B)(s—7) yy (s — a)(s — B)(s— 7) 
= 73 > Br(s - 2) = a [5 >> By — 3a] 
cyc 


- Fass” +r? +4Rr) —12sRr] = oo +r? —8Rr), 
where we have used the formulas in Sect. 4.6.1. Therefore, 
1 1 
I@=-s c +1? — 8Rr — (a? + 6 +7)| 
~(s? + 5r? — 16Rr), 


2 
= [5° +r? — 8Rr — —(s* =r? 1R»)| 
3 3 
where the first formula in Corollary 1 in this section was used. That is, 
(7) 


1 
IG = rica + 5r? — 16Rr), 


and hence we obtain again the formula in Application 1 of Sect. 4.7.2. 
Problem. Let 21, z2, 23 be distinct complex numbers having modulus R. 
Prove that 

OR? — |z1 + 22 + 23\" = V3 
|z1 — Z| - |Z2 — 23] - |23 — 21 a 


Solution. Let A, B, C be the geometric images of the complex numbers 
21, 22, 23 and let G be the centroid of the triangle ABC. 

: ‘5 21 + 2g + 23 
The coordinate of G is equal to - and |z1—22| = 7, |z2—z3| = a, 


|z3 = Z1| = B. 
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The inequality becomes 


9R? — 90G? : V3 
aby ~ RO 


Using the formula 
1 
OG? = R? — ric + 6? +7), 


we see that (1) is equivalent to 


Here is a proof of this famous inequality using Heron’s formula and the 
arithmetic-geometric mean (AM-GM) inequality: 


=e ae = < vec ats oesni = se 


s* — (a+B+7) 2 3(a7 + B27 +77) a? + 6?4+7" 


3V3 12/3 ~ 12/3 4/3 


We now extend Leibniz’s relation in Corollary 2 above. First, we need the 
following result. 


Theorem 2. Let n > 2 be a positive integer. Consider the distinct points 
Aj, ..-, An, and let G be the centroid of the set {A,, ..., An}. Then the 
following formula holds for every point in the plane: 


WMG@=nS>MAV— So A,Aj. (8) 
j=l 1<i<k<n 


Proof. We assume that the barycenter G is the origin of the complex plane. 
Using properties of the real product, we have 


MA} = |zm — 25|? = (2m — 25) (2m — 25) = lem? — 22a + 25 + [23]? 
and 
A; A? = |z; — zn|? = |z,|? — 2ee- ze + lee’, 


where the complex number z; is the coordinate of the point Aj, j = 
12s. cady Ms 
The relation (8) is equivalent to 


n 
lem? =n>_(lza|? — 2zm- 25 + [25/?)— D> Meal? — 22e- 2 + |zel?). 
j=1 1<i<k<n 
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That is, 
Da = 2 Dawe Ze ss. 4 (\zs|? — Qzszn + |ze|?). 
l<i<k<n 


Taking into account the hypothesis that G is the origin of the complex plane, 
we have 


n 


So em +2 = 2M: ya) = nz - 2G) =n(zu- 0) =0. 


j=l 
Hence, the relation (8) is equivalent to 
n 
S- |z;|? =-—2 +: Zi Zhe 
j=l 1<i<k<n 


The last relation can be obtained as follows: 


1 n nm 
0= leet = 26:20 2s (Sons) -( +) 
i=l k=1 


So lz? +2 S- Zi Ze | - 
j= 1<i<k<n 

) 

( 


i 
~ ne 


Therefore the relation (8) is proved. 


Remark. The formula (8) is equivalent to the following identity: for all 


complex numbers z, 21, .--, 2n, we have 
i 2 Zpt---+2n a. 4 9 
Z— 2; z = 25 — 2h". 
n 2! ‘| n n > | : 
j=l 1<i<k<n 
Applications 
(1) If Ay, ..., A, are points on the circle with center O and radius R, then 


if we take M = O in (8), it follows that 


S° Aj AR = n?(R? — OG"). 


l<i<k<n 


If n = 3, we obtain the formula (5). 
(2) The following inequality holds for every point M in the plane: 


> MA? > S> AAG, 
j=l 


1<i<k<n 
with equality if and only if M = G, the centroid of the set {Ai, ..., An}. 


Slr 
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Let n > 2 be a positive integer, and let & be an integer such that 2<k <n. 


Consider the distinct points A,, ..., A, and let G be the centroid of the 
set {A1, ..., An}. For indices 7, < --- < ix, let us denote by Gi,,...i, the 
centroid of the set {A;,, ..., Aj, }. We have the following result: 


Theorem 3. For every point M in the plane, 


(n—k) i Yo Map sn) & MG? 


= kn(n —1) >; MG3. 4, (9) 


lSipe:<ipsn 


Proof. It is not difficult to see that the barycenter of the set {Gj,..i, :1< 
iy < +++ < ix <n} is G. Applying Leibniz’s relation, one obtains 


ss MA% = nMG? + > GAj, (10) 


j=l j=l 


SY. MG, = (7) M@+ SY G@oi, Gb 


St <++<ipSn 1St1 <+-<igSn 
k k 
> MA? = kMG? 4, + S> Gini, AD. (12) 
s=1 s=l 


Considering in (12) M = G and adding all these relations yields 


k 
> oS GAj. =i > Ga, ck, 


1<i1 <<ig <n s=l 1<i <i <ip <n 
k 
2 
SS FGycuy. (13) 
1<i1<-+<igcn s=l1 


Applying formula (8) in Theorem 3 above to the sets {Aj,...,An} and 
{A;,,---, Ai, }, respectively, we get 


VMG=nS MAR- JS” A-Al, (14) 
j=l 1<i<k<n 
k 
KPMG? 4g, =kY MAR -— So Aj, A? (15) 
s=1 l<p<q<k 


Taking M = Gi,...;, in (15) yields 


k 


3G, ig AB, = 2 > Ai, 42. (16) 


s=1 l<p<q<k 
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From (16) and (13), we obtain 


p 
S- SGA? =k S- GG? 


1<iy <+-<in<n s=1 1<ty <1 <ip<n 


+7 > S> Ai, AP. (17) 


1<iy <:+-<ipcn l<p<q<n 


If we rearrange the terms in formula (17), we get 


LVR? ; eras. ‘ 
g=1 1<i1<---<ipsn 9 l<i<k<n 


(18) 


From relations (10), (11), (14), and (18), we readily derive formula (9). 


Remark. The relation (9) is equivalent to the following identity: for all 
complex numbers z, 21, ..-, Zn, we have 


a) (f) Dole al? 2(— (;) 


2 
=kn(n-1) ee eee) 


k 
<i <-<igSn 


Applications 


(1) In the case k = 2, from (9) we obtain that the following relation holds 
for every point M in the plane: 


(n—2)S° MAS +n?MG?=4 So MG? 


iy %2° 
j=l 1<t1<ig<n 


In this case, G;,;, is the midpoint of the segment [A;, Aj]. 
(2) If k = 3, from (9) we get that the relation 


(n— 3)(n— 2) 7. MA? + 2n2(n — 2) MG? = 18 S > MG 


411913 
j=l 1<iy <ig<ig<n 


holds for every point M in the plane. Here the point G;,;,;, is the centroid 
of triangle A;, A;, Aj. 
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4.12 Euler’s Center of an Inscribed Polygon 


Consider a polygon A; A2---A, inscribed in a circle centered at the origin of 
the complex plane and let a1, ag, ..., ay be the coordinates of its vertices. 
By definition, the point FE with coordinate 


a, + a2 +++ + an 
2 


ZR = 
is called Euler’s center of the polygon A;A2--- Ay. In the case n = 3, it is 
clear that E is equal to Og, the center of Euler’s nine-point circle. 
Remarks. 


(a) Let G(zq) and H(z) be the centroid and orthocenter of the inscribed 
polygon A; A2---A,. Then 


Nzg ZH nOG OH 
2 eon 
ge ge D D 


Recall that the orthocenter of the polygon A; A2---A, is the point H 
with coordinate zy = a, + a2 +-:-:+4n. 

(b) For n = 4, point F is also called Mathot’s point of the inscribed quadri- 
lateral Ay Ap A3Ax4. 


Proposition. In the above notation, the following relation holds: 
S" BA? = nR? + (n—4)EO?. (1) 
i=1 
Proof. Using the identity (8) in Theorem 4, Sect. 2.17 for M = E and 
M =O, namely 


n?. MG? =n5> MA? - > AA}, 


i=1 1<i<j<n 
we obtain : 
W.EG =n) \EA?- > A,A? (2) 
i=1 1<i<j<n 
and 
n?-OG@=nR?- SS) AAj. (3) 
1<i<j<n 


n 
Setting s = )> a;, we have 
i=1 


Ss 


8 
BG = \zn —ze| = ; = OB. (4) 


=|F| n-2 n—2 
= = 


nm nm 
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From the relations (2), (3), and (4), we derive that 


n)) BA? =n? - EG? —n?-OG? +n? R? 


i=l 


= (n — 2)"OE? — 40E? + n? R? = n(n — 4) - EO? + n?R’, 


or equivalently, 


as desired. 


\ > BA? = nR? + (n-4)EO’, 


i=l 


Applications 


(1) For n = 3, from relation (1), we obtain 


(3) 


Og A? + Og AS + Og A3 = 3R? — O03. (5) 


Using the formula in Corollary 1 in Sect. 4.6.4, we can express the 
right-hand side in (5) in terms of the fundamental invariants of trian- 
gle A, A2A3: 

1 2 


1 
O5A} + Oo} + Op AB = 3R? 5" — 2Rr 4 53 (6) 


From formula (5), it follows that the following inequality holds for every 
triangle A, Ao A3: 


Og A? + Oo A2 + Oo A’ < 3R?, (7) 


with equality if and only if the triangle is equilateral. 
For n = 4, we obtain the interesting relation 


4 
\_ BA? = 4R?. (8) 
i=1 


The point F is the unique point in the plane of the quadrilateral 
A; A2A3Aq satisfying relation (8). 
For n > 4, from relation (1), the inequality 


S- EA? > nR? (9) 


i=1 


follows. Equality holds only in the polygon A; A2--- A, with the property 
E=0O. 
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(4) The Cauchy—Schwarz inequality and inequality (7) give 


3 2 3 
(>: R: ova) < (3R?) S° OoA? < 9R?. 
i=1 i=1 
This is equivalent to 
Og Ay + Og Ag + Og A3 < 3R. (10) 


(5) Using the same inequality and the relation (8), we have 


4 


4 2 
@ ea, <4R?. 5° BA, = 16R%, 
i=1 


i=1 


or equivalently, 
4 


\" BA; < 4R. (11) 
4=1 


(6) Using the relation 


2EA,; = 2\e — a;| =2|5 —a; 


= |s — 2a,l, 
the inequalities (4), (5) become respectively 


S >| ai +42 +43| < 6R 
cyc 


and 
So | —a1 +a2 + a3 + a4] < 8R. 


cyc 


The above inequalities hold for all complex numbers of the same 
modulus R. 


4.13 Some Geometric Transformations of the Complex 
Plane 


4.13.1 Translation 


Let zo be a fixed complex number and let t,, be the mapping defined by 
tz, : CC, t,,(z) = z+ 20. 


The mapping t,, is called the translation of the complex plane by complex 
number Zo. 
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‘ 


M\(teg(2)) 


M(z) 


Mo(Z0) 


Figure 4.17. 


Taking into account the geometric interpretation of the addition of two 
complex numbers (see Sect. 1.2.3), we have Fig. 4.17, giving the geometric 
image of t,,(z). 

In Fig. 4.17, OM)M'M is a parallelogram and OM’ is one of its diago- 
nals. Therefore, the mapping tz, corresponds in the complex plane C to the 
translation tom by the vector OM in the case of the Euclidean plane. 

It is clear that the composition of two translations t,, and t,, satisfies the 
relation 


tz, Otz, = tay4z- 


It is also clear that the set 7 of all translations of the complex plane is 
a group with respect to the composition of mappings. The group (7, ©) is 
abelian, and its unit is to = lc, translation by the complex number 0. 


4.13.2 Reflection in the Real Axis 


Consider the mapping s : C > C, s(z) = Z. If M is the point with coordinate 
z, then the point M’(s(z)) is obtained by reflecting M across the real axis 
(see Fig. 4.18). The mapping s is called the reflection in the real azis. It is 
clear that sos = le. 


4.13.3 Reflection in a Point 


Consider the mapping so : C > C, so(z) = —z. Since so(z)+z = 0, the origin 
O is the midpoint of the segment [M/(z)M’(z)]; hence M’ is the reflection of 
point M across O (Fig. 4.19). 
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M(z) 


M“s(z)) 
Figure 4.18. 


The mapping so is called the reflection in the origin. 
Consider a fixed complex number zo and the mapping 


8x: CC, $2,(z) = 220 - z. 


If zo, 2, Sz)(z) are the coordinates of points Mo, M, M’, then Mp is the 
midpoint of the segment [M/M’]. Hence M’ is the reflection of M in Mo 
(Fig. 4.20). 

The mapping s,, is called the reflection in the point Mo(zo). It is clear 
that the following relation holds: sz, 0 sz, = 1c. 


M(z) 


M'(-z) 


Figure 4.19. 


4.13.4 Rotation 


Let a = costg +7 sintg be a complex number having modulus 1 and let rq be 
the mapping given by ra : C> C, ra(z) = az. If z = p(cost +isint), then 
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M(so(z)) 


Figure 4.20. 


ra(Z) = az = picos(t + to) + isin(t + to)], 


and hence M'(ra(z)) is obtained by rotating point M(z) about the origin 
through the angle to (Fig. 4.21). 
The mapping rq is called the rotation with center O and angle to = arga. 


4.13.5 Isometric Transformation of the Complex 
Plane 


A mapping f : C > C is called an isometry if it preserves distance, i.e., for 
all z1, 22 € C, |f(z21) — f(za)| = Jer — ze]. 


Theorem 1. Translations, reflections (in the real axis or in a point), and 
rotations about center O are isometries of the complex plane. 


M"r,(z)) 


Figure 4.21. 
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Proof. For the translation t,,, we have 
|tzo (21) — tea (22)| = (21 + 20) — (22 + 20)| = |21 — 2al- 
For the reflection s across the real axis, we obtain 
|s(z1) — s(22)| = | — 22] = [21 — 22] = | — 2al, 


and the same goes for the reflection in a point. Finally, if ra is a rotation, 
then 


\ra (21) — Ya(Z2)| = |az1 — aze| = |al|z1 — z2| = |z1 — 22|, since ja] = 1. 


We can easily check that the composition of two isometries is also an 
isometry. The set Iso(C) of all isometries of the complex plane is a group 
with respect to the composition of mappings, and (7, ©) is a subgroup of 
that group. 


Problem. Let A,A2A3A4 be a cyclic quadrilateral inscribed in a circle 
with center O, and let H,, Hz, H3, H4 be the orthocenters of triangles 
Ag A3Aa, A, A3Aa, Ay AoAa, A, A2A3, respectively. 

Prove that quadrilaterals A, A2A3A4 and H,H2H3H4 are congruent. 


(Balkan Mathematical Olympiad, 1984) 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at the circumcenter, and 
denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinates of a point de- 
noted by an uppercase letter. 

If s =a, +ag+a3+ a4, then hy = ag+a3+a4 = 8—a,, ho = 8—a2, h3 = 
8 — a3, h4 = s — a4. Hence the quadrilateral H; H2H3H, is the reflection of 
quadrilateral A;A2A3A4 across the point with coordinate an 


The following result describes all isometries of the complex plane. 


Theorem 2. Every isometry of the complex plane is a mapping f : C+ C 
with f(z) =az +b or f(z) =az+b, where a, bE C and |a| = 1. 


Proof. Let b= f(0), c= f(1), and a=c—b. Then 
la| = |e— 8] = |) — F0)| = [1-0] = 1. 


Consider the mapping g : C > C, given by g(z) = az+0. It is not difficult to 
prove that g is an isometry, with g(0) = b = f(0) and g(1) =a+b=c= fi(1). 
Hence h = g~! is an isometry, with 0 and 1 as fixed points. By definition, 
it follows that every real number is a fixed point of h, and hence h = le or 
h = s, the reflection in the real axis. Hence g = f or g = fos, and the proof 
is complete. 


The above result shows that every isometry of the complex plane is the 
composition of a rotation and a translation or the composition of a rotation 
with a reflection in the origin O and a translation. 
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4.13.6 Morley’s Theorem 


In 1899, Frank Morley, then professor of mathematics at Haverford College, 
came across a result so surprising that it entered mathematical folklore under 
the name “Morley’s Miracle.” Morley’s marvelous theorem states that the 
three points of intersection of the adjacent trisectors of the angles of any 
triangle form an equilateral triangle. 

The theorem was mistakenly attributed to Napoleon Bonaparte, who made 
some contributions to geometry. 

There are various proofs of this nice result, such as those by J. Conway, 
D.J. Newman, L. Bankoff, and N. Dergiades. 

Here we present a new proof published in 1998, by Alain Connes. His proof 
is derived from the following result: 


Theorem 1 (Alain Connes). Consider the transformations f; : CC, 
fi(z) =a;z+0;, i= 1,2,3, of the complex plane, where all coefficients a; are 
different from zero. Assume that the mappings f1 ° fo, foo fs, fso fi, and 
fi° foo fs are not translations, equivalently, that ayaz, a203,0341, 14203 € 
C\{1}. Then the following statements are equivalent: 

(1) fro fz ° fz = 1c. 

(2) 72 =1 anda+j84+j*7 =0, where j = ajagaz3 #1 anda, B, ¥y are the 

respective unique fixed points of the mappings f1° fe, foo fs, fgo fi. 


Proof. Note that (fi o f2)(z) = a1agz + abe + bi, aiag £1, 


(foo f3)(z) = aga3z + agb3 + bz, aga3 #1, 
(f3 0 f1)(z) = agarz + a3b1 + b3, aga, # 1, 


os) ee 
Fix (fi 0 fo) = {weasel = jae es a} ; 
2 eer 
Fix (fa fe} fs) = bere = oe cz =; a} ’ 
Pi (ho f= | ee ae ap 


where Fix(f) denotes the set of fixed points of the mapping f. 
For the cubes of fi, fo, f3, we have the formulas 


f2(z) = ajz by (aj a +1), 


Be ) =ahz be (a5 az + 1), 
£3 (2) = a3 + b3(a3 + a3 +1), 


whence 
(fio feo f3)(z) = ajazazz + ajazb3(a3 + a3 + 1) 
+a3be(az + a2 + 1) + bi(az + ay + Li) 
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Therefore, fo fo f? = idc if and only if afaza3 = 1 and 
aja3b3(a3 + a3 +1) + ajfbe(a5 + a2 +1) + di(aj +a, +1) =0. 


To prove the equivalence of statements (1) and (2) we have to show that 
a+ j6+ 7 is different from the free term of f?o f}o f? by a multiplicative 
constant. Indeed, using the relation 7? = 1 and implicitly 7? + 7 + 1 =0, we 
have successively 


at jeP+fy=atjB+(-1-jyy=a-7+5(B-7) 
: (am + aybo aga3b, + ad 


a— J a2—J 


aya3zbo +r a3b1 aza3b1 TT abs 
a3 —j a2 — Jj 


a a203b2 + a2a3b1 — a,a3b27 — a3bij— azaxby — a2a3b3 + a2a3b17 + a2b3j 
(a2 — j)(az — 9) 

.ayazb3 + aagb2 — a1a2b3j — a1bej— a,aza3b1— a1a2b3 + aza3b1j + a2b3j 
(a1 — 7) (a2 — 9) 


‘b (= — a2.a3b1j7 = a a3b2j a3b1j azaxby a203b3 + agb3j 


ag — j a3 — J 
4 1a3baj + a1a2b9j + ayagb3 — ayb2j” _ bij? + a2a3b1j7 + att") 
ay -—J 


1 . ; : : 
= 5 ) (ayboj by azazboj = aya3byj = ayazaxby = b3] 


(a1 — j)(a2 — j)(a3 — j 
+41 02637 — b2j” + aza3b1 + a1a3b2j” + agb1j? + aza3b1j + a2a3b3j — azb3j” 


+agb3j” + b2j* + b3j — aya3bej” — agzbij* + aga3bij + a2a3b3j” 
—aya3b35” — ayagb2j7 — ayazb3j + ayb2 +b; — aga3b, — agbs) 
= aaa Otte ~ atest ~ sesh — ash 
—aya3by — a2a3b3 — aazb3j” — ayagb2j? — agbs) 
=-= a Neen (ajazazb2 + afazazb2 


OF 020 2 2 42 2 
+azazazb, + ayaza3b, + azga3b; + aga3b3 + ajasa3b3 + aja3a3be + agbs) 


=a Gp) ae eae) 


+agb3(1 + ag +a 


1 + a}a3a3)| 


[a}a3b3(1 + a3 + a3) 


(a1 — j)(a2 — j) (as — 9) 
1 


+ ag +a3) +b1(1 + a1 +.47)]. 
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Theorem 2 (Morley). The three points A’(a), B'(8), C’(y) of the adjacent 
trisectors of the angles of any triangle ABC form an equilateral triangle. 


Figure 4.22. 


Proof (Alain Connes). Let us consider the rotations fi = rae, fo =1B,2y; 

1, m A 
fs = rc,2z with centers A, B, C and angles x = gi y= 32) Z= a 
(Fig. 4.22). 


Note that Fix (f1 0 fo) = {A’}, Fix (fo 0 fs) = {B’}, Fix (f30 fi) = {C’} 
(see Fig. 4.23). 


A"= fo(A’) 
Figure 4.23. 


Xx 


Figure 4.24. 
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To prove that triangle A’B’C’ is equilateral, it is sufficient to show, by 
Proposition 2, in Sect. 2.4 and above Theorem 1 in Sect. 4.13.6, that f? 
feofe = lc. The composition s4c0s, 8 of reflections s4c¢ and s 4p across the 
lines AC and AB is a rotation about center A through angle 6a (Fig. 4.24). 

Therefore, f? = sac © sap, and analogously, f? = spacsgc and 
f3 = scrosca. It follows that 


3 3 3 
fp o ff ° fs = Sac ° SAB ° SBA ° SBC ° SCBO SCA = le. 


4.13.7 Homothecy 


Given a fixed nonzero real number k, the mapping hy : C > C, hz(z) = kz, 
is called the homothety of the complex plane with center O and magnitude k. 

Figures 4.25 and 4.26 show the position of point M’(h;(z)) in the cases 
k>Oandk <0. 

Points M(z) and M’(hx(z)) are collinear with center O, which lies on the 
line segment MM’ if and only if k < 0. 

Moreover, the following relation holds: 


|OM"| = |k||OM|. 


Point M’ is called the homothetic point of M with center O and magnitude k. 


M(z)) 


M'(h,(z)) 


k>0 


Figure 4.25. 


It is clear that the composition of two homotheties h;, and hx, is also a 
homothety, that is, 


Peg © Meg = Mierke: 


The set H of all homotheties of the complex plane is an abelian group with 
respect to the composition of mappings. The identity of the group (H, 0°) is 
h, = 1c, the homothety of magnitude 1. 
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M'(hy(z)) 


Figure 4.26. 


Problem. Let M be a point inside an equilateral triangle ABC and let 
M,, Ms, M3 be the feet of the perpendiculars from M to the sides 
BC, CA, AB, respectively. Find the locus of the centroid of the triangle 
M,M2Ms3. 


Solution. Let 1, ¢, ¢? be the coordinates of points A, B, C, where 
€ = cos 120° +7sin 120°. Recall that 


etet+tl=Oande=1. 


If m, m1, M2, m3 are the coordinates of points M, M,, M2, M3, we have 


1 

my = 5(1+e+m—em), 
1 2 ae 

mz = 5(e +e +m—™), 
1 

m3 = ste +1+m-—e?m). 


Let g be the coordinate of the centroid of the triangle MM, M2M3. Then 


1 1 
g = 5 (ma + m2 +ms) = 51 bebe?) +3m—M(L +e +e") = >, 


1 
and hence OG = ~OM. 
The locus of G is the interior of the triangle obtained from ABC under a 
homothety of center O and magnitude —. In other words, the vertices of this 


11 1 
triangle have coordinates 3 3& ae 
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4.13.8 Problems 


1. Prove that the composition of two isometries of the complex plane is an 
isometry. 

2. An isometry of the complex plane has two fixed points A and B. Prove 
that every point M of line AB is a fixed point of the transformation. 

3. Prove that every isometry of the complex plane is a composition of a 
rotation with a translation and possibly also with a reflection in the real 
axis. 

4. Prove that the mapping f : C > C, f(z) =i-7%+4-—i, is an isometry. 
Analyze f as in the previous problem. 

5. Prove that the mapping g: C > C, g(z) = —iz +14 2%, is an isometry. 
Analyze g as in the previous problem. 


Chapter 5 
Olympiad-Caliber Problems 


The use of complex numbers is helpful in solving Olympiad problems. In many 
instances, a rather complicated problem can be solved unexpectedly by 
employing complex numbers. Even though the methods of Euclidean geome- 
try, coordinate geometry, vector algebra, and complex numbers look similar, 
in many situations the use of complex numbers has multiple advantages. This 
chapter will illustrate some classes of Olympiad-caliber problems for which 
the method of complex numbers works efficiently. 


5.1 Problems Involving Moduli and Conjugates 


Problem 1. Let 21, 22, 23 be complex numbers such that 
|z1| = |z2| = |za] =r > 0 
and 2, + 22 +23 £0. Prove that 


2122 + 2223 + 2321 
ZL + 22 + 23 


Solution. Observe that 


21° 21 22° 22 23° 23 r?. 


T. Andreescu and D. Andrica, Complex Numbers from A to ... Z, 175 
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Then 
2 
2122 + 2223+ 2321] 2122 + 20%3 + 2321 2122 + 2223 + 2321 
Z1 + 2g + 23 Z1 + Z2 + 23 21 + 22 + 23 
gee ips cp ee een gs 
. | 5 + . 
T 
_ 212g + 20%3 4+ 2%3%1 21 zg ns @ 
zy +224 23 re ptr? ; 
21 22 23 

as desired. 


Problem 2. Let z1, 22 be complex numbers such that 


\z1| = |z2| =r>0. 


21 + 22 ? 21 — 22 : 1 
ee leh SS 
r2 + 2429 r2— 2120) — re 

Solution. The desired inequality is equivalent to 
r(z1 + 22) 2 r(z1 — 22) : 
SE ar EET Ecos Ge, cere ee 

r2 + 2129 r2 — 2129 


Zz, = r(cos2a + isin 2x) and z2 = r(cos 2y + isin 2y) 


Prove that 


Setting 


yields 


r(zit+z2) _ r?(cos2a +isin2x+cos2y+isin2y) — cos(x — y) 
r24+ 242 r2(1+cos(2¢+2y)+isin(2e2+2y)) ~ cos(xt+y)’ 


Similarly, 
r(z1 — 22) _ sin(y — 2) 
2_ x12 sin(y+x) 


Thus 


(4 + ay (= - =a)" _ cos?(a — y) . sin? (ax — y) 
rtzz)  \re—mz2) ~ cost(e@+y) ° sin?(z+y) 


> cos*(x — y) + sin?(z — y) = 1, 
as claimed. 
Problem 3. Let z1, 22, 23 be complex numbers such that 


|z1| = |22| = |z3| = 1 
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and 
2 2 2 
z z. Zz 
Ay 2 4 3 41 = 0. 
2223 2123 2122 
Prove that 


|z1 + 22 + 23| € {1,2}. 
Solution 1. The given equality can be written as 
a + ze + ze + 212223 = 0, 
or 


—421 2923 = et + ge + ze — 3212223 


= (2y + za + 23) (27 + 23 + 22 — 2129 — 2o23 — 2321). 


Setting z = z1 + 22 + 23 yields 
ee 32(2122 + 2923 + 2321) = —4212023. 


This is equivalent to 


1 1 1 
p= 212223 3: ( { { ) i F 
VAN v2) 23 


The last relation can be written as 


2? = 212923(32(H + 2 + 33) — 4], ie., 2? = 212223(3|z|? — 4). 


2 
Taking the absolute values of both sides yields |z|? = |3|z|? — 4]. If |z| > 7 
2 
then |z|3—3|z|?+4 = 0, implying |z| = 2. If |z| < Wee then |z|?+3|z|?—4 = 0, 


giving |z| = 1, as required. 


Solution 2. It is not difficult to see that |z?+23+z3| = 1. From the algebraic 
identity 


(utv)(u+w)(w tu) = (u+vu+w)(uv + vw + wu) — ww 


for u= 23, v= 23, w = 22, it follows that 


3\79 53 635385. 53453 33,3 
(22 + 23)(22 + 23) (23 + 23) = (ef + 28 + 23) (2328 + 2823 + 2322) — x2 eb23 
al 1 1 
3 
= 212323(27 +23 +23) (atat+a)— 223 
4, gO 
BS ne ee Ss Te ES 3.3.3 
= 242923 (z] + 29 + 23) (27 + 239 + 23) — 212223 


Pann es is ee ee 
= 212923 — 2223 = 0. 
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Suppose that 2? + z3 = 0. Then 2 + 22 = 0 or 27 — 2122 + z3 = 0, implying 
ae + 25 = —22)Z2 or 27 + ce = 2122. 


On the other hand, from the given relation it follows that 23 = —21 222s, 
yielding 22 = —z122. 
We have 


1 1 1 
21 + 22 + 23|? = (21 + 22 + 23) (S+Sts) 
1 


ZA 22 z 23 22 23 
=34 t t t t t 
22 41 23 22 23 21 
2 2 2 2 2 2 
a3 Gr CE ; 23 + 2129 23 + 2120 zy + 25 
T rs T 
2122 2223 2371 2122 
This leads to |z1 + 22 + 23|? = 1 if 2? + 23 = —2z,22 and |z1 + 22 + 23/7? =4 


if 27 + 23 = 2122. The conclusion follows. 


Problem 4. If a,b € C, then |1+ a] + |1+6/+|1+ ab] > 2. 


Solution. If |a| > 1 we have 


\1 +a] +|1+6|4 |1+ab| > |44+a)—(1+ab)|+]14+5| 
= |al-|1— | +|1 +) > |1—6|+|1 +) > | —6)+(1+8)| =2. 


If |a| < 1, we have 


Problem 5. Letn > 0 be an integer and let z be a complex number such that 
|z| = 1. Prove that 


nll t2|+|l+ 27) 4 |L4+ 22) +--+ [24 22"| 4+] 4 2°78! > Qn. 


Solution 1. We have 


nll tz] + [1+ 27+ |14+23| +--+. + [14+ 27"| 4+ [1+ 22"t?| 
n n 
=So(l +2)tib 42") tS fr + 274| 
k=1 k=1 
n n n 
> Sole — 27k + SO fa + 274] = So (lz | — 28] + [1 + 241) 
k=1 k=1 k=1 
n n 
=So ((d — 278) + [b+ 278) >So fn — 2h +1 4278) =2n, 
k=1 k=1 


as claimed. 
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Solution 2. We use induction on n. 
For n = 1, we prove that |1 + z| + |1 + 2?| +|1+ 23| > 2. Indeed, 


2=|l+2+2°4 2(1+2z7)| <|L+2|+|22 +1) 4 [21 +z 


1 Z 
= |l+2)+]1+27|+ |1+ 271. 


Assume that the inequality is valid for some n, so 


nll+2|+|l+ 2?) 4---4+|b+22"t1| > an. 


We prove that 


(n+1)[1+2[-+ [14+ 27] 4-3 + [122881 + 0 | 4 | > on 2. 
Using the inductive hypothesis yields 


(m+1)[1+ 2[+ [b+ 27] +--+ + [2+ 27777] + J 4 2749 | 
> In+|L+2| + lt 22?F?| 4 14 22743] 
zi + 2°77] + [L$ 22m 


Pgenre) 1 4 gts] — On + 2, 


=2n4+|l+z 


| 
>2n+\|l+2-<2(1 


as needed. 
Problem 6. Let z1, z2, z3 be complex numbers such that 


(1) |z1| = |z2| = |z3| = 1; 
(2) 21 +22 + 23 #0; 
(3) 22+ 23 4+ 22 =0. 


Prove that for all integers n > 2, 
|z7 + 29 +23| € {0,1,2, 3}. 
Solution 1. Let 
81 = 2% + 22 + 23, $2 = 2129 + 2023 + 2321, $3 = 212223 
and consider the cubic equation 
3 


z — 8127 + 892 — 53 =0 


with roots 21, z2, 23. 
Because 27 + z3 + 23 = 0, we have 


s? = 289. (1) 
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On the other hand, 


1 1 1 

= 53 ( + t ) = 53(7% t 2 +23) = 83°51. (2) 
41 22 3 

The relations (1) and (2) imply s? = 2s3 - 57 and, consequently, |s1|? = 

2|s3| - |3z] = 2|s1|. Because s; 4 0, we have |s1| = 2, so 5; = 2X with |A| = 1. 

$2 

ST 


From relations (1) and (2), it follows that s2 = so = 2)” and s3 = 
oa a 
The equation with roots 21, z2, z3 becomes 
z° — 2dz? +202 — dr? = 0. 
This is equivalent to 
(z —A)(z? — Az +A?) = 0. 
V3 


1 
The roots are \, Ae, —Ae?, where ¢ = a (— 


Without loss of generality we may assume that z3 = A, z2 = AE, 23 = 
—e?. From the relations «? — ¢ +1 =0 and ec? = —1, it follows that 


Ey, = \zt + 23 + 23) = |A" + AME” + (-1)"\"e7"| 
- |1 4 ¢? 4 (—1)"e?"|. 


It is not difficult to see that Exig = Ex for all integers k and that the 
equalities 


Eo = 3, Fy = 2, Fy =0, Fg =1, by =0, Es = 2, 
settle the claim. 


Solution 2. It is clear that z?7, 23, 24 are distinct. Otherwise, if, for example, 
z? = 24, then 1 = |z3| = | — (2? + 22)| = 2|2?| = 2, a contradiction. 

From z? + 23 + 2? = 0 it follows that z?, 23, z? are the coordinates of 
the vertices of an equilateral triangle. Hence we may assume that 23 = ez? 
and 23 = e%z2, where e? +e +1 = 0. Because 23 = e42? and 23 = e723, it 
follows that zo = +e?z, and z3 = tez,. Then 


len -+2g-+ 25] = |(1+ te)” + te*)") 2? | = [1+ (Le) + (te7)”| € {0, 1,2, 3} 


by the same argument used at the end of the previous solution. 
Problem 7. Find all complex numbers z such that 


jz—|z+]|=lz+|2—-1. 
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Solution. We have 
jz—|z41||=lze+ |z-1]| 
if and only if 
Je—|2 +4? =|z+]2-1I), 
Le€., 
(z—|z+1|])-@—|z+1)) =(¢+|z-1))- (@+|z-1)). 


The last equation is equivalent to 


z-2—(z+2Z)|z+1)/+|24+1)? =2-74 (24+2)-|z-1|+|z-1]?. 
This can be written as 
Jz+ 1]? —|z—-1]? = (2 +2)- (jz+1/+|z-1)), 
Le., 


(2 +1) +1) —(¢-1(Z-1) = (2 +2): (lz +1] 4 |z—- 1). 


The last equation is equivalent to 
2(z +2) =(z4+2Z)-(|Jz+1)/4+|z-1)), ie, 2+ 7=0, 


or |z+1)4+|z-1|=2. 
The triangle inequality 


2=|(z4+1)-(z-1)\<|z4+1])4+|z-1 


shows that the solutions to the equation |z + 1| + |z—1| = 2 satisfy z+1= 
t(1 — z), where ¢ is a real number and t > 0. 


t—1 
It follows that z = Pe? so z is any real number such that —1 < z <1. 


The equation z + Z = 0 has the solutions z = bi, b € R. Hence, the 
solutions to the equation are 


{bi:be€ R}U{ae R: ae [-1, l}}. 


Problem 8. Let 21, 22,...,2n be complex numbers such that |z1| = |z2| = 
-++=|2Z,| > 0. Prove that 


Hi \ 2x6 
k 


Re 


n n 


j=l k=1 
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if and only if 


n 


k=1 
(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 1987) 


Solution. Let 


Then 


“2(Es)(Es)-2 


Hence S is a real number, so ReS = S = 0 if and only if $> z, =0. 
k=1 


Problem 9. Let X be a real number and let n > 2 be an integer. Solve the 
equation 
MZ +2") = t(Z— 2"). 
Solution. The equation is equivalent to 
2’(A +7) = 2(-A +72). 
Taking the absolute values of both sides of the equation, we obtain |z|” = 
|Z| = |z|; hence |z| = 0 or |z| = 1. 
1 
If |z| = 0, then z = 0, which satisfies the equation. If |z| = 1, then Z = -, 
Zz 
and the equation may be rewritten as 


wnat Ate 
+i 


A+ 


7 = = 1, there exists ¢ € [0, 27) such that 
A+i 


Because | 


—A+i aa 
— =cost +z7sint. 
A+i 
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Then 
t+2kr |. t+2kr 
Zk = COS isin 
+1 n+l 
for k = 0,1, ..., m are the other solutions to the equation (besides z = 0). 


Problem 10. Prove that 


6z—1 1 
sae <1 <f and only if lal = 3- 
Solution. We have 


| Oe =} | 2 Aatanoaly aloe ahe Seal 


2+ 37z 


The last inequality is equivalent to 
|6z —a|? < |24 3iz|?, ie., (62 —1)(6Z 4%) < (2+ 3iz)(2 — 3:2). 


We obtain 


36z- E+ Giz — GiZ +1 <4 — Giz + Giz + 927, 
1 
Le., 272-2 <3. Finally, 27 < - or equivalently, |z| < 3? as desired. 
Problem 11. Let z be a complex number such that z € C\R and 


l+2+2? 
l-z4+2? 


ER. 


Prove that |z| = 1. 


Solution. We have 


1l+2z+2? z 
——~ = 14 2———_~ € R if and only if ————_- E R. 
1—z+ 2? Ls Ee ae pean es 3a 
That is, 
l-z+2z? 1 


1 
1+zeER,ie, z+-ER. 
z Zz 


z 
The last relation is equivalent to 
1 1 
zg+-=Z+2-, ie, (z-Z)(1—-|z|7) =0. 
Zz Zz 


We obtain z = Z or |z| = 1. 
Because z is not a real number, it follows that |z| = 1, as desired. 
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Problem 12. Let 21, z2, ..., 2n be complex numbers such that |z,| =--: = 


|Zn| = 1, and let 
n n 1 
k=1 k=1 


Prove that z is a real number and 0 < z < n?. 


1 
Solution. Note that 7 = — for allk =1, ..., n. Because 
Zk 


= (Ee)Es) (Ea) (Ee) 


it follows that z is a real number. 
Let z, = cosax +isinaz, where a, are real numbers for k = 1,n. Then 


n n n n 
— (>: COS AR 1S sno] (>: COS QR — sine) 
k=1 k=1 k=1 k=1 
= (>: cos «| + (>: sin os) > 0. 
k=1 


k=1 
On the other hand, we have 


n 


p= s (cos? ay, + sin? a4) + 2 y (cos a; cosa; + sin a; sina;) 


k=1 l<i<j<n 
=n+2 De cos(a; — aj) <n+2 - Sapp be) = 
a. a 4 ee 9 nd D) ) 
1<i<j<n 
as desired. 


Remark. An alternative solution to the inequalities 0 < z < n? is as follows: 


-E)E)- Ee) 


so0<z<n?. 


n 


> 


k=1 


Problem 13. Let 21, 22, z3 be complex numbers such that 


zy t+ 224+ 23 £0 and |z1| = |z2| = |23|- 
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Prove that 
1 1 1 1 
Re| 4+ = | 7Ref ——= —_ | 3 6 
ZY 22 23 24 + Za + 23 
Solution. Let r = |z1| = |z2| = |z3| > 0. Then 
2121 = 2922 = 2323 = r? 
and 
Pues 1 A+mM+%  4+22+23 
ae a r2 ~ r2 : 


On the other hand, we have 


L _ Z1 + 2g + 23 
Z1 + 2g + 23 |zy + 29 + 23|?’ 


and consequently, 


1 1 1 1 
Re | — + — + — ] - Re | —————— 
Z 0 0602g—~CtéC« Z1 + 22 + 23 


— Re Zz + 22 + 23 Re zy+z2+23 \  (Re(Z + 22 + 23))? 
r2 lzy + 22 + 23|? r?|z1 + 29 + 23|? 


as desired. 


Problem 14. Let x, y, z be complex numbers. 


(a) Prove that 


lx] + ly} + lz] <Jat+ty—2|4+le-—ytez/+)—-a2t+y4z2l. 


(b) Ifx, y, z are distinct and the numbers x+y—2z, c-ytz, —ety+z 
have equal absolute values, prove that 


2(\z| + |y| + ]z]) < lat+y—-2|+le2-yt2z|+|-—r7+ytel. 
Solution. Let 


m=-X+Y+2Z, N=X-YtZ, p=L+y-z. 


We have 
n+p m+p m+n 
= : 7] = o] a= sd 
2 2 2 
(a) Adding the inequalities 
1 1 1 
lel < 5(lml + Ip), bul < 5 (lel + Wal), lel S 5 (lal +I 


186 5 Olympiad-Caliber Problems 


yields 
Iz] + ly] + lz] < |m| + |r] + Ipl, 
as desired. 
(b) Let A, B, C be the points with coordinates m, n, p and observe that 
the numbers m, n, p are distinct and that |m| = |n| = |p| = R, the 


circumradius of triangle ABC. 


Let the origin of the complex plane be the circumcenter of triangle ABC. 
The orthocenter H of triangle ABC has the coordinate h =m+n+p. The 
desired inequality becomes 


|h— m| + |h—n| + |h— pl < |m| + |r| + Ipl, 


or 


AH+BH+CH <3R. 


This is equivalent to 


3 
cos A + cos B + cosC' < 5. (1) 
Inequality (1) can be written as 
A+B A-B C 3 
2 1 in? — < 
cos 3 C8 + 2sin 5 =? 


or 


A-B\?* A-B 
0 < (2sin $ cos ; ) sin’ 5a 


which is clear. We have equality in (1) if and only if triangle ABC is equi- 
lateral, i.e., m =a, n = ae, p = ae’, where a is a complex parameter and 


27 eae 20 In thi a a» 
€ = COs isin —. In this case, « = y= £,z2= E 

3 3 a 2 
Problem 15. Let zo, 21, Za, ..-, 2n be complex numbers such that 


(k + 1)zn41 —i(n —k)z, =0 
for allk € {0, 1, 2, ..., n—1}. 
(1) Find zp such that 
Zot zp tee + Zp = 2”. 
(2) For the value of zo determined above, prove that 


(3n+1)" 


|2o]? + [zaP? +--+ + len? < = 
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Solution. 


(a) Use induction to prove that 


Zea i” (z) Z05 for all k € {0, 1, saey n}. 


Then 
zot zi t:+++ 2, = 2” if and only if zo(1 +7)” = 2”, 


ie., 29 = (1—7)”. 
(b) Applying the AM-GM inequality, we have 


2 2 2 
2 2 2: os 2 n n fa n 
[2zo/° + jza|° +--+ [2n|° = [20] ( (3) + @ feet e 


= |x)’. oe = 2", ) = 7 2n(2n—1)---(n-+1) 


2” (2n4+ (2n-1)+---+(n+1)\"  (8n4+1)” 
<2 ( ) = 


n! , 


n 
as desired. 
Problem 16. Let z1, 22, z3 be complex numbers such that 


Zy + Za+ 23 = 2122 + 2223 + 2321 = 0. 


Prove that |z1| = |z2| = |zs|. 

Solution 1. Substituting 21 + z2 = —23 in 2129 + 23(21 + z2) = 0 gives 
2122 = 23, 80 |z| - |z2| = |z3|?. Likewise, |z2| -|z3| = |z1|? and |zs||21| = |z2]?. 
Then 


zal? + |z2|? + |zsl? = |z1||zal + |zallzsl + |zallzal, 


Leé., 


(lza| — |z2l)? + (lzal — lesl)* + (lzs] — lal)? = 9, 


yielding |z| = |z2| = |zs]. 


Solution 2. Using the relations between the roots and the coefficients, it 
follows that z1, 22, 23 are the roots of the polynomial z?—p, where p = 212223. 
Hence z3—p = z3—p = z3—p = 0, implying z? = 23 = z3, and the conclusion 


follows. 


Problem 17. Prove that for all complex numbers z with |z| = 1, the following 
inequalities hold: 


V2 <|l—2|+|l+27) <4. 
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Solution. Setting z = cost + isint yields 


|l—2z|= (1 — cost)? + sin?t = V2— 2eost = 2 


Jt 
sin = 
2 


and 


jit 27|= va + cos 2t)? + sin? 2t = /2 + 2cos2t 


t 
= 2| cost| =2]t— asin? 5). 


2 t 
It suffices to prove that ue < |a| + |1 — 2a?| < 2 fora = sin 5 € [-1, 1]. 
We leave this to the reader. 
Problem 18. Let 21, 22, 23, z4 be distinct complex numbers such that 


22 — 2) 22 — 23 


Re = Re 


Z4 — 21 Z4 — 23 


= 0. 


(a) Find all real numbers x such that 
[21 — za|” + |z1 — za|” < [ze — zal” < |zo — zal” + |za — 2|”. 
(b) Prove that |z3 — 21| < |za — za|. 


Solution. Consider the points A, B, C, D with coordinates z1, 22, 23, 24, 
respectively. The conditions 
22 — #1 42 — 23 


Re——— = Re—— =0 


24 — 21 24 — 3 


imply BAD = BCD = 90°. Then |Z, — Z2| = AB and |z1 — z4| = AD are the 
lengths of the sides of the right triangle ABD with hypotenuse BD = |z2— 24]. 

The inequality AB* + AD* < BD* holds for x > 2. 

Similarly, |z2—z3| = BC and |z4—z3| = CD are the sides of the right trian- 
gle BCD, so the inequality BD” < BC*+CD*” holds for x < 2. Consequently, 
v= 2. 

Finally, AC = |z3 — z1| < BD = |z4— zg|, since AC is a chord in the circle 
of diameter BD. 


Problem 19. Let x and y be distinct complex numbers such that |x| = |y|. 
Prove that 


1 
git + yl < |z|. 


Solution 1. Let c = a+ ib and y = c+ id, with a, b, c, d € R and 
a? + b? = c? + d?. The inequality is equivalent to 
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(a+c)*+(b+d)? < 4(a* + 87), 
or 
(a—c)? + (b— d)? > 0, 
which is clear, since x F y. 


Solution 2. Consider points X(x) and Y(y). In triangle XOY, we have 
OX = OY. Hence OM < OX, where M is the midpoint of segment [XY]. 


The coordinate of point M is ae 


_ and the desired inequality follows. 
Problem 20. Consider the set 
A={zE€C:z=a+t+bi, a>0, |z| < 1}. 
Prove that for every z € A, there is a number x € A such that 
L— 2 
Z=—. 
1+2 


[t= 
Solution. Let z € A. The equation z = i has the root 
av 


_ BES Lai) 


> ees. Vag ah 


where a > 0 and a? +b? <1. 
To prove that x € A, it suffices to show that |z| < 1 and Re(x) > 0. 
Indeed, we have 


2, (1-a)* +8? : : 2 2 
z|° = ——.—_,; if and only if (l—a a)”, 
|x| (pana oe. eo f (1—a)* < (1+a) 
i.e., 0 < 4a, as needed. 
its 2 
Moreover, Re(x) = ii ts > 0, since |z| < 1. 
z 


Here are more problems involving moduli and conjugates of complex 
numbers. 


Problem 21. Consider the set 
A={zeEC:|z| <1}, 
a real number a such that |a| > 1, and the function 


f: ATA, f(z) = pe 
zZ+a 


Prove that f is bijective. 
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Problem 22. Let z be a complex number such that |z| = 1 and both Re(z) 
and Im(z) are rational numbers. Prove that |z?"—1| is rational for all integers 
n> 1. 


Problem 23. Consider the function 
1+ ti 


1-ti 


f:R-OC, fi) = 

Prove that f is injective and determine its range. 
Problem 24. Let 21, z2 € C* be such that |z1+22| = |z1| = |z2|. Compute eu 
22 


Problem 25. Prove that the following inequality holds for all complex num- 
bers 21, 22, .--, Zn? 


(lza| + |z2| 4 + |2n| + |z1 + 22 4 + Z|)? 
> 2(lz|? 4 t Zn? + |z1 + 224 + Z|") 
Problem 26. Let z1, 22, ..., Zan be complex numbers such that |z1| = |z2| = 


+++ = |Z9,| and arg z1 < arg zg < +++ < arg za, <7. Prove that 
g g g 
[ei Sol = [Zot thy 4] Soe < 2, eal: 


Problem 27. Find all positive real numbers x and y satisfying the system of 
equations 


(1996 Vietnamese Mathematical Olympiad) 


Problem 28. Let z1, z2, z3 be complex numbers. Prove that 21 + 22+ 23 = 0 
if and only if |z1| = |z2 + 23], |za| = |23 + 21] and |z3| = |z1 + ZI. 


Problem 29. Let z1, 22, ..., Zn be distinct complex numbers with the same 
modulus such that 


2324... 2n—12n + 212Z4---2Zn—12n °° + 2120... 2%n-2 = 0. 


Prove that 
2122 + 2223 +--+ + Zn_12n = 0. 


Problem 30. Let a and z be complex numbers such that |z + a| = 1. Prove 
that 
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[1 — 2\al?| 
ae 


Problem 31. Find the geometric images of the complex numbers z for which 


|z?7 +a?7|> 


z” -Re(z) = 2" - Im(z), 
where n is an integer. 


Problem 32. Leta, b be real numbers with a+b = 1 and let 21, z2 be complex 


numbers with |z1| = |z2| = 1. 
Prove that 
lazy + bze| > a + 20] 
2 
Problem 33. Let k, n be positive integers and let z1, 22, ..., Zn be nonzero 


complex numbers with the same modulus such that 


ze 2k 4... 42% =0. 


Prove that 
1 e dc me! 0 
gee ge gk 


Problem 34. Find all pairs (a,b) of real numbers such that 


(a+ bi)? =b+ ai. 
Problem 35. For every value of a € R find min|z? 
and |z| < 1. 


—az+al, wherez €C 


Problem 36. Let a,b,c be three complex numbers such that 
a|bc| + b\ca| + clab| = 0. 


Prove that _ 
|(a — b)(b—c)(c — a)| > 3V3|abcl. 
(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2008) 


Problem 37. Let a and 6b be two compler numbers. Prove the inequality 
[1 + ab] + Ja +d] > Ja? — 1]/b? — J]. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2008) 


Problem 38. Consider complex numbers a, b, and c such thata+b+c=0 
and |a| = |b| = |c| = 1. Prove that for every complex number z, |z| < 1, we 
have 

3<|z-al+|z—-b|/4+|z-c <4. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2012) 
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5.2 Algebraic Equations and Polynomials 


Problem 1. Consider the quadratic equation 
az? + abz +c? = 0b 
. pO. 
where a, b, c € C*, and denote by 21, Z2 its roots. Prove that if - is a real 
Cc 
number, then |z1| = |z2| or J eR. 
22 
: b 
Solution. Let t = - € R. Then b= tc and 
Cc 


A = (ab)? — 4a? +e? = a7? (t? — 4). 


If |t| > 2, the roots of the equation are 


—tact acV/t? — 4 Cc ——— 
21,2 = 2 = 5a t+ Vt? — 4), 


ey é 21. 
and it is obvious that — is a real number. 


22 
If |t| < 2, the roots of the equation are 


21,2 >= < (4 x iV 4— t?); 


2a 
hence |z1| = |z2| = ot as claimed. 
Problem 2. Let a, b, c, z be complex numbers such that |a| = |b] = |c| > 0 
and az? + bz +c =0. Prove that 
ee <|z|< ee 


Solution. Let r = |a| = |b] = |c| > 0. We have 


Jaz*| =| — bz —e| < |dllz| + Iel, 


1 5 
and hence r|z?| < r|z| +r. It follows that |z|? — |z| — 1 <0, so |z| < Ee 
On the other hand, |c| = |—az?—bz| < |a||z|?+0|z|, so that |z|?+|z/—1 > 0. 


Thus |z| > , and we are done. 


Problem 38. Let p, q be complex numbers such that |p| + |q| < 1. Prove that 
the moduli of the roots of the equation z* + pz+q=0 are less than 1. 
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Solution. Because z; + z2 = —p and 2122 = q, the inequality |p| + |q| <1 
implies |z1 + z2| + |z1z2| < 1. But ||z1| — |ze|| < |z1 + z2|; hence 


\z1| — |z2| + |z1||z2| — 1 < 0 if and only if (1 + |z9|)(\z1] —1) < 0 
and 

|z2| — |z1| + |z2||21| — 1 < 0 if and only if (1 + |z1|)({z2| — 1) < 0. 
Consequently, |z1| < 1 and |z2| < 1, as desired. 


Problem 4. Let f = 2? + ax+4+.6 be a quadratic polynomial with complex 
coefficients with both roots having modulus 1. Prove that g = x? + |a|x + |b| 
has the same property. 


Solution. Let x, and x2 be the complex roots of the polynomial f = x* + 
ax + b and let y; and yo be the complex roots of the polynomial g = 2° + 
lala + |bJ. 

We have to prove that if |a| = |x2| = 1, then |yi| = |yo| = 1. 


Since 71 - x2 = b and 21 + x22 = —a, then |b| = |a1||v2| = 1 and |a| < 
|x| a |x9| we 
The quadratic polynomial g = «2? 4+ |alz + 1 has discriminant 


A = |a|? — 4 < 0; hence 


—|a| + 14/4 —- |al? 


Y1,2 = 5 


It is easy to see that |yi| = |y2| = 1, as desired. 


Problem 5. Let a, b be nonzero complex numbers. Prove that the equation 


az* +bz?+6z+a=0 
has at least one root with absolute value equal to 1. 


1 
Solution. Observe that if z is a root of the equation, then — is also a root of 


Zz 
the equation. Consequently, if z1, z2, z3 are the roots of the equation, then 


1 1 ee 
—, —, — are the same roots, not necessarily in the same order. 
21 22 43 


1 
If z, = — for some k = 1, 2,3, then |z,|? = 2.2% = 1, and we are done. If 
Zk 


1 
Zk = for all k = 1,2,3, we may consider without loss of generality that 
k 
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The first two equalities yield 2 - Z2- z2:%3 = 1; hence |z4| - |z2|? - |z3| = 1. On 
the other hand, 212223 = ae so |z1||Z2||z3| = 1. It follows that |z2| = 1, as 
a 


claimed. 


Problem 6. Let f = x* + ax? + bx? + cx +d be a polynomial with real 
coefficients and real roots. Prove that if |f(i)| =1, thna=b=c=d=0. 


Solution. Let 21, ©2,23, x4 be the real roots of the polynomial f. Then 


f = (x—21)(x — x2)(x — x3)(x — x4), 


and we have 


— 
= 
lI 
S 
an 
Sy 
— 
8 
i) 


t)(—a3 + 1)(—a4 + 1); 


hence 


lf(@)| = |— a1 +4] -|— 22 +4|-|— 2344 


i]-|—2a+i 
= lta} ita}: 1+23.- 14 24. 


Because | f(z)| = 1, we deduce that 21 = 22 = x3 = x4 = 0, and consequently 
a=b=c=d= 0, as desired. 


Problem 7. Prove that if 11z1° + 10iz? + 10iz — 11 = 0, then |z| =1. 


(1989 Putnam Mathematical Competition) 


Solution. The equation can be rewritten as z? = a EONe: If z=a+bi, 
1llz+ 102 
then 
| r | 11=—10i2| _ V1 + 220b + 102(a? + b?) 
L1z+10i]  \/112(a? + b2) + 220b + 102° 


Let f(a, 6) and g(a, b) denote the numerator and denominator of the right- 
hand side. If |z| > 1, then a? + b? > 1, so g(a, b) > f(a, 6), leading to 
|z°| < 1, a contradiction. If |z| < 1, then a? + 6? < 1, so g(a, b) < f(a, b), 
yielding |z°| > 1, again a contradiction. Hence |z| = 1. 


Problem 8. Let n > 3 be an integer and let a be a nonzero real number. 
Show that every nonreal root z of the equation x” + ax +1 = 0 satisfies the 


inequality 
ref 
z ——v 
_ n—-1 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 1995) 
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Solution. Let z = r(cosa+isina) be a nonreal root of the equation, where 
a € (0, 27) and a ¥ za. Substituting back into the equation, we obtain 
r™ cosna+racosa +1+i(r” sinna + rasina) = 0. Hence 


r” cosna+racosat1=0Oandr”sinna+rasina = 0. 


Multiplying the first relation by sina, the second by cosa, and then sub- 
tracting them, we find that r” sin(n — 1)a = sina. It follows that 


r”|sin(n — 1)a| = |sinal. 


The inequality |sinka| < k|sina| is valid for every positive integer k. The 
proof is based on a simple inductive argument on k. 
Applying this inequality, from r”|sin(n — l)a| = |sinal, we obtain 


|sina| < r”(n — 1)|sina|. Because sina ¥ 0, it follows that r” > 


: 1 
ie., |z| > ¢/—. 
n—-1 


Problem 9. Suppose P is a polynomial of even degree with complex coeffi- 
cients. If all the roots of P are complex nonreal numbers with modulus 1, 
prove that 


n—1’ 


P(1) ER @f and only if P(-1) ER. 


P(l 
Solution. It suffices to prove that x ‘ ER. 


Let 41, %2, ..., Zan be the roots of P. Then 
P(a) = A(x — 1) (@ — x2) +++ (@ — Len) 


for some » € C*, and 


PQ) _ AQ =#i)(1-a2)--(L- an) _ Ppl -2e 
PI) XeTSenGiaSlen) pe Pee 
From the hypothesis, we have |x,| = 1 for allk = 1,2,..., 2n. Then 
(=) -5=- oR te-1 1— 2x, 
1+ 2% 1+ Piece. Lp+1 1+ 2, 
Lk 
whence 
PQ) \ (1-2 Il 1— 2% 
Pel 2 Saree wo \ 142 
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P(l) 

P(-1) 
2 


Problem 10. Consider the sequence of polynomials defined by P,(x) = x*—2 
and P;(a) = P,(Pj-1(«)) for j = 2,3,.... Show that for every positive integer 
n, the roots of the equation P,,(x) = x are all real and distinct. 


(18th IMO—Shortlist) 


This proves that is a real number, as desired. 


Solution. Put « = z+ 27!, where z is a nonzero complex number. Then 
Py(z) = a? —-2 = (z+ 27!)? -2 = 2% +277. A simple inductive argument 
shows that for all positive integers n, we have P,(x) = 2?" + 272". 

The equation P,,(x) = x is equivalent to ge 4+ 2-2" 2 +2-1, We obtain 
2 —-goe7 tag, ie, 2271-1) = 2-” (2-1 —1). It follows that 
(ae Lert — 1) = 0. Because ged(2" — 1, 2” + 1) = 1, the unique 
common root of the equations z2°~! — 1 = 0 and z2"t! -1=O0isz=1 
(see Proposition 1 in Sect. 2.2.2). Moreover, for every root of the equation 
(22"-1 — 1)(z?"+1 — 1) = 0, we have |z| = 1, i.e., z~! = Z. Also, observe that 
for two roots z and w of (z2"~! — 1)(z?"+! — 1) = 0 that are different from 
1, we have 2+ 27-1 =w+w7! if and only if (z — w)(1 — (zw)~*) = 0. This is 
equivalent to zw = 1, i.e, w = z~! = Z, a contradiction to the fact that the 
unique common root of z2"~! — 1 =0 and z2"t! —1=0is1. 

It is clear that the degree of the polynomial P,, is ci As we have seen 


before, all the roots of P,(2) = x are given by x = z+ 271, where z=1, 2 = 


2k 2k 2s 2 
cos a +isin = k=1,...,2"—2, and z = cos ——— ii +7sin all ; 
- 2r+41 2ar+1 


Taking into account the symmetry . the expression z + z~!, we see that 
1 
the total number of these roots is 1 + = 5 (gn — 2)+ 32" = 2”, and all of them 


are real and distinct. 


Here are other problems involving algebraic equations and polynomials. 


Problem 11. Let a, b, c be complex numbers with a #4 0. Prove that if the 
roots of the equation az* + bz +c =0 have equal moduli, then ab|c| = |albc. 


Problem 12. Let z1, z2 be the roots of the equation z? + z+1=0, and let 
23, za be the roots of the equation z* —z+1=0. Find all integers n such 
that zp + 24 = 23 4+ 2}. 


Problem 13. Consider the equation with real coefficients 
x® + ax® + ba* + cx? + ba? +ax+1=0, 


and denote by x1, %2,..., x6 the roots of the equation. 
Prove that 


6 
I a? +1) = (2a—c)*. 
k=1 
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Problem 14. Let a and b be complex numbers and let P(z) = az? + bz +i. 
Prove that there exists 29 € C with |zo| = 1 such that |P(z9)| > 1+ |al. 


Problem 15. Find all polynomials f with real coefficients satisfying, for 
every real number x, the relation f(x) f(2x?) = f(2x? +2). 


(21st IMO—Shortlist) 
Problem 16. Find all compler numbers z such that 


(g—22),11+24+ 25 -. 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2013) 
Problem 17. Determine all pairs (z,n) such that 
eet ote Snel, 
where z € C and |z| € Z,. 
(Mathematical Reflections, 2008) 


Problem 18. Let a,b,c, d be nonzero complex numbers such that ad—bc 4 0, 
and let n be a positive integer. Consider the equation 


(az +b)” + (cu +d)” =0. 


(a) Prove that for |a| = |c|, the roots of the equation are situated on a line. 
(b) Prove that for |a| 4 |c|, the roots of the equation are situated on a circle. 
(c) Find the radius of the circle when |a| # |c|. 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2010) 


Problem 19. Let n be a positive integer. Prove that a complex number of 
absolute value 1 is a solution to z”+2+1=0 if and only ifn = 3m-+ 2 for 
some positive integer m. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2007) 


Problem 20. Let a and b be two complex numbers. Prove that the following 
statements are equivalent: 


(1) The absolute values of the roots of the equation x? — ax +b = 0 are 
respectively equal to the absolute values of the roots of the equation 


x? —be+a=0. 
Qar=h orb=a. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2011) 
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5.3 From Algebraic Identities to Geometric Properties 


Problem 1. Consider equilateral triangles ABC and A'B'C", both in the 
same plane and having the same orientation. Show that the segments [AA’], 
[BB’], [CC"] can be the sides of a triangle. 


Solution. Let a, b, c be the coordinates of vertices A, B, C and let a’, b’, c’ 
be the coordinates of vertices A’, B’, C’. Because triangles ABC and A’ B/C’ 
are similar, we have the relation (see the remark in Sect. 3.3) 


111 
abc|=0. (1) 
a’ b'c 


~ 


That is, 
a'(b—c) +0'(c—a) +c (a—b) =0. (2) 


On the other hand, the following relation is clear: 
a(b—c) + b(c—a)+c(a—b) =0. (3) 
By subtracting relation (3) from relation (2), we obtain 
(a’ —a)(b—c) +(b' —b)(c— a) +(c —c)(a— bd) = 0. (4) 
Passing to moduli, it follows that 
la! — afb] < |b! — Bllc— a] + |e! — clad. (5) 
Taking into account that |b—c] = |c—a| = |a—6|, we obtain AA’ < BB’+CC’. 


Similarly, we prove the inequalities BB’ < CC’ + AA’ and CC’ < AA’'+BB’, 
and the desired conclusion follows. 


Remarks. 


(1) If ABC and A’B’C”’ are two similar triangles situated in the same plane 
and having the same orientation, then from (5), the inequality 


AA’. BC < BB'-CA+CC". AB (1) 


follows. This is the generalized Ptolemy inequality. Ptolemy’s inequality 
is obtained when the triangle A’ B’C” degenerates to a point. 

(2) Taking into account the inequality (1), we have also BB’.CA < CC’. 
AB + AA’. BC and CC’. AB < AA’. BC + BB’ -CA. It follows that 
for any two similar triangles ABC and A’B’C’ with the same orientation 
and situated in the same plane, we can construct a triangle of side lengths 
AA’. BC, BB’'-CA, CC’. AB. 
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(3) When the triangle A’B’C’ degenerates to the point M, it follows from the 
property in our problem that the segments MA, MB, MC are the sides 
of a triangle, which follows from Pompeiu’s theorem (see also Sect. 4.9.1). 


Problem 2. Let P be an arbitrary point in the plane of a triangle ABC. 
Then 
a-PB.PC+8-PC-.PA+y7-PA-PB> apy, 


where a, 8,y are the sides of ABC. 
Solution. Let us consider the origin of the complex plane at P and let 


a, b, c be the coordinates of the vertices of triangle ABC. From the algebraic 
identity 


be ca ab 


(@—bla-a * @—a6-a) * aye” w) 


it follows if we pass to absolute values that 


lb| |e} le||a| |a||>| 
la—bdlla—e| |b—ellb—al |e—alle—b] ~ 


(2) 


Taking into account that ja] = PA, |b] = PB, |c| = PC, and |b—c| = 
a, |c—a| =, |a—}| =7, we see that the inequality (2) is equivalent to 
PB-PC | PC-PA | PA-PB YL 


T 1, 
By ya aB 


which is the desired inequality. 


Remarks. 


(1) If P is the circumcenter O of triangle ABC, we can derive Euler’s 
inequality R > 2r. Indeed, in this case, the inequality is equivalent to 
R?(a+8 +7) > aby. Therefore, 


2 oy _ aby _ AR aby _ 


Ze = 2R 
a+B+y¥ 2s 2s 4R 


AB 
_area[ABC] sii 
8 
and hence R > 2r. 
(2) If P is the centroid G of triangle ABC, we obtain the following inequality 
involving the medians ma, mg, My: 


MoaMg  MgmM, 4 My Mo = 9 


ap By ya ~ 4’ 


with equality if and only if triangle ABC is equilateral. A good argument 
for the case of acute triangles is given in the next problem. 
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Problem 3. Let ABC be an acute triangle and let P be a point in its interior. 
Prove that 


a-PB-PC+68-PC-.PA+y7-PA-PB=apy 
if and only if P is the orthocenter of triangle ABC. 
(1998 Chinese Mathematical Olympiad) 


Solution. Let P be the origin of the complex plane, and let a, b, c be 
the coordinates of A, B, C, respectively. The relation in the problem is 
equivalent to 


|ab(a — b)| + |be(b — c)| + |ca(c — a)| = |(a — b)(b— c)(c — a)]. 


Let 


ab be ca 


G@-ob—-0° ~~ @-a)e—a)' ” @=Da—o 
It follows that 


A= 


\z1| + |zo| + |z3| = l and 21 + 22.423 =1, 


the latter from identity (1) in the previous problem. 

We will prove that P is the orthocenter of triangle ABC if and only if 
Z1, 22, 23 are positive real numbers. Indeed, if P is the orthocenter, then 
since the triangle ABC is acute, it follows that P is in the interior of ABC. 
Hence there are positive real numbers r,, r2, r3 such that 


implying z1 = rire > 0, z2 = rer3 > 0, 23 = r3r1 > 0, and we are done. 
Conversely, suppose that z1, 22, 23 are all positive real numbers. Because 


2 2 2 
2122 = b 2223 Cc 2321 = a 
23 “() gy -(4) "2 -(;4) : 
b c 
it follows that a ae are purely imaginary numbers, thus AP L 


BC and BP L CA, cee that P is the orthocenter of triangle ABC. 


Problem 4. Let G be the centroid of triangle ABC and let R1, R2, R3 be 
the circumradii of triangles GBC, GCA, GAB, respectively. Then 


R, + Ro+ R3 > 3R, 


where R is the circumradius of triangle ABC. 
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Solution. In Problem 2, consider P the centroid G of triangle ABC. Then 
a-GB-GC+8-GC-GA+7-GA-GB > apy, (1) 


where a, 8, V are the lengths of the sides of triangle ABC. 
But 


1 
a:-GB-GC = 4R - area[GBC] = 4R, - g areal ABC]. 


Likewise, 
1 1 
B-GC-GA=4R,- garealABC], y:-GA-GB =4R3- gareal ABC]. 


Hence, the inequality (1) is equivalent to 


4 
3 
Le., Ry + Re + Rz = 3R. 


(Ri + R2 + Rs). area [ABC] > 4R. area [ABC], 


Problem 5. Let ABC be a triangle and let P be a point in its interior. Let 
Ri, Rz, Rz be the radii of the circumcircles of triangles PBC, PCA, PAB, 
respectively. Lines PA, PB, PC intersect sides BC, CA, AB at Ai, By, Ci, 
respectively. Let 


Prove that ki R, +ko2R2+k3R3 > R, where R is the circumradius of triangle 
ABC. 


(2004 Romanian IMO Team Selection Test) 


Solution. Note that 
area[P BC] k area[PC A] k area[P AB] 


area[ABO]’ -” —area[ABC]’ “° — area[ ABC] 


-PB-P 
But area [ABC] = on and area [PBC] = een ae Two similar rela- 


AR, 
tions for area [PC'A] and area [PAB] hold. 
The desired inequality is equivalent to 
-PB-PC -PC-PA -PA-PB 
= Re + R2 > 


R 
apy apy apy 


R, 


which reduces to the inequality in Problem 2. 
When triangle ABC is acute, it follows from Problem 3 that equality holds 
if and only if P is the orthocenter of ABC. 
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Problem 6. The following inequality holds for every point M in the plane of 
triangle ABC: 


AM* sin A+ BM®* sin B+ CM? sinC > 6- MG. area [ABC], 


where G is the centroid of triangle ABC. 


Solution. The identity 


x*(y—2z)+y%(z—2)+2°(2—-y) = (@—y)y—2)(z-a)(et+y+z2) (1) 


holds for all complex numbers z, y, z. Passing to the absolute value, we 
obtain the inequality 


|n*(y — 2)| + ly?(z — 2) + l2°(@ — 9) 2 |e — ylly — zllz - alle +9 + 2]. (2) 


Let a, 6, c, m be the coordinates of points A, B, C, M, respectively. 
In (2), consider 7 =m—a, y= m-—b, z =m-—c, and obtain 


AM? .-a+ BM?.8+CM?.7+ > 30ByMG. (3) 
Using the formula area [ABC] = aan and the law of sines, the desired 


inequality follows from (3). 


Problem 7. Let ABCD be a cyclic quadrilateral inscribed in circle C(O; R) 
having sides of length a, 6, y, 6 and diagonals of length dy and dz. Then 


aByod, dz 


area[ABCD] > aR 


Solution. Take the center O to be the origin of the complex plane and 
consider a, b, c, d the coordinates of vertices A, B, C, D. From the well- 
known Euler identity 


3 


a 
XG He-a=a) : (1) 
by passing to the absolute value, it follows that 
|a|? 
>; 2 
a er (2) 


The inequality (2) is equivalent to 


R3 
Poe re 
» AB AG-AD 2» (3) 


cyc 
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or 


S| B®. BD-CD- BC > adi do. (4) 


cyc 


But we have the known relation BD-CD- BC = 4R. area [BCD] and three 
other such relations. The inequality (4) can be written in the form 


4R*(area[ABC] + area[BCD] + area[CDA] + area[DAB]) > aby6édidz, 
or equivalently, 8R* area[ABCD] > aByddido. 
Problem 8. Leta, b, c be distinct complex numbers such that 
(a — 6)’ + (b—c)’ +(c—a)’ =0. 
Prove that a, b, c are the coordinates of the vertices of an equilateral triangle. 


Solution 1. Setting x =a-—b,y=b-—c,z=c—aimpliesr+y+z=0 
and «7 + y’ +27 = 0. Since z # 0, we may set a = ~ and 6 = 4. Hence 
z z 


a+ 6=-—1 and a’ + 6? = —-1. Then the given relation becomes 
a® — a° 8 + af? — 0° B? + a7 8* — a B® + BS = 1. (1) 
Let s=a+6=-—1 and p= ab. The relation (1) becomes 
(a® + B°) — plat + B*) + p°(e? + 6?) — pp? =1. (2) 


Because a? + 6? = s? — 2p = 1— 2p, 


ae = (a? 6°)" = Ba? 3? = (1 — 2p)? — 2p? = 1 — 4p + 2p?, 
a® + 6° = (a? + 6?)((a4 + 84) — 026?) = (1 — 2p)(1 — 4p +p”), 


the equality (2) is equivalent to 
(1 — 2p)(1 — 4p + p*) — p(1 — 4p + 2p”) + p*(1 — 2p) — p? = 1. 


That is, 1 — 4p + p? — 2p4 
i.e., —7p? + 14p? — 7p +1 = 
p=. 

If p = 0, then a = 0 or 8 = 0, and consequently, x = 0 or y = 0. It follows 
that a = b or b =c, which is false; hence p = 1. 

From af = 1 and a+ 8 = —1, we deduce that a and £ are the roots of 
the quadratic equation x? + « +1=0. Thus a? = 8? = 1 and Ja| = || = 1. 
Therefore, |x| = |y| = |z|, or |a — 6] = |b — c| = |c — al, as claimed. 


8p? — 2p’ — p+ 4p* — 2p* + p? — 2p? — p® = 1; 
1. We obtain 7p(p — 1)? = 0, and hence p = 0 or 


Solution 2. Let x =a—b, y=b-—c, z=c—a. Becausex+y+z=0 and 
gi +y" +27 =0, we find that (x + y)’ — 2” — y’ = 0. This is equivalent to 
Txy(x + y)(a? + 2y + y*)? =0. 
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But ryz # 0, soz? +a2y+y? =0, ie, 2? = y?. From symmetry, x? = 
y® = 2, whence |z| = |y| = |z|. 


Problem 9. Let M be a point in the plane of the square ABCD and let 
MA = «2, MB = y, MC = z, MD = t. Prove that the numbers 
ry, yz, 2t, tx are the sides of a quadrilateral. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane such that 1,i,—-1,—7 are the 
coordinates of vertices A, B, C, D of the square. If z is the coordinate 
of point M, then we have the identity 


l(z—t)(2 +1) +i(e4+1)(2 +7) -—1(e4+2)(z- 1) —-i(z —1)(z -7) =0. (1) 


and using the triangle inequality, we obtain 


jz —aljz +1] +|z4+1]/z+74+|z+¢||z-1] > |z-1]|z2- 4, 


or yz+2t+tx > xy. 
In the same manner, we prove that 


ry+ zt+tx > yz, rytyet+txe = at 
and zy + yz+ zt > ta, as needed. 


Problem 10. Let 21, z2, z3 be distinct complex numbers such that |z1| = 
|z2| = |z3| = R. Prove that 


1 1 1 1 


| | 
lz. — 2a||z1 — 23] [22 — zille2— 23] [23 — zallz3 — zo] — RB? 


Solution 1. The following identity is easy to verify: 
a: Sree 


(== G=2e=n C= 


Passing to the absolute value, we find that 


1-|Soogace |S LEcae 
(21 — 22)(21 — 23) a |z1 — 29||21 — 23 


cyc cyc 


which is the desired inequality. 


5.3 From Algebraic Identities to Geometric Properties 205 
Solution 2. Let 
Qa = |2 — 23|, 8B = |z3 — 21|, y =|21 — ZI. 
From Problem 29 in Sect. 1.1.9, we have 
a8 + By +a < 9R?. 


Using the inequality 


(a8 + By + ya) (Stat z ) >9 


aB ' By" ya 
yields 
1 1 1 9 1 
+ Zz 2 ; 
Of Be yer ae By py ~ Ae 
as desired. 


Remark. Consider the triangle with vertices at 21, z2, z3 and whose cir- 
cumcenter is the origin of the complex plane. Then the circumradius R equals 
|z1| = |z2| = |z3|, and the side lengths are 

a= |ze — 23|, B = |z1 — 23|, ¥ = [21 — 2el- 
The above inequality is equivalent to 


Dg a 
ap By yar Be” 


Leé., 
aby 4K  Asr 
t by > = = : 
a+b +72 Br = B= RE 


We obtain R > 2r, i.e., Euler’s inequality for a triangle. 


Problem 11. Let ABC be a triangle and let P be a point in its plane. 
(1) Prove that 


a: PA? + 6- PB? +7- PC? > 3a8y- PG, 


where G is the centroid of ABC. 
(2) Prove that 


R?(R? — 4r?) > 4r?[8R? — (a? + 6? +7”)]. 


Solution. 


(1) The identity 


x*(y— 2) ty (2-2) + 2°(e—y) = (e-y)(y—2)(e—-2)(e+y+2) (1) 
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holds for all complex numbers x, y, z. Passing to absolute values, we 
obtain 


Iel*ly — 2| + lyP lz — 2] + ze — yl 2 |e — ylly — 2lle — alle ty + 21. 


Let a, b, c, zp be the coordinates of A, B, C, P, respectively. In the 
equation above, take x = zp—a, y= zp—b, z = zp—c and obtain the 
desired inequality. 

(2) If P is the circumcenter O of triangle ABC, after some elementary trans- 
formations, the previous inequality becomes R? > 6r - OG. Squaring 
both sides yields R*4 > 36r? - OG?. Using the well-known relation 


1 
OG? = R?— = (a +8" +7"), we obtain Rt > 36R?r? —4r?(a? +6? +97), 


and the conclusion follows. 


Remark. The inequality (2) improves Euler’s inequality for the class of 
obtuse triangles. This is equivalent to proving that a?7+67+77? < 8R? in every 
such triangle. The last relation can be written as sin? A+sin? B+sin? C < 2, 
or cos? A + cos? B — sin? C > 0. That is, 


1+cos2A 1+cos2B 


5 5 1+cos? C > 0, 


which reduces to cos(A + B)cos(A — B) + cos? C > 0. This is equivalent to 
cos C[cos(A — B) + cos(A + B)] < 0, i-e., cos Acos BcosC < 0. 


Here are some other problems involving this topic. 


Problem 12. Let a, b, c, d be distinct complex numbers with |a| = |b| = 
\c| = |d| anda+b+c+d=0. 


Then the geometric images of a, b, c, d are the vertices of a rectangle. 


Problem 13. The complex numbers z;, i = 1,2,3,4,5, have the same 
nonzero modulus, and 


5 
Se ae 


i=1 i=1 
Prove that 21, z2, ...,25 are the coordinates of the vertices of a regular 
pentagon. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2003) 


Problem 14. Let ABC be a triangle. 
(a) Prove that if M is any point in its plane, then 


AM sinA< BMsinB+CMsinC. 
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(b) Let Aj, By, Cy be points on the sides BC, AC and AB, respectively, 
such that the angles of the triangle A,B,C, are in this order a, 8, ¥. 
Prove that 


S° AA sina < S- BC sina. 


cyc cyc 
(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 2003) 


Problem 15. Let M and N be points inside triangle ABC’ such that 
MAB = NAC and MBA = NBC. 


Prove that 


AM-AN | BM-BN | CM-CN_, 
ABGAC  BALBO CASCBR 


(39th IMO—Shortlist) 


5.4 Solving Geometric Problems 


Problem 1. On each side of a parallelogram, a square is drawn external to 
the figure. Prove that the centers of the squares are the vertices of another 
square. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at the intersection point 
of the diagonals and let a,b,—a,—b be the coordinates of the vertices 
A, B, C, D, respectively. 

Using the rotation formulas, we obtain 


b . 
b = zo, + (a— Zo, )(—1) or zo, = a 
Likewise, 
a— bi —b-—a —at bi 
Zz = Zz 
One graage Ge = rman eee eg 
It follows that 
(00 On beg =O FOr ae i a Sarete 
Bee ee Cn ae eat bi—b—ai : 2: 
sO O02 = O104, and 
—~ 20, — ZO -at+bi+b+ai Lo SE 
020304 = 4 4= = =-, 
po a eee ae a—bit+b+ai sa 2 


so O304 = O3Q2. Therefore, 01020304 is a square. 
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Problem 2. Given a point on the circumcircle of a cyclic quadrilateral, prove 
that the products of the distances from the point to any pair of opposite sides 
or to the diagonals are equal. 


(Pappus’s theorem) 


Solution. Let a, b, c, d be the coordinates of the vertices A, B, C, D of the 

quadrilateral and consider the complex plane with origin at the circumcenter 

of ABCD. Without loss of generality assume that the circumradius equals 1. 
The equation of line AB is 


aal 
bb1;/=0 
z1 


This is equivalent to 
z(a—6) —z(a—b) =ab—ab, ic, z+abz=a+b. 


Let point MM, be the foot of the perpendicular from a point M on the 
circumcircle to the line AB. If m is the coordinate of point M, then (see the 
proposition in Sect. 4.5) 


m—abm+a+tb 
2 


ZM, = 


and 


_ ab ~a)(m—b 
d(M. AB) = |m— |= lm m mee =| a)(m — b) 


2 2m 
since mm = 1. 
Likewise, 

aq, Bo) =|@—BE—9), aus, cp) =|P-W—4, 

d(M, DA) = eg , d(M, AC) = ieastens 
and 

d(M, BD) = | ius yin — 4) | 

Thus, 


d(M, AB). d(M, CD) =d(M, BC)-d(M, DA) =d(M, AC)-d(M, BD), 


as claimed. 
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Problem 3. Three equal circles C\(O1; 1), C2(O2;r), and C3(O3;r) have a 
common point O. Circles C, and C2, C2 and C3, C3 and C1, meet again at 
points A, B, C respectively. Prove that the circumradius of triangle ABC is 
equal tor. 


(Tzitzeica’s' “five-lei-coin problem” ) 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at point O and let 
21, 22, 23 be the coordinates of the centers O,, O2, O3, respectively. It fol- 
lows that points A, B, C have the coordinates z1 + 22, z2+23, 23 + 21, and 
hence 


AB = \(z1 + 22) = (29 + 23)| = |z4 _ 23| = 0103. 


Likewise, BC = O,O2 and AC = 0203; hence triangle ABC and O,O0203 are 
congruent. Consequently, their circumradii are equal. Since OO, = OO2 = 
OO3 =r, the circumradii of triangles O;O203 and ABC are both equal to 
r, as desired. 


Problem 4. On the sides AB and BC of triangle ABC, draw squares with 
centers D and E such that points C and D lie on the same side of line AB 
and points A and E lie on opposite sides of line BC. Prove that the angle 
between lines AC and DE is equal to 45°. 


Solution. The rotation about EF through angle 90° maps point C to point 
B; hence 
ZB — Zot 


2p =2e4+(zco-—Zze)i and zz = [a3 


ar ZB —Zal 
Similarly, zp = ———— 


— a : 
The angle between the lines AC and DE is equal to 


_ - 1-i 1-1 
sink ZO 7 2A _ ae (Zo 2a) i) = arg = =arg(1+i)= x 
ZE— ZD 2B — 20U— ZB + 24 = 


as desired (Fig. 5.1). 


Remark. If on the sides AB and BC of the triangle ABC, we draw rect- 
angles with centers D and E, satisfying the same conditions, then the angle 
between lines AC’ and DE is equal to 90° — BAD. 


Problem 5. On the sides AB and BC of triangle ABC, equilateral triangles 
ABN and ACM are drawn external to the figure. If P, Q, R are the midpoints 
of segments BC, AM, AN, respectively, prove that triangle PQR is equilateral. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at A and denote by 
the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a point denoted by an 
uppercase letter (Fig. 5.2). 


1 Gheorghe Tzitzeica (1873-1939), Romanian mathematician, made important contribu- 
tions in geometry. 
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Figure 5.1. 


Figure 5.2. 


The rotation about center A through angle 60° maps points N and C to 
B and M, respectively. Setting « = cos 60° + isin60°, we have b = n-«¢ and 
m=c-eé. Thus 
bt+e m Cre nb be? be? 
= i=. = r 


2° 2 2° 2 2 2 2° 


To prove that triangle PQR is equilateral, using Proposition 1 in Sect. 3.4, it 
suffices to observe that 


p+¢ tr? =pqtartrp. 


Problem 6. Let AA’ BB'CC"’ be a hexagon inscribed in the circle C(O; R) 
such that 


AA' = BB’ =CC'=R. 
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If M, N, P are midpoints of sides A'B, B'C, C'A respectively, prove that 
triangle M N P is equilateral. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at the circumcenter O and 
let a, b, c, a’, b', c be the coordinates of the vertices A, B, C, A’, B’, C’, 
respectively. If ¢ = cos 60° + 7sin 60°, then 


a’ =a-e, U =b-e, d =c-e. 
The points M, N, P have the coordinates 


ae +b be +c ce+a 
> n= > p= 7 
2 2 2 


m= 


It is easy to observe that 
Di iape gad spep | : 
m+n +p =mn+np+ pm; 
therefore, MN P is an equilateral triangle (see Proposition 1 in Sect. 3.4). 


Problem 7. On the sides AB and AC of triangle ABC, squares ABDE and 
ACFG are drawn external to the figure. If M is the midpoint of side BC, 
prove that AM | EG and EG = 2AM. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at A and let b, c, g, e, m 
be the coordinates of points B, C, G, E, M (Fig. 5.3). 


Observe that g = ci, e= —bi, m= *, hence 


m—a¢ _ —(ore 4 
g—-e 2(b+c) 2 


and 
| | | 
m—a| = —le—gl. 
a 5 e-g 
Thus, AM | EG and 2AM = EG. 


Problem 8. The sides AB, BC, andCA of the triangle ABC are divided into 
three equals parts by points M, N;P, Q; and R, S, respectively. Equilateral 
triangles MND, PQE, RSF are constructed exterior to triangle ABC. Prove 
that triangle D E F is equilateral. 


Solution. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letters the coordinates of 
the points denoted by uppercase letters. Then 


2a+b a+ 2b 2b+c¢ 

— a od » p= ? 
3 3 3 

b+ 2c 2c+a c+ 2a 

= re ,s= . 
3 3 3 
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e a . . 
LA 


Figure 5.3. 


The point D is obtained from point M by a rotation with center N and angle 
60° (Fig. 5.4). 


E 
Figure 5.4. 


Hence se . 
d=n+(m geo "= en ze 


where € = cos60° + 7sin 60°. Likewise, 
_ b6+2¢+ (b—cle 


e=qt (p— ge 5 
and 4 
fauete pee = 


Since 
f-d ct+a-—2b+(b+c-—2a)e 
e-d  2c—a—b+(2b—a—ce 
e(b+c— 2a+(c+a— 2b)(—e7)) 
7 2c—a—b+(2b—a-c)e 
e(b+ c— 2a) + (c+ a — 2b)(e — 1)) 
2c—a—b+ (2b-—a-—cje 


=€, 
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we have FDE = 60° and FD = FE, so triangle DEF is equilateral. 


Problem 9. Let ABCD be a square of side length a and consider a point P 
on the incircle of the square. Find the value of 


PA? + PB? + PC? + PD?. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane such that points A, B, C, D have 
coordinates 


ZA FFB FST 4% = 


Let zp = 5 (cos 2 + isin) be the coordinate of point P (Fig. 5.5). 


B 


AN 
WY 


D 


Figure 5.5. 


Then 


PA?+PB?+PC?+PD*=|z4—zp|?+|zp—zp|*+|ze — zp|? + |2zp — zp|* 


2 2 
= lea - 2e)(a- =) = 45 4 tle 5 


(2cosa + 2cos (z+ =) + 


cyc 


3 2 
+2 cos(a + 7) + 2cos (2+ >)) +45 = 2a7 +0 + a7 = 3a’. 


Problem 10. On the sides AB and AD of the triangle ABD draw externally 
squares ABEF and ADGH with centers O and Q, respectively. If M is the 
midpoint of the side BD, prove that OMQ is an isosceles triangle with a right 
angle at M. 


Solution. Let a, b, d be the coordinates of the points A, B, D, respectively 
(Fig. 5.6). 
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B M D 
Figure 5.6. 


The rotation formula gives 


a—ZoO _ d—zQ = 
b-—zo a—zQ 


sO 
b — b)i 
3 TE paige 


a+d+(d—a)i 
; ce a 


2 


d 
The coordinate of the midpoint M of segment [BD] is Zjy = ote. hence 


20 — 2M _a-d+(a—b)ji_, 
2Q — 2M ~ a-—b+(d—a)i 3 


Therefore, QM | OM and OM = QM, as desired. 


Problem 11. On the sides of a convex quadrilateral ABCD, equilat- 
eral triangles ABM and CDP are drawn external to the figure, and equi- 
lateral triangles BCN and ADQ are drawn internal to the figure. Describe 
the shape of the quadrilateral MN PQ. 


(23rd IMO—Shortlist) 


Solution. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a 
point denoted by an uppercase letter (Fig. 5.7). 
Using the rotation formula, we obtain 


m=a+(b—-aje, n=ct+(b—-cle, 
p=c+t(d—cje, q=at (d—ale, 


where 
€ = cos60° + isin 60°. 
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Figure 5.7. 


It is easy to see that 
m+p=a+ct+(b+d—-—a-—cle=n+q, 
whence MNPQ is a parallelogram or points M, N, P, Q are collinear. 


Problem 12. On the sides of a triangle ABC draw externally the squares 
ABMM’',ACNN', and BCPP’. Let A’, B', C’ be the midpoints of the 
segments M'N', P'M, PN, respectively. 

Prove that triangles ABC and A’ B’'C" have the same centroid. 


Solution. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a 
point denoted by an uppercase letter (Fig. 5.8). 
Using the rotation formula, we obtain 


n’ =a+(c—a)i and m’ =a+(b—a)(-i); 
hence 


, m+n’ 2a+(c—db)i 


Likewise, 
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Figure 5.8. 


Triangles A’ B’C” and ABC have the same centroid if and only if 


CPE Coe 
3 3 . 


Since 


_ 2a+2b+2c+ (c—b+a—c+b—a)i 


/ b’ y 
a+oO+¢€ 5 


the conclusion follows. 


Problem 13. Let ABC be an acute triangle. On the same side of line AC 
as point B, draw isosceles triangles DAB, BCE, AFC with right angles at 
A, C, F, respectively. 

Prove that the points D, E, F are collinear. 


Solution. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letters the coordinates of 
the points denoted by uppercase letters. The rotation formula gives 


d=a+(b—a)(-i), e=ct+(b-c)i, a=f+(c— fyi. 


Then 


a= ate+(a—ch. dte 
~ 1-4 2 7 ae 
so points F, D, E are collinear. 


Problem 14. On sides AB and CD of the parallelogram ABCD, draw 
external equilateral triangles ABE and CDF. On the sides AD and BC, 
draw external squares of centers G and H. 

Prove that EHFG is a parallelogram. 
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Solution. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a 
point denoted by an uppercase letter. 
Since ABCD is a parallelogram, we have a+ c=6+d (Fig. 5.9). 
The rotations with 90° and centers G and H map the points A and C into 
D and B, respectively. Then d— g = (a — g)i and b — h = (c— h)i, whence 
d— ai b-c 
9= FT and h = i 
The rotations with angle 60° and centers FE and F' map the points B and 
D into A and C, respectively. Then a — e = (b—e)e and c— f = (d— fe, 


—0b —d 
where € = cos 60° + 7sin 60°. Hence e = — and f = = : 


l-e 
Observe that 
d+b— } — } 
oa + (a+eji _ (ate) (Coo er 
1-7 1-21 
and 
gp Oe OE ge 


l—-e l-e 
hence LHFG is a parallelogram. 


Problem 15. Let ABC be a right triangle with C = 90° and let D be the foot 
of the altitude from C. If M and N are the midpoints of the segments [DC] 
and |BD], prove that lines AM and CN are perpendicular. 


Solution 1. Consider the complex plane with origin at point C’, and let 
a, b, d, m, n be the coordinates of points A, B, D, M, N, respectively 
(Fig. 5.10). 

Triangles ABC and CDB are similar with the same orientation; hence 


a-d_Q-d) | _ ab 
d—-0 d—b ~ a+b 
Then 
d ab and b+d 2ab+b? 
SS. SS SS ni n= => 
m9 ~ Batd) 2. 2a+by) 
Thus 
ab 
a 2(a + b) _ 0 
eg Babb =arg(—7) = 5: 
2(a + b) 


so AM LCN. 
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E 


Figure 5.9. 
B 
N 
D 
Cc A 
Figure 5.10. 


Solution 2. Using the properties of the real product in Proposition 1, 
Sect. 4.1, and taking into account that CA L CB, we have 


we (qey 0) ( 
= (a+r) (5245) = sot 5 


(a+b) =0. 
The conclusion follows from Proposition 2 in Sect. 4.1. 


Problem 16. Let ABC be an equilateral triangle with circumradius equal to 
1. Prove that for every point P on the circumcircle, we have 


PA? + PB? + PC? =6. 
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Solution. Consider the complex plane such that the coordinates of points 
A, B, C are the cube roots of unity 1,¢,¢?, respectively, and let z be the 
coordinate of point P. Then |z| = 1, and we have 


PA? + PB? + PC? = |z—1)? + |z—e|? + |z—e?/? 
= (z-1)(2-1)+ (z-«)(Z-@) 
= 3\z/? —(l+et+e*)z-(1+24 
=3-0-27-0-z+1+1+1=6, 


as desired. 


Problem 17. Point B lies inside the segment [AC]. Equilateral triangles 
ABE and BCF are constructed on the same side of line AC. If M and 
N are the midpoints of segments AF and CE, prove that triangle BM N is 
equilateral. 


Solution. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a 
point denoted by an uppercase letter. The point F is obtained from point B 
by a rotation with center A and angle 60°; hence 


e=a+(b—a)e, where € = cos60° + 7sin 60°. 


Likewise, f = b+ (c— b)e. 
The coordinates of points M and N are 


a+b+(c—bje c+a+t(b—aje 
= 5 and n = ——, —_—. 


m 
It suffices to prove that 
n— 


; = €. Indeed, we have 
m—b=(n-—bdje 
if and only if 
a—b+(c—b)e = (c+ a— 2d)e + (b—a)e”. 


That is, 


as needed. 


Problem 18. Let ABCD be a square with center O and let M, N be the 
midpoints of segments BO, CD respectively. 
Prove that triangle AMN is an isosceles right triangle. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with center at O such that li, —1,—-i 
are the coordinates of points A, B, C, D, respectively (Fig. 5.11). 
aa al 
The points M and N have coordinates m = ; and n = 5 a so 
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a-—m 2 _ 2-1 _ 
n-m W-l-t t  -1-2 


2 2 
Then AM 1 MN and AM = NM, as needed. 


t: 


Problem 19. In the plane of the nonequilateral triangle A,A2A3 consider 
points By, Bo, Bs such that triangles A, A2B3, Az:A3B, and A3A,Bz are 
similar with the same orientation. 

Prove that triangle B; Bz Bs is equilateral if and only if triangles A; A2 Bs, 
Aj A3B,, A3A1Bg are isosceles with bases A,;A2, Az2A3, A3A, and base 
angles equal to 30°. 


Solution. Triangles A; A2B3, A2A3B,, A3A1 Be are similar with the same 


b3 — ag by — a3 bag — ay 
orientation; hence = a = z. Then 
a, — ag a2 — a3 a3 — ay, 


bs = a2 + 2(a1 — a2), b1 = a3 + 2(a2 — a3), bo = a1 + 2(a3 — a1). 
Triangle B, B2Bs3 is equilateral if and only if 
by + eb2 + "bs = 0 or 0) +: eb3 + "bo =0. 


Assume that the first is valid. 
Then we have 


b; + ebp + €7b3 = 0 if and only if 
a3 + z(a — ag) + €a, + €2z(az — a1) + €7a9 + €*z(a1 — az) = 0, ie., 


a3 +€a, + €7a9 + 2(d2 — a3 + €a3 — €a, + e7 a4 = €7a2) = 0. 
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The last relation is equivalent to 


z[a9(1 — e)(1 + €) — aye(1 — €) — a3(1 — €)|] = —(a3 + €a1 + a2), 
Leé., 


a3 + €a, +€7a 1 1 ao 
z= : , a = = —(cos 30° + isin 30°), 
(l—e)(ag3 +eai +e7a2) 1l-e V3 


which shows that triangles A; A2B3, A2A3B,, and A3A; Bz are isosceles with 
angles of 30°. 
Notice that a3 + a, + 2a #0, since triangle A, A» A3 is not equilateral. 


Problem 20. The diagonals AC and CE of a regular heragon ABCDEF are 
divided by interior points M and N, respectively, such that 

AM CN _ 

AC GE” 
Determine r knowing that points B, M, and N are collinear. 


(23rd IMO) 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at the center of the regular 
hexagon such that 1, ¢, €?, e°, e*, e° are the coordinates of the vertices 


B, C, D, E, F, A, where 


1+iV3 
os 


Le oo 
€ = Cos zsin — = 
3 3 


Since 
MC NE __1-r 
MA NC rr? 


the coordinates of points M and N are 
m=er+e%(1—r) 
and 
n=e'r+e(l—r), 


respectively (Fig. 5.12). 
m—1 


i € R*. We have 


The points B, M, N are collinear if and only if 
n—- 


m—-l=er+e(l—r)-l=er—e*(1-r)-1 


se ae r)= Lg V8 pp 1) 
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D Cc 

E B 
F A 
Figure 5.12. 


and 
aes 
n-l=er+e(1—r)-1l=-rt+ say r)-1 
1 3r iVv3 
> 2 
hence 
m—-1  -1+i¥3(2r—1) ise 


n—-1  —(148r) +iV3(1—r) 
if and only if 
V3(1 —1r) — (1+ 3r)- V3(2r — 1) =0. 


1 dl 
This is equivalent to 1—r = 6r? —r—1, ie., r? = 3" It follows that r = —. 


V3 


Problem 21. Let G be the centroid of quadrilateral ABCD. Prove that if 
lines GA and GD are perpendicular, then AD is congruent to the line segment 
joining the midpoints of sides AD and BC. 


Solution. Consider a, b, c, d, g the coordinates of points A, B, C, D, G, 
respectively. Using properties of the real product of complex numbers, 
we have 


GA L GD if and only if (a — g)- (d—g) =0, ie., 


a+b+c+d a+b+c+d 
a 4 -(d i =0 


That is, 
(3a —b—c—d)- (8d—a—b-—c)=0, 


and we obtain 
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The last relation is equivalent to 


(a+d—b-—c)-(a+d—b-—c) =4(a—d)-(a—d), ie, 


at+d b+4+cl’ 
: >| = la — d]?. (1) 


Let M and N be the midpoints of the sides AD and BC. The coordinates 


b 
of points M and N are ave and ua hence relation (1) shows that 


2 
MN = AD, and we are done. 


Problem 22. Consider a convex quadrilateral ABCD with nonparallel 
opposite sides AD and BC. Let Gi, Go, G3, G4 be the centroids of the 
triangles BCD, ACD, ABD, ABC, respectively. Prove that if AG, = BG2 
and CG3 = DG4, then ABCD is an isosceles trapezoid. 


Solution. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a 
point denoted by an uppercase letter. Setting s =a+b+c+d yields 


_b+c+d_ s-—a _8=0 _ 6 s—d 
n= 3 — <3 > g2= 3 > B= : 


The relation AG; = BG» can be written as 


la — gi| = |b — gol, that is, |4a — s| = |4b— s]. 


Using the real product of complex numbers, we see that the last relation is 
equivalent to 


(4a — s)- (4a — s) = (4b— 8): (40-8), ie, 
16|a|? — 8a. s = 16|b|? — 8b-s. 


We obtain 
2(|al? — |b?) = (a—b)-s. (1) 


Likewise, we have 
CG3 = DG, if and only if 2(|c|? — |d|?) = (c— d) - s. (2) 
Subtracting the relations (1) and (2) gives 
2(|al? — |b)? — |e? + |d|?) = (a—-b-e+d)-(at+b+e+d). 


That is, 
2(|a|? — ||? — |e|? + |d|?) = |a + dl? — |b +e)”, ie., 
2(aa — bb — cé + dd) = at + ad+ad + dd — bb — be — be — ce. 
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We obtain 
aa — ad —@d + dd = bb — be — bc + C, ie., 
la — dl? = |b—e|?. 
Hence 
AD = BC. (3) 
Adding relations (1) and (2) gives 


(lal? — [b|? — |d|? + lel?) = (a-—b-—d+.c)-(a+b+e+d), 


and similarly, we obtain 
AC = BD. (4) 


From relations (3) and (4), we deduce that AB ||CD, and consequently, ABCD 
is an isosceles trapezoid. 


Problem 23. Prove that in every quadrilateral ABCD, 
AC? . BD? = AB?.CD? + AD? BC? -2AB-BC-CD-DA:+cos(A+C). 
(Bretschneider relation, or a first generalization of Ptolemy’s theorem) 


Solution. Let z4, zB, zc, zp be the coordinates of the points A, B, C, D 
in the complex plane with origin at A and point B on the positive real axis 
(see Fig. 5.13). 
Using the identities 
(za — 2c)(zB — 2p) = —(2a — 2B) (2p — 2c) — (2a — Z) (2c — 2B) 


and 


(Za — 2c)(2B — 2p) = —(Za — 28) (2D — 2c) — (Za — 2D) (20 — Zz), 


Figure 5.13. 
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by multiplication we obtain 
AC? BI =AR’ «DC +ADs BC? +e42, 


where 


z= (za — 2B)(2p — 2c) (ZA — 2D) (20 — ZB). 


It suffices to prove that 


z+2%=-2AB-BC-CD-DA-cos(A+C). 


We have 
Za — 2p = AB(cos7 +isinz), 
zp — zc = DC{cos(2n — B— C) + isin(2z7 — B- C)], 
ZA — 2p = DAlcos(m — A) +isin(a — A)], 
and 
ZC — 2p = BC|cos(x + B) + isin(a + B)). 
Then 


z+ =2Rez =2AB-BC-CD- DAcos(5r — A—C) 
= -2AB-BC-CD.-DA.-cos(A+C), 


and we are done. 

Remark. Since cos(A + C) > —1, this relation gives Ptolemy’s inequality 
AC- BD < AB-DC+AD-BC, 

with equality only for cyclic quadrilaterals. 


Problem 24. Let ABCD be a quadrilateral and AB = a, BC = b, CD = 
C, DA= d, AC = dy, and BD = dy. 
Prove that 


d3[a?d? + b’c? — 2abcdcos(B — D)| = d?[a?b? + c?d? — 2abcdcos(A — C)]. 
(A second generalization of Ptolemy’s theorem) 


Solution. Let z4, zB, zc, zp be the coordinates of the points A, B, C, D 
in the complex plane with origin at D and point C on the positive real axis 
(see Figure 5.13 but with different notation). 

Multiplying the identities 


(zB — 2p)[(za — 2B)(2a — zd) — (20 — zB) (zo — 2p) 


= (zo — 2a): [(zB — 2a) (2B — 20) — (2p — 2a) (2D — 2c) 
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and 


(zB — 2p)|(Za — 2B) (2a — 2D) — (20 — 2B) (20 — 2D)! 
= (20 — Za): [(2B — 2a) (2B — 2c) — (2D — 2a) (2D — 20)| 


yields 


d3[a? - d* +b" -c* — (za — zB)(zA — zp) 
—(zc — 2B) (2c — 2p) (Za — 2B) 
= Bla? -b?+¢?-d? — (ze — za)(zB —2c 


—(zp — za) (zp — 2c) (zB — 2a) 


— 


zc — 2B)(Zc — ZpD) 
ZA — 2p)| 


— 


(zp — Za) (ZD — Zc) 
2B Zc)]. 


—~ Ww 


It suffices to prove that 


2Re(z4 — 2p)(Za — Zp) (Zc — ZB) (Zc — Zp) = 2abcd cos(B — D) 


and 
2Re(zB — za)(zB — 2c)(ZB — ZA) (ZD — Zc) = 2abcdcos(A — C). 
We have 
2B — 2a =alcos(7 + A+ D)+isin(n+A+t D)], 
2B — 2c = bicos(x — C) +isin(a — C)], 
Zp — 24 = d[cos(m — D) +isin(a — D))], 
Zp — 2c = C{cosm + isinz], 
Za — 2p =alcos(A+ D)+isin(A+ D)], 
Z4 — Zp =d(cosD +isinD), 
20 — 2p = b(cosB + isin B), 
20 — Zp = C(cos0 + isin 0); 
hence 


2Re(z4 — 28)(24 — Zp) (Zc — ZB) (Zc — 2D) 
= 2abcdcos(A + D+ D+ C) = 2abcd cos(27 — B+ D) = 2abcdcos(B — D) 


and 


2Re(zp — za)(2B — 20)(Zp — Za) (ZD — ZC) 
= 2abed cos(n + A+ D+ a —C4+2a—D+7) 
= 2abcd cos(4a + A — C) = 2abcdcos(A — C), 


as desired. 
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Remark. If ABCD is a cyclic quadrilateral, then B+ D = A+C = 7. 
It follows that 


cos(B — A) = cos(2B — 7) = — cos2B 
and 
cos(A — C’) = cos(2A — 77) = — cos2A. 


The relation becomes 
d5|(ad + be)? — 2abed(1 — cos 2B)] = d?[(ab + cd)? — 2abcd(1 — cos 2A)]. 
This is equivalent to 
d3(ad + be)? — 4abedd3 sin? B = d?(ab + cd)? — 2abcdd? sin? A. (1) 


The law of sines applied to the triangles ABC and ABD with circumradii 
R gives d, = 2RsinB and dg = 2Rsin A, hence d;sinA = dgsinB. The 
relation (1) is equivalent to 


d2(ad + bc)? = d?(ab + cd)”, 


and consequently, 


dg ab+cd 
dy ad + be ( ) 


Relation (2) is known as Ptolemy’s second theorem. 


Problem 25. In a plane, three equilateral triangles OAB, OCD, and OFF 
are given. Prove that the midpoints of the segments BC, DE, and F'A are the 
vertices of an equilateral triangle. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at O and assume that 
triangles OAB, OCD, OEF are positively oriented. Denote by the corre- 
sponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a point denoted by an uppercase 
letter. 

Let ¢ = cos 60° +7sin60°. Then 


b=ae, d=ce, f =e 


and 


b+e aet+c d+e ce+e f+a ee+a 
= = n= = = = F 
2 - 2 pt =9 2 


Triangle MNP is equilateral if and only if 


m+wn +w*p=0, 
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where 
w = cos 120° + isin 120° = e?. 


Because 


mt+e?n+etp=m+t+ern ep = 5(ae +e e+ ee” — ec” — ca) =0, 


we are done. 


We invite the reader to solve the following problems using complex 
numbers. 


Problem 26. Let ABC be a triangle such that AC? + AB? = 5BC?. Prove 
that the medians from the vertices B and C are perpendicular. 


Problem 27. On the sides BC, CA, AB of triangle ABC, the points 
A’, B’, C" are chosen such that 


AB BIC CA 
AC BIA CB 
Consider the points A”, B”, C” on the segments B'C’, CA’, A'B’ such that 


A"C’ CO” B’ BlA 
A” B’ OC" A! B’'C 
Prove that triangles ABC and A" B"’C" are similar. 


Problem 28. Prove that the following inequality is true in every triangle: 


R_ Mo 
kp eee 
27 he 


Equality holds only for equilateral triangles. 


Problem 29. Let ABCD be a quadrilateral inscribed in the circle C(O; R). 
Prove that 


AB? + BC? + CD? + DA? = 8R? 
if and only if AC L BD or one of the diagonals is a diameter of C(O; R). 
Problem 30. On the sides of the convex quadrilateral ABCD, equilateral 


triangles ABM, BCN, CDP and DAQ are drawn external to the figure. 
Prove that quadrilaterals ABCD and MN PQ have the same centroid. 


Problem 31. Let ABCD be a quadrilateral and consider the rotations 
Ri, Ro, R3, Ra with centers A, B, C, D through angle a in the same 
direction. 
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Points M, N, P, Q are the images of points A, B, C, D under the 
rotations R2, R3, Ra, Ri, respectively. 

Prove that the midpoints of the diagonals of the quadrilaterals ABCD and 
MNP@ are the vertices of a parallelogram. 


Problem 32. Prove that in every cyclic quadrilateral ABCD, the following 
hold: 


(a) AD + BC cos(A + B) = ABcos A+ CD cos D. 
(b) BC sin(A + B) = ABsin A-CD sin D. 


Problem 33. Let Og, I, G be the nine-point center, the incenter, and the 
centroid, respectively, of a triangle ABC. Prove that lines OoG and AI are 


perpendicular if and only if A = x 


Problem 34. Two circles w, and wz are given in the plane, with centers O, 
and Oz, respectively. Let Mj and M3 be two points on w, and wo, respectively, 
such that the lines O; Mj and O2Ms¢ intersect. Let M, and M2 be points on wy 


and w2, respectively, such that when measured clockwise, the angles MiO\M, 


poy 


and MSO2Mo2 are equal. 


(a) Determine the locus of the midpoint of {MMg]. 

(b) Let P be the point of intersection of lines O1M, and O2M2 The circum- 
circle of triangle M, PMg intersects the circumcircle of triangle O; PO2 at 
P and another point Q. Prove that Q is fixed, independent of the locations 
of Mi and Mo. 


(2000 Vietnamese Mathematical Olympiad) 


Problem 35. Isosceles triangles A3A,O2 and A,A2O3 are constructed 
externally along the sides of a triangle AyA2A3 with O2A3 = O2A, and 
O3A, = O3A. Let O1 be a point on the opposite side of line Az A3 from Aj, 
with O, A3Ao = 1 4,03A9 and O, Ap As = 1 A1O2As, and let T be the foot of 
the perpendicular from O, to A: A3. Prove that A,O, | O203 and that 


O203 ~~ Ag A3" 


AiO, 9 O1T 


(2000 Iranian Mathematical Olympiad) 


Problem 36. A triangle A, A2A3 and a point Po are given in the plane. 
We define A, = As_—3 for all s > 4. We construct a sequence of points 
Po, Pi, Po, ... such that Pypi41 is the image of Py under the rotation with 
center Ap41 through the angle 120° clockwise (k = 0, 1, 2, ...). Prove that 
if Pigs6 = Po, then the triangle A; A2A3 is equilateral. 


(27th IMO) 
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Problem 37. Two circles in a plane intersect. Let A be one of the points of 
intersection. Starting simultaneously from A, two points move with constant 
speed, each point traveling along its own circle in the same direction. After 
one revolution, the two points return simultaneously to A. Prove that there 
exists a fixed point P in the plane such that at every time, the distances from 
P to the moving points are equal. 


(21st IMO) 


Problem 38. Inside the square ABCD, the equilateral triangles ABK, 
BCL, CDM, DAN are inscribed. Prove that the midpoints of the segments 
KL, LM, MN, NK and the midpoints of the segments AK, BK, BL, CL, 
CM, DM, DN, AN are the vertices of a regular dodecagon. 


(19th IMO) 


Problem 39. Let ABC be an equilateral triangle and let M be a point in 
the interior of angle BAC. Points D and E are the images of points B and 
C under the rotations with center M and angle 120°, counterclockwise and 
clockwise, respectively. Prove that the fourth vertex of the parallelogram with 
sides MD and ME is the reflection of point A across point M. 


Problem 40. Prove that the following inequality holds for every point M 
inside parallelogram ABCD: 


MA-MC+MB-MD> AB. BC. 


Problem 41. Let ABC be a triangle, H its orthocenter, O its circumcenter, 
and R its circumradius. Let D be the reflection of A across BC, let E be that 
of B across CA, and F that of C across AB. Prove that D, E, and F are 
collinear if and only if OH = 2R. 


(39th IMO—Shortlist) 


Problem 42. Let ABC be a triangle such that ACB =2ABC. Let D be the 
point on the side BC such that CD = 2BD. The segment AD is extended to 
E so that AD = DE. Prove that 


ECB + 180° = 2EBC. 
(39th IMO—Shortlist) 


Problem 43. Let P be point situated in the interior of a circle. Two variable 
perpendicular lines through P intersect the circle at A and B. Find the locus 
of the midpoint of the segment AB. 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2010) 
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Problem 44. Let ABC be a triangle and consider the points M € (BC), 
N € (CA), P € (AB) such that 

AP BM _ CN 

PB MC NA 


Prove that if MNP is an equilateral triangle, then ABC is an equilateral 
triangle as well. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2006) 


Problem 45. Consider the triangle ABC and the points D € (BC), E € 
(CA), F € (AB), such that 

BD CE AF 

DC EA FB 
Prove that if the circumcenter of triangles DEF and ABC coincide, then the 
triangle ABC is equilateral. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2008) 


Problem 46. Exterior to a nonequilateral triangle ABC, consider the similar 
triangles (in this order) ABM, BCN, and CAP such that the triangle MNP 
is equilateral. Find the angles of the triangles ABM, BCN, and CAP. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2010) 
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Problem 1. Prove that 


T T 57 71 Or 1 
cos + COS + COS + COS + COS = 5% 
11 11 11 11 11 2 
: . as ee ee - 
Solution. Setting z = cos i + ¢sin ii implies that 
11 
3 5 7 9 2 ze —-l-<z _ 1 
Z2t2? be fp be Po] ea) an 


Taking the real parts of both sides of the equality gives the desired result. 
Problem 2. Compute the product P = cos 20° - cos 40° - cos 80°. 


Solution 1. Setting z = cos 20° + isin 20° implies z? = —1, Z = cos 20° — 
24] z+ 241 
. Then 


isin 20°, and cos 20° = : Pia cos 40° = 572? 008 80° = TA 
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pa Ste +E +) _ @-YEFERt+TVE*+ DE +) 
827 827(z2 — 1) 


Solution 2. This is a classical problem with a classical solution. Let S = 
cos 20° cos 40° cos 80°. Then 


S sin 20° = sin 20° cos 20° cos 40° cos 80° 


i 
5 sin 40° cos 40° cos 80° 


1 
7 sin 80° cos 80° 


I 


1 1 
3 cos 160° = = sin 20°. 


1 

So S — 3" 
Note that this classical solution is contrived, with no motivation. The 
solution using complex numbers, however, is a straightforward computation. 


Problem 3. Let x, y, z be real numbers such that 
sing +siny+sinz=0 and cosx+cosy+cosz =0. 
Prove that 
sin 2% + sin 2y + sin2z =0 and cos2x + cos 2y + cos2z = 0. 
Solution. Setting z1 = cosx+isinaz, zg =cosy+isiny, z3 = cosz+isin z, 
we have z1 + z2 + 23 = 0 and |zy| = |za| = |z3| = 1. 


We have 


we zk + ee = (24 + 22 +23)? — 2(21z + Zoz3 + 2321) 


1 1 1 eh Sede, oe 
= 22,2023 = + PA t 2 => 221 2923(21 + Za+ 23) 
= —2212023(21 + 22 $23) = 0. 


Thus (cos 2a + cos2y + cos2z) + i(sin2” + sin2y + sin2z) = 0, and the 
conclusion is obvious. 


Problem 4. Prove that 


cos? 10° + cos? 50° + cos? 70° = . 
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Solution. Setting z = cos 10° + isin 10°, we have z? =i and 
2 10 14 
ad +1 +1 
cos 10° = oe cos50° = = 555? 608 io Sat 


The identity is equivalent to 


24d on gl 4] x, zi441 ae: 
Qz 225 227 ae a 


That is, 


728 4 7244 p16 4 12 4 7 XK, 


Using relation z!8 = —1, we obtain 


or equivalently, 


That is, 


which is obvious. 
Problem 5. Solve the equation 


cosx + cos 2x — cos3xz = 1. 


Solution. Setting z = cosa + sina yields 


2+ 9 z+ Z 4] 
cos 2 = cos 22 = ——~— 
Qz ’ Qz22 ’ 223 


The equation may be rewritten as 


eel. ge 2541 


5 52 oe =1,ie, 244+22+2542-28-1- 223 =0. 
z z Z 


This is equivalent to 
(28 —2° — 24-429) + (2? — 27-241) =0, 


or 


Finally, we obtain 
(23+ 1)(z —1)?(2 +1) =0. 
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Thus, z = 1 or z = —1 or z? = —1, and consequently, x € {2ka|k € Z} or 


2k 
xe {m+ 2knr|k € Z} orxze {in € 2}. Therefore, 


k+1 
3 


2 
ve {knlkeZ}U{ nike zh. 


Problem 6. Compute the sums 


S= a -coskaz and T = ya -sinka. 
k=1 k=1 


Solution. We have 


n n 
14+S$+iT= S- q* (cos ka + isin kx) = SS q‘ (cosa +isinax)* 
k=0 k=0 
— 1-4 q"*! (cosa +ising)"tt 
1—qcosx —iqsinag 
1—q"*"[cos(n + 1)x + isin(n + 1)a] 
1—qcosx —iqsinag 


[1 — g”** cos(n + 1)a — ig”*? sin(n + 1)a][1 — qcosa + iqsin a] 
gq? —2qcosx+1 , 


hence 
l4Se q”t? cosnx — g”*! cos(n + 1)z — qcosz+1 
7 gq? —2qcosx+1 
and 
TH q’*? sinnaz — q’t' sin(n + 1)x + qsinz 


q? — 2qcosx+1 


Remark. If g = 1, then we obtain the well-known formulas 


na (n+ 1)a _ ne, (n+l1je 

n sin > cos “5 —— n sin > sin -—,—— 
S¢ coskx = —z and So sinks = —z 
k=1 sin py k=1 sin > 
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Indeed, we have 


> re ni a ae cos(n + 1)a — (1 — cos x) 
k=1 


2(1 — cosa) 
2 1 
7 2sin% sin . ig 2sin? 5 
= & 
4sin? = 
sin” 5 
: (2n + 1l)x sin © on cos (n+ l)ax 
in in 
= 2 ce 2 
2sin = sin = 
and 
os sinngx — sin(n + 1l)a + sina 
a sinkx = 
2(1 — cos x) 
k=1 
2 if 
x asin 5 cos 5 2sin 5 cos ( _. e 
z 
Asin? — 
sin” 5 
x (2n + 1)x _ ne, (n+1)a 
c c : 
- 08 5 — cos 5 sin sin 
2sin — 7 sin = 
2 2 
Problem 7. The points Aj, Ao, ..., Aio are equally distributed on a circle 


of radius R (in that order). Prove that Ay Aq, — A, A2 = R. 


Solution. Let z = cos + isin aa Without loss of generality, we may 


37 7 
assume that R = 1. We need to show that 2 sin qe: 2sin io dL 
In general, if z = cosa +isina, then sina = a, and we have to prove 
6 2 
z—-1l 2-1 . : 
that — = 1. This reduces to z® — z+ + 22 — 1 = iz®. Because 
tz iz 
2° =i, the previous relation is equivalent to z8— z®©+ z4—z?+1 = 0. But this 
is true, because (z® — 26 + 24 — 27 +1)(274+1) = 2° +1=0and 27+1#0. 


Problem 8. Show that 


cos Z cos + COS = 
7 7 = 
(5th IMO) 


Solution. Let z = cos = isin. Then 27 + 1= 0. Because z 4 —1 and 


2? 41 = (z4+1)(2—25 4+ 24-23 +2?-2+1) =), it follows that the second 
factor in the above product is zero. The condition is equivalent to 
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1 
2_241)= . 
2(z° —z+1) ee 
The given sum is 
2 3 
cos 7 cos = + COs = Re(z4— 2? +2). 


1 1 
Therefore, we have to prove that Re (; :) = 5 This follows from the 
—2z 


following well-known lemma. 


1 1 
Lemma. /f z=cost+isint and z 41, then Rez ar 
2% 
Proof. 
— 1 7 1 
l—z 1 -(cost+isint)  (1-—cost) —isint 
1 1 


re ene: t t t t 
2sin” 5 2i sin 5 cos 5 asin 5 (sin 5 icos 5) 


t t 
SR Ete Sal oo 
- 96 t =e 9 6 t- 
sin 5 sin 5 


Problem 9. Prove that the average of the numbers ksink®? (k = 2,4, 
6,..., 180) is cot 1°. 


(1996 USA Mathematical Olympiad) 
Solution. Set z = cost+isint. From the identity 


zt2z274---4n2™ = (2 t-te 4 (27 +-- eM 4-542" 


= Cae 2) + (24 — 22) ge g (gt 2] 


we derive the formulas 


S¢ kcos kt = 7 2 cont (1) 
kal 2 sin 5 Asin? 5 

S_ ksin kt = a am — (2) 
k=1 Asin? 5 2sin 5 


5.5 Solving Trigonometric Problems 237 
Using relation (2), one obtains 


2sin 2°44 sin 4°+---+178 sin 178°=2(sin 2°+2sin2 - 2° + ---+89sin 89 - 2°) 
sin90-2° 90cos179°\ 90. cos 179° 
Asin? 1° 2sin 1° sin 1° 


= 90cot 1°. 


Finally, 


1 
99 2 sin2° + 4sin4° +---+178sin 178° + 180 sin 180°) = cot 1°. 


Problem 10. Let n be a positive integer. Find real numbers ap and agi, k,l = 
I,n, k >1, such that 


sin? nx 


So = dor y Ap COS 2(k — lax 
eee 1<l<k<n 
for all real numbers x A mr, ME Z. 
(Romanian Mathematical Regional Contest “Grigore Moisil,” 1995) 


Solution. Using the identities 


n 
. sin nx cos(n + 1)a 
S — = 
1 pe cos 27x ie 
j=l 
and 
n 
. : sinnz sin(n + 1)x 
So = So sin2ja = - ( ; 
: sin x 
j=l 
we obtain 


; 2 
$2 : 92 = (=) 


sin x 


On the other hand, 


S? + S3 = (cos 2x + cos4x +--+ + cos2nx)? 
2 


+(sin 2x + sin 4a +---+sin 2nzx) 


=n+2 S- (cos 2ka cos 2iz + sin 2kx sin 2ix) 
1<l<k<n 
=n+2 S- cos 2(k — l)x; 


1<l<k<n 


hence 


. 2 
sIn Nz 

= 2 32 k- . 

( aa ) n+ ) cos 2(k — l)x 


1<l<k<n 
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Set a9 =n and ayy = 2, 1 <1 <k <1, and the problem is solved. 


Here are some more problems. 
Problem 11. Sum the following two n-term series for 0 = 30°: 


cos6 —_cos(26@) 
cos0 cos? 0 


cos(36) a cos((n — 1)0) 


and 


(i) 14 


(ii) cos @ cos 6 + cos? 6 cos(26) + cos? 6 cos(38) +--+ + cos” 6 cos(né). 


d 


cos? 6 cos”—1@ 


(Crux Mathematicorum, 2003) 


Problem 12. Prove that 
2 —1 
1+ cos?” (=) + cos?” (=) di veechegse” (“—**) 
n nm nm 
ann (24 (J). 
nm 


Problem 13. For every integer p > 0, there are real numbers ag, @1,.-., Gp 
with dp #0 such that 


for all integers n > 2. 


cos 2pa = ay + a4 sin? a +++: + ap -(sin? a), for alla ER. 


Problem 14. Let 
44 
S- cosn® 
_ n=l 
“44 . 
p> sin n® 
n=1 


What is the greatest integer that does not exceed 100x? 


x 


(1997, AIME Problem 11) 


Problem 15. Prove that 


S- @ cos|(n — k)a + ky] = (200875) cosn= 4 


k=0 


for all positive integers n and all real numbers x and y. 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2009) 
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Problem 16. Let k be a fixed positive integer and let 


G) = (" i. ;=0,1,...,k-1 
ae Men geoneciey 


Prove that 
2 
(se + SM cos a +... +82 cos “eer 


Qn An oe 2(k —1)r\? TY 2n 
(1) ge ae (2) gi ats (k-1) gi SA & 
+ (st sin | +S)’ sin k Feit PuSS sin i ) (2cos =) : 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2010) 


Problem 17. 


(a) Let 2,22, 23,24 be distinct complex numbers of zero sum, having equal 
absolute values. Prove that the points of complex coordinates 21, 22, 23, 24 
are the vertices of a rectangle. 

(b) Let x,y, z,t be real numbers such that sinx +siny + sinz+sint = 0 and 
cosxz + cosy + cos z+ cost = 0. Prove that for every integer n, 


sin(2n + 1)a + sin(2n + 1)y + sin(2n + 1)z + sin(2n + 1)t = 0. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2011) 


5.6 More on the nth Roots of Unity 


Problem 1. Let n > 3 and k > 2 be positive integers and consider the 
complex numbers 
Qn. . an 
Z = cos — +127s8SIn — 
n n 


and 


OSV z+22— 23 +.--4(-—1) 12. 


(a) If k is even, prove that 0” = 1 if and only ifn is even and 5 divides k — 1 
ork +1. 
(b) If k is odd, prove that 6” = 1 if and only if n divides k —1 ork +1. 


Solution. Since z 4 —1, we have 


1+ (—1)*t1z* 


_ 
1l+z 
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If k is even, then 
2K 2k _ kn f, kn. kn 
ay ar ai cos — isin — get (sin icos — 
hae (ase ee cos = (cos = + isin =) 
n n nm nr n 
. kn 
=-1 tt (cos a isin $ mY, 
cos — n n 
n 
and 
sin — 
n 
|4| = 7 
cos — 
n 
We have 
k 
|0| = 1 if and only if | sin al = |cos a) 
nr n 
That is, 


_ 9 kt 9 7 2Qkr 20 
sin“ — = cos* — or cos —— + cos — = 0. 
n n n n 


The last relation is equivalent to 


-—1 2(k+1 
cos sen cos (is Je =0, Le., aiNeed) €2Z+4+1, 
nr n n 


2(k — 1) 


or ———— € 2Z +1. This is equivalent to the statement that n is even 
n 


and 5 divides k + 1 or k — 1. Hence, it suffices to prove that 0” = 1 is 
equivalent to |0| = 1. 

The direct implication is obvious. Conversely, if |0| = 1, then n = 2t, 
t € Z,, and t divides k + 1 or k — 1. Since k is even, the numbers 
k+1, k-1 are odd; hence t = 21+ 1 andn=41+2, 1€Z. 


Then 
k-1 k-1 
6 = +1 (cos C—O + isin S97") 
n n 


and 
6” = —cos(k —1)n = 1, 


as desired. 
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(b) If & is odd, then 


Qkr Qkr kar kr betas kr 
3; —— + isin — -is 
1+ cos Z isin . cos rs (cos z zsin ’ 


j= 1+2* > 7 
ae 1 + cos a fan cos = (cos = + isin =) 
n n n n n 
kr 
“+( k-1 - s=1,) 
a a \ COS 7+7sin TY). 
cos — ue n 
We have 
k 
|0| = 1 if and only if con = |cos = ‘ 
n n 
That is, 


9 kr 9 7 2kr 20 
cos* — = cos” — so cos —— = cos —. 
n n n 


It follows that 


k+1 k-1 
aye ee ai Bs 0, 
n n 


ie., n divides k+1 ork—-1. 


It suffices to prove that 0” = 1 is equivalent to |@| = 1. Since the direct 
implication is obvious, let us prove the converse. If |@| = 1, then k+1 = 
nt, t€Z. Then k= nt+1 and 


6 = (1)! (cos UESDE fob Ge = 


n 


It follows that 


6” = (—1)**!(cos(k — 1)m + isin(k — 1)m) = (—1)**1(-1)*7! =1, 


as desired. 
Problem 2. Consider the cube root of unity 
27 pe 20 
€ = cos — +isin —. 
3 3 


Compute 
(1 +2)(1 +67)-=- (1 +2199"). 


Solution. Notice that «3? =1, «? +e+1=0 and 1987 = 662-3+1. Then 
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(l+e)(1 +e7)->- (1+ 6°") 


= Tha 4 eFhH1y (1 4 e8h+2y(1 4 e8h+3y](q 4 £1987) 
k=0 
=Tla+a+e 0+ nate =a 4ejeate rer +e] 
k=0 = (1 a 2)[2(0 ip 1)]66 = goe2 C1) fe é) 
= 2662(_¢?) — pooo + V3 = 2961 (1 + 4/3). 


Problem 3. Let ¢ £1 be a cube root of unity. Compute 


(l—e+e)(1 —e? +e*)--- (1 —e% +6"). 


Solution. Notice that 1+ ¢-+e¢? =0 and «? = 1. Hence 1 —¢€+€? = —2¢ 
and 1+ ¢—e¢? = —2¢?, 
Then 


1, if n = 0(mod3), 
l—e"+ 6% = ¢ 2c, if n= 1(mod3), 
—2e?, if n = 2(mod3), 
and the product of any three consecutive factors of the given product equals 


1 - (—2e) - (-2e?) = 2?. 


Therefore, 


(l—e+e*)(1 e* +64)--- (1-2? +2") 
Oe if n = 0(mod3), 
ltl. if mn = 1(mod3), 
2713]+2, if mn = 2(mod3). 


Problem 4. Prove that the complex number 


_ 2+ 
2-4 


z& 


has modulus equal to 1, but z is not an nth root of unity for any positive 
integer n. 


Solution. Obviously, |z| = 1. Assume for the sake of a contradiction that 
there is an integer n > 1 such that 2” =1. 
Then (2 +7)” = (2—1)”, and writing 2 +7 = (2 —17) + 2i, it follows that 
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(2—4)" = (2+4)" 
= (2—i)"4 a (24)? 2i 4+ ee a (2 — é)(2i)"-1 + (28). 


This is equivalent to 


(2i)” = (-2 +4) | . (2i—1)"-?25 +++ 4 Cy cay] 
= (-2+)(a+bi), 


with a, bE Z. 
Taking the modulus of both sides of the equality gives 2” = 5(a? + b?), a 
contradiction. 


Problem 5. Let U,, be the set of nth roots of unity. Prove that the following 
statements are equivalent: 


(a) there is a € Uy, such that 1+a€U,; 
(b) there is B © Up, such that 1— 6B € Uy. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 1990) 


Solution. Assume that there exists a € U, such that 1+a € Up. Setting 
Poy” 1 
we have 6” = i = (tay = 1, and hence 6 € Uy. 


1 
P= Tha’ 


On the other hand, 1 — 6 = 
1— 6 € Uy), as desired. 


4 and (1 — 6)” = —— = 1; hence 


(1— 6)" 


Vt 
Conversely, if 8, 1 —@B € Un, set a= —* Since a” = 


1 
(l+a)"= Bn = 1, we have a € U, and 1+ a € Uy, as desired. 
Remark. The statements (a) and (b) are equivalent to 6|n. Indeed, if a, 1+ 
a € Up, then |a| = |1+a| = 1. It follows that 1 = |1+a|? = (1+a)(1+@) = 


lt+a+@+4 la)? =1+at+a@+1=2+a4-, ie, a =—2 +i; hence 
a 
; V3 Qn |, On 
aa = rt = COS r27sin —. 
eg oy emacs 


Since (1+ a)” = 1, it follows that 6 divides n. 


1 
Conversely, if n is a multiple of 6, then both a = 5 + 4 andl+a= 


| 3 
3 + a belong to Uj. 
Problem 6. Let n > 3 be a positive integer and let ¢ £1 be an nth root of 


unity. 
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2 
(1) Show that |1 — | > pai, 
n— 
(2) If k ts a positive integer such that n does not divide k, then 
1 


n—-1 


. kr 
sin —| > 
n 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 1988) 


Solution. 
(1) We have e”? —1 = (e —1)(e”~! +---+ +41); hence taking into account 
that ¢ £1, we obtain e"—!+---+e+1=0. The last relation is equivalent 
to (e"-1-1) +---+(€-1) =—n, ie, (e —1)[e"—2 + Qe” -F +--+ (n 
2)e + (n—1)] = —n. Passing to the absolute value, we find that 
n= le—lle" 27426" 3+. --+(n—-1)| < le—1| (le? 7 | +2|e|” 2+---+(n—1)). 
Therefore, 


—1 
n<|l—e(+24---4(n—1) =p MEY, 


2 
ie., we obtain the inequality |1 — e| > ri Moreover, equality is not 
n— 
possible, since the geometric images of 1,¢,...,¢”~+ are not collinear. 


2k 2k 
(2) Consider ¢ = cos "Tt 4 isin — and obtain 
n n 


Hence 


Qka\? 2k 2k k 
jl—el? = (1 - cos 4 sin?" = 2—2c08 —" = Asin? “. 
n n n n 


Applying the inequality in (1), we see that the desired inequality follows. 
Problem 7. Let U,, be the set of nth roots of unity. Prove that 


0 if n = 0 (mod4), 
1 2, ifn=1 (mod2), 

a a ee ee er 
eu, € —4, ifn = 2 (mod4), 
2, ifn =3 (mod4). 


Solution. Consider the polynomial 


f(c) =X"-1= || (X-2). 


eCU, 


5.6 More on the nth Roots of Unity 


Denoting by P, the product in our problem, we have 


IT (€+4)(e— 4) 


Pr = II (e+2)-T] cH) ths Tl € 


eCU, 
ee IC AOS 
IFO) Cyt ei 


If n = O0(mod 4), then i” = 1 and P,, = 0. 
If n = 1(mod 2), then (—1)"~! = 1 and 


Py = (-i" — 1)" —1) = -@" — 1) = -((-I)"- 1) = 


If n = 3(mod 4), then (—1)""! = 1 and 


Py, = (-" —1)@ —1) = (@ -— 1)(—8 -1) = -@ -—1)= 
and we are done. 


Problem 8. Let 


and let 


Prove the following: 


(a) Im(z?*) = Re(z?*+1) = 0 for all k EN. 
(b) (22 +1)?"*! + (22 —1)2"41 = 0. 


Solution. We have w?”t+! = 1 and 
Ltw+w%t---+w" =0. 


Then 


1 1 
a tw tert tu tury tw? to tw") +5 


or 
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whence 
1 w”-1 
zZ=- 
2 w®™+1 
Tels ees Ss. 
(a) We have 7 = =~ = —z. Thus 22" = 22k and 22*+1 = —22k+1, The 


2t41 
conclusion follows from these two equalities. 
(b) From the relation 


we obtain 2z + 1 = —w”(2z — 1). Taking into account that w?"*! = 1, we 
obtain (2z + 1)?"t! = —(2z—1)?"*', and we are done. 
Problem 9. Let n be an odd positive integer and €9,€1,..-,€n—1 the complex 


roots of unity of order n. Prove that 


n—-1 
[[ + <2) =a"+b” 
k=0 


for all complex numbers a and b. 
(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 2000) 


Solution. If ab = 0, then the claim is obvious, so consider the case that 
a#Oandb0. 


We start with a useful lemma. 


Lemma. If €9,€1,...,€n—1 are the complex roots of unity of order n, where 
n is an odd integer, then 


n-1 
[[ (4+ Bex) = A" +.B" 
k=0 


for all complex numbers A and B. 


Proof. Using the identity 


for x = 4 yields 


(F+1)- Il (4+4), 


and the conclusion follows. 
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Because n is odd, the function f : U, — Uy is bijective. To prove this, 
it suffices to show that it is injective. Indeed, assume that f(x) = f(y). 
It follows that («—y)(a+y) = 0. Ifa+y =0, then x” = (—y)”,ie., 1 = —1, 
a contradiction. Hence x = y. 

From the lemma we have 


n-1 n-1 
[[ + <2) = [[ (+ <;) =a" +b". 
k=0 j=0 


Problem 10. Let n be an even positive integer such that 5 is odd and let 


EQ; €1, «++; En—1 be the complex roots of unity of order n. Prove that 
n-1 
[] @ + bef) = (a? +62)? 
k=0 


for arbitrary complex numbers a and b. 
(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 2000) 


Solution. If 6 = 0, the claim is obvious. If not, let n = 2(2s + 1). Consider 
a 
a complex number a such that a? = 3 and the polynomial 


fH=X"-1=(X — €0)(X — 1) +++ (X — En-1). 


We have 
ray 1\° 
#(2)-(G) (a — t€9) +++ (@— t€n-1) 
and 
a -1\° 
al *)=(+) (a + eo) +++ (@ + tén—1) 
hence 
a a 
()s(-S)=@+8)-W +4) 
Therefore, 
n-1 n—-1 a n-1 
[] @+ 7%) =o" [I (5 +<2) = 6" ]] (a? +?) 
k=0 k=0 k=0 


= org (2) ¢(-2) = oro?) 4 P= 0" (¢) + i] 
ni 


Ss s 2 
= steep a2stl 4 prstl\? a? 
= p2stl A 
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The following problems also involve nth roots of unity. 
Problem 11. For all positive integers k, define 
Un = {z € C\z* = 1}. 
Prove that for integers m and n withO<m <n, we have 
Uy UU2U---UUm C Un-m4i U Un—-m+42U++:U Un. 


(Romanian Mathematical Regional Contest “Grigore Moisil,” 1997) 


Problem 12. Let a, b, c, d, a be complex numbers such that |a| = |b| 4 0 
and |c| = |d| 4 0. Prove that all roots of the equation 


c(ba + aa)” — d(ax + ba)” =0, n> 1, 


are real numbers. 
Problem 13. Suppose that z 4 1 is a complex number such that z" =1, n> 
1. Prove that 

eS (n + 1)(2n+ 1) 


jz—1?. 
6 


(Crux Mathematicorum, 2003) 
Problem 14. Let M be a set of complex numbers such that if x, y € M, 
then ~ € M. Prove that if the set M has n elements, then M is the set of 
the iii roots of 1. 
Problem 15. A finite set A of complex numbers has the property that z € A 
implies z” € A for every positive integer n. 
(a) Prove that 2») z is an integer. 


(b) Prove that jor every integer k, one can choose a set A that satisfies the 


above condition and 3 z=k. 
ZEA 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2003) 


n-1 


= 2k 
Problem 16. Let n > 3 be an odd integer. Evaluate x ade, 
n 
k=1 
(Mathematical Reflections) 


Problem 17. Let n be an odd positive integer and let z be a complex number 
such that z2°-1 —1=0. Evaluate 


n—-1 
Bie ll 


k=0 


(Mathematical Reflections) 
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Problem 18. The expression sin2°sin4°sin6°...sin90° is equal to 
pvV'5/2°°, where p is an integer. Find p. 


Problem 19. The polynomial P(x) = (1+a+a74+...4+a17)?— 2! has 34 
complex roots of the form 


Zk = 1p [cos(2rax) + isin(27az)], k = 1,2,3,...,34, 


with 0 < ay < ag < ag <... < a34 < 1 andr, > 0. Given that ay + ag + 
ag +a4+a5 = m/n, where m and n are relatively prime positive integers, 
findm+n. 


(2004 AIME I, Problem 13) 


Problem 20. The sets A = {z: z18 = 1} and B = {w: w® = 1} are both 
sets of complex roots of unity. The set C = {zw:a€ Aand w € B} is also 
a set of complex roots of unity. How many distinct elements are in C? 


(1990 AIME, Problem 10) 
; Qr |, Qn : 
Problem 21. Let n > 3 be an integer and z = cos — + isin —. Consider 
n n 


the sets 
AST a PR ce iggy 


and 
B={li+y pies 2. Pe et te 
Determine AN B. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2008) 


5.7 Problems Involving Polygons 


Problem 1. Let 21, z2, ..., Zn be distinct complex numbers such that |z1| = 
|z2| =--: =|Zn|. Prove that 


S 


1<i<j<n 


Bi + 23 x (n — 1)(n— 2) 


a 2 


a4 BG 


Solution. Consider the points A1, Ag,..., An with coordinates 21, 22,..., Zn- 
The polygon A; A2--- A, is inscribed in the circle with center at the origin 
and radius R = |z;|. 

The coordinate of the midpoint A;; of the segment [A;Aj;] is equal to 
zy + ay 


,forl1<i<j <n. Hence 


| z4 + z,/? = 40 Ai, and |Z; = z,/? = A; As. 
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Moreover, 40A}, = 4R? — A; A¥. 
The sum 
2 
Zit a4 


D 


1<i<j<n 


zi a4 
equals 


40 A?, AR? — A; A? 1 
Y ae DS Se oe 


ft. AYAS = ee 
1l<i<j<n J 1<i<j<n J 1<i<j<n 


The AM-HM (arithmetic mean—harmonic mean) inequality gives 


Aa 5. * Agee 


pene A, Aj 
Stsg8n 1<i<j<n 


Since > A, As <n?- R?, it follows that 
1<i<j<n 


> 


as claimed. 


Problem 2. Let A, A2---An be a polygon and let ay, az, ..., Gn be the 
coordinates of the vertices A,, Ag, ..., An. If \ai| = |a2| =--- = |an| = R, 
prove that 


x la; +a,|? > n(n — 2)R?. 


1<i<j<n 
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Solution. We have 


So lata? = So (a +a;)\(G+q) 


l<i<j<n l<i<j<n 
= So (ail? + las)? + aiaz + Ga;) 
1<i<j<n 
= 2R? (3) + So aaj = =n(n—1 )R? ee Yam 
iFj t=1 g=1 
n n 
= n(n—1)R? + (> «) ps =) —nR? 
i=1 i=1 
Pe 2 
= n(n —2)R? + Se a;| > n(n—2)R?, 
i=1 
as desired. 
Problem 3. Let 21, z2, ..., Zn be the coordinates of the vertices of a regular 
polygon with circumcenter at the origin of the complex plane. Prove that there 
aret, j, kK € {1,2, ..., n} such that 2; + 2; = z if and only if 6 divides n. 


Solution. Let ¢ = cos 2= + isin 2%. Then Zp = 2+ €P, for allp=T,n. 
We have 2; + 2; = 2% “if and a ifil+e—* a ¢* i.e., 
CANE GR 5 2 ES CA MODE 


2 cos cos + 2 sin = COS +? sin 
n n n nr n 


The last relation is equivalent to 


es Le 6(k — i) =3(j —4); 


n 3 n 


hence 6 divides n. 
Conversely, if 6 divides n, let 


n n 
b=1,jg=-41,k=—-41, 
pes 6 
and we have Z; + 2; = Zz, as desired. 


Problem 4. Let 21, za, ..., 2n be the coordinates of the vertices of a regular 
polygon. Prove that 


2 2 2 
Zt ezZgte + 2), = 2120 + 2023 +°+-+- + 2nZ1.- 


Solution. Without loss of generality, we may assume that the center of the 
polygon is the origin of the complex plane. 
Let z, = z1e*—!, where 


QT QT 
€ =cos — +isin—, k=1, 
n n 
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The right-hand side is equal to 


£122 + 2223 +++ + 2Zn2Z1 = ) ZiZk+1 


n 
= 1 — 62” 
=) geek! = gigs =0 


rae 1—«? 
On the other hand 
n n 1—e2n 
Zit ezZgt t= DL = eae 2 = 0, 
k=1 k=1 
and we are done. 
Problem 5. Let n > 4 and let a1, a2, ..., Gn be the coordinates of the 


vertices of a regular polygon. Prove that 
Q1Q2 + A203 +:°+:+ Ana, = A103 + A204 +++: + Ande. 


Solution. Assume that the center of the polygon is the origin of the complex 
plane and az = aje*-!, k= 1, ..., n, where 


Qn, Or 
€ = cos — +72sSIn —. 
n n 


The left-hand side of the equality is 


3 


2 2k-1 2 ie 
ajag + A203 + +++ + Ana, = ay a 


The right-hand side of the equality is 


ik 1—«" 
a? S et = ayes > =0, 
f—< 
k=l 


and we are done. 


Problem 6. Let 21, 22, ..., Zn be distinct complex numbers such that 


21] = |22; =-++ = [al = 1. 


Consider the following statements: 


(a) 21, 22, ..-, 2m are the coordinates of the vertices of a regular polygon. 
(b) 2P + 2h pee $2 =n(-1)"t1y 22... 2n. 
Decide with proof whether the implications (a) = (b) and (b) => (a) are 
true. 
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Solution. We condider first the implication (a) = (b). 


QM. ok DT ox, * : 
Let ¢€ = cos —+isin —. Since 21, 22,..., Zn, are coordinates of the vertices 


n n 
of a regular polygon, without loss of generality we may assume that 


Ze = xe" 1 fork = 1,n. 
Then relation (b) becomes 
BE pe Aeterna jer ater rer re 


This is equivalent to 


We obtain 


1 = (-1)"*1(cos(n — 1)7 + isin(n — 1)r), ie, 1 = (—1)"*1(-1)""}, 


which is valid. Therefore, the implication (a) = (b) holds. 
We prove now that the implication (b) = (a) is also valid. 
Observe that 


|n- (—1)"412429...2n| = nlzr|-|ze]--- len] = 7; 


hence 
jap t+2gtes + 2h| =n. 


Using the triangle inequality, we obtain 


malt eh te bat] <[etl tll +--+ eh] = 1414+ 1=0; 
—___—___ 


n times 
hence the numbers z7', 23, ..., 2” have the same argument. Since |z7!| = 
|2| = +--+ = |z?| = 1, it follows that z? = 22 =--- = z” = a, where a is 
a complex number with |a| = 1. The numbers 21, 22, ..., 2n are distinct. 


Therefore, they are the nth roots of a, and consequently the coordinates of 
the vertices of a regular polygon. 


Problem 7. Let A, B, C be three consecutive vertices of a regular n-gon and 
consider the point M on the circumcircle such that points B and M lie on 
opposite sides of the line AC. 


Prove that MA+ MC =2MBcos sa 
n 


(A generalization of the Van Schouten theorem; see the first remark below) 
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Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at the center of the 
polygon and let 1 be the coordinate of Aj. 
If ¢ =cos— +isin at then e*—! is the coordinate of Az, then k = I,n. 
n n 
Without loss of generality, assume that A = A,, B = Ag, and C = A3. 
Let zy; = cost +isint,t € [0,27) be the coordinate of the point M. Since 
4 
points B and M are separated by the line AC, it follows that all <t. 
n 
Then 


t 
MA=l|zy-l|= (cost — 1)? + sin? t = V2 —2cost = 2sin 5, 


t 
MB = |e ~<|=2sin(5- 5), 
2 =n 


and 


t 2 
MC= |zm —€?| = 2sin (5- =). 
2 n 


The equality 
MA+ MC =2MBcos~ 
n 


is equivalent to 


t t 21 t T T 
2 si + 2si = 4sin {| = — — 3— 
sin 5 sin(3 =) sin (5 =) COs — 


which follows from the sum-to-product formula on the left-hand side. 


Remarks. 


(1) If m = 3, then we obtain Van Schouten’s theorem: For every point M on 
the circumcircle of the equilateral triangle ABC such that M belongs to 
the arc AC, we have 

MA+MC= MB. 


Note that this result also follows from Ptolemy’s theorem. 

(2) Ifn = 4, then for every point M on the circumcircle of the square ABCD 
such that B and M lie on opposite sides of the line AC, we have the 
relation 


MA+MC =vV2MB. 


Problem 8. Let P be a point on the circumcircle of square ABCD. Find all 
integers n > 0 such that the sum 


S,(P) = PA” + PB” + PC" + PD" 


is constant with respect to the point P. 
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Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at the center of the square 
such that A, B, C, D have coordinates 1,7,—1, —7, respectively. 
Let z = a+bi be the coordinate of point P, where a, b € R with a?+b? = 1. 
The sum S;,(P) is equal to 


Sn(E) = 2(2 — V2)? + 2(24+ V2)2. 


Since S,,(P) is constant with respect to P, it follows that 5,,(A) = S;,(£), or 
O° 49" = 2(2— v2)% ee + /2)3. 
It is obvious that 2°2 2(2 — 2)? for all n > 1. We also have 2” > 
2(24+ 2)? for alln > . The last inequality is equivalent to 


1 (24+ /2\" 
i> ( f) for n > 9. 


4 4 


The left-hand side of the inequality decreases with n, so it suffices to observe 
that 
9 
1 (? + V2 


4 
Therefore the inequality S;,(A) = S;,(£) can hold only for n < 8. Now it is 
not difficult to verify that S,,(P) is constant only for n € {2,4, 6}. 


Problem 9. A function f : R? > R is called Olympic if it has the following 
property: given n > 3 distinct points Ai, Ao, ..., An € R?, if f(A1) = 
f(Az) =--- = f(An), then the points Aj, Ag, ..., An are the vertices of a 
conver polygon. Let P € C[X] be a nonconstant polynomial. Prove that the 
function f :R? > R defined by f(x, y) =|P(a + iy)| is Olympic if and only 
if all the roots of P are equal. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2000) 


Solution. First suppose that all the roots of P are equal, and write P(x) = 
a(z — 20)” for some a, z € CandneéN. If Ai, Ao, ..., An are distinct 
points in R? such that f(Ai) = f(A2) =--: = f(An), then Ai, ..., An 
are situated on a circle with center (Re(zo), tiie) and radius */|f(A,)/al, 
implying that the points are the vertices of a convex polygon. 

Conversely, suppose that not all the roots of P are equal, and write P(x) = 
(z — 21)(z — z2)Q(z), where z, and zz are distinct roots of P(x) such that 
|z1 — Z2| is minimal. Let / be the line containing 7, = (Re(z1), Im(z1)) and 
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Zz = (Re(z2), Im(z2)), and let 23 = $(z1+22), so that Z; = (Re(z3), Im(zs3)) 
is the midpoint of [ZZ]. Also, let s1, sg denote the rays 7327, and Z3Z2, 
and let d = f(Z3) > 0. We must have r > 0, because otherwise, z3 would 
be a root of P such that |z1 — z3| < |z1 — z2|, which is impossible. Because 
f (Zs) =0, 

lim _f(Z) = +00, 


23-00 
ZEs1 


and f is continuous, there exists a point Z4 € s; on the side of Z; opposite 73 
such that f(Z4) =r. Similarly, there exists Z5 € sg on the side of Z opposite 
23 such that f (Zs) =f. Thus, f (Zs) = F(Z) = f (Zs) and 23, Za, Z5 are 
not vertices of a convex polygon. Hence f is not Olympic. 


Problem 10. In a conver heragon ABCDEF, A+ C + E = 360° and 
AB-CD-EF=BC.-DE.-FA. 
Prove that AB. FC. EC=BF.-DE-CA. 
(1999 Polish Mathematical Olympiad) 


Solution. Position the hexagon in the complex plane and let a = zp — zg, 

b=z0-2p,..., f = za—Zr. The product identity implies that |ace| = |bdf], 

and the angle equality implies that —.——.— is real and positive. Hence, 
ce 

ace = —bdf. Also, a+b+c+d+e+f =0. Multiplying this by ad and adding 

ace + bdf = 0 gives a?d + abd + acd + ad? + ade + adf + ace + bdf = 0, which 

factors as a(d + e)(c+ d) + d(a+ b)(f +a) = 0. Thus 


la(d+e)(c+d)| = |d(a+b)(f +a), 
which is what we wanted. 


Problem 11. Let n > 2 be an integer and f : R? > R a function such that 
for every regular n-gon A, A2--:An, 


f(A1) + f(A2) + +++ + f(An) = 0. 
Prove that f is identically zero. 
(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 1996) 
Solution. We identify R? with the complex plane and let ¢ = peel + 
n 
2 
isin <T Then the condition is that for every z € C and positive real number t, 
n 


at z+) = 


j=1 


5.7 Problems Involving Polygons 257 


In particular, for each of k= 1, ..., n, we have 


n 


Sfe-C+@) =0. 


jot 


Summing over é; yields 


n 


YY Pe= Cae ye0. 


m=1k=1 


For m = n, the inner sum is nf(z); for other m, the inner sum again runs 
over a regular polygon, hence is 0. Thus f(z) = 0 for all z € C. 


Here are some proposed problems. 


Problem 12. Prove that there exists a conver 1990-gon with the following 
two properties: 


(a) all angles are equal; 
(b) the lengths of the sides are the numbers 17, 27,37, ..., 19897, 1990? in 
some order. 


(31st IMO) 


Problem 13. Let A and E be opposite vertices of a regular octagon. Let an 
be the number of paths of length n of the form (Po, Pi, ..., Pn), where P; are 
vertices of the octagon and the paths are constructed using the following rule: 
Po = A, P, = E, P;, and P;41 are adjacent vertices fori =0, ..., n—1, 
and P, # E fori=0, ..., n-1. 


Prove that azn_1 = 0 and agp = (g?-+ ="). for all n= 1, 2)3,..0., 


i 
5 
where ¢ = 2+ V/2 and y = 2- V2. 

(21st IMO) 


Problem 14. Let A, B, C be three consecutive vertices of a regular polygon 
and let us consider a point M on the major arc AC of the circumcircle. 
Prove that 
MA.- MC = MB? — AB’. 


Problem 15. Let A, A2---A, be a regular polygon inscribed in a circle C of 
radius 1. Find the maximum value of T=: PA;, where P is an arbitrary 
point on circle C’. 


(Romanian Mathematical Regional Contest “Grigore Moisil,” 1992) 
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Agr, be a regular polygon with circumradius equal 


Problem 16. Let A, A2::- 
to 1 and consider a point P on the circumcircle. Prove that 


SS PAR , PAR RH = 2n. 


An, be a regular n-gon inscribed in a circle with 


Problem 17. Let A, Az... An 
center O and radius R. Prove that for each point M in the plane of the n-gon 
the following inequality holds: 

Me < (OM? + R?)2. 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2009) 


5.8 Complex Numbers and Combinatorics 


Problem 1. Compute the sum 


k= 
3n-1 3n-1 
Sy 6n ) Ry 2k i y 6n - [Ry 2k-+1 
— € +1 iV3 a 2k +1 
Tv amos Tv 6n 
cos= +72s1n =) 


= ait fay 3ye = lm [2 ( : 


1 
= —~Im[2°" (cos 27n + isin 27n)] = 0. 
alma ) 
Problem 2. Calculate the sum S, = >~ (;;) coska, where a € (0, 7]. 
k=0 


Solution. Consider the complex number z = cosa +isina and the sum 


Tes is sin ka. We have 
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n 


Spy +77, = \, @ (coska + isinka) = @ (cosa + isina)* 


k=0 k=0 
= (f)#=a+a" (1) 
The polar form of the complex number 1 + z is 


1+cosa+isina = 2cos? 5 + 2isin 5 cos 5 


9 < ( * + isin S) 
= 2cos 5 (cos5 tisins }, 


since a € [0, 7]. From (1), it follows that 


Sy +iT, = (2cos 5) (cos * + isin), 


Leé., 


oe (2 cos a) cos > and T,, = (2 cos = sin slay 


Problem 3. Prove the identity 


((5)-(3)+ () --)+((3)-(3)+ (2) ~-) a2" 


Solution. Set 


and observe that 


(1+ 4)” = ap + Yni. (1) 
Passing to the absolute value, it follows that 
len + Yai] = |(1 + 6)" = [1 + a" = 22. 
This is equivalent to x? + y2 = 2”. 


Remark. We can write the explicit formulas for 7, and yn as follows. 
Observe that 


(1+%)" = (v2 (cos 7 + isin 5) ) Oe (cos “* + isin “*) 


From relation (1), we get 


a nT n , nt 
Ln = 22 cos [ and yr, = 22 sin 
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Problem 4. [fm and p are positive integers and m > p, then 


0 Pp 2p 3p 
Hie zl kn \™ mk 
= — 1429) (cos) cos —— 
p = P p 


Solution. We begin with the following simple but useful remark: If f € RLX] 
2 2 
is a polynomial, f = a9 +a, X +---+a,X™, and e = cos +isin T isa 


primitive pth root of unity, then for all real numbers n, the following relation 
holds: 


Ag + Gpz? + dgpx?P +++. = ~(f(@) + flex) +--+ + f(e? +2). (1) 


To prove (1), we use the relation 


rok -2k 1) 4 -(p-l)k _ P; if plk, 
ee seed es a otherwise, 


on the right-hand side. 
Consider the case that p is odd. Using relation (1) for the polynomial 


f=(+x)™= @ rs (7) x44 (2s we obtain 


(o)+C) +(3 ptece 7 {(+2)"-+(L-+en)"+ -t(L+eP—ta)™) 
(2) 


Substituting z = 1 in relation (2) we obtain 


S, = (o)+(" )+(5] be QQ rte ese 4), 


2k 2k 
From e* = cos ~~" + isin —, it follows that for allk =0,1,..., p—1, 
Pp Pp 


k m 
ee og ae (cos =) (cos as + isin = ! 
Pp Pp 


Using the relation ¢?~* = e*, we obtain 
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Substituting into (3), we obtain 


p-1 3 z 


1 :\m 1 co ym —k\m 
Sp Dey =— | Utes > ter) 
P i=0 P |= k=1 
pr-l 
1 = ka \™ k k 
= 2m 4am S° (cos (cos ™ id isin *) 
Pp Pp Pp Pp 


nd ( =) ee ( mknr =) 
+2 cos — cos 7sin 
oat p p P 


. . “ae . P 
Consider now the case that p is an even positive integer. Because €2 


we have 


= —1, 


p-1 5-1 p-1 
Sp=-Soatery™== fo™4+ So teky™+ SO tek)™ 
k=0 k=1 k=241 
1 5-1 k m 
TT 
=-]2"+ Qe (cos =) (cos +isin | + 

Dp kel Dp 

5-1 k m k 

+ 2” (cos = (cos pga ) 
hal Pp Pp 
2 = m™ omk 
MART 
=— 1429 (cos) cos 
k=1 


Problem 5. The following identity holds: 


n n n ee kr\" — (n—2m)kr 
oF F tS cos —- } cos ———_——.. 
m m+p m + 2p rae! Dp D 
Solution. Let €o, €1, ..., €,—-1 be the pth roots of unity. Then 


weamdtar=Do(P)eme reer. aw 


k=0 k=0 
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Using the result in Proposition 3, Sect. 2.2.2, it follows that 


k—m tes k-—-m __ P, if p\(k —m), 
eg heat = ‘n otherwise. (2) 


Taking into account that 


ail “be eR) 


( Qnkr = ( =) . ( nkr ~ 
= | cos 7sin 2 cos — cos —— + 2sin —— 
Pp Pp Pp Pp Pp 


=— 2° (cos =) (cos =a -+7sin oS a) 
Dp Pp Pp 


and using (1) and (2), we obtain the desired identity. 


Remark. The following interesting trigonometric relation holds: 


(1) oF bs re 3dnbnen = 2)"; 
(2) a2 +.b2 +2 — anbn — bnen — CnGn = 1. 
(3) Two of the integers an, bn, Cn are equal, and the third differs by one. 


n 


Solution. 


(1) Let ¢ be a cube root of unity different from 1. We have 
(1+1)” = antbaten, (It+e)” = antbnetene”, (1+e?)" = antbne?+ené. 
Therefore, 


a3 +b3 +¢3 —3anbncn=(A@ntbntcn)(an+bné + CE?) (an + bre? + ené) 
= IPL +e)" +62)" = 2(-22)"(-)" = 2". 
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(2) Using the identity 
e+y +23 — 82yz =(etyt2\(2?+y? 4+ 2? — cy — yz — 22) 
and the above relation, it follows that 
rs + b + on = Anbn — bnen — CnQn = 1. 
(3) Multiplying the above relation by 2 we obtain 


(ay — by)? + (On — Gn)? + (Ga — Gn)? = 2. (1) 


From (1), it follows that two of an, bn, Cn are equal and the third differs 
by one. 


Remark. From Problem 5, it follows that 


1 2 1 
Gi + cos — 4 (—1)” cos =| 7 (2” + 2cos a): 


mn 3 3 3 3 
me oe" (n — 2)r i (2n — 4)r 
bn = 5 E + cos 3 + (—1)" cos - 
1 —2 
5 (2" + 2005 1°") F 
Cn = [> soe a + (—1)” cos = 


1 —4 
= 5 (2" + 200599) 


It is not difficult to see that 


Qn, = by, if and only if n =1 (mod 3), 
Qn = Cy if and only if n = 2(mod 3), 
bn = Cy if and only if n = 0(mod 38). 
Problem 7. How many positive integers of n digits chosen from the set 
{2,3, 7,9} are divisible by 3? 
(Romanian Mathematical Regional Contest “Traian Lalescu,” 2003) 


Solution. Let t,, yn, 2%, be the numbers of all positive n-digit integers 
whose digits are taken from the set {2,3,7,9} that are congruent to 0, 1, and 
2 modulo 3, repsectively. We have to find zy. 


2 2 
Consider € = cos > +isin - It is clear that tp, + yn + Zn = 4” and 


Ln + EYn +E 2n = S era eae es ee ee! he)" 1, 
Jitjet+j3st+ja=n 


264 5 Olympiad-Caliber Problems 


It follows that x,—1+ey,+e7z, = 0. Applying Proposition 4 in Sect. 2.2.2, 
we obtain t, — 1 = Yn = Zn = k. Then 3k = ty + yn + Zn — 1 = 4" —1, and 


1 
we obtain k = 34" —1). Finally, 7, =k+1= 3 (4 +2). 


Problem 8. Let n be a prime number and let a1, a2, ..., Gm be positive 

integers. Consider f(k), the number of all m-tuples (c1, ..., Cm) satisfying 

1<«q <a; and Yc; = k(mod n). Show that f(0) = f(1) =--- = f(n— 1) 
i=1 

if and only if nla; for some j € {1, ..., m}. 


(Rookie Contest, 1999) 


2 2 
Solution. Let ¢ = cos +7sin “7 Note that the following relations hold: 
n n 


[[Xe 4X24 XM) = YD Ket tem 
— 1l<c; <a; 
and 


m 


f(O)+f(l)et---+f(n—Le™! = S- elite tem — [[(+e?+:-- +2”). 


l<cj<a; i=l 


Applying the result in Proposition 4, Sect.2.2.2, we have f(0) = f(1) = 

... = f(n—1) if and only if f(0) + f(De +--+ + f(n—1)e"“! = 0. This is 

equivalent to [] (e+e? +---+e%) =0, ie, e+e? +---+e% =0 for some 
i=1 

j€{1, ..., m}. It follows that e*7 —1=0, ie., nla;. 

Problem 9. For a finite set A of real numbers denote by |A| the cardinal 

number of A and by m(A) the sum of the elements of A. 


Let p be a prime and A = {1,2, ..., 2p}. Find the number of all subsets 
BCA such that |B| = p and p|\m(B). 


(36th IMO) 


27 
Solution. The case p = 2 is trivial. Consider p > 3 and « = cos — +isin 


Pp Pp 
Denote by 2; the number of all subsets B C A with the properties |B| = p 
and m(B) = j (mod p). 
Then 


p-1 
S xe) = S emB = : ecate te. 
j=0 BCA,|B\|=p 1<c1<++-<cp<2p 


The last sum is the coefficient of X? in (X +e)(X +e7)---(X +e??). Taking 
into account the relation X? — 1 = (X —1)(X —e)---(X —e?71), we obtain 
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(X + €)(X + 67)---(X +67?) = (X? + 1); hence the coefficient of X? is 2. 
Therefore, 


p-1 
) x;e) = 2, 
j=0 


ie., to —2+a1e+-+-+2p_1e?~! = 0. From Proposition 4, Sect. 2.2.2, it follows 
that ro — 2 = a = +--+ = a%p_1 = k. We obtain pk = wp +--+ + tp_1 — 2 = 


1 
i ) — 2, and hence k = — ((” ) _ 2). Therefore, the desired number is 
Pp 


Pp Pp 


igs. = @ -2). 
p Pp 


Problem 10. Prove that the number >> & - 1) 23* is not divisible by 5 
k=0 


for any integer n > 0. 


(16th IMO) 
Solution. Since 2? = —2 (mod 5), an equivalent problem is to prove that 
5 = & - i) (—2)* is not divisible by 5. Expanding (1+i/2)?”"+! and 

then separating the even and odd terms, we get 
(1+i72)?"*1 — R, +iV2Sn, (1) 

where R, = > Ge : (—2)*. 
Passing to the absolute value from (1), it follows that 

perl an. a oS. (2) 

Since 3? = —1(mod 5), the relation (2) leads to 
R? + 282 = +3(mod 5). (3) 


Assume for the sake of a contradiction that 5;, = 0(mod 5) for some positive 
integer n. Then from (3), we obtain R?2 = +3(mod 5), a contradiction, since 


every square is congruent to 0, 1, or 4 modulo 5. 


Here are some other problems concerning complex numbers and 
combinatorics. 
i 2 
Problem 11. Calculate the sum s, = >> @ cos kt, where t € [0, z]. 
k=0 


Problem 12. Prove the following identities: 
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ay()+(")4 (2) 4 =4 (or + 28H ea) 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 1981) 


2 (8) (2)(a)e- 


1 (/5-+1)” nt (/5—1)" a . 


pie } 
5 


nal cos 5 nai cos 5 


Problem 13. Consider the integers An, Bn, Cn defined by 


The following identities hold: 


(1) A? + B2 +C? — An Bn — BnCn — CrAn = 3"; 
(2) A2 + A,B, + B2 = 37-1. 


Problem 14. Let p > 3 be a prime and let m, n be positive integers divisible 
by p such that n is odd. For each m-tuple (ci, ..., Cm), c € {1,2, ..., n}, 


m 
with the property that p| S> c, let us consider the product cy -+++Cm. Prove 
i=l - es 
that the sum of all these products is divisible by (2) : 
Pp 


Problem 15. Let k be a positive integer and a = 4k—1. Prove that for every 
positive integer n, the integer 


=("j\-(35 sical We ee a eee Gre n-1 
»=(4) (S)a+ (fe @r + is divisible by 2" ~. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 1984) 


Problem 16. Let m and n be integers greater than 1. Prove that 


1 
Fall rit COR: + 2k +... + kin) = 0. 
Raha rd Gee 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2009) 
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Problem 17. Given an integer n > 2, let dn, bn, Cn be integers such that 


Show that Cn =1 (mod 3) if and only ifn = 2 (mod 3). 


(Romanian IMO Team Selection Test, 2013) 
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Problem 1. Two unit squares Ky, Kz with centers M, N are situated in the 
plane so that MN = 4. Two sides of Ky are parallel to the line MN, and one 
of the diagonals of Kg lies on MN. Find the locus of the midpoint of XY as 
X, Y vary over the interior of K,, Ko, respectively. 


(1997 Bulgarian Mathematical Olympiad) 


Solution. Introduce complex numbers with M = —2, N = 2. Then the 
locus is the set of points of the form —(w + ai) + (y + zt), where |w], |z| < 
1/2 and |a+y|, |e — y| < V2/2. The result is an octagon with vertices 
(1 + V2)/2 + i/2,1/2+ (1 + V2)i/2, and so on. 


Problem 2. Curves A, B, C, and D are defined in the plane as follows: 


A= {le yit-P= zh, 


x2 + y? 


Yy 
B= 22 += =3 
f(x y) : Qey + age ie 
C= {(a, y): 0° — 3ay? + 3y = 1}, 
D=({(a, y) :3a°y—3c-y% =0}. 
Prove that ANB=CND. 
(1987 Putnam Mathematical Competition) 


Solution. Let z = x+ yi. The equations defining A and B are the real and 
imaginary parts of the equation z? = z~! + 37, and similarly the equations 
defining C and D are the real and imaginary parts of z° — 3iz = 1. Hence for 
all real x and y, we have (x, y) € AN B if and only if z? = z~! + 3%. This is 
equivalent to z3 — 3iz =1,ie., (x, y) ECND. 


Thus ANB=CnND. 


Problem 3. Determine with proof whether it is possible to consider 1975 
points on the unit circle such that the distance between every pair of points 
is a rational number (the distances being taken along the chord). 


(17th IMO) 
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Solution. There are infinitely many points with rational coordinates on the 
unit circle. This is a well-known result arising from Pythagorean triangles 
and the corresponding equation 


m? +n? = p?. 
Each such point A(z4, ya) can be represented by a complex number 


ZA =XAtiyaA =cosagtisinag, 


where ay is the argument of the complex number z4 and cosay,, sina, are 
rational numbers. 
Taking on the unit circle complex numbers of the form 


24, = cos2a,4 +isin2aq, 


we have for two such points 


\2%, — 23| = \/(cos 2a4 — cos 2ag)? + (sin 2a,4 — sin 2ag)? 


= /2[1 — cos2(ag —aa)] = y2 - 2sin?(ag — a4) = 2|sin(ag — aa)| 


= 2|sinag cosa, — sina, cosap| € Q. 
Answer: Yes, it is possible. 


Problem 4. A tourist takes a trip through a city in stages. Each stage 
consists of three segments of length 100 m separated by right turns of 60°. 
Between the last segment of one stage and the first segment of the next stage, 
the tourist makes a left turn of 60°. At what distance will the tourist be from 
his initial position after 1997 stages? 


(1997 Rio Plata Mathematical Olympiad) 
Solution. In one stage, the tourist traverses the complex number 
x = 100 + 100¢ + 100? = 100 — 100V3i, 
Tn, a 
where ¢ = cos = +isin =. 
Thus in 1997 stages, the tourist traverses the complex number 


1 — ¢1997 
1996 __ » ; = 
SE 


Z=U+LE+ GE +---+ HE 
Hence, the tourist ends up |z| = |xe?| = |a| = 200 m away from his initial 
position. 


Problem 5. Let A, B, C, be fixed points in the plane. A man starts from a 
certain point Py and walks directly to A. At A, he turns by 60° to the left and 
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walks to P, such that Py) A = AP,. After he performs the same action 1986 
times successively around points A, B, C, A, B, C, ..., he returns to the 
starting point. Prove that ABC is an equilateral triangle and that the vertices 
A, B, C, are arranged counterclockwise. 


(27th IMO) 


Solution. For convenience, let A,, A2, 43, Aa, As,... be A, B,C,A,B,..., 
respectively, and let Pp be the origin. After the kth step, the position P, will 


4 4 
be P, = Ap +(Pe-1— Axg)e for k = 1,2, ..., where « = cos +isin =. We 
easily obtain 
Py = (1 — €)(Ag + €Agia + e7Ap_o tees + e-1 Ay), 


The condition P = Piggg is equivalent to Ajogg + €A1ggs +-:> + et984 Ao + 
€1985 4, = 0, which as we see from keeping in mind that A, = Ay = A7 = 
SH Ag = A5 = Ag =::: 4 A3 = Ag = Ag =---, reduces to 


662(A3 + eA + €7A1) = (Lt e% +--+: + 61988)(Asg + eAg + 7A) =0, 
and the assertion follows from Proposition 2 in Sect. 3.4. 


Problem 6. Let a, n be integers and let p be prime such that p > |a| +1. 
Prove that the polynomial f(x) = x” + ax +p cannot be represented as a 
product of two nonconstant polynomials with integer coefficients. 


(1999 Romanian Mathematical Olympiad) 


Solution. Let z be a complex root of the polynomial. We shall prove that 
|z| > 1. Suppose |z| < 1. Then z” + az = —p, and we deduce that 


p=|z" + az|=[2\|2""* +a] < |2"™| + [a] $1 + Ia, 


which contradicts the hypothesis. 

Now, suppose f = gh is a decomposition of f into nonconstant polynomials 
with integer coefficients. Then p = f(0) = g(0)A(0), and either |g(0)| = 1 or 
|h(0)| = 1. Assume without loss generality that |g(0)| = 1. If 21, za, ..., 2% 
are the roots of g, then they are also roots of f. Therefore, 


1 = |g(0)| = |2122.-. 2%] = |z1||22| --- ze] > 1, 


a contradiction. 


Problem 7. Prove that if a, b, c are complex numbers such that 


(a +b)(a+c) =b, 
(b+ c)(b+a) =c, 
(c+a)(c+b) =a, 
then a, b, c are real numbers. 


(2001 Romanian IMO Team Selection Test) 
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Solution 1. Let P(x) = x° — sx? + qx — p be the polynomial with roots 
a, b, c. We have s =a+b+c, g=ab+bc+ca, p = abc. The given equalities 
are equivalent to 


sa + bc = b, 
sb+ca=c, (1) 
sc+tab=a. 


Adding these equalities, we obtain g = s—s. Multiplying the equalities in (1) 
by a, b, c, respectively, and adding them, we obtain s(a? +b? +c?) + 3p = q, 
or after a short computation, 

3p = —3s° +s? +58. (2) 
If we write the given equations in the form 


(s—c)(s—b) =), (s—a)(s—c) =c, (s—b)(s—a) =a, 


we obtain ((s — a)(s — b)(s —c))? = abc, and by performing standard compu- 
tations and using (2), we finally get 


s(4s — 3)(s +1)* =0. 


If s=0, then P(x) = 2°, soa=b=c=0. If s = —1, then P(x) = 2° +2? — 


2 4 6 
2a — 1, which has the roots 2 cos a 2 cos = 2 cos = (this is not obvious, 


but we can see that P changes sign on the intervals (—2, —1), (—1, 0), 
(1, 2) of the real line; hence its roots are real). Finally, if s = 3/4, then 


1 
32,3 


= 48 
P(t) =2 ag? vk 


which has roots a =b=c= 1/4. 


Solution 2. Subtract the second equation from the first. We obtain (a + 
b)(a—b) = b—c. Analogously, (b+ c)(b—c) = c—a and (c+a)(c—a) =a—b. 
We can see that if two of the numbers are equal, then all three are equal, and 
the conclusion is obvious. Suppose that the numbers are distinct. Then after 
multiplying the equalities above, we obtain (a+b)(b+c)(c+a) = 1, and next, 
b(b+c) = c(c+a) = a(a+b) = 1. Now, if one of the numbers is real, it follows 
immediately that all three are real. Suppose none of the numbers are real. 
Then arga, argb, argc € (0, 27). Two of the numbers arga, argb, argc 
are contained in either (0, 7) or [7, 27). Suppose these are arga, argb, and 
that arga < argb. Then arga < arg(a+0) < argb and arga < arga(a+b) < 
arg(a + b) < argb. This is a contradiction, since a(a + b) = 1. 


Problem 8. Find the smallest integer n such that ann x n square can be 
partitioned into 40 x 40 and 49 x 49 squares, with both types of squares present 
in the partition. 


(2000 Russian Mathematical Olympiad) 
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Solution. We can partition a 2000 x 2000 square into 40 x 40 and 49 x 49 
squares: partition one 1960 x 1960 comer of the square into 49 x 49 squares 
and then partition the remaining portion into 40 x 40 squares. 

We now show that n must be at least 2000. Suppose that an n x n square 
has been partitioned into 40 x40 and 49 x49 squares, using at least one of 


2m. , 20 To sont eh ? 
each type. Let ¢ = cos —+isin — and € = cos —+isin —. Orient the nxn 
square so that two sides are horizontal, and number the rows and columns 
of unit squares from the top left: 0, 1, 2,..., n-—1. ForO0 <j, k<n-1, 
write (/€* in square (j, k). If an m x m square has its top left-hand comer 
at (x, y), then the sum of the numbers written in it is 


atm—-lytm-1 
eis tay ot) (f=) 
2 Du ce (C= zai) 


jee 


The first fraction in parentheses is 0 if m = 40, and the second fraction is 0 
if m = 49. Thus, the sum of the numbers written inside each square in the 
partition is 0, so the sum of all the numbers must be 0. However, applying 
the above formula with (m, x, y) = (n, 0, 0), we find that the sum of all 
the numbers equals 0 only if either ¢” — 1 or €” — 1 equals 0. Thus, n must 
be either a multiple of 40 or a multiple of 49. 

Let a and b be the number of 40 x 40 and 49 x49 squares, respectively. 
The area of the square equals 40? - a + 49? -b = n?. If 40|n, then 407|d, 
and hence 6 > 407. Thus, n? > 49? - 40? = 19607; because n is a multiple 
of 40, n > 50-40 = 2000. If instead 49|n, then 497\a, a > 497, and again 
n? > 19607. Because n is a multiple of 49, n > 41-49 = 2009 > 2000. In either 
case, n > 2000, and 2000 is the minimum possible value of n. 


Problem 9. The pair (z1, 22) of nonzero complex numbers has the following 
property: there is a real number a € [—2,2] such that 2? — aziz. + 23 = 0. 
Prove that all pairs (z?, 23), n = 2,3, ..., have the same property. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 2001) 
Solution 1. Set t= , t € C*. The relation 2? —a2z129+23 = 0 is equivalent 
22 


t 1/4 — a? 


to t?—at+1 = 0. We have A = a?—4 < 0, whence t = < ; 


and |t] = 
2 2 n 

a 4-a Zz 
i + a 1. Ift = cosa+isina, then — = t” = cosna + isinna, 
a) 


and we can write 27” — anztzh + 23” =0, where a, = 2cosna € [—2, 2]. 


Solution 2. Because a € [—2,2], we can write a = 2cosa. The relation 
2? — az129 + 23 = 0 is equivalent to 
41 


fee 2 cosa, (1) 
22 Zl 
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and by a simple inductive argument, it follows from (1) that 


n n 
z ze 
1 2 = Deosna; 71,2, v0: 


Problem 10. Find 
— Im? 


min 7 
z€C\R Im” z 


and the values of z for which the minimum is reached. 
=a+bi, b £ 0. Then 


Solution. Let a, b be real numbers such that z 
Im(z)° = 5a4b — 1007 + b° and 


Im°z 


Setting 7 = (¢) yields 


I 5 
we, = $e? — 102 +1=5(x—1)?-4. 
Im°z 
The minimum value is —4, and it is obtained for x = 1, ie., for z = a(1+ 
i), a#0. 
Problem 11. Let 21, z2, 23 be complex numbers, not all real, such that |z1| = 
|z2| = |z3| =1 and 2(z1 + 2+ 23) — 3212923 € R. 


Prove that 


lA 


max(arg 21, arg 22, arg 23) > 


Solution. Let z, = cost, + isint,, k € {1,2, 3}. 
The condition 2 (z1 + 22 + 23) — 32122 € R implies 


(1) 


(sin t) + sin to + sin t3) = 3sin(ty + to + t3). 


TT TT 
Assume by way of contradiction that max(t1, te, t3) < 6 hence t1, t2,t3 < —. 


ty +to+t 
Let t= — = a € (0. =). The sine function is concave on [o. x): so 


1. ; _ ty tte+t 
g (sings + sintz + sint3) < sin ne (2) 


From the relations (1) and (2), we obtain 
. ty tte + t3 
n : 


sin(t, + to + t3) Zz gi 
2 3 
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Then 
sin 3t < 2sint. 
It follows that 
Asin? t — sint > 0, 


1 1 1 
ie., sin?t > —. Hence sint > 3? and then t > 6 which contradicts that 


te (0,7). 


Therefore, max(t1, te, t3) > a as desired. 


Here are some more problems. 


Problem 12. Solve in complex numbers the system of equations 


xly| + yla| = 22°, 
ylz| + z|y| = 22°, 
z|z| + x|z| = 2y?. 


Problem 13. Solve in complex numbers the following: 


u(x — y)(w— z) = 3, 


>) 


(y — 2) 
(z—y) =3. 
(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 2002) 


Problem 14. Let X, Y, Z, T be four points in the plane. The segments [XY] 
and [ZT] are said to be connected if there is some point O in the plane such 
that the triangles OXY and OZT are right isosceles triangles in O. 

Let ABCDEF be a convex hexagon such that the pairs of segments [AB], 
[CE], and [BD], |EF] are connected. Show that the points A, C, D and F 
are the vertices of a parallelogram and that the segments [BC] and [EA] are 
connected. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2002) 


Problem 15. Let ABCDE be a cyclic pentagon inscribed in a circle with 
center O that has angles B = 120°,C' = 120°, D = 130°, EF = 100°. Show that 
the diagonals BD and CE meet at a point belonging to the diameter AO. 


(Romanian IMO, Team Selection Test, 2002) 
Problem 16. A function f is defined on the complex numbers by 
f(z) = (a+ bi)z, 


where a and b are positive numbers. This function has the property that the 
image of each point in the complex plane is equidistant from that point and 
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the origin. Given that |a + bi] = 8 and that b? = m/n, where m and n are 
relatively prime positive integers, find m+n. 


(1999 AIME, Problem 9) 


Problem 17. Let F(z) = eZ ame for all complez numbers z # i, and let 
z—-74 
kn = F(Zn-1) 
ee : 1 : . 
for all positive integers n. Given that z = —> +i and zao9902 = a +7, where 


137 
a and b are real numbers, find a+ b. 


(2002 AIME I, Problem 12) 


Problem 18. Given a positive integer n, it can be shown that every complex 
number of the formr+si, where r and s are integers, can be uniquely expressed 
in the base —n+i using the integers 1,2,...,n? as digits. That is, the equation 


r+ si = Om(—n +i)™ + am—1(—n +1)" 1 4+...4 


is valid for a unique choice of nonnegative integer m and digits ag, @1,...,4m 
chosen from the set {0,1,2,...,n7}, with am #0. We write 


r+ si = (GmGm_1---4109)—n+i 


to denote the base-(—n +7) expansion of r + si. There are only finitely many 
integers k + 01 that have four-digit expansions 


k= (a3424140)—3+4i, a3 # 0. 
Find the sum of all such k. 


(1989 AIME, Problem 14) 


Problem 19. There is a complex number z with imaginary part 164 and a 
positive integer n such that 


Find n. 
(2009 AIME, Problem 2) 


Problem 20. Let u,v,w be complex numbers of modulus 1. Prove that one 
can choose signs + and — such that 


jtutvtu| <1. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2007) 
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Problem 21. Consider a complex number z, z #0, and the real sequence 


an = n> 1. 


1 
ze +—], 
gn 


(a) Show that if a, > 2, then 


An + An+2 


5 , for all n € N*. 


An+1 < 


(b) Prove that if there exists k © N* such that a, < 2, then a, < 2. 
(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2010) 


Problem 22. Consider the set M ={z€C| |z| =1, Rez € Q}. Prove that 
the complex plane contains an infinity of equilateral triangles with vertices 
in M. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2012) 
Problem 23. Let (@n)n>1 be a sequence of nonnegative integers such that 
an <n, for alln > 1, and > cos Bt = 0, for alln > 2. Find a closed 
formula for the general term of the Sequence. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2012) 


Problem 24. Let a and b be two rational numbers such that the absolute 
value of the complex number z = a+ bi is equal to 1. Prove that the absolute 
value of the complex number zn) =1+2+27+...+2"71 is a rational number 
for all odd integers n. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2012) 


Chapter 6 


Answers, Hints, and Solutions 
to Proposed Problems 


In what follows, answers and solutions are presented to problems posed in 
previous chapters. We have preserved the title of the subsection containing the 
problem and the number of the proposed problem. Taking into account the 
complexity of some problems in the chapter on Olympiad-caliber problems, 
we have included the statements of these problems before the solutions. 


6.1 Answers, Hints, and Solutions to Routine Problems 


6.1.1 Problems (p. 19) from Section 1.1: Algebraic 
Representation of Complex Numbers 


Lda) 2 + 22+ 23 = (0,4); (b)z122 + 2223 + 2321 = (—4,5); 
(c) 212923 =(-9,7); (d)z? + 23 + 23 = (—8, -10); 


Zy 22. 23 311 65 2? + #3 152 72 
ha a a 130° 83)? Oye = (oar bar 


T. Andreescu and D. Andrica, Complex Numbers from A to ... Z, 277 
DOI 10.1007/978-0-8176-8415-0_6, © Springer Science+Business Media New York 2014 
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(1,0) for n = 4k; 
h (1,1) for n = 4k + 1; 
4, S> zk = @ (0,1) forn = 4k + 2; 
k=0 (0,0) for n = 4k + 3. 


5a) z=(1,1); (b)z1 = (2,1), 22 = (—2,-1). 
62" = io —b?,2ab); 2? = (a3 — 3ab?, 3ab — b3); 
_ Gab? + bt, + b*, 4a3b — Aab®) 


a+ Va? +b? = ona 07 
22 = 5 ,—sgn b —— I 


8. For all nonnegative integers k, we have 


2'® — ((—4)*,0); 24*** = ((—4)*, -(-4)"); oF? = (0, -2(-4)"); 
gikts — (—9(—4)*, —2(—4)*); for k > 0. 


1 
O(a) 2=T y= 5 (b\e=-2, y=8 ()r=0, y=0, 
; WM «5/7: 61 4. 
10.(a) 84512; (b)4— 437; (c)2; (> = el (a5 ah Be 
11.(a) 1; (b) Fay =1, Eapsi1 =14+1, Eapse =t, Ennis = 0; (c)1; (d) —32. 
v2, v2 V2 V2 
12.(a) 41 = 3 wae 22 = es es 
2 V2 2 2 
(b) A= 2 a 2 » 2 2 + 5) 3 
V1l+V¥3 VV3-1. 
(c) a2z=+ 5 5 1). 


13. zeRorz=c+ iy with 22 +y? =1. 
14.(a) Ey = Ey; 
(b) Ey = Ep. 
15. Use substitute the formula that defines the modulus. 
16. From the identity 


3 
1 1 1 
(+2) =8+543(2+2), 
z z z 


we obtain 
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where 


Since 
a® — 3a—2 = (a— 2)(a? + 2a +1) = (a— 2)(a +1)’, 
we have a < 2, as desired. 
17. The equation |z? + Z?| = 1 is equivalent to |z? + Z?|? = 1. That is, 

1 

(2? +. 27)(z? + 2?) = 1. We obtain (2? + 27)? = 1, or (22+ —)? =1. The 
Zz 

last equation is equivalent to (z++1)? = 24, or (z4—z?+1)(z4+z74+1) = 0. 

1 v3 v3 1 


The solutions are 5° 5 and 5 5h 


18. | i wit 


19. z€ {0,1,—1, 4, —4}. 


1 1 1 

20. Observe that |— — ah 5 is equivalent to |2—z| < |z|, and consequently, 
z 

(2— z)(2—Z) < z-Z. It follows that 4 < 2(z +2) = 4Re(z), as needed. 


21. a? +b? +c? —ab— bc — ca. 


—64+721 
22.(a) pa ms (b) ra Ltd (c) z=244; 
—2+V3 1 
(d) 412. a + 5) (e) 2 = —1, 2 = —5 — 61; (f) 2 = 
139. 
—-—-— <1. 
2 2 
23. me {1,5} 


24, 2=—2y+2+iy,yER. 

25. z=a2+iy with 2? +4? =1. 

26. From |z, + 2z2| = V3 it follows that |z, + 22|? = 3, ie., (21 +22)(% + 22) = 
3. We obtain \z1|? ++ (2122 +21 22)+|20|? = 3. That is, £12242 22 = 1. On 
the other hand, we have |z1—z2|? = |z1|?—(21Z2+2122)+|z2|? = 2-1=1, 
and hence |z1 — z2| = 1. 


27. Letting « = -; ae and noticing that e? = 1, we obtain n = 3k,k € Z. 
28. Note that z = 0 is a solution. For z 4 0, passing to the absolute value, we 
obtain |z|"~1 = |z|, ie., |z] = 1. The equation is equivalent to 2” = iZ- z, 
which reduces to z” = 7. The total number of solutions is n + 1. 
29. Let 
a= |z2-23|, B=|z3-21|, y=|z21— zl. 
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Since the inequality 
ab+Byt yas? +6? +7 
holds and 
a? + 6? +9? = 3(lz1|? + [22° + |22|?) — [zr + 22 + 23 


3(|z1|? + |z2|? + |z2|? = 9R?, 
it follows that 
aB + By +70 < 9R?. 
30. Observe that 


if and only if 


This is equivalent to 


We obtain 
(u— 2)(w— 2) < (Gz —1)(uz— 1), 
Le€., 
|ul? + |z/? —|ul?|zl? -1< 0. 
Finally, 


(u?| — 1)(lzI? - 1) > 0. 
Since |u| < 1, it follows that |w| <1 if and only if |z| < 1, as desired. 
31. 22 4+ 23 + 22 = (21 + 29 + 23)? — 2(2129 + 2023 + 2321) 


1 1 1 oat Fete 
=> —221 2923 } t = 2212923 (2 + 2+ 23) = 0. 
ZL 22 23 
re 
32. The relation |z,| =r implies Z = — ee k € {1,2,...,n}. Then 
re pe 
Gries rs) (E . 
n= en AL 
2 
41 22 en 
gin 2 22+ %3 ent 21 
a 2142 28 an21 E; 
pen 4 
2122 cee zn 


hence LER. 
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33. Observe that 


Z1° 24 22° 22 23° 23 r 


and 
2122 + 23 € Rif and only if 2322 + 23 = 7: + 3%. 
Then 
r2 2122 + 23 2123 + 22 2283 + 24 
212023 2yZeat7T?2z3 2123 +7220 3 zozgt+rezy 
(21 — 1)(z2 — 23) z4—-1 Za —-1 23-1 Z1 — £2 1 


(zg -—23)(41-—1?) oy rr? zg — rr? eg — 2 zy — 20 
Hence 212223 = r?, and consequently, r? = r?. Therefore, r = 1 and 
212223 = 1, as desired. 


34. Note that x? = 73 = —1. 


(a) —1; (b)1;  (c) Consider n € {64,64 41,64 42,6443}. 
35.(a) 24+16 = 24 + 24 = (x? + 4i)(x? — 43) 


= [a? + (V2(1 + 4)? I[a? — (V2(1 + 4))?] 
= (x + V2(-1+ i) (a + V2(1 — 1) (a — V2(1 + 1))(a@ + V2(1 + i 
1 


wa 


(b) 2? — 27 = a3 — 33 = (x — 3)(x — 3€)(x 3<*), where € = —5 + 4. 


) 
2 
c) +8 =29 +23 = (x +2)(e+1+iv3)(e+1-iv3). 

(d) at +a? 41 = (a? —e)(a? — 7) = (2? — e-?) (x? — €?) 


lS 


= (& — e)(a4 + €)(x — €)(a@ + €), where ¢ = = 4+ — 


18 26 
36{a) 2? —14¢+50=0; (b)2?-C2+—=0; (ce) 27 +424+8=0. 


5 5 
37. We have 


2|21 + 29|-|zo+28| = 2|22(z1 + 2e+23)+2123| = 2|z2|-|21 + 22+ 23|+2]21|| 23], 


and likewise, 


2|z2 ae 23| : |z3 a Z1| < 2\z3||2Z1 22 23| 2|z2||21|, 


2\z3 aa Z| . |z4 Te 22| < 2|21||21 vp) 23| 2|2Z2||z3|. 


Summing up these inequalities with 


|za + zal? + |zo + 23[? + 23 + 21|? = lea|? + leol? + lzs|? + la + 22 + 23]? 


yields 
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(\z1 + 2a| + [22 + 23] + |2a + 211)? < (lza] + |22] + |za] + 21 + 22 + 2al)?. 


The conclusion is now obvious. 
38. Note that |z;| = |(2 — 2i)(y — yi) — zy| < |x — 2i||y — yi| + |2||y|. Hence 
by the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality, 


lel < Yo le - eally — vel + nlelly 
< JS le— aid ly — xl? + nelly. 


Now we have 
S 7 |a- ai]? = So (2)? + wi? + 2Re(x7)) 
= n|z|? +n =2Re (7) 


= n|z|? +n — 2nRe(zz) 


= n(1 aa z|7), 


the last equality following from Re(x7) = r% = |z|?. Thus 


Vo lenad?a/So ly—wl? + nlellyl = 21-2 VT- BP + lalla!) <2, 


where the last inequality is also proven by Cauchy—Schwarz, and we 
are done. 


6.1.2 Problems (p. 29) from Section 1.2: Geometric 
Interpretation of the Algebraic Operations 


1.(a) The circle of center (2,0) and radius 3. 


The disk of center (0,—1) and radius 1. 


1 1 
M= {(ew) € R?|x > -5}uf ew € R |r < — 5732" -y’-3< of. 


M = {(2,y) € R*| -1<y< 0}. 
M = {(az,y) € R*]|-1l<y< 1}. 
M = {(a,y) € R?|a2? + y? — 34 +2 = 0}4. 


he union of the lines with equations « = =5 and y= 0. 
2. M = {(z,y) € R?|y = 10— 2”, y > 4}. 


3. z3 = V3(1—1) and 2, = V3(1 +4). 
4. M={(2,y)€ Rc? +y?+2=0,2£40,2 1} 


U{(0,y) € R’|y £ 0} U {(-1,y) € R*|y FO}. 


4 
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5. The union of the circles with equations 


zg? +y? —2y—1=Oand 2? +y?4+2y—1=0. 


6.1.3 Polar Representation of Complex Numbers 


L.(a) r= 3y2, = irese = & Cee ee 
1 1 
(d) r= V5, t* = arctan 5th (e) r = 2V5,¢t* = arctan (-5) +n. 
16 12 
2.(a)c=1,y=Vv3; (b) t=, y=—-Fs (c)@=—-2, y= 0; 
(d)z=-3,y=0 (e)r=0,y=1 (f)e=0,y = —4. 


_\ J 27—argz,if arg z 40, 
Ss i if arg z=0; 


ha 7+arg Z, if arg z € [0, 7), 
arg(—z) ene z,if argz © [7,27). 


4.(a) The circle of radius 2 with center at the origin. 
(b) The circle with center (0,—1) and radius 2 and its exterior. 
(c) The disk with center (0,1) and radius 3. 
(d) The interior of the angle determined by the rays y = 0,2 < 0 and 


y=u,r <0. 

(e) The fourth quadrant and the ray (OY’. 

(f) The first quadrant and the ray (OX. 

(g) The interior of the angle determined by the rays y = VB x, x <0 and 
y= V3a, xz<0. 

(h) The intersection of the disk with center (—1,—1) and radius 3 with 
the interior of the angle determined by the rays y = 0,2 > O and 
y= Wer, x>0. 


Bela) ey = 12 kor Z+ising); (b)z2 = $(cos + isin 3); 
(c) 23 = cos #2 + isin 42; (d)z4 = 18 (cos + isin 34); 
(e) 25 = V13 (sor — arctan 3) + isin (27 — arctan 3 2)), 
(f) 26 = 4 (cos 32 + isin 32), 

6. (a) 21 = cos(2m — a) + isin(27 — a),a € [0, 27); 

(b) 22 = 2| cos $| - [cos (3 — $) + isin (Z — $)] ifa € [0,7); 


22 = 2| cos $| - [cos (32 — $) + isin (32 — £)] if a € (x, 27); 
(c) 23 = V2 [cos(a + @) + isin(a+ )] ifae [0, F]; 

z3 = V2 [cos (a— 4) +isin(a— %)] if ae (4, 2z); 
(d) 24 = 2sin $ [cos (% — £) + isin (3 — $)] if.a € [0, x); 


2 2 
z4 = 2sin $ [cos (2% — $) + isin (4 — $)] if a € [7, 27). 
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2\/2 (cos # + isin); (b)4(cos0 +i sin 0); 


1 
48/2 (cos 5% +isin 53); (d)30 (cos +i sin 3). 


= 14/2, argz = 42, Arge = U2 + Qka, argz = 2%, arg(—z) = 5. 
& & g 12 


12? 27 12? 
9. (a) |z| = 219 + sty, argz = 3; (b)|z| = ge, argz = 7; 
(c) |z| = 2"+1| cos 227], arg z € {0, 7}. 
10. If z =r(cost+isint) and n = —m, where m is a positive integer, then 
i re 1 1 1 cos 0 + 7sin 0 


z = 7. — = =e = . A 
zm r™(cosmt+isinmt) r™ cosmt+isin mt 


= —[eos(0 —m)t +isin(0 — m)t] = r~™(cos(—mt) + isin(—mt)) 


=r"(cos nt + isin nt). 


11. (a) 2” sin” $ [cos n(n—a) +isin BA if a € (0,7); 


2” sin” $ [cos n(r—a) +isin oA if a € [x, 2n]; 
(b) 2" + & = 2cos ™. 
12. Applying the quadratic formula to z? — (2cos3°)z + 1 = 0, we have 
2 cos 3° + V4 cos? 3° — 4 
z= 5 


= cos3° +isin3°. 
Using de Moivre theorem, we have 
77009 — cos 6000° + i sin 6000°, 


6000 = 16(360) + 240, 
so 
2700 — cos 240° + isin 240°. 
1 
2000 = Oh 
We want z + —5999 = 2.cos 240 =-l. 


z 
Finally, the least integer greater than —1 is 0. 
13. We know by de Moivre’s theorem that 


(cost + isint)” = cosnt + isinnt 


for all real numbers ¢ and all integers n. We would like, therefore, somehow 
to convert our given expression into a form from which we can apply de 
Moivre’s theorem. 

Recall the trigonometric identities 


TT " . 
COs 5 —u=sinu and sin 5 —u=cosu, 
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which hold for all real u. If our original equation holds for all t, it must 
certainly hold for t = er Thus, the question is equivalent to asking 
for how many positive integers n < 1000 we have such that 


(sie (5 —u) icon (Fu) ann (5 —u) + 400mm (5 —w) 
sin 5) U Tt COS 2 U =sinn 5) U 4cosn 2 U 


holds for all real u. From the de Moivre’s theorem we have 


SFT : 1 n ates Re os 
(sin (5 u) + icos (4 w)) = (cosu+isinu)” = cosnu+isinnu. 


We know that two complex numbers are equal if and only if both their 
real parts and imaginary parts are equal. Thus, we need to find all n such 
that 


7 T : as 
cosnu = sinn ao and sinnu = cosn Cie 


hold for all real u. Now, sinx = cosy if and only if either r+ y = . + 2kr 


orx—y= ms + 2k for some integer k. So from the equality of the real 


parts, we need either 


ri T 
nu+n (4 uw) = + 2kr, 


nut n(2 u) = 5 + 2kr, 


in which case n will depend on u, and so the equation will not hold for all 

real values of u. Checking n = 1+ 4k in the equation for the imaginary 

parts, we see that it works there as well, so exactly those values of n 

congruent to 1 modulo 4 work. There are 250 of them in the given range. 
14. Let R(x) = cosx +isina. We have 


1 vane = (2r(-$))" <a (-%), 


and thus by de Moivre’s theorem, we get 


Ln, = 2” cos (-S) = 2” cosné, 


Yn = 2” sin (-S) =—2” sinné, 


where 9 = z 


Substituting these into the given expressions, we obtain 


(a) TpVn—1 — Fn—1Un = 22" 1 sin(nd — (n— 16) = 27"-1 sind = 3 - 47-1, 
(b) &n2n—1 + YnYn—1 = 2?"~1 cos(nO — (n — 1)0) = 2?"-! cos 9 = 4"-1. 
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-4 The nth Roots of Unity 


ze = V2 (cos 34 = + isin 4 oe) k € {0,1}; 


Z4A%kn ~. Z4A2kr 
— 2 2 . 
Zp = cos 2-3 js =e {01s 
t41AkT os tekn 
Zp = cos 45 isin 4 ,k € {0,1}; 


Zh = 2 os a + isin = re k € {0,1}; 


3m veer 


= _ Leet ae etek 
Zk COs + 2Sin 


ke {0,1, 2}; 
3 (cos zpkn + isin nizke) k € {0, 1, 2}; 
aoa Ges pee 7 +isin oo) ke {0, 1,2}: 


Zk 


5T 49k .. S8412kr 
Zh = cos 43 + isin 2 —,k € {0,1, 2}; 


zo = 3t+i, 2 = (8+i)e, 22 = (3+i)e”, where 1, €,€? are the cube roots 
of 1. 


Zh = V2 (cos E+2kT AG sin ry, k € {0, 1, 2,3}; 


q 
ze = V2 (cos cipal + isin ns) ,k € {0,1, 2,3}; 
zn = cos 2424" +isin Paces ,k € {0, 1, 2,3}; 


ge V2 (cos EH PkT 4 i sin = cir) ,k © {0,1,2,3}: 

29 = 244,21 = —2-1, 22 = —14+ 21,23 = 1 — 2%. 

= cos 24= + isin #2, k € {0,1,...,n—1},n€ {5,6, 7,8, 12}. 
Consider ej; = €/,e, = e*, where « = cos = +isin 2. Then e; +e, = 
eJ+® Let r be the remainder modulo n of gtk. We have 7 +k 


pntr,r € {0,1,...,n—-1} and ej°Ek =P eae Pe = 2" Se SUR. 


i ee ae etd 
We can write €} = 5=5 € Un. 


|"s 


zp = 5 (cos 24" + isin 28") ,k € {0, 1,2}; 
2, = 2 (cos Elghs + isin Eazy ,k € {0,1, 2,3}; 


37 42k . . St 12k 
2c = 4 (cos 2+ "+isin 2+ *) hk {0, 1,2}; 


Zk = 3 (cos ztekn + isin ssate)’ ke {0,1, 2}. 


The equation is equivalent to (24 — i)(z3 — 27) = 0. 

We can write the equation as (23 + 1)(z3 +i-1) =0. 

The equation is equivalent to z© = —1 +i. 

We can write the equation equivalently as (z° — 2)(z° +i) =0. 


8. It is clear that every solution is different from zero. Multiplying by z, we 
see that the equation is equivalent to 2° — 524 + 1023 — 1022 +5z—-1= 
—1,z 4 0. We obtain the binomial equation (z — 1)? = —1,z # 0. The 


solutions are z, = 1 + cos 


GRU" 4 jin CRU = 0,1,3,4. 


6.1 Answers, Hints, and Solutions to Routine Problems 287 


9. It suffices to prove that 


graeme ly Lg? — = 
z—1 z—1 z-1? 
n a anol _ (me =e 1) _ grtl = gn-l = dies gn-l 
z—1 z—1 z-1? 
ie eed) A, ae 
z—1 z—1 z—-1 
Hence 
grtl _ x 
ge 1 on —s 
ne +...p22? 422" aie pane z—1 
z—1 z—1 
1l-z 
ee yd 
~~ z=] z-1 
10. The given condition is equivalent to 
PLeeiges a) 
Zz 2 


2-1 
that is, —————~ 
at is, PE-1) 


= 0, because z # 1. 
For n = 0 (mod 5), our product is equal to (1+1)(1+1+1)=6 


Otherwise, 


1 1 
(: ) (: gn ) A, +z gn an gan Zen( gn = 1) 


gn 
5)\n _ 
a EES. =) 
Z2n(gn — 1) 


so the answer to the problem is 


6,ifn =0 (mod 5), 
1, otherwise. 
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11. Solution 1. We have 21997 = 1 = 1(cos0 + isin0). 
By de Moivre’s theorem, we find that (k € {0,1,...,1996}) 


_ Qhkr pe Qhkr 
z= cos 1997 isin 1997) 


2 
Now let v be the root corresponding to 0 = ae and let w be the root 
2 
corresponding to 6 = are The magnitude of v + w is therefore 


20 ; 2nt Z ca be 20 ja 2nt 4 
8 \ 1997) * °°" \ 1997 I \ 1997) * "| 1997 
a eis 2m0 2nt +2si 2nnr\ . 2nt 
a ©8 \ 1997 | “°° \ 7997 iseran CEs Vc taal WKS at 


We need 


2nt 2nt hed 2mr\ . 2nt 2 V3 
s { —— — — —— —_. 
© \ 1997 } °°8 \ 1997) * *™ \ 7907) 8" \ 19907) = 2 


The cosine difference identity simplifies the above to 


( Q2nnr = Anz ) J/3 
cos > : 


1997 1997 2 


Thus 


a 1997 1997 
Im—n] <2. = 

6 27 12 
Therefore, m and n cannot be more than 166 away from each other. This 
means that for a given value of m, there are 332 values for n that satisfy 
the inequality; 166 of them greater than m, and 166 of them less than m. 
Since m and n must be distinct, n has 1996 possible values. Therefore, 


1996 = 799° The answer is then 499 + 83 = 582. 


Solution 2. The solutions of the equation 29°” = 1 are the 1997th roots 
of unity and are equal to 


2k 2khr 
+ isi = ..., 1996. 
cos (=) isin (sa) for k = 0,1,...,1996 


They are also located at the vertices of a regular 1997-gon that is centered 
at the origin in the complex plane. 


| = 166. 


the probability is 
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Without loss of generality, let v = 1. Then 


We want |v + w/? > 2+ V3. From what we just obtained, this is 


equivalent to 
2k 3 
cos se > v3 
1997/ ~ 2 


This occurs when 


IV 
IV 


ae which is satisfied by 
k = 166, 165,..., -165, —166 


(we do not include 0, because that corresponds to v). So out of the 1996 
possible k, 332 work. Thus, m/n = 332/1996 = 83/499. So our answer is 
83 + 499 = 582. 

12. Solution 1. We have the following equations: 


z 

1-—- — = 1, 
22-1 

tee aes i 
22-1 

| eee a’ 
22-14 
z ; 

— — = -1. 
22-1 


Let us work each equation separately. The first one gives 5 i - = 0, or 
z—1t 


9 

z = 0. The second one gives 2 = = or 4z — 21 = z or z = ~. The 

z—1 

z—4 . : i+] 

=torz—-t=2z7+1,orz= - ; 
—2i+1 


. The fourth one gives (1 + 7)(2z —7) = z, or z+ 2iz-1+1=0, 


i+ 1 
which gives the solution = ; 


third one gives 
31-1 


; which is 
22-1 


290 6 Answers, Hints, and Solutions to Proposed Problems 


Thus our answers are 


corn) ( 5 +1) ( 3 ett) | mtt)=(5)(S)- a 


4 
Solution 2. Ge ee = 1 has roots 21 +7, 22 +7, 23 +4, za +1. 
1 
From z4 = 1624 +...+1, we get the product of roots a 
— 24)4 

aa = 1 has roots z1 — 7, 22 —1, 23 —%, 24-1. 

4 4 65 13 
From z*+...+16 = 162*+...+81, we get the product of roots noe 


Hence 


4 4 


H@+y= He +o i)= (=) (=) == 


r=1 r=1 


Solution 3. The roots of the given equation are the same as the roots of 
the polynomial 

P(z) = (z—1)* — (2z—i)*. 
If a is the leading coefficient of P(z), in this case a = 1 — 24 = —15, then 
the desired expression is simply PO, ise), Since P(i) = —i4 = —1 and 
P(—i) = (—2i)* — (—37)4 = 16 — 81 = _65, we get 


P(i)P(-i) 65 13 
E = = — . 
a? 225 = 45 


13. Let t=1/z. After multiplying the equation by ¢1°, we have 


1+(13-t) =0=> (13-4)? = -1. 


2k+1 
a), where 
k is an integer between 0 and 9, and cis? = cos@ + isin. We have 


_ . ((2k+1)0 — ep ab Lr 
t=183 cs ( 10 =>t=13-cis 10 ; 


Using de Moivre’s theorem, we obtain 13 — t = cis 


Since cis# + cis(—0) = 2.cos@, we have 


7 2k +1 
tf = 170 — 26 cos (Sn) 


10 


after expanding. Here k ranges from 0 to 4, because two angles that sum 
to 27 are involved in the product. 
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14. 


The expression to find is 
4 (Qk+1)0 
tt = —2 —__—.. 
S| tt = 850 — 26 Dae or 


But 


so the sum is 850. 

Since the coefficients of the polynomial are real, it follows that the nonreal 
roots must come in complex-conjugate pairs. Let the first two roots be 
m,n. Since m+n is not real, m,n are not conjugate, so the other pair 
of roots must be the conjugates of m,n. Let m’ be the conjugate of m, 
and n’ be the conjugate of n. Then 


1 M+n=3-— Ai. 


By Viete’s formulas, we have that 


b=mm'+nn'+mn'+nm'+mntm'n! = (m+n)(m'+n')+mntm'n' = 51. 


.1.5 Some Geometric Transformations 


of the Complex Plane 


. Suppose that f,g are isometries. Then for all complex numbers a,b, we 


have | f (g(a)) — f (g(b))| = |g(a) —g(b)| = |a—b|, so fog is also an isometry. 


. Suppose that f is an isometry and let C be any point on the line AB. 


Let f(C) = M. Then MA = f(C)f(A) = AC, and similarly, MB = BC. 
Thus |MA— MB|= AB. Hence A, M, B are collinear. Now, from MA = 
AC and MB = BC, we conclude that M = C. Hence f(M) = M, and 
the conclusion follows. 


. This follows immediately from the fact that every isometry f is of the 


form f(z) =az+bor f(z) =az+6, with |a| = 1. 


. The function f is the product of the rotation z — iz, the translation 


z—+ 2+4-—i, and a reflection in the real axis. It is clear that f is an 
isometry. 


. The function f is the product of the rotation z + —7z with the translation 


z—7>2+14+ 21. 
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6.2 Solutions to the Olympiad-Caliber Problems 


6.2.1 Problems Involving Moduli and Conjugates 


Problem 21. Consider the set 
A={zeEC:|z| <1}, 
a real number a with |a| > 1, and the function 


f: AoA, f(ze= Bree 
zZ+a 


Prove that f is bijective. 


Solution. First, we prove that the function f is well defined, i.e., that 
|f(z)| <1 for all z with |z| <1. 

Indeed, we have | f(z)| < 1 if and only if |=4%2| < 1, ie., |1+az|? < |z+a)’. 
The last relation is equivalent to (1 + az)(1 + @Z) < (z+ a)(Z+@). That is, 
1+ |al?|z|? < Jal? + |z|?, or equivalently, (|a|? — 1)(\z|? — 1) < 0. The last 
inequality is obvious, since |z| < 1 and |a] > 1. 

To prove that f is bijective, it suffices to observe that for every y € A, 
there is a unique z € A such that 


1+ az 
f= ror ie 
We obtain 
ay—1 
z= = —f(-y), 
a—y 


and hence |z| = | f(—y)| < 1, as desired. 


Problem 22. Let z be a complex number such that |z| = 1 and both Re(z) 
and Im(z) are rational numbers. Prove that |z?"—1| is rational for all integers 
n> 1. 


Solution. Let z= cosy+isiny with cosy,siny € Q. Then 
22” _ 1 =cos2ny + isin 2ny — 1=1- 2sin? ny + 2isinnycosny — 1 


= —2sinny(sin ny — icosny) 
and 
[22 — 1] = 2|sin ny]. 


It suffices to prove that sinny € Q. We prove by induction on n that both 
sinny and cos ny are rational numbers. The claim is obvious for n = 1. 
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Assume that sinny, cosny € Q. Then 
sin(n + 1)y = sinny cosy + cosny cosy € Q 


and 


cos(n + 1)y = cosny cosy — sinny sing € Q, 
as desired. 
Problem 23. Consider the function 


_ l+ti 


f: RC, f(t) =>. 


Prove that f is injective and determine its range. 

Solution. To prove that the function f is injective, let f(a) = f(b). Then 
l+ai 1+ 
l-ai 1-bt 

This is equivalent to 1+ab+(a—6)i = 1+ab+ (b—a)i, ie., a = b, as needed. 


The image of the function f is the set of numbers z € C such that there is 
t € R with 


1+ ti 
—3 th= - 
oI Tag 
From z = ;+#, we obtain t = AGED] if z #1. Thent € Rif and only if t =f. 
The last relation is equivalent to 
z—-1 z—-—1 


i(1it+z)  —i(1+2’ 


Le€., 
—(z-1)(%@+1) =(¢+1)(%-1). 
It follows that 227 = 2, ie., |z] = 1; hence the image of the function f is 


the set {z € R||z| = 1 and z 4 —1}, the unit circle without the point with 
coordinate z = —1. 


Problem 24. Let 21, z2 € C* such that |z, + z2| = |z1| = |z2|. Compute on 
Solution 1. Let oA =te€C. Then 


|z1 + 21t| = |z1| = [zat] or [1 + ¢] = |e] = 1. 
It follows that tt = 1 and 


1=|14+¢? =(14+¢(1+8 =1+t+#41, 


whence t? +t+1=0. 
Therefore, t is a nonreal cube root of unity. 
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Solution 2. Let A,B,C be the geometric images of the complex numbers 
21, 22, 21 + 22, respectively. In the parallelogram OACB we have OA = OB = 
OC; hence AOB = 120°. Then 

22 


2 — cos 120° + isin 120° or ~ = cos 120° + isin 120°, 
Z1 Zz 


and therefore, 


a cos oF | Si z 
== — +isin—. 
ZY 3 3 
Problem 25. Prove that for all complex numbers 21, 22, ..-, Zn, the fol- 


lowing inequality holds: 


(lza| + |22] + +++ + [en] + lz + 22 +++ + 2nl)? 
> 2(lzi|? +--+ + Jen|? + ler + ze +++ + Zn”). 


Solution. We prove first the inequality 


Ze] < |z1| + [22] + +++ + [2e—a] + |2e-41] 4 t |2n| + |z1 + 224 + Zn 
for all k € {1,2,...,n}. Indeed, 
|zn| = |(21 + Za +++: + Zp_-1 + Ze Zkt1 t+++ + 2n) 


—(21 + 22 +00+ + 2e-1 + Zep + +++ + 2n)| 


S|2a + 220+ + An] + lea] to + [2a + ental +> + [nl 


as claimed. 
Set S, = |z1] +--- + |zn—1] + |zega] +---+ |2n| for all k. Then 


\zn| < Sp +|21 + 22 +:-+4+ 2n|, for all k. (1) 


Moreover, 
Jzr + zo +--+ + 2n| < Jer] + |zo] +--+ + len. (2) 


Multiplying the inequalities (1) by |z,| and the inequalities (2) by |z1 + z2 + 
+--+ 2,|, we obtain by summation 


|za|? + za]? + +++ + |enl? + ler + 22++++ + 2m? 


n n 
< Qlart22t+-+>+2nl > zal + S— |ze/Se- 
k=1 k=1 


Adding the expression 


|2a|? + |aal? +++ + len |? + lza + 20 bee +p 
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to both sides of the inequality yields 


2(|z1|? + |zal? +--+ + |2nl? + ler + 22 + +++ + 2n]?) 
S (lza] + +++ + [en] + [21 + 22 +++ + 2nl)*, 
as desired. 
Problem 26. Let z1, 22, ..., zon be complex numbers such that |z,| = |z2| = 


+++ = |2Zo,| and arg 2, < arg zg <-+- < arg zen, < a. Prove that 
|21. + 2on| < [22+ 2an—1| S*+> < [an + Znsal.- 


Solution 1. Let M1, Mo,...,Mo, be the points with coordinates 
21, 22,---,22n, and let Ay, Aog,...,An be the midpoints of the segments 
M1 Man, M2Mon-1,---,;MnMn41. 

The points M;,i = 1,2n, lie on the upper semicircle centered at 
the origin with radius 1. Moreover, the lengths of the chords M,Mo2,, 
M2Mon-1,---;MnMn-+1 are in decreasing order; hence OA,;,OA2,...,OAn 
are increasing. Thus 


22 + Z2n-1 


2 


21 + Zan 


2 


zn + en+1 
2 


< 


) 


and the conclusion follows (Fig. 6.1). 


Figure 6.1. 
Solution 2. Consider z, = r(cost, + isint,),k = 1,2,...,2n and observe 
that for every 7 = 1,2,...,n, we have 


|Z5 + Zon—j41\" = \r[(cos t, + cos tan— 741) + i(sin t, + sin ten—j+1)]I? 


— r?[(cos t; + cos ton—j+1)" + (sin t; + sin ton—j+1)"| 
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= r?[2 + 2(cos tj costen—j4+1 + sint; sin ton—7+41)] 


2 tan—j+i — bj 
ae a 


, and the inequalities 


= 2r7[1 + cos(ten—j41 — t;)] = 4r? cos 
iid 
Therefore, |2; + Zan—j+1| = 2r cos @=-3* 4 


|21 + Zon| < |Z2 + Zon—1] < +++ < len + Zn41| 


are equivalent to tan — t) > ten_1 — te > +--+: > tni1 — tn. Because 0 < ty < 
tg <--++ < ton <7, the last inequalities are obviously satisfied. 


Problem 27. Find all positive real numbers x and y satisfying the system of 
equations 


(1996 Vietnamese Mathematical Olympiad) 


Solution. It is natural to make the substitution x = u,\/y = v. The 
system becomes 


(+ata)=h 
eee 


But u? + v? is the square of the absolute value of the complex number z = 
u+iv. This suggests that we add the second equation multiplied by i to the 
first one. We obtain 


: uU— ww (3 | 
Ut w+ = : 
U 


Bo Va 


The quotient (u — iv)/(u? + v) is equal to Z/|z|? = Z/(zZ) = 1/z, so the 
above equation becomes 
1 2 Av2 
a4 = t : 
BONAR SALT 


Hence z satisfies the quadratic equation 


6.2 Solutions to the Olympiad-Caliber Problems 297 


1 (2,42) 
z (J+?) +1=0 


with solutions 


(+ =) vi (MF av), 


where the signs + and — correspond. 
This shows that the initial system has the solutions 


where the signs + and — correspond. 


Problem 28. Let z1, z2, z3 be complex numbers. Prove that z, + z2+23 = 0 
if and only if |z1| = |z2 + 23|, |z2| = |23 + 21], and |z3| = |z1 + 22]. 


Solution. The direct implication is obvious. 
Conversely, let |z1| = |z2 + 23|,|Z2| = |21 + 23|, |23| = [21 + 22]. It follows 
that 


lzi|? + |z2|* + lzs|? = ze t 237 t |z3 t 24|" { |z4 + 2|". 


This is equivalent to 


Zy2Z. + ZZ + 2323 = 22292 + ZQZ3, + ZY 23 + 2323 


t 2321 t 2123 VAVAl VAUAl 2122 ZQZ1 2222, Le., 


Ze + 29% + 2323 + 2122 + 20% + 2123 + 2123 + 2973 + Fz = 0. 
We write the last relation as 
(z1 + 22 + 23)(%1 + 22 + 2) = 0, 
and we obtain 
Fal + Z + 237 = 0, Le., Zy + Zo+ 23 = 0, 
as desired. 


Problem 29. Let z1, 22, ..., 2n be distinct complex numbers with the same 
modulus such that 


2324... 2n—12n + 212Z4---2Zn—12n °° $2120... 2%n-2 = 0. 


Prove that 
2122 + 2923 +--+ + 2Zn_12n = 0. 


Solution. Let a = |z| = |z2| =--- = |z,|. Then 


298 6 Answers, Hints, and Solutions to Proposed Problems 


a2 


Zk=—), k= 1,n, 
Zk 

and 

n—-1 n-1 

2122 + 2223 ++++ + 2Zn-12Zn = ys ZkZk+1 = > De 
ar ho Cheh+1 
at 
_— ———_(2324°++ 2n + 2124+++ Sn $ +++ + 2129°++ Zn-2) = 0; 
2122 eee zn 
hence 
2122 + 2223 +°++ + 2Zn-12n = 0, 

as desired. 


Problem 30. Let a and z be complex numbers such that |z + a| = 1. Prove 
that 
1 — 2\a|? 
pis! Jal] 
V2 
Solution. Let 


z=1ri(cost; +isint,) 


and 
@ = ro(costg + isintg). 
We have 
= |z + a| = V(ri cos ty + 172 cos tz)? + (r1 sin ty +192 sin ta)? 
= Vr + is + 2ry7r2 cos(ty = ta), 
so 
ees Oia ee 
cos(t; — tz) = pu 22 
2rire 
Then 


|z? + a?| = |r? (cos 2t + isin 2t,) + 73 (cos 2t2 + isin 2t2)| 


_ V3 cos 2t, + 73 cos 2tz)? + (r7 sin 2t; + 72 sin 2t2)? 


= [rf +r$ + 2r}r} cos 2(t — ta) 


= [v4 + r$ + 202r3(2 cos (t — t2) — 1) 


fisSipee 2 2 
=,|ritrg + 2r?r3 - (2 iS 2) _ : 
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= [2rd + 2rd +1 — 272 — ar? 
The inequality 
1 — 2la|? 
lee Ae a?| > | a | | 
V2 


is equivalent to 


Art + 4rg — 4r? — 4r2 +2 > 1 -4r2 4 4r$. 
We 


and we are done. 

Problem 31. Find the geometric images of the complex numbers z for which 
z” -Re(z) = 2" - Im(z), 

where n is an integer. 


Solution. It is easy to see that z = 0 is a root of the equation. Consider 
z=at+ib£~0,a,bER. 

Observe that if a = 0, then b = 0, and if b = 0, then a = 0. Therefore, we 
may assume that a,b 4 0. 

Taking the modulus of both members of the equation 


az” = bz” (1) 


yields |a| = |b], or a = 4b. 
Case 1. Ifa=b, (1) becomes 
(a + ia)” = (a — ia)”. 


This is equivalent to 


which has solutions only for n = 4k,k € Z. In that case, the solutions are 
z=a(l+i), a0. 
Case 2. If a= -—b, (1) may be rewritten as 


(a — ia)” = —(a+ ia)”. 
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1-4 n 
(5) Sa(4e(2) Si 


which has solutions only for n = 4k + 2,k € Z. We obtain 


That is, 


z=a(l—-i), a0. 


To conclude, 


a) if n is odd, then z = 0; 

b) ifn = 4k,k € Z, then z = {a(1+7)|a € R}, ie., a line through the origin; 
) ifn = 4k 4 2,k € Z, then z = {a(1 —1)|a € R}, i-e., a line through the 

origin. 


( 
( 


Problem 32. Let a, 6b be real numbers with a+b = 1 and let z1, z2 be 
complex numbers with |z1| = |z2| =1. 
Prove that 


lazy + bzq| > eed 


Solution. Let z; = cost; +7sint; and zg = costg +7sintg. The inequality 


az, + bza| > sal 


is equivalent to 


V(acost, + bcostz)? + (asint; + bsin tz)? 


> =./(cost; + costa)? + (sint; + sintg)?. 


Nol rR 


That is, 


2,/a2 + b2 + 2abcos(ty — tz) > \/2 + 2cos(ti — ta), iLe., 
4a? + 4(1 — a)? + 8a(1 — a) cos(t; — tg) > 2 + 2cos(ti — t2). 
We obtain 
8a? — 8a + 2 > (8a? — 8a + 2) cos(t; — tz), ie., 1 > cos(ty — t2), 


which is obvious. 
Equality holds if and only if t; = ta, ie., 2) = z2 or a=b= §. 


Problem 33. Let k, n be positive integers and let 21, 22, ..., Zn be nonzero 
complez numbers with the same modulus such that 


grea gk4...4 2% =0, 
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Prove that 
: t ! t t = 0. 
Os ae zk 
Solution. Let r = |z,| =|z2| =--- = |zn| > 0. Then 
ese Wee Wes oe a I 
a ee gin spekir- 2k p2k 
1 
~ Fak (4 t2ktes4 zh) = 0, 
as desired. 


Problem 34. Find all pairs (a,b) of real numbers such that 
(a+ bi)? =b+ai. 


Solution. Let 
a+ bi = r(cos@ + isin@). 
Then by taking the magnitude of both sides of the equation, we obtain 


that is, r=O0orr=1. 
If r = 0, then a = b= 0, and so 


(a,b) = (0,0). 
Now if r = 1, then by de Moivre’s law, 
(a + bi)” = (cos@ +isin@)” = cos(50) + isin(58). 
By trigonometric identities we also have 
b+ ai = cos(90° — 6) + isin(90° — A). 


It follows that 
56 = 90° —6 (mod 360). 


In other words, 
50 = 90° — 0 + 360°k, 


where & is an integer. 
Hence 


@ = 15° + 70k°, 
where k € Z. So k = 15,75, 135, 195, 255, 315. 
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Ge v2 _V2\ { V6é+v2 , v6Fv2 
>) ae vane 9) ? 9) ? =) 4 y eas 4 yi 
Combining the r = 0 and r = 1 cases, we get seven solutions: 


(a, b) = (0,0), (a? +2) (4 ao 2 v8 + “) . 


4 


where the signs + and — correspond. 


2 


Problem 35. For every value of a € R, find min|z* — az + al, where z EC 


and |z| <1. 


Solution. This was Problem 2, grade 10, at the 2009 Romanian National 
Olympiad, asked for just a € [2+ V2, 4]. 


a? — 4a 


a ee 
2 _az+a=0 has roots 71.2 = ~+ , and it is 


The equation z 


natural to consider various cases with respect to the values taken by a, since 
|e? —az +al =|(2-a)(z- 2), 


and if we denote by M, Aj, Ag the points of coordinates z, 21, z2, the expres- 
sion becomes MA, -M Ao. 


(1) a < 1. Then at least one of the roots 2, z2 is of magnitude at most 1; 
therefore, 


min |z? — az + al = 0, 


which is realized for the root. 
(2) a > 4. Then the roots are real and greater than 1. Setting T(1,0) and 
B(0,1)={z€C| |z| < 1}, we have 


MA; > d(A;, B(0,1)) =TA;, 
and thus 


\2*7-—az+a|=MA,-MA2>TA,-TA2=1, 


a minimum realized for z = 1. 
(3) 1<a< 4. Then a? — 4a < 0, thus the roots are complex conjugates. 


The following result will be useful. Consider the points A1(a, 3), A2(a, —8), 
and M(a,y). Then 


(MA, - MA)? = ((x — a)? + (y — 8)?)((a — a)? + (y + B)?) 
= ((c—a)? +y? + 8’)? — 467y", 


having least value when «x is closest to a. 
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Let us now compute |z* — az + a| for |z| = 1. Thus z = cos@ + isin#@. 
We have 


|z? — az +l? = |(cos? 6 — sin? 6 — acos@ + a) + i(2cos @ sin @ — asin6@)|? 


= (cos (2cos@ — a) +a — 1)? + (sin 6(2cos 6 — a))? 
= (2cos6 — a)? + 2(a — 1) cos 6(2. cos 6 — a) + (a — 1)? 


iF is 
= (2a! ~ 20-41) ~4a(“F*) +4 (cos ~ ) 


For a € [3,4], the minimum of the expression above is obtained for cos @ = 1, 
thus again for z = 1 and is 


2_az+al=1. 


min |z 
For a € [1,3], the minimum of the expression above is obtained for cos@ = 


1 
i and is 


1\2 
min 2? — az bal = (2a? — 20-41) —4a (+ ) =1- 


The value a = 2+ V2 € [3,4] is of interest. The circle y of center (a/2, 0) 
and radius 4a — a?/2, of diameter A; Az, is tangent at T(1,0) to the disk 
B(0,1). For a > 2+ V2, this allows for a special argumentation for the 
minimum of the expression |z? — az+ al being 1, obtained for z = 1, and that 
was the approach of the official solution. 


Problem 36. Let a,b,c be three complex numbers such that 
a|bc| + b|ca| + clab| = 0. 


Prove that _ 
|(a — b)(b — c)(e — a)| > 38V3]abc]. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2008) 


Solution. If one of the numbers is 0, then the conclusion is obvious. Other- 


, the hypothesis 


wise, on dividing by |abc| and setting a as ,2 Th a7 d 

a c 

becomes a+ 8 +7 = 0 and |a| = ||] = || = 1. It is a well-known fact that 

in this case, the differences between the arguments of the numbers a, 3,7 are 
27 


3 

The law of cosines now gives |a — b|? = |a|? + |b]? + |al{b| > 3]a||b| and two 
additional similar relations. Multiplication of the three inequalities yields the 
desired result. 
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Problem 37. Let a and b be two complex numbers. Prove the inequality 


[1 + ab] + |a + | > Va? — 1]/6? — 1]. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2008) 
Solution 1. By the triangle inequality, 
\1 + ab|+|la+6| > |l+ab+a+)| 


and 
|1 + ab] + |a+b| > |1+ab-—a- 9. 


Multiply these two inequalities to get 
(\1 + ab] + |a+ d|)? > (\1 + ab)? — (a +b)|, 
which is equivalent to |1 + ab] + |a + 6] > \/|a? — 1] - |b? — 1]. 
Solution 2. We have 
[1 + 2ab-+ a7b?| + |a? + 2ab + b7| > |a?b? +1 — a? — b?| = |a? — 1] - |b? — 1, 
which is equivalent to 
(\1 + ab| + Ja + B|)? > |(1 + ab)? — (a +b)? |. 


Problem 38. Consider complex numbers a, b, and c such thata+b+c=0 
and |a| = |b| = |c| = 1. Prove that for every complex number z, |z| < 1, we 
have 

3<|z-al+|z—-b|/4+|z-c <4. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2012) 


Solution. Consider points A,B,C, and M having complex coordinates 
a,b,c, and z, respectively. The triangle ABC is equilateral and inscribed 
in the unit circle centered at the origin of the complex plane O. 
To prove the left-hand inequality, we have successively 
2()0a) -3|=3. 


ye |z—al = yr |a||z—a| =). |az—aa| > iw = | = 


For the right-hand inequality, consider a chord containing M and denote by 
P,Q its points of intersection with the unit circle. Let p and q be the complex 
coordinates of P and Q. Let a € [0, 1] be such that m = ap+(1—a)q. We get 


S/|z-al = S- lap + (1-a)q—al < aS |p—al+(1—a) > |q—a, 
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sO 


Do le- al < max {$7 pal, la- al}. 
We can suppose without loss of generality that 
max {> Ip-al, > la—al =) |[p-al 


and that P is on the arc from A to C’. By Ptolemy’s relation, PA+PC = PB, 
that is, 


|p — a| + |p— el = |p— 9]. 


So lz-al < do [p—al =2\p- 4 < 4, 


which concludes the proof. 


Then 


Remark. Equality holds in the left-hand inequality when z = 0, and in the 
right-hand one when z € {—a, —b, —c}. 


6.2.2 Algebraic Equations and Polynomials 


Problem 11. Let a, b, c be complex numbers with a # 0. Prove that if the 
roots of the equation az* + bz +c =0 have equal moduli, then ab|c| = |a\be. 


Solution. Let r= |z1| = |z2]. 
The relation ab|c| = |albc is equivalent to 


ablc| __ |albc 


aala| Gaal” 


This relation can be written as 


That is, 
—(21+ 22) - |\eize| = —@i + £2) +2129, 1.e., 
(2, + x2)r" = |a1|?ar2 + 21 \22|". 


It follows that 


(ay + x2)r? = (21 + 2)r?, 


which is certainly true. 
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Problem 12. Let 2, z2 be the roots of the equation z* + z+1=0, and let 

23, 24 be the roots of the equation z2 —z+1=0. Find all integers n such 

that 27 + 23 = 23 + 27. 

Solution. Observe that z? = 23 = 1 and 23 = z? = —-1. Ifn =6k+r, with 

k €Zandr € {0,1, 2,3, 4,5}, then 2? + 22 = z2f +25 and z} +2? = 284 2]. 
The equality z? + 2¢ = 23 + 27 is equivalent to z[ + 75 = 23 + 24 and 

holds only for r € {0, 2,4}. Indeed, 

(i) ifr =0, then z? + 29 =2 = 29 + 29; 

(ii) if r = 2, then 22 + 23 = (2, + z2)% — 2z122 = (-1)? - 2-1 =-—1 and 


23 + 2} = (23 + 24)? — 2zgz4 = 1? -2-1=-1; 
(iii) ifr = 4, then 2f + 23 = 2 + 2 = —1 and 24 + 24 = —(z3 + 24) = 
—(41)=-1. 


The other cases are as follows: 


(iv) r= 1: then 23 +22 =—-1LA2z+2=1; 
(v) r=3: then 27+ 23 =141=24234+23=-1 = —2; 
(vi) r=5: then 2? + 28 = 224+ 22 =-1LA23422 = —(23 4-22) =1. 


Therefore, the desired numbers are the even numbers. 


Problem 13. Consider the equation with real coefficients 


and denote by 21, %2,..., x6 the roots of the equation. 
Prove that 


6 
[[@ +1)=(2a—c)*. 


k=1 


Solution. Let 


f(x) = 2° + ax? + br* + cx? + ba? + ag +1 


6 6 
= [[(@ - 2x) = [[(& -»), for alla € C. 


k=1 k=l 
We have 


= (1° + ai® + bi* + ci + bi? + ai +:1)- (18 — at? + bi* — ci? + Bi? — ai +1) 
= (2ai — ci)(—2ai + ci) = (2a —c)’, 
as desired. 


Problem 14. Let a and b be complex numbers and let P(z) = az? + bz +1. 
Prove that there exists 29 € C with |zo| = 1 such that |P(zo)| > 1+ fal. 
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Solution. For a complex number z with |z| = 1, observe that 


P(z) + P(—z) = az? + bz +i+ az? — bz +4 = 2(az? +2). 
It suffices to choose zo such that azj = |ali. Let 
a= |a|(cost+isint), t € [0,27). 


The equation az? = |a|i is equivalent to 


2 as .. (7 
2 = cos (7 t) +isin (F t). 


= T t i eck T t 
Zz = COs a isin a Ss 
and we are done. 


Therefore, we have 


Set 


P(z0) + P(—20) = 2(\z|é +7) = 2i(1 + |al). 
Passing to absolute values, it follows that 
|P(zo)| + |P(—z0)| = 2(1 + Jal). 


That is, |P(zo)| > 1+ |a| or |P(—zo)| > 1+ lal. 
Note that |zo| = | — zo| = 1, as needed. 


Problem 15. Find all polynomials f with real coefficients satisfying, for ev- 
ery real number x, the relation f(x) f (2x7) = f(2x34+ 2). 


(21st IMO—Shortlist) 


Solution. Let z be a complex root of the polynomial f. From the given 
relation, it follows that 2z* + z is also a root of f. Observe that if |z| > 1, 
then 


[22° + 2| = |z||22? +1] > |2|(2|z|? — 1). > |e. 


Hence, if f has a root z; with |z;| > 1, then f has a root z2 = 22) + 2 with 
|z2| > |z1|. We can continue this procedure and obtain an infinite number of 
roots of f, namely 21, 22,... with |z1| < |z2| < ---, a contradiction. Therefore, 
all roots of f satisfy |z| < 1. 

We will show that f is not divisible by x. Assume, for the sake of a con- 
tradiction, the contrary and choose the greatest k > 1 with the property that 
x* divides f. It follows that f(x) = «*(a + xg(x)) with a 4 0; hence 


f(2z") = a* (ay + gk+1 4? 9(227)) = &* (ay + 2g,(x)) 


308 6 Answers, Hints, and Solutions to Proposed Problems 


and 


f(2a° +a) = w* (2a? + 1)¥(a + (22? + 1)ag(x)) = 2*(a + 292(2)), 
where g, 91,92 are polynomials and a, 4 0 is a real number. The relation 
f(x) f (2x?) = f(2x3 + x) is equivalent to x*(a + xg(x))x?* (a1 + xgi(z)) = 
x*(a + xg2(x)), which is not possible for a 4 0 and k > 0. Let m be the 
degree of polynomial f. The polynomials f (2x?) and f (2x? +) have degrees 
2m and 3m, respectively. 

If f(x) = bmx” +--+-+bo, then f (2x?) = 2x? +--+ and f(2x ae 
2" bya?” +--+. From the given relation, we obtain bm - 2” - bm sie 0 
hence b,, = 1. Again using the given relation, it follows that Po y= = a ), 
Le., be = bo; hence bo = 1. 

The product of the roots of the polynomial f is +1. Taking into account 
that for every root z of f we have |z| < 1, it follows that the roots of f have 
modulus 1. 

Consider z a root of f. Then |z| = 1 and 1 = |2z3 + z| = |z||22?+ 1] = 
|222 + 1| > [222] — 1 = 2|z|? - 1 = 1. Equality is possible if and only if the 
complex numbers 2z? and —1 have the same argument; that is, z = +7. 

Because f has real coefficients and its roots are +2, it follows that f is of 
the form (x? + 1)” for some positive integer n. Using the identity 


(x? + 1)(4a* +1) = (222 +2)? +1, 


we obtain that the desired polynomials are f(x) = (a? + 1)", where n is an 
arbitrary positive integer. 


Problem 16. Find all complex numbers z such that 
(g-27)(1+2+27) = 2 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2013) 


Solution. From the well-known identity 


(ety) =a" +y" + Tay(e t+ y)(2" + ay ty)’, 


we deduce 
(1—2)' =1-—2'? —72(1—z)1—2z+27). 
Hence our equation is equivalent to (1 — z)’ = —2’, that is, 
7 
1 
(-2+1) =1 
z 
It follows that 
1 k . 2kn 


2 
SERA Gig ein RO at 
Zk 7 7 


6.2 Solutions to the Olympiad-Caliber Problems 309 


This reduces to 


1 2k 2k k 
= 1- cos i 7sin = = 2sin? a 27 sin = cos Be 


which is equivalent to 


kn . . kr 

7 1 7 cos 7 +7sin 7 
an 218i a cos RR sin BE) 27 sin i 
71sin V1sin ro Bae, 
7 er: 7 


1 k 
=3(-1+ ier), k=0,1,...,6. 


Problem 17. Determine all pairs (z,n) such that 
+27 +..+2" = nal, 
where z € C and |z| € Z,. 
(Mathematical Reflections, 2008) 


Solution. For n = 1, we obtain z = |z|, and (z,1) is a solution iff z € ZT. 
For |z| = 1, we obtain 


n= |zt2?t...+2" < le/tl2P+...4 |e" =n, 


with equality iff all z* are collinear, ie., iff 2 € R, and (1,n) is the only 
possible solution with |z| = 1, but it is valid for every positive integer n. 
These solutions may be considered “trivial.” 

Let us now look for nontrivial solutions. For n = 2, the equation becomes 
z+ 27 =2\z|, which after expressing 


z = |z|(cos@ + isin @) 
and separating into real and imaginary parts yields 
cos 6 + |z|cos(20) = 2 and siné@ +4 |z|sin(26) = 0. 


The latter results in either 


sin@ = 0 or cos? = —~——, 
2|z| 


the second option yielding 


1 — 2|z|? 


cos(20) = 2cos? 9-1 = ep 
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Insertion into the former yields |z| = -—2, which is obviously absurd. 
So sin @ = 0, resulting in |z| = 2+1 = 3 when cos@ = —1, and |z| =2—-1=1 
when cos@ = 1, for the trivial solution (1,2) and the additional solution 
(—3, 2). 
If |z| > 1, consider n|z|(z — 1) = z"*! — z, which after expressing 
z = |z|(cos@ + isin @) 
and separating real and imaginary parts yields 
|z|" cos((n + 1)@) = (n|z| +1) cosd—n, 
|z|" sin((n + 1)0) = (n|z| + 1) sind. 


Squaring both equations and adding them, we obtain 


lz|" = V(nlz| + 1)? +n? — 2n(nlz| + 1) cos < nlz| +n4+1, 


with equality iff cos@ = —1. The derivatives of |z|” and n|z| +n +1 with 
n 


respect to n are respectively |z|"In|z| > En > |z|"~1 and |z| + 1, where 


we have used that |z| > 2 and In2 > a since 4 > e. Note that for n > 3 
and |z| > 2, |z|"~' > 2\z| > |z| +1, and since for n = 3, |z| = 3, we 
obtain |z|" = 27 > 138 = niz| +41, and for n = 4, |z| = 2, we obtain 
\z|" = 16 > 13 = niz| + n+ 1, we cannot have solutions for n > 4 when 
|z| = 2, nor for n > 3 when |z| > 3. Since the cases n = 1,2 for every |z|, and 
|z| = 1 for every n, have already been discussed, we need to find only whether 
solutions exist for |z| = 2 and n = 3. In this case, the equations become 


8cos(40) = 7 cos @ — 3 and 8sin(40) = 7sin 8, 


1 
for 64 = 49+9—42cos@, or cos @ = 7 But this is absurd, since substitution 


in the previous equations yields cos(4@) = at but direct calculation yields 


A7 
20) = 2cos” 9-1 = —-— 
cos(26) cos* 6 19° 


and similarly, 


2-47? — 49? 1 

49? 2” 
and the potential solution found was actually artificially introduced in the 
squaring-and-adding process. Hence no solution exists for n = 3 and |z| = 3, 
and the only possible solutions are (—3, 2), and the trivial solutions (1,7) for 
all positive integers n and (z,1) for all positive integers z. 


cos(40) = 
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Problem 18. Let a,b,c,d be nonzero complex numbers such that ad—bc 4 0 
and let n be a positive integer. Consider the equation 


(ax + b)” + (cx +d)” =0. 


(a) Prove that for |a| = |c|, the roots of the equation are situated on a line. 
(b) Prove that for |a| 4 |c|, the roots of the equation are situated on a circle. 
(c) Find the radius of the circle when |a| 4 |c|. 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2010) 


Solution. If there is a root x such that cr +d = 0, then we have ax +b = 0. 
It follows that ad — bc = 0, a relation that is contrary to the hypothesis. 
Therefore, we can assume that cr + d # 0. We can write the equation in the 


equivalent form 
ax +b\" 
(= + 3) (1) 


a -. The roots 


This is, in fact, the binomial equation z” = —1, where z = 
ca + 


of this equation are 


(Qk+1)r |. (2k+1)r 
Zk = COS + 2sin 
n n 


, where k = 0,1,...,n—1. 


It is clear that the roots of our equation and the roots of the binomial equation 


+b 
z” = —1 are related by z, = one ,& =0,1,...,n—1. Because |z,| = 1, 
czy, +d 
it follows that 
+b 
ed | =1 fork =0,1,...,n—1. 
CXLk +d 


The last relation is equivalent to 


b 
t+ 51 _ Id 
a 
= 2 
d| lal (2) 
Le + — 
c 
If |a| = |c|, then 
d 
t+ - = LE + - ’ 
a c 


i.e., the roots x, are situated on the perpendicular bisector of the segment 
determined by the points of complex coordinates -- and = 

If |a| ¢ |c|, then from (2), it follows that x, belongs to the circle of Apol- 
lonius corresponding to the constant a. 
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In order to find the radius of this circle, we will use the following result, 
which can be obtained from Stewart’s theorem: Let a, @, and K > 0 be fixed 
real numbers, and let A and B be fixed points in the plane. If 


| ae Ne 
a+ Bp 


then the locus of points M in the plane with the property 
a-MA?4+6-MB*=K, (3) 


is a circle of radius 


= K ap 9 
ra fA ptigg AB? 


In our case, we have just to take K = 0, a = |a|, and G = —|c| and the fixed 
b d 
points A (-*) and B (-<). We get 
a Cc 
Re |b] - jad — be| 
Jel = [la] — |0]| 


Problem 19. Let n be a positive integer. Prove that a complex number of 
absolute value 1 is a solution to z”+z2+1=0 if and only ifn =3m+2 for 
some positive integer m. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2007) 


Solution 1. If n = 3m + 2 for some positive integer m, then the complex 
number cos(27/3) +7 sin(27/3) is clearly a solution of absolute value 1. Con- 
versely, if z is a solution of absolute value 1, then so is Z = 1/z. Hence 
24241 =0= 2"+2"—141, which yields successively z”~? = 1, z?+z+1=0, 
2 =1 with z41,s0n =3m-+2 for some positive integer m. 


Solution 2. Let P(z) = 2" +2+1=0. If Pw) =0, |w| =1, then 
w =cos@+isin8, 
and so using de Moivre’s formula, we obtain w” = cosn@ + isinné. Then 
0 = (cosné + cos@ + 1) + i(sinné + sin 6), 


1 
whence sin? n@ = sin? @ and cos? n@ = cos? 6 + 2cos@ +1, so cos@ = ae It 


follows that w? = 1 and w?+w-+1 = 0, and therefore w” = w?, son = 2 
(mod 3). 
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Conversely, if n = 2 (mod 3), then for w a cube root of unity, w 4 1, we 
have P(w) = 0. In fact, then P(z) = 2" +2+1= (2? +2+1)Q(z) for some 
Q (with integer coefficients). 


Problem 20. Let a and b be two complez numbers. Prove that the following 
statements are equivalent: 


2 


(1) The absolute values of the roots of the equation «* — ax +b=0 are equal 


to the absolute values of the roots of the equation 
x’ — bz +a=0. 
(2) a2 = 68 or b =a. 
(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2011) 


Solution. Let 


|z1| = |as|, |22| = || (1) 
and observe that |a| = |x324| = |x122| = |b| to derive 
v1 + @2| = |x3 + xa]. (2) 


Relations (1) and (2) show that there exists a number k € C such that 
tq = kx, 74 = kag or tg = kx, 14 = kz. 
In the first case, we have a = ka? = (1+ k)a, and b = ka? = (1+ k)ax?, so 


a = k(1+k)P aia? = 0°. 


In the latter case, we have a = kx? = (1+k)a, and b = ka? = (1+ k)az. 
It follows that 771 = xv3%2, so 1 = Z3 or a = b = O, and furthermore, 
x2 = ¥4, and hence a = b. 

Conversely, if b = @, then 71 + %2 = %3 + %4, ®1%Q = 43%4, implying 
{21,22} = {3,24}. If a® = b?, then a = eb, ec? = 1. The roots satisfy the 
relations x1 + x2 = €(%3 + 4), 212 = €72324. Both cases lead to 


{|x| |v2lt = {lesl, |eal}, 


as needed. 


6.2.3 From Algebraic Identities to Geometric 
Properties 


Problem 12. Let a, b, c, d be distinct complex numbers with |a| = |b| = 
\c| = |d| anda+b+c+d=0. 
Then the geometric images of a, b, c, d are the vertices of a rectangle. 
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Solution 1. Let A,B,C,D be the points with coordinates a,b,c, d, 
respectively. 

Ifa+b = 0, then c+ d = 0. Hence a+b = c+d,ie., ABCD is a 
parallelogram inscribed in the circle of radius R = |a|, and we are done. 

Ifa+b+#0, then the points M and N with coordinates a+b and c+d, 
respectively, are symmetric with respect to the origin O of the complex plane. 
Since AB is a diagonal in the rhombus OAMB, it follows that AB is the 
perpendicular bisector of the segment OM. Likewise, C’'D is the perpendicular 
bisector of the segment ON. Therefore, A, B,C, D are the intersection points 
of the circle of radius R with the perpendicular bisector of the segments OM 
and ON, so A, B,C, D are the vertices of a rectangle. 


Solution 2. First, let us note that it follows fom a+6b+c+d = 0 that 
a+d=-—(b+0), ie., |a+d| =|b+c|. Hence ja +d]? = |b + c|?, and using 
properties of the real product, we find that (a+ d)-(a+d) = (b+c):(b+c). 
That is, jal? + |d|? + 2a-d = |b|? + |c\? + 2b-c. Taking into account that 
\a| = |b| = |c| = |d|, one obtains a-d=b-c. 

On the other hand, AD? = |d—a|? = (d—a)-(d—a) = |d|? + |a|? -2a-d = 
2(R? —a-d). Analogously, we have BO? = 2(R? — b-c). Since a-d=b-e, it 
follows that AD = BC, so ABCD is a rectangle. 


Problem 13. The complex numbers z;, i = 1,2,3,4,5, have the same 
nonzero modulus, and 
5 
a= S- ee =<0; 
i=1 i=1 


Prove that 21, 22, ...,25 are the coordinates of the vertices of a regular 
pentagon. 


5 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2003) 


Solution. Consider the polynomial 


P(X) = X° + aX* + bX* + eX? + dX +e 
with roots z,,k = 1,5. Then 


a=-So=0mdb=S a2z=5 (Soa) —;o4=0. 


Denoting by r the common modulus and taking conjugates, we also get 


SAS ce r? 
0= 41> Dav OG ee S 21422324, 
ZY 2122232425 


from which d = 0 and 


ees rt rt 
0= ; 2122 > ) = ; 212223. 
2122 2122232425 
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Therefore, c = 0. It follows that P(X) = X° +e, so 21, z2,..., 25 are the fifth 
roots of e, and the conclusion is proved. 


Problem 14. Let ABC be a triangle. 
(a) Prove that if M is any point in its plane, then 


AM sn A< BMsinB+CM sinC. 


(b) Let Ay, By, Cy be points on the sides BC, AC, and AB, respectively, 
such that the angles of the triangle A,B,C, are in order a, B, y. Prove 
that 


S° AA: sina < S- BC sina. 


cyc cyc 
(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 2003) 
Solution. 


(a) Consider a complex plane with origin at MW. Denote by a, b,c the coordi- 
nates of A, B,C, respectively. Since 


a(b —c) = b(a—c) + c(b—a), 
we have 
|a||b — al = |b(a— c) + c(b—)| < |b|la — | + |cl|b— a]. 


Thus 
AM-BC<BM.AC+CM.- AB, 


or 
2R-AM-sinA<2R-BM-sinB+2R-CM -sinC, 


which gives 
AM -snA< BM-sinB+CM -sinC. 
(b) From (a), we have 
AA;-sina < AB,;-sin8+ AC, -siny, 


BB,-sin@ < BA,-sina+ BC, -siny, 
CC,-siny < CA,;-sina+ CB, -sin£, 


which when summed give the desired conclusion. 


Problem 15. Let M and N be points inside triangle ABC such that 


MAB = NAC and MBA = NBC. 
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Prove that 


AM: AN | BM: BN CM-CN _, 
AB-AC ' BA-BC ' CA-CB : 


(39th IMO—Shortlist) 


Solution. Let the coordinates of A,B,C,M, and N be a,b,c,m, and n, 
respectively. Since the lines AM, BM, and C'M are concurrent, as well as the 
lines AN, BN, and CN, it follows from Ceva’s theorem that 


sinBAM sinCBM sinACM _ 
sin MAC ) sin MBA . sin MCB - 
sinBAN sinCBN sin ACN 
sin NAC sin NBA sin NCB 


(1) 


=1. (2) 


By By hypothesis, BAM = NAC and MBA = CBN. Hence BAN = MAC and 
NBA = CBM. Combined with (1) and (2), these equalities imply 


sin ACM - sin ACN = sin MCB - sin NCB. 
Thus, 
cos(NCM + 2ACM) —cos NCM = cos(NCM + 2NCB) —cos NCM, 


and hence ACM = NCB (Fig. 6.2). 
Since BAM = NAC,MBA = CBN and ACN = MCB, the following 
complex ratios are all positive real numbers: 


M 


Figure 6.2. 
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Hence each of these equals its absolute value, and so 


AM-AN | BM-BN | CM-CN 
AB- AC CA-CB 


~ BABE 


(m—b)(n—b) | (m—e)(n—c) 
(a—b)(c—b) © (b-c)(a—c) 


(m—a)(n—a) 


~ (b—a)(c—a) 


= 1. 


6.2.4 Solving Geometric Problems 


Problem 26. Let ABC be a triangle such that AC? + AB? = 5BC?. Prove 
that the medians from the vertices B and C' are perpendicular. 


Solution. Let a,b,c be the coordinates of the points A, B,C, respectively. 
Using the real product of complex numbers, we have 


AC? + AB? = 5BC? if and only if |c — al? + |b — al? = 5|c— 8)”, ie., 


(c—a)-(c—a) + (b—a)- (b—a) = 5(c— b)- (c— 0). 


The last relation is equivalent to 


ce —2a-ct+a* +b? —2a-b4+a? = 5c? — 10b-c + 5b’, ie., 


2a? — 4b? — 4c? — 2a-b—- 2a-c+10b-c=0. 


It follows that 


a? — 2b? — 2c? —a-b—a-c+5b-c=), ie., 


b 
a+c—2b)-(a+b— 2c) =0, so us hie c) =0. 
b b— 20) =0 — b 5 0 


The last relation shows that the medians from B and C are perpendicular, 
as desired. 


Problem 27. On the sides BC, CA, AB of a triangle ABC the points 
A’, B’, C’ are chosen such that 

AB BIC CA 

AC BIA C'B 
Consider the points A”, B”, C” on the segments B’C’, C’A', A'B’ such 
that 


k. 


A"C’ C"B’ BA’ 
A” B’ CV" A! B’'C’ 
Prove that triangles ABC and A” B"C” are similar. 
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Solution. Denoting by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinates of 
a point denoted by an uppercase letter, we obtain 


sibs ke pf — Ca Ke Fn ae 
~ 1-k’ ~ lak’ ~ 1l-k’ 
and 

ns cd — kb’ (1 +k )a—k(b+ce) 

1-k (1 — k)? , 

bY = a’—ke' _ (1+k*)b—k(a+e) 

~ 1=-k (1—k)? ; 

Ue bi —ka’ (1+ k?)e— k(b+a) 

— lk (1—k)? 
Then 


c'—a"  (1+k*)(c—a)—ka-c)_ ca 


bY —a"  (1+k?)(b-a)—k(a—b)  b-a’ 
which proves that triangles ABC and A’ B’C” are similar. 


Problem 28. Prove that the following inequality holds in every triangle: 
R 


Me 
=. 
2r— he 


Equality holds only for equilateral triangles. 
Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at the circumcircle of 
triangle ABC and let 21, 22, z3 be the coordinates of points A, B,C. 
: Pee eee : 
The inequality — > — is equivalent to 
2r ho 
2K 


K 
2rma < Rha, i.e., 2—Ma < R—. 
8 a 


Hence amg < Rs. 


Using complex numbers, we have 


22+ 23 


5) => \(z2 = 23)(221 29> 23)| 


2aMe = 2|22 — 23| |Z1 


= |zo(z1 = 22) + 21(Z2 = 23) + 23(z3 = Z1)| 


< |ze||z1 — 22| + |z1||z2 — 23] + |zs|l23 — 21] = R(a+ 8+) = 2Rs. 


Hence ama < Rs, as desired. 
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Problem 29. Let ABCD be a quadrilateral inscribed in the circle C(O; R). 
Prove that 
AB? + BC? + CD? + DA? = 8R? 


if and only if AC L BD or one of the diagonals is a diameter of C. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at the circumcenter O, 
and let a,b, c,d be the coordinates of points A, B,C, D. 


The midpoints F and F of the diagonals AC’ and BD have the coordinates 


b 
CES aad eae 


Using the real product the complex numbers, we have 
AB? + BC? + CD? + DA” = 8R? 
if and only if 


(b—a)-(b—a)+(c—b)- (c—b) + (d—c)- (d—c) + (a—d)- (a—d) = 8R’, 


Le€., 
2a-b+2b-c+2c-d+2d-a=0. 


The last relation is equivalent to 
b-(a+c)+d-(a+c) =0, ie, (b+ d)-(a+c) =0. 


We obtain 
b+d ate 
2 2 


=0, ie, OF L OF 


or E=Oor F=0. 
That is, AC | BD, or one of the diagonals AC and BD is a diameter of 
the circle C. 


Problem 30. On the sides of the convex quadrilateral ABCD, equilateral 
triangles ABM, BCN, CDP, and DAQ are drawn external to the figure. 
Prove that quadrilaterals ABCD and MN PQ have the same centroid. 


Solution. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a 
point denoted by an uppercase letter, and let 


€ = cos 120° + isin 120°. 
Since triangles ABM, BCN, COP, and DAQ are equilateral we have 
m+be+ae*=0, n+cetbe?=0, ptde+ce? =0, g+ac+de? =0. 
Summing these equalities yields 


(m+n+p+q)+(at+b+et+d)(e +7) =0, 


and since e+e? = —1, it follows that m+n+p+q—=a+b4+c+d. Therefore, 
the quadrilaterals ABCD and MNPQ have the same centroid. 


320 6 Answers, Hints, and Solutions to Proposed Problems 


Problem 31. Let ABCD be a quadrilateral and consider the rotations 
Ri, Re, R3, Ra with centers A, B, C, D through the angle a and of 
the same orientation. 

Points M, N, P, Q are the images of points A, B, C, D under the 
rotations R2, R3, Ra, Ri, respectively. 

Prove that the midpoints of the diagonals of the quadrilaterals ABCD and 
MNPQ are the vertices of a parallelogram. 


Solution. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a 
point denoted by an uppercase letter. Using the rotation formula, we obtain 


m=b+(a-—b)e, n=c+(b-—cle, p=d+(c—de, q=at+(d—-are, 


where € = cosa+isina. 
Let E, F,G,H be the midpoints of the diagonals BD, AC, MP, NQ, re- 
spectively; then 


ou td pase’ _ b+d+(atce—b—de 
a a ee a 2 
and h = 2121 (b+d-—a cje 


2 
Since e+ f =g +h, it follows that EGFH is a parallelogram, as desired. 


Problem 32. Prove that in every cyclic quadrilateral ABCD, the following 
hold: 


(a) AD+ BC cos(A + B) = ABcos A+ CD cos D; 
(b) BC sin(A + B) = ABsin A-CD sin D. 


Solution. Consider the points E, F,G,H such that 


OE LAB, OF=CD, OF LBC, OF=AD, 


OGLCD, OG=AB, OHLAD, OH=BC, 


where O is the circumcenter of ABCD. 

We prove that EFGH is a parallelogram. Since OF = CD, OF = AD, and 
EOF = 180° — ABC = ADC, it follows that triangles FOF and ADC are 
congruent; hence EF = GH. Likewise, FG = EH, and the claim is proved. 

Consider the complex plane with origin at O such that F is on the positive 
real axis. Denote by the corresponding lowercase letter the coordinate of a 
point denoted by an uppercase letter. We have 


lel = CD, |f|[=AD, |g|=AB, [hl = BC. 
Furthermore, 


FOG =180° =C =A, CGOH=B, HOR=C. 
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whence 
f=\|fl=AD, g=|g\(cosA+isin A) = AD(cos A+ isin A), 


h = |h|[cos(A + B) +isin(A + B)] = BC[cos(A + B) +isin(A + B)], 
e = |el[cos(A + B+C) +isin(A+B+C)] = CD(cos D—isinD). 
Since e+ 9 = f +h, we obtain 


AD + BC cos(A + B) + iBC sin(A + B) 


= CD(cos D —isin D) + AB(cos A + isin A), 
and the conclusion follows. 


Problem 33. Let Oo, I, G be the 9-point center, the incenter, and the cen- 
troid, respectively, of a triangle ABC. Prove that lines OgG and AI are per- 
pendicular if and only if A= 3. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at the circumcenter 
O of the triangle. Let a,b,c,w,g,zr be the coordinates of the points 
A, B,C, Oo, G, I, respectively. 

Without loss of generality, we may assume that the circumradius of the 
triangle ABC is equal to 1, and hence |a| = |b| = |c| = 1. 

We have 


a+b+ce a+b+c alb—c|+bla—c|+cla—)| 
ae ae ae : 


Using the properties of the real product of complex numbers, we have 


OogG L AT if and only if (w — g) - (a — zr) =0, ie., 


at+b+c (a—Db)la—c/+(a—c)la—}| 
6 la—b|+|b—c|/+la—c 


This is equivalent to 


=0. 


(a+b+c)-|[(a—b)|a—c|+ (a—c)la— dl] =0, ie., 


Re{(a+b+c)[(a@— b)|a— ce] + (@-Ola— dj} =0. 
We find that 


Re{|a — ¢|(aa + ba + ca — ab — bb — cb) 
+|a — b\(a@ + ba + ca — at — be — ce)} = 0. (1) 


Observe that 


aa = bb = cé = 1 and Re(ba — Gb) = Re(ca — az) = 0; 
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hence the relation (1) is equivalent to 


Re{|a — ¢|(ca — cb) + |a — b|(ba — bz)} =O, ice., 


|a — ¢|(ca + ta — ch — cb) + |a — b|(ab + ab — be — bc) = 0. 
It follows that 


|a — cl[(bb — be — th + c@) — (aa — ca — ta + ce)| 


+|a — b|[(bb — bc — tb + ce) — (aa — ab — ab + bbd)] = 0, ie., 
Ja — ¢|(|b — cl? — |a — el?) + |a — b|(|b — el? — |a — 8]?) = 0. 


This is equivalent to 
AC. BO —-AC* + AB. BC? = AB? =, 
The last relation can be written as 


BO?(AC + AB) = (AC + AB)(AC? — AC- AB + AB”), 


so 
AC. AB = AC? + AB? — BC”. 
We obtain 
L ~ 
cos A = rt ie, A= = 
as desired. 


Problem 34. Two circles w, and wz are given in the plane, with centers O, 
and Og, respectively. Let My and M3, be two points on w, and we, respectively, 
such that the lines O; Mj and O2M6& intersect. Let M, and M2 be points on w1 


and wz, respectively, such that when measured clockwise, the angles M{O,M, 
and M5O2Mo2 are equal. 


(a) Determine the locus of the midpoint of [My Mb]. 

(b) Let P be the point of intersection of lines O;M, and O2M2. The circum- 
circle of triangle M, PMg intersects the circumcircle of triangle O; PO2 at 
P and another point Q. Prove that Q is fixed, independent of the locations 
of My, and Mp. 


(2000 Vietnamese Mathematical Olympiad) 
Solution. 


(a) Let a lowercase letter denote the complex number associated with the 
point labeled by the corresponding uppercase letter. Let M’, M, and O 


denote the midpoints of segments [Mj M3], [M1 Mo], and [0,03], respec- 
— M2 —0O . 
tively. Also let z = i = ie so that multiplication by z is 


7 
mM, — O1 M5 — 02 
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my + Me 


a rotation about the origin through some angle. Then m = 5 


equals 


(01 + 2(mi, ~ 01) + 5 (02 + 2(m) — 03) = 0 + 2(m! — 0), 


ie., the locus of M is the circle centered at O with radius OM’. 
(b) We shall use directed angles modulo 7. Observe that 


QM, Mz = QPM, = QPO, = Q0,02. 


Similarly, QM,M, = O00: implying that triangles QM,Mo2 and 
QO,Oz2 are similar with the same orientation. Hence, 

q-O _q-=m 

q-02  gq—my’ 


or equivalently, 


q-O1 | (¢— m1) — (q- 01) — Oy — My OL Ry 


q — 02 (q — m2) — (q — 02) 02 — M2 02 —M_ 


Because lines O; Mj and O2M, meet, we have 0; — mi, 4 02 — m5, and we 
can solve this equation to find a unique value for q. 


Problem 35. Isosceles triangles A3A,O2 and A,A2O3 are constructed ext- 
ernally along the sides of a triangle A, Az A3 with O2A3 = O2A, and O3A, = 
O3Ap2. Let 1 be a point on the opposite side of line Ap A3 from Ay, with 
OpAsAs = 5A103Az and O, Ao A3 = 5Ai02As, and let T be the foot of the 
perpendicular from O, to AzA3. Prove that AyO, 1 0203 and that 


AiOr _ iT 
Os05.~ AgAs. 


(2000 Iranian Mathematical Olympiad) 


Solution. Without loss of generality, assume that triangle A, A2A3 is ori- 
ented counterclockwise (i.e., angle A; A2A3 is oriented clockwise). Let P be 
the reflection of O; across T. 

We use the complex numbers with origin O,, where each point denoted 
by an uppercase letter is represented by the complex number with the corre- 
sponding lowercase letter. Let ¢, = ax/p for k = 1,2, so that z+ Ck(z — 20) 
is a similarity through angle PO, A, with ratio O,A3/O,P about the point 
corresponding to Zo. 

Because O, and A; lie on opposite sides of line AjgA3, angles Az A30;1 
and AjA3A, have opposite orientations, i.e., the former is oriented 


324 6 Answers, Hints, and Solutions to Proposed Problems 


counterclockwise. Thus, angles PA30, and A2O3A, are both oriented 


See OO hee Soa ee” hy ate g, et, Leeann Ny 


counterclockwise. Because PA30; = 2A2A302 = A2O3A\, it follows that 
isosceles triangles PA30, and A2O3A, are similar and have the same orien- 
tation. Hence, 03 = a1 + ¢3(a2 — a1). 

Similarly, 02 = a; + ¢2(a3 — a1). Hence, 


03 — 02 = (C2 — ¢3)a1 + Cga2 — Gna 


= (2(a2 — a3) + C3(Cap) — Co(Cap) = C2(@2 — as), 
or (recalling that 0; = 0 and t = 2p) 


03 — 02 ag — a3 1a2- az 
G2 — = r 
a, — 01 p-—o1 2t—o, 
Thus, the angle between [O;Ai] and [0203] equals the angle between 
1 
[OT] and [As Ao], which is 1/2. Furthermore, O203/O01A1 = fsA2/il, 
or O, A; /O203 = 20,T/A2A3. This completes the proof. 


Problem 36. A triangle A,;A2A3 and a point Po are given in the plane. 
We define A, = As_—3 for all s > 4. We construct a sequence of points 
Po, Pi, Po, ... such that Py41 is the image of Py under the rotation with 
center Axi1 through the angle 120° clockwise (k = 0, 1, 2, ...). Prove that 
if Pigse = Po, then the triangle A; A2A3 is equilateral. 


(27th IMO) 


Solution. Assume that the origin O of the coordinate system in the complex 
plane is the center of the circumscribed circle. Then the vertices A;, Az, A3 
are represented by complex numbers wy1, w2, w3 such that 


|wi| = |we| = |ws| = R. 


Let ¢ = cos = + isin =. Then e? +¢+1 = 0 and e? = 1. Suppose that Po 
is represented by the complex number zo. The point P, is represented by the 
complex number 

Z1 = Ze + (1 _ €)w1. (1) 


The point P» is represented by 
2g = me? + (1—e)ure + (1 — €)we, 


and P3 by 


zz = ze° + (1 —e)wye” + (1 — €) wee + (1 — 2) 


= 2+ (1 _ €)(wye? + WE + ws). 
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An easy induction on n shows that after n cycles of three such rotations, we 
obtain that P3,, is represented by 


23n = zo + n(1 — €)(wie? + wre + w3). 
In our case, for n = 662 we obtain 
Z1996 = 20 + 662(1 — €)(wre? + woe + w3) = z0. 
Thus, we have the equality 
wie? + wee + w3 = 0. (2) 
This can be written in the equivalent form 
w3 = wi(1 +e) + (—e)we. (3) 


Taking into account that 1+ e¢ = cos} + isin 4, the equality (3) can be 
translated, using the rotation formula, into the following: the point A3 is 
obtained under the rotation of point A, about the center Ag through the 
angle 4. This proves that A; A2A3 is an equilateral triangle. 


Problem 37. Two circles in a plane intersect. Let A be one of the points of 
intersection. Starting simultaneously from A, two points move with constant 
speed, each point traveling along its own circle in the same direction. After 
one revolution, the two points return simultaneously to A. Prove that there 
exists a fized point P in the plane such that, at any time, the distances from 
P to the moving points are equal. 


(21st IMO) 


Solution. Let B(b,0),C(c,0) be the centers of the given circles and let 
A(0,a), X(0,—a) be their intersection points. The complex numbers associ- 
ated with these point are zg = b, zc = ¢, 2a = ta, and zx = —ia, respectively 
(Fig. 6.3). After rotating A through angle t about B, we obtain a point M, 
and after rotating A about C, we obtain the point N. Their corresponding 
complex numbers are given by the formulas 


zu = (ta — b)w + b= iaw + (1 —w)b 


and 
zn = taw+(1—wie. 


The required result is equivalent to the following: the bisector lines lyn of 
the segments MN pass through a fixed point P(2o, yo). Let R be the midpoint 
of the segment MN. Then zr = $(2u + zn). A point Z of the plane is a 
point of lyn if and only if the lines RZ and MN are orthogonal. Using the 
real product of complex numbers, we obtain 
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Figure 6.3. 
2M + ZN 
z—- ——— _]-(zn - zu) = 
2 
This is equivalent to 
= idl 2p 2 
z- (zn — 2m) = 5 (lew? — |z4|?) - 


By noting that z = x + iy, we obtain 


(lew? — |zaz|*) - 


Nl rR 


x(c — b)(1 — cost) — y(c — 6) sint = 
After an easy computation, we obtain 
|za|? = 20? + a? — 2b? cost — 2absint 
and 
lzw|? = 2c? + a? — 2c? cost — 2acsint. 


Thus, the orthogonality condition yields 
x(1 — cost) — ysint = (b+ c) — (b+ c) cost — asint. 
This can be written in the form 
(a — b—c)(1— cost) = (y — a) sint. 


This equation shows that the point P(2o, yo) where x9 = b+c¢,yo =aisa 
fixed point of the family of lines lay. 

The point P belongs to the line through A parallel to BC, and it is the 
symmetric point of X with respect to the midpoint of the segment BC’. This 
follows from the equality 

b+e 


Zp+Zzx= as 
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Problem 38. Inside the square ABCD, the equilateral triangles ABK, 
BCL, CDM, DAN are inscribed. Prove that the midpoints of the segments 
KL,LM, MN, NK and the midpoints of the segments AK, BK, BL, CL, 
CM, DM, DN, AN are the vertices of a regular dodecagon. 


(19th IMO) 


Solution. Let A(1 + 7%), B(—1 +7), C(—1 — 1), D(1 — ¢) be the vertices of 
the square. Using the symmetry of the configuration of points with respect 
to the axes and center O of the square, we will do computations for the 
points lying in the first quadrant. Then L,M are represented by the com- 
plex numbers L(V/3 — 1), M((V3 — 1)i). The midpoint of the segment LM 


is P (44 + i>) Since K is represented by K(—i(/3 — 1)), the mid- 


5} . 


point of AK is Q (3 +124). In the same way, the midpoint of AN is 
R (254 +4), and the midpoint of BL is $ (=25¥8 + 4) (Fig. 6.4). It is 
sufficient to prove that SR = RP = PQ and SRP = RPO = SE, For a point 
X, we denote by zx the corresponding complex number. We have 

RS? = |zg — zp|? = (-24 V3)? = 7-4V3, 

SS VE=1. 2-3 4 


2 


RP? = |zp — zp| a 5 5 


* _ (av3—3)? + (2v3 - 2)? 
4 


2/3-3 .V3-2 
f° G 


98-1 
A J6V8 = 7 4V3. 


Using reflection in OA, we also have PQ? = RP? = 7 — 4V3 (Fig. 6.4). 
For angles, we have 


2-2/3 
ing 


3-23 
SRP = 
cos 7-4/3 


(12—7V3)(7+4V3) v3 


~ 2(7 — 4,/3)(7 + 43) 2° 


—_. ace 3 
This proves that SRP = | In the same way, cosRPQ = me and 
Rega. 


6 
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B(-1 +i) i A(1 +i) 


C(-1-i) -i D(1 -i) 
Figure 6.4. 


Problem 39. Let ABC be an equilateral triangle and let M be a point in 
the interior of angle BAC. Points D and E are the images of points B and 
C under the rotations with center M and angle 120°, counterclockwise and 
clockwise, respectively. Prove that the fourth vertex of the parallelogram with 
sides MD and ME is the reflection of point A across point M. 


Solution. Let 1,¢,¢7, be the coordinates of points A, B,C, M, respectively, 
where ¢ = cos 120° +7sin 120° (Fig. 6.5). 


A 


Vv 


Figure 6.5. 


Consider point V such that MEVD is a parallelogram. If d,e,v are the 
coordinates of points D, E,V, respectively, then 


v=et+d-—m. 
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Using the rotation formula, we obtain 


d=m+(e—m)e and e=m-+ (e? — m)e?; 
hence 
vem+e7—-me+m+et—me?-—m 


=m+e*+te—me? +e) =m—-1+m=2m-1. 


This relation shows that M is the midpoint of the segment [AV], and the 
conclusion follows. 


Problem 40. Prove that the following inequality holds for every point M 
inside parallelogram ABCD: 


MA-MC+MB-MD> AB. BC. 


Solution 1. Consider the complex plane with origin at the center of the par- 
allelogram ABCD. Let a, b,c, d,m be the coordinates of points A, B,C, D, M, 
respectively. It follows that c= —a and d= —b. 

It suffices to prove that 


|m —al-|m+a| + |m — d||m +4 b| > |a — dla + OI, 
or 
|m? — a?| + |m? — b?| > Ja? — b? |. 


This follows immediately from the triangle inequality. 


Solution 2. By a translation tz of vector AB, the points in our configura- 
tion are transformed as follows: A> B, D> C,B- B’,C 3 C'’,M > M"’. 
Now the desired relation is just Ptolemy’s inequality in the quadrilateral 
MBM'C. 


Problem 41. Let ABC be a triangle, H its orthocenter, O its circumcenter, 
and R its circumradius. Let D be the reflection of A across BC, let E be that 
of B across CA, and F that of C across AB. Prove that D, E, and F are 
collinear if and only if OH = 2R. 


(39th IMO—Shortlist) 


Solution. Let the coordinates of A, B,C,H, and O be a,b,c, h, and o, res- 
pectively. Consequently, aa = bb = cé = R? andh =a+b+e. Since D is 
symmetric to A with respect to line BC, the coordinates d and a satisfy 


<= (<>), or (b—@)d—(b—c)a + (be — bc) = 0. (1) 
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Since 
2p _ Q(p2 _ 2 
b = scl, and bé—be= ae ) 
bc be 
by inserting these expressions in (1), we obtain that 


—be+catab k—2be 


d= = ’ 
a a 
— R(-a+b+c) _ R?(h—2a) 
d= = ; 
be bc 


where k = bc +c+ ab. Similarly, we have 


k-2 2(h— — 2ab = 2(, — 
re oy oa Rh 2b) fae a Pe eee 2c) 
b ca ab 
Since 
A= — = oe 4 
fyi) eae 


(b—a)(k—2ab) R?(a—b)(h—2c) 


ab 3 abc 
(c—a)(k—2ca) R (a-)(h- 26) 


R?(c—a)(a—b) (ck —2abc) (h — 2c) 
abc? (bk — 2abc) —(h— 2b) 
R?(b—c)(c — a)(a — b)(hk — 4abc) 
a?b?c? 


and h = R?k/abc, it follows that D,E, and F are collinear if and only if 
A = 0. This is equivalent to hk — 4abc = 0, ie., hh = 4R?. From the last 
relation, we obtain OH = 2R. 


Problem 42. Let ABC be a triangle such that ACB = 2ABC. Let D be the 
point on the side BC such that CD = 2BD. The segment AD is extended to 
E so that AD = DE. Prove that 
ECB + 180° = 2EBC. 
(39th IMO—Shortlist) 
Solution. Let the coordinates of A,B,C, D, and E be a,b, b, , d, and | e€, Te- 


spectively. Then d = (2b+ c)/3 and e = 2d — a. Since ACB = 2ABC, the 
ratio 


6.2 Solutions to the Olympiad-Caliber Problems 331 


is real and positive. It is equal to (AB? - AC)/BC®. On the other hand, a 
direct computation shows that the ratio 


e-—c [c—b 
b—-c' \e-—b 


is equal to 
1. (b=) +2(c~ a) * (4(b— a) — (c—a) 
ee 
_ 4. (b-a)*(c-a) 4 AB’. AC 
“art @-o8 —27 Bo” 


which is a real number. Hence the arguments of (e — c)/(b — c) and 
(c— b)?/(e — b)?, namely ECB and 2EBC, differ by an integer multiple of 
180°. We easily infer that either ECB =2EBC or ECB = 2EBC — 180°, acc- 
ording to whether the ratio is positive or negative. To prove that the latter 
holds, we have to show that AB? - AC/BC® is greater than 4/27. Choose a 
point F' on the ray AC such that CF = CB (Fig. 6.6). 


A 


Figure 6.6. 


Since ACBF is isosceles and ACB = 2ABC, we have CFB = ABC. 
Thus AABF and AACB are similar and AB : AF = AC : AB. Since 
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AF = AC + BC, AB? = AC(AC + BC). Let AC = u? and AC + BC = v?. 
Then AB = w and BC = v*? — u?. From AB + AC > BC, we obtain 
u/v > 1/2. Thus 


AB’. AC ee a (u/v)4 (i72y" 4 


BO? (=a ~ 0 —w ft” @—1/4)8 ~ 27’ 


and the conclusion follows. 


Problem 43. Let P be a point situated in the interior of a circle. Two vari- 
able perpendicular lines through P intersect the circle at A and B. Find the 
locus of the midpoint of the segment AB. 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2010) 

Solution 1. We can assume, without loss of generality, that P = t € [0,1] 
and the circle C is given by C = {|z| = 1}. Let A= z=a+iy € C. Then 
B=w = si(z—-P)+C€C with some s > 0. Hence 

1 = |w|? = (t— sy)? + 8?(2—t). (1) 
The midpoint of the segment AB is given by M = (A+ B)/2. 
Now we verify that 

|M — P/2| = /2 —|P|?/2. 

In fact, by (1), 


(2|M — P/2|)? = (a = sy)? + (s(2@ -—H+yP =e? +y4+1-P =2-#. 


Hence the required locus is a circle with center P/2 and radius ,/2 — |P|?/2. 
In the general setting, if the circle C has center at Po and radius R, then the 


locus is a circle with center (Pp + P)/2 and radius \/2R? — |P — Po|?/2. 


Solution 2. Let ABCD be a quadrilateral and let M and N be the mid- 
points of sides AB and CD, respectively. Using the median theorem or direct 
computation with complex coordinates, it is easy to prove that the following 
relation holds: 


AC? + BD? + BC? + DA? = AB? +CD?+4MN?. 


Let M be the midpoint of the segment AB and let N be the midpoint of the 
segment OP, where O is the center of the given circle. Applying the relation 
above in the quadrilateral ABPO, we obtain 


AP? + R? + BP? + R? = AB? + OP? +4MN”. 
It is clear that AP? + BP? = AB?; hence we get 


4M N? = 2R? — OP?, 
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that is, 
1 
NM= aV 2R? —OP?. 


Since the point JN is fixed, it follows that the desired locus is the circle with 


1 
center N and radius 5V 2R2 — OP?. 


Problem 44. Let ABC be a triangle and consider the points M € (BC), 
N € (CA), P € (AB) such that 


AP BM _CN 
PB MC NA 


Prove that if MNP is an equilateral triangle, then ABC is an equilateral 
triangle as well. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2006) 


AP BM CN 
Solution. Let A . We use complex numbers, and 


B 
we choose the point M the as origin. Furthermore, we can assume that the 


T 
complex numbers corresponding to the points N and P are 1 and € = cos 3 + 


.. 7 ; 
isin —, respectively. 

Suppose that the complex numbers corresponding to the points A, B,C 
are a,b,c, respectively. We have then 


é€=(1—A)a+Ab, 0= (1—A)b+Ac, and 1 = (1— A)eF+ Aa. 


It follows that — . 


=e. Therefore, AC = AB and A= a 


Problem 45. Consider the triangle ABC and the points D € (BC), E € 
(CA), F € (AB), such that 


BD. GE _ AF 

DC EA FB 
Prove that if the circumcenter of triangles DEF and ABC coincide, then the 
triangle ABC is equilateral. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2008) 


Solution. Consider complex coordinates, the origin being taken at the cir- 


cumcenter of the triangle ABC’, and use lowercase letters to denote the co- 
ordinates of the points. Then, if Dom k, we have d = ae 
The triangles DEF and ABC have the same circumcenter if and only if 
|d| = |e| =|f|, that is, dd = ee = ff. 
Since aa = bb = cé, this amounts to ab + ba = at + ca = be + cb, which is 
equivalent to |a — b|? = |a — c|? = |b — c|?, whence the conclusion. 


, and so on. 
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Problem 46. On the exterior of a nonequilateral triangle ABC, consider 
the similar triangles (in this order) ABM, BCN, and CAP such that the 
triangle MNP is equilateral. Find the angles of the triangles ABM, BCN 
and CAP. 

(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2010) 


Solution. All angles are directly oriented. Denote by the corresponding low- 
ercase letter the coordinate of a point denoted by an uppercase letter. 
The given similarity can be rewritten as 


m—-b n-c p-a 


k: 


“3 


a—-b b-c cra 


hence 
m=ka+t (1—k)b, 


n=kb+(1—k)e, 


p=ke+(1—k)a. 
Since the triangle MNP is equilateral, we have 


m+en+e7p=0, 
Qn. , on weer : 
where € = cos cs +7sin ae Substituting, we infer that 


0=k(a+be + ce”) + (1—k)(b+ ce + ae”) 


= k(a + be + ce”) 4 (a + be + ce”) 


1-k 
= (a+ be + ce”) («+ ) 


The triangle ABC is not equilateral, so a + be + ce? 4 0, and consequently 
1 
eRe 
The equality m = ka+(1—k)b yields m—a = e(m—b), showing that triangle 


AM B is isosceles, with an angle > and two angles e 


6.2.5 Solving Trigonometric Problems 


Problem 11. Sum the following two n-term series for ? = 30°: 


: cos@ — cos(20) — cos(30) cos((n — 1)@) 
bese , and 
on cos? cos? 0 cos? 0 cos"—16 
(ii) cos 0 cos @ + cos? 6 cos(20) + cos? 4 cos(30) +--+ + cos” 6 cos(n8). 


(Crux Mathematicorum, 2003) 
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Solution. 


(i) Consider the complex number 


1 
z= cos g (C089 +isin 6). 


From the identity 


n-1 
1—2” 
zh = ad ; (1) 
l-<z 
k=0 
we derive 
= A — —— (cos né + isin n6) 
S- F (cos k@ + isin k@) = COs iu 
=0 ©98 1- (cos 6 + isin @) 
cos @ 
ce eer 
cos 8 — eo (cos n@ + isinné) sche a 
= _ 4 : 
—isin@ sin 6 cos”—1 4 sin 6 cos”! @ 
It follows that 
. cosk@ _ sin nd 
cos’ @ ~~ sin@cos”-! 4’ 


and we have just to substitute 6 = 30°. 
(ii) We proceed in an analogous way by considering the complex number 
z = cos0(cos@ + isin@). Using identity (1), we obtain 


Ly gh _ z zit 
a a 
k=1 
Hence 
> cos @(cos kO + isin kd) 
k=1 
__ cos O(cos @ + isin @) — cos"t! 6(cos(n + 1)0 + isin(n + 1)8) 
7 sin? 6 — icos@sin@ 
{£08 6(cos 6 + isin @) — cos"*+ O(cos(n + 1)6 + isin(n + 1)6) 
sin 6(cos 6 + isin @) 


n+1 ee 
_ eotand cos" * @(cos né + isin 2 


sin 6 


sinn@ cos”t! 6 


cos”+! 9 cos nd 
+ 4 | cotand 


sin 6 sin 6 
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It follows that 


n . 
sinné cos” +! @ 
y cos @ cosk@ = ———-_—_. 
a sin 6 


Finally, we let 9 = 30° in the above sum. 


Problem 12. Prove that 


Z -1 
1 + cos’” (=) + cos?” (=) fosack 66g?” (e-0) 
nm n n 


for all integers n > 2. 
Solution. Let 
2r . , Qn 
Ww = cos — +7S1In — 
n n 


for some integer n. Consider the sum 


Sn = 4” 4 (1 we (1 rye" (1 geen 
For all k = 1,...,n—1, we have 
Ll+w* =1+cos + 27sin = 2cos (cos + 7sin ) 
and 
(tetra)??? cos? ~* (cos 2kn + isin 2kr) = 4” cos?” — 
Hence 
n-1 
oe = Ary Soa hetge ee 
k=1 
2 
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On the other hand, using the binomial expansion, we have 


2n 2n 2n — 2n = 
=n at +n ae S 3 S yk 
) n(2") & , i) 
oes k=0 


2n-1 . 
2n 2n 1—w" 2n 
mane) + (P) =mn+n(%). (2) 
I= 
ifn 


The relations (1) and (2) give the desired identity. 


Problem 13. For every integer p > 0, there are real numbers ag, a1,..., Gp 
with ap #0 such that 


cos 2pa = ap + a, sin? a+--- + dp- (sin? a)?, for alla ER. 
Solution. For p = 0, take ag = 1. If p > 1, let z = cosa@+isina and observe 
that 
2?P — cos 2pa + isin 2pa, 
z~?P = cos 2pa — isin 2pa, 
and 


z°P + 2—*P 


1 
5 = x l(cosa + isin a)?? + (cosa —isina)??]. 


cos 2pa = 


Using the binomial expansion, we obtain 
2 2 2 ; 
cos 2pa = ( a cos”? a — ( a) cos”?~? asin? w@+-+++(—-1)? e sin”? a. 


Hence cos2pa is a polynomial of degree p in sin?a, so there are 
Go, 1,---,@) € R such that 


cos 2pa = ag + a,sin?a+-+++ asin”? a for alla € R, 
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Problem 14. Let 

44 

» cosn® 
n=1 

44 : 
oS sinn® 
n=. 


What is the greatest integer that does not exceed 100x ? 


= 


(1997, AIME Problem 11) 


Solution 1. We have 
44 
ye cos n° 
— n=l 
44 
S- sinn® 
n=1 


_ cos(45 — 1) + cos(45 — 2) 


_ cos1+cos2+...+cos44 


: arcs er re eee | 


... +. cos(45 — 44) 
sinl +sin2+...+sin 44 


Using the identity 


a—b 


‘ F . a 
sina +sinb = 2sin 


sinx + cosx = sing + sin(90 — x) 
= 2sin 45 cos(45 — x) = V2cos(45 — 2), 


the expression of x reduces to 


1 (cos 1 +cos2+...+cos44) + (sinl + sin2+...+ sin 44) 
i ps 
J2 sinl + sin2+...+sin44 


_ 1 pep COB i COs Dor eee cones 
~ 1/2 ' sinl+sin2+...+sin44 )’ 
(=) a+ ) 
C= |-—= x), 
J2 
1 J/2-1 
mind 5; 5 
v2 V2 
1 
v= —— =14 v2. 
J/2-1 


|100x] = |100(1 + V2)| = 241. 


Therefore, 
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Solution 2. For a slight variant of the above solution, note that 
44 44 44 
S- cosn + SS sinn = S- sinn + sin(90 — n) 
n=1 n=1 n=1 
_ 44 44 
=/2 S © cos(45 —n)= v25° cos n, 
n=1 n=1 


44 44 
So sinn = (/2- 1) ¥\ cosn. 
n=1 n=1 


1 
This is the ratio we are looking for. The number x reduces to 7 eet — 
V2+1, and 
|100(2 + 1)| = 241. 


44 
Solution 3. Consider the sum S- cisn®, where cis t = cost+isint. The frac- 


n=1 
tion is given by the real part divided by the imaginary part. By de Moivre’s 
theorem with geometric series, the sum can be written 


44 ; 
cis45° — 1 
-1+ y Ga Se 
n=0 


cisl° — 1 
V2 iV2 (2 eae ") (cis(—1°) — 1) 
eS a ae 2 2 
2 2 
1 ; =-1+ 7) 
cisl° — 1 (cos 1° — 1)? + sin* 1° 
2 2 2 y 
wee (eae? site ut sin 1°+ V2 gies 1) 
2 2 2 2 
1 
= 2(1 — cos 1°) 
2 2 
_ sini? v2 +if{1—- v2 
1 V2 4/2 ° 2 
ae 4! 2(1 — cos 1°) 
Using the tangent half-angle formula, this becomes 


(-4 + Pleot(1/2°) - i) +i (5 cos(1/2°) — P foot(1/2°) + i) | 
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Dividing the two parts and multiplying each part by 4, we see that the 
fraction is 
—2 + V2[cot(1/2°) — 1] 
2cot(1/2°) — V2[cot(1/2°) +1] 
Although computing an exact value for cot(1/2°) in terms of radicals would 
be difficult, it is clear that the value, whatever it is, is really large! 
So treat it as though it were co. The fraction is approximated by 
v2 _ V2(2+ v2) 


ae 5 =1+4+V2= |100(1 + V2)| = 241. 


Problem 15. Prove that 


se Li) nee z e-y\" ety 
) cos[(n Ke + hy] = (2008 5 ) cosn— 


k=0 


for all positive integers n and all real numbers x and y. 
(Mathematical Reflections, 2009) 
Solution. The real number S- cos|(n — k)a + ky] is the real part of the 


k 
k=0 
complex number 


. n L —k)x . n 1x \Nn— v 
2 =$ (1) oor $9) nent 
k=0 k=0 


where e’’ = cost + isint. 
From the binomial theorem, we have Z = (e’” + e'¥) 
rewritten as 


nm 
Z= (ei (i= +e a). = (20085) eri 


Thus, the real part of Z is also 


z—y\" x+y 
2 
(200s 5 ) cosn——, 


” which can be 


and the result follows. 


Problem 16. Let k be a fixed positive integer and let 


Socal” - ” We a eee en 
iS Cl+( rat (soa) t epee 
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341 
Prove that 


2 
(se + §@) cos = +...+ 8%-) cos a 


_ 20 _ An 1... 2k-—1)a : T\ 20 
) gin (2) gin =" CEI) ict ERE ue 
+ (st sin = +S)? sin 7 paths sin k ) (20s ) 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2010) 
Solution. Let Z, = NU {0} and 


D;={j+mk|meZy, andj +mk <n}. 


k-1 
Then $i) = S~ (") and |_] Dj = {0,1,2,...,n}. Let 
Pp . 
j=0 


P 
k-1 
a= 5° SY cos a 
j=0 
k-1 
b= SO sin z ; 
j=0 
k-1 
2 2 . 2 Qn \? 
eg Ae (cos 4 isin 5") ; 


Then <* = 1 and 


ita Silas ES SP om 
j=0 


= (Mer yo (“ler bets (1b eos + isin 
pope Pp ki 


k 


ge ear Ca 
= eee a? eRe = ee cos 7 isin . 


k; 
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Hence 
|a+ib| = | (20s =)" (cos = + isin 7)" = | (20s *\" (cos = +isin?)" 
T\ ("| (7 oe TN - T\ |" 
= | (2cos 7) ( { isin =) = | (20s =) 

Therefore, 

2 b2 _ (2 i. 

a+ O° = oa : 
Problem 17. 


(a) Let 2, 22, 23, 24 be distinct complex numbers of zero sum, having equal ab- 
solute values. Prove that the points with complex coordinates 21, z2, 23, 24 
are the vertices of a rectangle. 

(b) Let x,y, z,t be real numbers such that sinx +siny + sinz+sint = 0 and 
cosx + cosy + cosz+cost =0. Prove that for every integer n, 


sin(2n + 1)ax + sin(2n + 1)y + sin(2n + 1)z + sin(2n + 1)t = 0. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2011) 


Solution. 
(a) The equality 2; + z2 + 23 + 24 = 0 implies Z, + Z2 + 73 + Z4 = 0, and 
furthermore, 
1 1 1 1 
Poo SO, (1) 
ZL 22 23 ZA 
for |z1| = |z2l =l2s] = |zal £ 0. 
Suppose 21 + z2 = —23 — z4 # 0. The relation (1) gives 2122 = 2324, so 


{z1, 22} = {—23, —24}. On the other hand, if z1+z2 = 0, then z3+2z4 = 0. 
In both cases, the numbers 21, z2, 23,24 form two pairs of equal sum, 
whence the conclusion. 

(b) Let 21 = cosa +isina, zg =cosy+isiny, 23 =cosz+isinz, and z4 = 
cost +isint to get 21+ 29+ 23 + 24 = 0 and |z1| = |z0| = |z3| = |z4| = 1. 
As before, the numbers 21, z2, 23, 24 form two pairs of opposite numbers, 


so the same goes for numbers 27”"", 23"T", Fea zi"*. Therefore, 


Qnt] | ,2ntl | {Intl | 241 
arth + zh’ + agh + 2g" t= 0, 


implying the claim. 
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6.2.6 More on the nth Roots of Unity 


Problem 11. For all positive integers k, define 
U;, = {z € C|z* = 1}. 
Prove that for every pair of integers m and n with0O<m<n, we have 


U, UU2U---UUm, C Uy m+1UUn m+2U:::UU pn. 


(Romanian Mathematical Regional Contest “Grigore Moisil,” 1997) 


Solution. Let p = 1,2,...,m and let z € Up. Then z? = 1. 

Note that n—m+1,n—m+2,...,n are m consecutive integers, and since 
p <™m, there is an integer k € {n —-m+1,n—m-4+2,...,n} such that p 
divides k. 

Let k = k’p. It follows that z* = (ze) = 1, so z € Ug C Un—m4i U 
Un—-m+2U...U Un, as claimed. 


Remark. An alternative solution can be obtained from the fact that 


(a” = har = 1) be (Cae _ 1) 
(ak — 1)(ak-1 —1)---(a—1) 


is an integer for all positive integers a > 1 and n> k. 


Problem 12. Let a, b, c, d, a be complex numbers such that |a| = |b| 4 0 
and |c| = |d| 40. Prove that all roots of the equation 


c(ba + aa)” — d(ax + ba)” =0, n> 1, 


are real numbers. 


Solution. Rewrite the equation as 
ba +aa\"” _d 
atc+ba}/ c 


4 = 1. Consider 


Since |c| = |d], we have |— 
c 


d 
—=cost+isint, t€ [0,27). 
c 


It follows that 
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where 


t+ 2k 
A ae 
nr 


Uk = cos 
The relation (1) implies that 


bau, — aa 
Lk = 
b— aur 


To prove that the roots 2,,k = 0,n —1 are real numbers, it suffices to show 
that x, = X% for all k = 0,1,...,n—1. 
Set |a| = |b] =r. Then 
= re 
_ _ bote-aa_ Fe 


iol. 
Uk 
Lk ra 


re 
a 
2 iL 
Uk 


a 
72 
bo a 


b- auk 


— ba _ 
fe, =. 
aur — bd 


as desired. 


Problem 13. Suppose that z £1 is a complex number such that z” = 1, n> 


1. Prove that 
(n + 1)(2n + 1) 


F |jz—1)?. 


Inz —(n+2)| < 


(Crux Mathematicorum, 2003) 


Solution. Differentiating the familiar identity 


with respect to x, we get 


3 kph} n2™t} — (n+1)a"+1 
Gi ; 
= (x — 1)? 


Multiplying both sides by x and differentiating again, we arrive at 


n 


> Pek = gf), 


k=1 


where 


n2ar*? — (Qn? + 2n — lat! + (n+1)?2"-—ax2-1 
g(x) a 3 * 
(x — 1) 


6.2 Solutions to the Olympiad-Caliber Problems 345 


Taking x = z and using |z| = 1 (which we were given), we obtain 


lo(2)1 < Yo waft = RET NEn +1) (1 
k=1 


On the other hand, taking into account that z” = 1, z #1, we get 


_ (nz? —-An+1)z+n+2) _ n(nz—(n+2)) 


From (1) and (2), we therefore conclude that 


(n+ 1)(2n 4+ 1) 
6 


|nz — (n+ 2)| < ljz—1?. 


Problem 14. Let M be a set of complex numbers such that if x, y © M, 
then — € M. Prove that if the set M has n elements, then M is the set of 


y 
the nth roots of 1. 
Solution. Setting « = y € M yields 1 = “ € M. For x =1 and y € M, we 
y 


1 
obtain — = ye M. 


y 
If x and y are arbitrary elements of M, then x, y~! € M, and consequently, 


x 
y 
Let 21,%2,...,%, be the elements of set M and take at random an ele- 
ment tz, € M,k = I,n. Since x, 4 O for all k = 1,n, the numbers 
LEX, LEL2,...,L~Ly, are distinct and belong to the set M, whence 
{ap01, UpL2,..-,LRXn} = {X1,H2,..., Ln}. 


Therefore, 1,21 - U,0Q°++ Ley = L1XQ°++ Lp, and hence xf; = 1; that is, x, 
is an nth root of 1. 

The number xx was arbitrary; hence M is the set of the nth roots of 1, as 
claimed. 


Problem 15. A finite set A of complex numbers has the following property: 
z€ A implies z” € A for every positive integer n. 


(a) Prove that S* z is an integer. 
zEA 
(b) Prove that for every integer k, one can choose a set A that satisfies the 
above condition and S> z=k. 
zEA 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2003) 
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Solution. 


(a) We will denote by S(X) the sum of the elements of a finite set X. Suppose 
04 2z€ A. Since A is finite, there exist positive integers m < n such 
that 2’ = 2”, whence z”—~™ = 1. Let d be the smallest positive integer k 
such that z* € 1. Then 1, z,2z?,...,2¢~! are distinct, and the dth power 
of each is equal to 1; therefore, these numbers are the dth roots of unity. 


This shows that A\{0} = LU Un,, where Up = {z € C\z? = 1}. Since 


k=1 
S(U,p) = 0 for p > 2,S(U1) = 1 and Up NUy = Up,q), we get 


k 


k<l 


+ S- S(Un, Un, AUn,) +++: = an integer. 
k<l<s 


m 
Suppose that for some integer k there exists A = [J Up, such that 
k=1 
S(A) =k. Let pi,p2,...,pe be the distinct primes that are not divisors 
of any nz. Then 


co 
~ 


S(AU Up,) = S(A) + S(Up,) — S(AN Up,) =k — S(O) =k -1. 
Also, 
S(AU Up pops U Up: paps U Upapaps U Upspspe) 
= S(A) + S(Up,pop3) + S(Upipaps) + S(Upspaps) + S(Upspspe) 
—S(AN Up, pops) — +++ + S(AN Up, pops O Ups paps) 
++++— S(AN Upy pops O Upipaps O Upepaps O Upapsps) 


6 
=k+4-0-45(U,) — S~ S(Up,) + 105(U1) — 58(U1) + 3(Ui) 
k=1 


=k—-—4+4+10-—54+1=k+2. 


Hence, if there exists A such that S(A) = k, then there exist B and C such 
that S(B) =k—1 and S(C) =k+42. The conclusion now follows easily. 


n-1 


- 2k 
Problem 16. Let n > 3 be an odd integer. Evaluate ) sec, 
n 
k=1 


(Mathematical Reflections) 
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Solution. We will prove that 


ifm =1 (mod 4) 


plies 1 

2 2k 9 ? 
2 n+1 
k-1 — 


5 ,ifn=3 (mod 4) 


Let T,, denote Chebyshev’s polynomial of the first kind of degree n, which is 
defined by the formula 
Tn (cos ™) = cos(n@). 


Since T’ (cos) = nsin(n@)/sin 0, we conclude that 
{cos(ka/n):1<k<n-1} 


are the n — 1 distinct zeros of T/,, which is then of degree n — 1. This proves 
that there exists a constant \ such that 


= II « — cos(kr/n)), 


l<k<n 


and consequently, 


T!(X) 1 
'(X) -> X — cos(kr/n) 


k k 
Noting that cos " = cos ae we see that 
n n 


COG: Ses 1 | 1 
PEK). 2 yy (5 —cos(kr/n) <a) 


-Y as 
rome oc cos?(k7/n)’ 


sO 


TI (X) — 2X 
(X) > —1-cos(2kr/n)’ 


at k=1 


and by substituting X = cos@, we get that 


T,/(cos0) _ S 2cos0 
Ti(cos8) (20) — cos(2kr/n)’ 
On the other hand, from T’ (cos 6) = nsin(n@)/sin 0, we see that 


T,” (cos 0) 
Ti, (cos 0) 


(sin 0) = ncot(n@) — cot 0. 
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Therefore, we conclude that 


= 1 oo! ncot(né) 
os(20) — cos(2km/n) — 2sin? @ sin(20) ° 


and for odd n, this is equivalent to 


> __ ncot(né) 1 
oar akan —cos(20) —- 2sin(20) 4 sin? @” 


In particular, taking 6 = 7/4, we obtain 


1 neot(nm/4)—1 — n(-1)@-Y/? -1 


cos(2kr/n) 2 2 : 


Mali 
NI 
any 


k=1 
which is the desired conclusion. 


Problem 17. Let n be an odd positive integer and let z be a complex number 
such that z2"-' —1=0. Evaluate 


n—-1 
1 
II G + Tak 1) . 
k=0 « 
(Mathematical Reflections) 
Solution. Let 


n-i(e ea) 


We have that 

1 1 1 n- 1 

(g+-+1)Z, = (?+5+1) (?+5-1)...(2 + +1) 
z Zz z z 
n 1 
= (2 + Tan + 1) é 
z 

However, from the given condition, we have that z?” = z. Finally, 


1 1 
(2+2+41) a= (24241). 
Zz z 


Problem 18. The expression sin2°sin4°sin6°...sin90° is equal to 
pvV'5/2°°, where p is an integer. Find p. 


Hence Z,, = 1. 
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Solution 1. All trigonometric arguments are in degrees. Notice that 


sin(90a) = Im[(cos 2 + isinx)?"] 


45 
= Yew"( sa ) sin?” +7 (x) cos? 2#+* (a2) 


cman 2n+1 
44 90 
ae qty 2n qty 2 er | 44—n 
sin(x) cos(z) dX & a :) sin“ (a)[sin*(x) — 1] 
Then 
sin(90x) 


sin(a) cos(a) =e) 


is a polynomial in sin(a) of degree 88, and it has roots at 


sin(a) =e sin(2°), x sin(4°), eee gt sin(88°), 


so it follows that these are exactly the roots of the polynomial. Observe that 
the constant term of P(x) is 90, while the leading term has coefficient 


90 Sila. ices 
+ \2n+1) ~ 2 eee 


It follows that 


90 44 2 
550 = II sin(2n) = co" (TI sin(2n) ) ‘ 
n=—44,n40 
and thus a 
; : 45 3/5 
sin(90) II sin(2n) = 988 => 944° 
n=1 


Then p = 3-26 = 192. 
Solution 2. Let a ae Sei 
olution e ee OP G0 isin oO e nave 


45 


-—1 
II sin(2n) =a rs 


By the symmetry of the sine (and the fact that sin(90) = 1), 


II sin(2n) = ii sin(2n), 


n=46 
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so : 
45 89 
; lw*—1] 90 
II sin(2n)| = ) 9 = 989° 
n=1 n=1 


where we have used the usual geometric-series sum for roots of unity. The 
product is clearly positive and real, so it is equal to 


V45 35. 


944 — 944” 
hence p = 3- 2° = 192. 
Problem 19. The polynomial P(x) = (1+a+a7+...+21")? — 21!" has 34 
complex roots of the form 


Zh = Tp(cos(27az) +isin(2ra,)], k =1,2,3,...,34, 


with 0 < ay < ag < a3 <... < aga < 1 andr, > 0. Given that ay + ag + 
ag +a4+ a5 = m/n, where m and n are relatively prime positive integers, 
findm+n. 


(2004 AIME I, Problem 13) 


Solution. We see that the expression for the polynomial P is very difficult 
to work with directly, but there is one obvious transformation to make, sum 
the geometric series: 


2 
P(x) _ 8 —] aM 7 7736 = Dep l8+1 +1 i= 
z—1 z*—2Qe+1 
736 = 9 = git Ee 1 (a1? _ 1)(a!" 2 1) 


>)? - (x — 1)? 


This expression has roots at every 17th root and 19th root of unity other 
than 1. Since 17 and 19 are relatively prime, this means that there are no 
duplicate roots. Thus, a1, a2, @3,@4,a5 are the five smallest fractions of the 


form iD or a for m,n > 0. 


> T7 and T9 can both be seen to be larger than any of 
1 2 3 1 2 
19’ 19’ 19’ 17717’ 
1 2 3 1 2 6 3 6-17+3-1 159 
7 yn co ees ye 


so these latter five are the numbers we want to add: 


and so the answer is 159 + 323 = 482. 


Problem 20. The sets A = {z: 2'8 = 1} and B= {w: w* = 1} are both 
sets of complex roots of unity. The set C = {zw:a€ A and w € B} is also 
a set of complex roots of unity. How many distinct elements are in C? 


6.2 Solutions to the Olympiad-Caliber Problems 351 


Solution 1. The least common multiple of 18 and 48 is 144, so define 


QT betes SOIT 
n = cos —— +27SIN——. 


144 144 
We can write the numbers of the set A as {n§,n!8,...,n144} and of the set 
B as {n3,n°,...,n'4}. Now, n® can yield at most 144 different values. All 


solutions for zw will be in the form of n3*1+3*: 


Note that 8 and 3 are relatively prime, and it is well known that for two 
relatively prime integers a, b, the largest number that cannot be expressed as 
the sum of multiples of a,b is ab—a-—b. For 3, 8, this is 13; however, we can 
easily see that the numbers 145 to 157 can be written in terms of 3, 8. Since 
the exponents are of roots of unity, they reduce modulo 144, so all numbers 
in the range are covered. Thus the answer is 144. 


Solution 2. The 18th and 48th roots of 1 can be found by de Moivre’s 
2k 2k 

theorem. They are cis (==) and cis (==) respectively, where cis 6 = 

cos@+isin@ and k, and kg are integers from 0 to 17 and 0 to 47, respectively: 


— cig (EE, BR) _ gg (Sh + Bhar 
ZW = Cl 9 A = C1S 79 . 


Since the trigonometric functions are periodic with period 27, there are at 
most 72-2 = 144 distinct elements in C. As above, all of these will work. 


2 2 
Problem 21. Let n > 3 be an integer and z = cos = + isin “7 | Consider 
n n 


the sets 
NS ns, aL 


and 
B= {ll+2,1+2+27,.0.,l+2+.6+2" 4}. 


Determine AN B. 
(Romanian Mathematica Olympiad—District Round, 2008) 
Solution. Clearly, 1 ¢ ANB. Let w€ ANB, w# 1. As a member of B, 


k+1 
zt 1-2 


w=lt+2z+...+2 toe 
for some k = 1,2,...,n —1. Since w € A, we get 
|jw|=1 and |1—2** |= (1-2). 
The latter equality yields 
fa EN aso) Si (K+ 1a _ T 


nm n nm nm 
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which implies k = n — 2, so 


because w € A, we must have w” = 1, which means that n has to be even. 


1 
So the answer is AN B = {1} for odd n, and AN B= {1s} for even n. 
z 


6.2.7 Problems Involving Polygons 


Problem 12. Prove that there exists a convex 1990-gon with the following 
two properties: 


(a) all angles are equal; 
(b) the lengths of the sides are the numbers 17,27,37, ..., 19897, 1990? in 
some order. 


(31st IMO) 


Solution. Suppose that such a 1990-gon exists and let Ag, A1,..., Ai9s9 be 
its vertices. The sides A, Axii1, k = 0,1,...,1989 define the vectors A, Ap +1, 
which can be represented in the complex plane by the numbers 


Ze =npw*, k=0,1,...,1989, 


20 20 
here w = cos + isin . Here A = Ag, and ng,71,...,7 
where w 1990 1990 1990 0 0.74 1989 
represents a permutation of the numbers 1?,2?,...,1990?. 
1989 2s 
Because $> A, Ax+1 = 0, the problem can be restated as follows: find a 
k=0 
permutation (no,n1,-.-, 71989) of the numbers 17, 27,..., 1990? such that 
1989 


y nw ='0; 
k=0 


Observe that 1990 = 2-5-199. The strategy is to add vectors after a suitable 
grouping of 2, 5, 199 vectors such that these partial sums can be directed 
toward a suitable result. 

To begin, let us consider the pairing of numbers 


(17, 27), (37, 47),..., (1988”, 19897) 
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and assign these lengths to pairs of opposite vectors respectively: 
(Wr, Wet905), k=O0,...,994. 
By adding the obtained vectors, we obtain 995 vectors of lengths 
2? — 17 = 3; 42 — 3? = 7,6? — 5? = 11;...; 19897 — 19887 = 3979, 


which divide the unit circle of the complex plane into 995 equal arcs. 

Let Bp = 1, Bi,..., Bogs be the vertices of the regular 995-gon inscribed 
in the unit circle. We intend to assign the lengths 3,7,11,...,3979 to the 
unit vectors OB, OB 1,---,OBog4 such that the sum of the obtained vectors 
is zero. 

We divide 995 lengths into 199 groups of size 5: 


(3, 7, 11, 15, 19), (23, 27, 31, 35, 39), ..., (3963, 3967, 3971, 3975, 3979). 


2 2 2 2 

Let ¢ = cos all + isin Ee ok = cos a +isin in be the primitive roots of 
unity of order 5 and 199, respectively. Let P; be the pentagon with vertices 1, 
¢,¢7,¢, C+. Then we rotate P, about the origin O with coordinates through 
2k 
199’ 
respectively. The vertices of Pyii are w*,w*C,w*C?, wkC3,w*C4,k = 0,..., 
198. We assign to unit vectors defined by the vertices Py of the respective 
lengths (Fig. 6.7) 


angles 6, = k = 1,..., 198, to obtain new pentagons P2,..., P98, 


2k + 3,2k +7, 2k +11, 2k +15, 2k + 19(k =0,..., 198). 


Figure 6.7. 
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Thus, we have to evaluate the sum 


198 
S [2k +3)w* + (2k+7)w'C + (Qkh+ 11 )wkC? + (2h +15)whCF + (2k+19)w*C4] 
k=0 


198 198 
= So 2kw(1 +6407 +08 +4) + (84 76 + 110? + 1567 + 19¢4) S$ w*. 
k=0 k=0 


Since 1+¢€+¢€74+¢3+¢4 =0 and 1+w+w? +---+w!% = 0, it follows that 
the sum equals zero. 


Problem 13. Let A and E be opposite vertices of a regular octagon. Let an 


be the number of paths of length n of the form (Po, Pi, ..., Pn), where 
P;, are vertices of the octagon, and the paths are constructed using the rule 
Po =A, P, = E, P; and P;41 are adjacent vertices fori =0, ..., n—1, 
and P, #4 E fori=0, ..., n—1. 


Prove that agn-1 = 0 and agy = yale" —y"—1), for alln =1,2,3, ..., 
where x =2+4+/2 and y=2-— V2. 


(21st IMO) 


Solution. It is convenient to take a regular octagon inscribed in a circle and 
label its vertices as follows: 


A= Ao, A1, A2, A3, Aa = E, A_3, A_2, A-1. 


20 1 
We imagine a step in the path to be rotation of angle — = — about the 


center O of the circumscribed circle of the octagon. In this way, a path is a 
sequence of such rotations, subject to certain conditions. If the rotation is 


counterclockwise, we add the angle 7 If the rotation is clockwise, we add 


the angle a The starting point is Ag, which is represented by the complex 
number z = cos0 + isin0. Each vertex A; of the octagon is represented 


k 
by Zz, = cos + asin a It is convenient to work only with the angles 


2k 
a —4 <k < 4. But these k’s are integers considered modulo 8, so that 


Z4 = 24 and Ay = A_4 (Fig. 6.8). 
We may associate to a path of length n, say (PoPi---P,), an ordered 
sequence (wu, U2,...,Un) of integers that satisfy the following conditions: 


(a) up = +1 for k = 1,2,...,n; more precisely, u; = +1 if the arc (Py_1P) 
is _ and uz, = —1 if the arc (Py_1 Px) is = 

(b) uy tug+--++ ux € {—3, —2, -1,0,1, 2,3} for all k =1,2,...,n—-1, 

(c) Uy tug +-+++ Un = +4. 
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Figure 6.8. 


For example, the sequence associated with the path (Ao, A~-1, 
Ao, A1, A2,A3,A4) is (—1,1,1,1,1,1). From now on, we consider only 
sequences that satisfy (a)—(c). It is obvious that conditions (a)—(c) define 
a bijective function between the set of paths and the set of sequences. 

For every sequence uj, Ug,...,Un and every k, 1 <k <n, we call the sum 
Sk = Uy +U2+-+:+ ux a partial sum of the sequence. It is easy to see that 
for each k,s, is an even number if and only if k is even. Thus, azn; = 0. 
Thus we have to prove the formula for even numbers. For small n, we have 
a2 = 0,a4 = 2; for example, only sequences (1,1,1,1) and (—1, —1, —1, —1) 
of length 4 satisfy conditions (a)—(c). 

In the following, we will prove a recurrence relation between the numbers 
Gn,n even. The first step is to observe that if s, = +4, then s,_9 = +2. 
Moreover, if (t1,U2,---,;Un—2) is a sequence that satisfies (a), (b), and 
Sn—2 = +2, there are only two ways to extend it to a sequence that satis- 
fies (c) as well: either the sequence (uj, U2,...,Un—2, +1, +1) or the sequence 
(u1,U2,---,Un—2,—-1,—1). So if we denote by x, the number of sequences 
that satisfy (a), (b), and s, = +2, then n is even, and an = &n_2. 

Let yn denote the number of sequences that satisfy (a), (b), and sp, = 0. 
Then n is even, and we have the equality 


Yn = In-2 + 2Yn-2- (1) 

This equality comes from the following constructions. 
A sequence (u1,...,Un—2) for which s,_2 = +2 gives rise to a unique se- 
quence of length n with s, = 0 by extending it either to (w1,...,Un—2,1,1) 
or to (t1,U2,---,;Un—1,—1,—1). Also, a sequence (w1,...,Un—2) with 


Sn—2 = O gives rise either to the sequence (ui,...,Un—2,1,—1) or to 
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(u1,---,Un—2, —1, 1). Finally, every sequence of length n with s,, = 0 ends in 
one of the following “terminations”: (—1,—1), (1, 1), (1,-1), (-1,1). 
The following equality is also satisfied: 


Ln = 22n—2 + 2Yn—2- (2) 


This corresponds to the property that every sequence of length n for which 
Sy, = £2 can be obtained either from a similar sequence of length n — 2 by 
adding the termination (1, —1) or the termination (—1, 1), or from a sequence 
of length n — 2 for which s,-2 = 0 by adding the termination (1,1) or the 
termination (—1, —1). 

Now the problem is to derive a, = %p—2 from relations (1) and (2). By 
subtracting (1) from (2), we obtain z,-2 = Ln — Yn, for all n > 4,n even. 
Thus, Yn—2 = Ln-2 — Un—4. Substituting the last equality in (2), we obtain 
the recurrence relation 2, = 4¢%,_2 — 2%,_4, for all n > 4,n even. Taking 
into account that 2, = @n+2, we obtain the linear recurrence relation 


An+2 = 4an — 2an—-2, n= 4, (3) 


with the initial values a2 = 0, a4 = 2. 

The sequence (a,,),n > 2,n even is uniquely defined by az = 0,a4 = 2 and 
the relation (3). Therefore, to answer the question, it is sufficient to prove 
1 
ale + /2)""! — (2— /2)"~*) obeys the 

same conditions. This is a straightforward computation. 


that the sequence (C27 )n>1, Can = 


Problem 14. Let A, B, C be three consecutive vertices of a regular polygon 
and let us consider a point M on the major arc AC of the circumcircle. 
Prove that 
MA-MC = MB? — AB’. 


Solution. Consider the complex plane with origin at the center of the poly- 


gon. Without loss of generality we may assume that the coordinates of A, B,C 
27 2a 
are 1, €, €”, respectively, where ¢ = cos — + isin —. 
nm n 
Let 2,7 = cost +isint, t € [0, 27) be the coordinate of point M. From the 


4 
hypothesis, we derive that t > “1 Then 
n 


t 
MA=\|zu-1)= \/ (cost - 1)? + sin? t = /2 — 2cost = 2sin 5; 


2 t 
MB [xs ~e|= [2 ~2e0s( =) = asin ( =) 
n 2 on 
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2 
ABS ipo Syi ood — San. 
n nr 


We have 
t. 
MB? — AB? = Asin? ( = 4sin? = 
2 sn n 
( Qn ( =) ) 
= 2 cos cos | t 
n n 
Qn ( =) Qr ( =) 
t t 
= —2.2sin 5 PL sin © 5 e 
QT 
= 2sin—=-2sin| = —- — ] = MA- MC, 
n 
as desired. 


Problem 15. Let A, A2--- A, be a regular polygon inscribed in a circle C of 
radius 1. Find the maximum value of Ga PA;, where P is an arbitrary 
point on circle C. 


(Romanian Mathematical Regional Contest “Grigore Moisil,” 1992) 


Solution. Rotate the polygon A,;A2:--A, so that the coordinates of its 
vertices are the complex roots of unity of order n: €1,€2,...,€n. Let z be the 
coordinate of point P located on the circumcircle of the polygon and note 
that |z| = 1. 

The equality 


yields 
jz" -1| = |] le-¢;l = [] PAs. 
j=l j=l 


n 
Since |z” — 1| < |z|" +1 = 2, it follows that the maximal value of [|] PAs 
j=l 
is 2 and is attained for z” = —1, ie., for the midpoints of arcs A;Aj41,j = 
1,...,n, where Any, = At. 


Problem 16. Let A, A2---A2n be a regular polygon with circumradius equal 
to 1 and consider a point P on the circumcircle. Prove that 


n—-1 
SO PAL PAL y= 20. 
k=0 


358 6 Answers, Hints, and Solutions to Proposed Problems 


Solution. Without loss of generality, assume that points A, have coordi- 
nates e*—! fork =1,...,2n, where 


T Soe de 
€ =cos—+7sn—-. 
n n 
Let a be the coordinate of the point P,|a| = 1. We have 


PAgsy1 = la — e* | 


PAntk+1 = |a—e"**| = la +e", 


n-1 ae 
Py PAR, : PAL pay = pa la — e* |? - |a + e*/? 
a= k=0 

n-1 


k=0 
n-1 
=) ((2-08* —Ge*)(2 + a&* + ae*) 
k=0 
n-1 n-1 n-1 
_ Ge a2eek a2<2*) es ke ce a? Te a? > ver 
k=0 k=0 k=0 
e2n 1 ‘4 e2n —1 
=2n-a- > 5 = 2n, 
e* — 1 e* —] 


as desired. 
Problem 17. Let A, A2...An be a regular n-gon inscribed in a circle with 


center O and radius R. Prove that for each point M in the plane of the n-gon, 
the following inequality holds: 


[[ 4: < (OM? + R?)?. 
k=1 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2009) 


Solution. Let us work in the complex plane with O as the origin and without 
loss of generality, R = 1. Let 


Qn |, Or 
Ww = cos — +7S1In —, 
n n 
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and let the complex numbers w,w?,...,w”,2 correspond to the points 
Aj, Ao,..., An, M, respectively. Then our inequality is equivalent to 


[] e-«'l < VdeP +". 
k=1 


Since w,w?,...,w” are the roots of 2” — 1 = 0, we have 


n 
][ le -#*| = le” - 1) < [el +1, 
k=1 


by the triangle inequality. Hence it remains to show that 


n-1 


(| +1)? < (le? +1)" 4 els (2) eh 


k=1 
which follows from AM-GM inequality, since n > 3 and 


n—-1 


S- @ |a|?* > nal? + n|2|?"-? > 2nja|” + 2Ia|”. 
k=1 


Equality holds iff |z| = 0 i.e., when M =O. 


6.2.8 Complex Numbers and Combinatorics 


n 


2 
Problem 11. Calculate the sum sp, = >> |) coskt, where t € [0, 7]. 
k=0 


Solution. Let us consider the complex number z = cost + isint and the 


sum tn, = >> (;;) sin kt. Observe that 


n 2 n 2 
Sn titra => (;) (cos kt + isin kt) = - (z) (cost +isint)*. 


k=0 k=0 


In the product (1+ X)"(1 + 2X)” = (1+ (z+ 1)X + 2X”), we set the 
coefficient of X” equal to obtain 


os (7) ) ae ape +" (1) 


O<k,s<n O<k,s,r<n 
k+s=n k+str=n 
s+2r=n 


360 6 Answers, Hints, and Solutions to Proposed Problems 


The above relation is equivalent to 


x(t) 


k=0 


(#1 n 2k (2-4 1yn-2kek, (2) 
k=0 


The trigonometric form of the complex number 1 + z is given by 


1+cost+isint Fear 2 kore E ea! es co ts ae 
—4 _ In — - = 

2 a 9 5) 2 eo ve 5 
since t € [0,7]. From (2), it follows that 


[3] 


n—2k 
: n 2k t nt  ., nt 
saa & G ) (200s 5) (cos +isin 


_ n 2k 9 io nt 
= ok k cos 5 cos 57 
k=0 
— [2] n 2k 5 cos ama ~ nt 
— a. ok k cos 5 sin ' 


Remark. Here we have a few particular cases of (2). 


(1) If z=1, then 
[ 


a) a) a) 


w|s 


(2) If z= —1, then 
0 if n is odd, 


Sn (x) > co? ( ‘ Ne if nis even, 


n/2 
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Problem 12. Prove the following identities: 


1(5)+(t)+(B) ender) 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 1981) 


(5) +(3)* (Co) + 


Solution. 


(1) In Problem 4, consider p = 4 to obtain 
n Es n % n i == (1+2/ nm" at) 
0 4 8 => ee cos q Cos ee 
1 o 
=5 (2" +22+1 cog *) : 


(2) Let us consider p = 5 in Problem 4. We find that 


() +) +(s) +> 


ee 1+2(co =)" co see aeeee - pelts 
=e COS = se - os } . 


Using the well-known relations 


m_V8t1 og coset VOW! 
a 7 an ce = a 


the desired identity follows. 


Problem 13. Consider the integers An, Bn, Cn defined by 


The following identities hold: 


(1) A2 + B2 + C2 — A, Bn — ByCy — Cp An = 3"; 
(2) A2 + A,B, + B2 = 3"-1. 
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Solution. 


(1) Let ¢ be a cube root of unity different from 1. We have 
(l—e)" = A, + Bre + Cre’, (1- oe =A, + Bre? + Che. 
Hence 


A2+B?+C?—A, By —ByCn—CrAn = (Ant+Bne+Cne*)(Ant+Bne?+Cre) 


= (1-61-22) = (Le 2 41) =". 


(2) It is obvious that A, + B, +C,, = 0. Replacing C,, = —(A, + B,) in the 
previous identity, we get A? + An Bn + C2 = 371. 


Problem 14. Let p > 3 be a prime and let m, n be positive integers divisible 
by p such that n is odd. For each m-tuple (ci, ..., Cm), c € {1,2, ..., n}, 
m 


with the property that p| >> cj, let us consider the product c1---Cm. Prove 
i= 


that the sum of all these products is divisible by (2) : 
Pp 


Solution. For & € {0,1,...,p— 1}, consider x, = Soa -++Cm, the sum of 
m 


all products cy --+Cm such that c; € {1,2,...,n} and soa =k (mod p). 


i=1 
27 27 
If ¢ = cos — +7sin —, then 
Pp Pp 
p-l 
(e+ 2c? +---+ne")™ = De Clee Omer tem = S- Cpe. 
Cle; Cm€{12,...,n} k=0 
Taking into account the relation 
ent? _ Lett +e € 
2 $92 hacgyet = 2 (n +1) + oe 
(e — 1)? e—l1 


(see Problem 9 in Sect. 5.4 or Problem 13 in Sect. 5.5), it follows that 


in = ae (1) 


On the other hand, from <?~! + --- +e¢+1=0, we obtain that 


1 
e—l1 


1 
= ne Qe? 3 4 4+ (p—Qe+p—1); 
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hence 


n™ 


(e— 1)" 


7 ( (eP-? $2? 3 40+ + (p—e+p—H™. 


Put 


(XP? 42XP 34... 4 (p—2)X +p—1)™ = bo + 1X +--+ +Bm(p—2y XP), 


and obtain 
n™ n\™ = 
or = ( =) (Yo + ye + +++ + Yp—re?~*), (2) 
where y; = So ob. 
k=j(mod p) 


From (1) and (2), we get 


Lo — Yo + (41 — rye +++ + (@p-1 an =0, 
n m 
where r = (-*) . From Proposition 4 in Sect. 2.2.2, it follows that x9 — 
Pp 
Tyo = ©1— TY, = +++ = Lp-1 — TY,_1 = k. Now it is sufficient to show that 


pk = ao +-+++2p-1 —T(yo +--+ + Yp-1) 
= (LEQ Hen)" — Hl Hos + omega) 
= (14240) 2b + (BH), 


= (a 2" : (2e 2)" 


Since the right-hand side is divisible by pr, it follows that r|k. 


and we obtain 


Problem 15. Let k be a positive integer and a = 4k—1. Prove that for every 
positive integer n, the integer 


={7j=(, a ee ae ee ee n-1 
me = @ (S)e+ (Ge @r + is divisible by 2”~~. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 1984) 


Solution. Expanding (1 + 7,/a)” by the binomial theorem and then sepa- 
rating the even and odd terms, we obtain 


(L+ iva)” = sn +ivVatn. (1) 
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Passing to conjugates in (1), we get 
(1 —iVa)” = sy —iVatn. (2) 
From (1) and (2), it follows that 


sy = 5 [(1 + eva)" + (1 iva)" (3) 


The quadratic equation with roots 2; = 1+i/a and z2 = 1—iVais 27-2z+ 
(a +1) = 0. It is easy to see that for every positive integer n, the following 
relation holds: 

Sn42 = 28n41 — (1+ a)Sn. (4) 


Now we proceed by induction by step 2. We have s; = 1 and s; =1—a= 
2 —4k = 2(1 — 2k), and hence the desired property holds. Assume that 
2”-1\s, and 2"|s,41. From (4), it follows that 2”*1|s,42, since 1+a = 4k 
and 2”+1|(1 + a)8p. 


Problem 16. Let m and n be integers greater than 1. Prove that 


1 20 
oS. 260s 4 he ee = 
kit+ket...tk,=m 

ky ,k,...,kn 20 


(Mathematical Reflections, 2009) 


Solution. Let DL denote the left-hand side of the proposed identity. We ob- 
serve that L is the real part of the complex number 


wkiteket...tnkn wt (w?) 2 oan (w”) Kn 


kylko!...k,! kylko!...kn! 
n=m TN um ky t+kot+...t¢ky,=m te m 
k1,k2,...,kn 20 k1,k2,...,kn 20 


Qr Ct QT 
where w = cos — +7 —. 


n n 
Now, using the multinomial theorem, we have 


ny m 
Za(wtur+.to™ terms (4 ) =0 
(since w” = 1). Thus, L = Re(Z) = 0. 


Problem 17. Given an integer n > 2, let an, bn, Cn be integers such that 


(72 — ib as = An + bn V2 + Cn V4. 
Show that cn = 1 (mod 8) if and only if n = 2 (mod 3). 


(Romanian IMO Team Selection Test, 2013) 
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Solution. The binomial expansion of (¥/2— 1)" yields 


_ _4)\n-k .9(k-2)/3(™\) — 7 _4yn i 
we Sere () = 1) ye ie (mod 3). 
k=2 (mod 3) k=2 (mod 3) 


Since 


y 6 ~ aC 1)" +e(1 +e)" +e7(1 +e7)”) 


k=2 (mod 3) 
1 
= (2" + 2cos(n + 3)5) ; 
where 1 + ¢ +e? = 0, the condition n = 2 (mod 3) may be restated as 
3Cn, = (—1)” (2” + 2cos(n + 2)7) =3 (mod 9). 


Consideration of n modulo 6 yields 3c, = 3 (mod 9) if n = 2 or 5 (mod 6), 
and 3c, = 0 (mod 9) otherwise. The conclusion follows. 


6.2.9 Miscellaneous Problems 


Problem 12. Solve in complex numbers the system of equations 


xlyl + yla| = 22?, 
yl2| + 2|y| = 22°, 
z|z| + alz| = 2y?. 


Solution. Using the triangle inequality, we have 
2\z/? = |zlyl + ylell < |elly| + lyllel, 
so |z|? < |2| - |y|. Likewise, 
lyl? < |2| - |2| and |z|? < lyllal. 
Summing these inequalities yields 
Jel? + Iyl? + lal? < lalla! + lyllel + lela 


This implies that 
Iz] =|y| = |z| =. 


366 6 Answers, Hints, and Solutions to Proposed Problems 


Ifa = 0, then « = y = z = 0 is a solution of the system. Consider a > 0. 


The system may be written as 


205 
r+y=-2, 

a 

2 
yt2=—2, 

a 

2 
z+ = —y", 

a 


Subtracting the last two equations gives 


2 2 
g—y=—(y’ — 2), ie, (y—2z) (u+0+2) =0. 


a 
72 
Case l. Ifa=y, then x = y = —. The last equation implies 
a 


Pe 4 
— =2-. 
aa a ae 
This is equivalent to 
Z\3 z 
a(3)'=E+s 
a a 
hence ; 
ee By & rts 
a a Dns 
F . z —1+: 
If z =a, then x = y = z = a is a solution of the system. If — = 5? 
a 
then 
$y Pee eae J2 
- 7 2 2° 
which is a contradiction. 5 
Case 2. Ifa+y=—-, then = —z7. We obtain z = +7 and a = |z| = 1. 
a a a 
Consider z = 7; then 
g=(e#+y)—(ytz) +2 = 22? — 22? 4+ 2=-24+4- 22’, 
or equivalently, 
Qa? +2+2-i=0. 
1 
Then « =iorg = 5 — 1. Since |x| = a = 1, we have x = i. Then 


y = 2a? —z = —2—iand |y| = /5 4 a = 1, 80 the system has no solution. 
The case z = —i has the same conclusion. 


Therefore, the solutions are x = y = z = a, where a > 0 is a real number. 
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Problem 13. Solve in complex numbers the following: 


yy 


LY 
2(z—2 


z 


a 
—_~— 


\= 
y) = 3. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Second Round, 2002) 


Solution. In every solution (x,y,z), we have x 0, y 0, z 0 and 
cAy,y#z,2#x. We can divide each equation by another and obtain new 
equations: 


gy? =ye+ 20, 


yt 2? =ay + 20, (1) 
eg = ryt yz. 


By adding them, one obtains the equality 
ety +27 =aytyz+ ee. (2) 


After subtracting the second equation in (1) from the first, one obtains x + 
y +z =0. By squaring this identity, one obtains an improvement of (2): 


ety +2? = ay + yet n= 0. (3) 


Using (3) in (1), one obtains 


S29 S28 oy; (4) 


and also 


Pay He = ayes 


It follows that x, y, z are distinct roots of the same complex number a = xyz. 


From 2° 3 = 23 = gyz = a we obtain 
y y 


a= Va, t=eV/a, z=e Va, (5) 


where e? +¢+1=0,ce? = 1. When we introduce the relations (5) in the first 
equation of the original system, we obtain a3(1—)(1—.«?) = 3. Taking into 
account the computation 


(-e)\(—e?) =1-—e -—27 41353, 
we have a® = 1. Hence, we obtain, using (5), that (2, y,z) is a permutation 
of the set {1,¢,e7}. 


Problem 14. Let X, Y, Z, T be four points in the plane. The segments 
[XY] and [ZT] are said to be connected if there is some point O in the plane 
such that the triangles OXY and OZT are right isosceles triangles in O. 
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Let ABCDEF be a convex hexagon such that the pairs of segments [AB], 
[CE], and [BD], [EF] are connected. Show that the points A, C, D, and F 
are the vertices of a parallelogram and that the segments [BC] and [EA] are 
connected. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2002) 


Solution. Suppose that the triangles OXY and OZT are oriented counter- 
clockwise. Let x,y,z,t be the coordinates of the points X,Y,Z,T, and let 
m be the coordinate of O. Since these are right isosceles triangles, we have 
xr—-m=i(y—m),z—m=i(t—m). It follows that m(1—7) = «—-iy = zit. 
We deduce that # — z = i(y—t). 


- Le and the 
—1 


Conversely, if x — iy = z — it, the coordinate of O is m = = 


triangles OXY and OZT are right and isosceles. 

Let a, b,c, d,e, f be the coordinates of the given hexagon in that order. We 
can write a —ib=c—ie,b—id =e —if. It follows that a+d=c+f, ie., 
ACDF is a parallelogram. 

Multiplying the first equality by 7, we obtain b — ic = e — ia, i.e., BC and 
AE are connected. 


Problem 15. Let ABCDE be a cyclic pentagon inscribed in a circle with 
center O that has angles B = 120°, C = 120°, D = 130°, FE = 100°. Show that 
the diagonals BD and CE meet at a point belonging to the diameter AO. 


(Romanian IMO, Team Selection Test, 2002) 


Solution. By standard computations, we find that on the circumscribed 
circle, the sides of the pentagon subtend the following arcs: AB = 80°, BC = 


40°, CD = 80°, DE = 20° and EA = 140°. It is then natural to consider all 
these measures as multiples of 20° that correspond to the primitive 18th roots 


27 20 
of unity, say w = cos 18 + 2sin —~. We thus assign to each vertex, starting 


from A(1), the corresponding root of unity: B(w*),C(w®), D(w!°), E(w"). 
We shall use the following properties of w: 
er = of = =1, paw, ow TSO, (A) 
We need to prove that the coordinate of the common point of the lines BD 
and CE is a real number (Fig. 6.9). 
The equation of the line BD is 


369 
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and the equation of the line CE is 
Zz &@ 


Equation (1) can be written as follows: 


B@‘*) 
A’ (| A(@) 


D@ 12) 


E@!) 


Figure 6.9. 


+ w?(w® —1) = 0. 


or 
zu®(w® — 1) + Zw*(w® — 1) 4 
Using the properties of w, we derive a simplified version of (1): 
zw +Z+w? =0. 
(2") 


In the same way, (2) becomes 
zw +z —w(wt—1)=0. 


—w® + w? —w 
Ww? 


From (1’) and (2’) we obtain the following expression for z: 
2 
1 


—w' +wi—w 
— 6 


£= 
wt —w 
To prove that z is real, it will suffice to prove that it coincides with its 


w 


conjugate. It is easy to see that 
w-l w-l 
we SCO 
is equivalent to 
ot — a =wt—w, 
—w?, which is true by the properties of w given in (A) 


i600 — we = ee 
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Problem 16. A function f is defined on the complex numbers by 
f(z) = (a+ bi)z, 


where a and b are positive numbers. This function has the property that the 
image of each point in the complex plane is equidistant from that point and 
the origin. Given that |a + bi| = 8 and that b? = m/n, where m and n are 
relatively prime positive integers, find m+n. 


(1999 AIME, Problem 9) 


Solution 1. Suppose we pick an arbitrary point in the complex plane, say 
(1,1). According to the definition of 


f(x) = f(1 +4) = (a+ bi)(1 +7) = (a— 6) + (a + d)i, 
this image must be equidistant to (1,1) and (0,0). Thus the image must lie on 
11 
the line with slope —1 that passes through (5. 5) , so its graph isa+y=1. 


1 
Substituting « = (a — b) and y = (a+ 0), we get 2a =1>a= 5 By the 
Pythagorean theorem, we have 


ah" 255 
= b? = 8? bp? = 
el 7 


and the answer is 259. 


Solution 2. We are given that (a+ bi)z is equidistant from the origin and z. 
This translates to 

\(a + bi)z — 2| = |(a + biz], 

|z(a — 1) + bzi| = az + bzil, 


|z||(a — 1) + bi] = |z||a + bil, 


1 
(a1)? +b =a? +b, a= 5. 


1 2 
Since |a+ bi| = 8, a? +b? = 64. But a= 7 and thus b? = = So the answer 
is 259. 


Solution 3. Let P and Q be the points in the complex plane represented 
by z and (a + bt)z, respectively. Then |a + bi| = 8 implies OQ = 8OP. Also, 
we are given OQ = PQ, so OPQ is isosceles with base OP. Notice that 
the base angle of this isosceles triangle is equal to the argument 0 of the 
complex number a+ bi, because (a + bi)z forms an angle of 6 with z. Drop 
the altitude/median from Q to the base OP, and you end up with a right 
triangle showing that 
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1 1 
80Q 8|z| 16 


cos@ 


Since a and DB are positive, z lies in the first quadrant, and @ < 7/2. Hence 
by right triangle trigonometry, 


2 
sin 0 = ee 
Finally, 
V2 V2 2 
b= la + bilsing = 8 = a and b? = aa 


so the answer is 259. 


Problem 17. Let F(z) = : Bt for all complex numbers z # i, and let 
z—14 
an = F (Zn-1) 
ors + 1 : : 
for all positive integers n. Given that zp = 137 +% and Za992 = a +1, where 


a and b are real numbers, find a+ b. 
(2002 AIME I, Problem 12) 


Solution. Integrating F' we get 


(z+t1)G4+1)? (2+1)(2i) 1 z41. 


~ @-D0F+2) @—DQ) x1" 


zg+1..., NG 
at 
_z-1 _z-1 ee ee cee) ee 
1-1 1 
z—-1 z—1 


From this, it follows that z,43 = z, for all k. Thus 


22002 = 23-66741 = 271 = Zz — = 1 ie = I 
137 


1 ) : 1 
; —+4+i}+i — +23 
ati ( _ 137 * Ree 


Thus a+ 6 =1+4 274 = 275. 
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Problem 18. Given a positive integer n, it can be shown that every complex 
number of the form r + si, where r and s are integers, can be uniquely ex- 
pressed in the base —n +i using the integers 1,2,...,n? as digits. That is, 
the equation 


r+ si = Om(—n +i)” + am—1(—n +1)™ * +... +a1(—n +7) +40 


is valid for a unique choice of nonnegative integer m and digits ao, @1,...,Q4m 
chosen from the set {0,1,2,...,n7}, with am #0. We write 


r+st= (@mQm—1 tes 4100) —n-+i 


to denote the base-(—n +7) expansion of r+ si. There are only finitely many 
integers k + Oi that have four-digit expansions 


k = (a3a2a1a9)-34i, a3 4 0. 
Find the sum of all such k. 
(1989 AIME, Problem 14) 
Solution. First, we find the first three powers of —3 + 17: 
(-3+7)'=-34+4, (-3+1)? =8-6i, (—3+4)? = -18 +4 267. 


So we need to solve the Diophantine equation 
a, — 6a + 26a3 = 0 => ay — bag = —26a3. 
The least possible value of the left-hand side is —54, so ag < 2. We try cases: 


Case 1. ag = 2. The only solution is (a, a2, a3) = (2,9, 2). 

Case 2. a3 = 1. The only solution is (a, a2, a3) = (4,5, 1). 

Case 3. a3 = 0. It is impossible for a3 to equal 0, for otherwise, we would 
not have a four-digit number. 


So we have the four-digit integers (292a9)_34; and (154a9)_34;, and we need 
to find the sum of all integers / that can be expressed by one of these. 

For (292a9)-3+4:, we plug the first three digits in base 10 to get 304+ ao. 
The sum of the integers / in that form is 345. 

For (154a9)-3+:, we plug the first three digits into base 10 to get 
10 + ao. Thus the sum of the integers k in that form is 145. The answer 
is 345 + 145 = 490. 


Problem 19. There is a complex number z with imaginary part 164 and a 
positive integer n such that 
= dij. 


Zen 
Find n. 


(2009 AIME, Problem 2) 
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Solution. Let z = a+ 1647. Then 


a+ 1647 


ad lbp 7 i and a + 164i = (4i)(a + m + 1642) = 4i(a + m) — 656. 


By comparing coefficients, equating the real terms on the leftmost and right- 
most sides of the equation, we conclude that a = —656. 
By equating the imaginary terms on each side of the equation, we conclude 
that 
164i = 4i(a + n) = 4i(—656 + n). 


We now have an equation for n: 
4i(—656 + n) = 164%, 
and this equation shows that n = 697. 


Problem 20. Let u,v,w be complex numbers of modulus 1. Prove that one 
can choose signs + and — such that 


jtutvty| <1. 
(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2007) 


Solution. Denote by uppercase letters the points having as complex coor- 
dinates the corresponding lowercase letters. We have that u+v+ w is the 
complex coordinate of the orthocenter H of the triangle UVW. 
If UVW is acute or right, we take all signs to be +, and this gives the 
solution, because H is interior to UVW, and so interior to the circumcircle. 
Otherwise, one angle is obtuse, say W. Then for w’ = —w, we get the 
acute triangle UVW’, reducing the problem to the first case. 


Problem 21. Consider a complex number z, z #0 and the real sequence 


An = TM; 21s 


1 
n 
oo ae | 


(a) Show that if a, > 2, then 


An + An+2 


5 , for all n € N*. 


An41 < 


(b) Prove that if there exists k € N* such that ay < 2, then ay < 2. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2010) 
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Solution 1. 


(a) We easily observe that 


1 1 
n+1 , | 2 n+1 
2\z ati zc 5 z + el 
1 1 1 
— |, n+2 n \ n+2 | 
= |z Waa 1 Fate Sz + on + |Z r ate | 


(b) Suppose for the sake of obtaining a contradiction that a, > 2. Then (a) 
implies that the sequence a,+41— dn, is strictly increasing, so Gn41 —Gn > 


a2 — a,. But 
1\2 
(+2) -—2 
Zz 


and therefore, the sequence (dy), is strictly increasing. Hence a, > a1 > 
2 for all k, a contradiction. 


1 
ale Rae 


2 
if 2 

> (-+2) —-2=aj-—2>a, 
z 


Solution 2. Consider the sequence (a,,)n>1 given by 
_— n 


1 
Extend it to the left with the term ag = z°+ —= = 2, and set a = ay. Clearly, 
z 


(Cr) Gra) 
An = | 2z+— (Aaa Dicer 
z Zz 


1 1 
= G + aa) Ga =) = Anti + An-1 


for all n > 1, so the sequence (@,,)n>0 satisfies the linear recurrence relation 


Gn = |Q,|. We have 


An+t1 = AAn — An-1- 
Then for |a| > 2, we have 


An+1 + An-1 
a 


< ln+1| + |On—1| < An+1 + aAn-1 


an = lon | = 


ie., the sequence (a; )n>0 is convex. 
But then if a; = |a| > 2 = ao, every convex sequence is (strictly) increas- 
ing, since from ay > Gn—1 follows 


An+1 > 2an — An-1 = An + (Gn — tai) > an, 
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and the assertion is proved by simple induction. Conversely, if there exists 
k © N* such that a, < 2, then a; < 2. Therefore, the proof of (b) comes 
directly from (a), and the nature of the sequence is no longer relevant. 


Problem 22. Consider the set M ={z€C]| |z|=1, Rez € Q}. Prove that 
the complex plane contains an infinity of equilateral triangles with vertices 
in M. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—Final Round, 2012) 
Solution. Let z = a+bi be a complex number of modulus 1 such that a € Q: 
a? +>? =1. 


An equilateral triangle having z as one vertex that will satisfy the given 
condition has the other two vertices at the points z(—1/2 + (i/3)/2). 

The real parts of these numbers are —a/2 + (bV/3)/2. Because a € Q, we 
have —a/2+ (bV3)/2) € Q if and only if b\/3 € Q. Let q=b/V3 € Q. 

To conclude the solution, we have to prove that the equation 


a? +3q7=1 


has an infinity of solutions (a, q) € QxQ, ie., that the equation m?+3n? = p? 
admits an infinity of solutions (m,n,p) ¢NxNxN. 

Since 3n? = (p—m)(p+m), we look for solutions such that p—m = 3 and 
p+m=n*. we have n? = 2m +3, so n is odd. Putting n = 2k+1, k € N*, 
we obtain m = 2k? + 2k—1 and p = 2k? 4+ 2k4+ 2. Then 


a = (2k7 + 2k —1)/(2k?7+2k4+2), b= ((2k+1)V3)/(2k? + 2k 4+ 2), 


and z =a+ bi is of modulus 1 with a,b > 0. So the triangle with one vertex 
in z is uniquely determined. Since k € N is arbitrary, the conclusion follows. 


Problem 23. Let (dy)n>1 be a sequence of nonnegative integers such that 
n—-1 


Gn <n for alln > 1 and S~ cos = 0 for alln > 2. Find a closed 
n 
k=1 
formula for the general term of the sequence. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2012) 


Ta Ta 
Solution. Observe that a; = 1 and cos ~ + cos =0 implies ag = 2. 


Induct on n to prove that a, = n, n > 1. Suppose a, = & for all k = 
1,2,...,n—1. The given relation can be rewritten as 


Ta et tk 
nm 

cos == cos : 
n+1 s n+1 
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Set 


T a8 
Zz = cos + 24S1n 
n+l 


and observe that 


pa tet ig Se 


1 
Use z = — to get 
z 


1l+z = 1l+z 
l-z}) l-z 


z 
= 0, and consequently, 
z 


1 
and hence Re 7 = 


” k 
S © cos a i = 0. 
k=1 net: 


Tan m . 
From cos = cos and an <n we get a, =n, as claimed. 
n+1 n+l 


Problem 24. Let a and b be two rational numbers such that the absolute 
value of the complex number z = a+ bi is equal to 1. Prove that the absolute 
value of the complex number zn, =1+2+27+...+2"71 is a rational number 
for all odd integers n. 


(Romanian Mathematical Olympiad—District Round, 2012) 


Solution. Set z = cost +isint, t € [0, 27), and observe that sint, cost are 
both rational numbers. For z = 1, the claim holds. For z 4 1, write 


ln] =|L+2+27+... 427 | = |(2" -—1)/(z-1). 


Let n = 2k+1,k © N. Then 


CS ieee sin CRE) inf 
(2k +1) 


t t 
It is sufficient to prove that x, = sin /sin 3 is a rational number. 


Observe that xp41 — t, = 2cos(k+1)t, k € N and a =1¢€Q. Since 
cos(k + 1)r = Rez*t! = Re(a + bi)**1 €Q, 


by induction we get that x; is rational for all k € N. 


Glossary 


Antipedal triangle of point M: The triangle determined by perpendicular 
lines from vertices A, B, C of triangle ABC to MA, MB, MC, respectively. 
Area of a triangle: The area of triangle with vertices with coordinates 
21, 22, 23 is the absolute value of the determinant 


za i1 


A=— 22 221 
23 23 1 


Area of pedal triangle of point X with respect to the triangle ABC: 


area[ABC 
4R? 

where x is the coordinate of X and R is the circumradius of the triangle. 

Argument of a complex number: If the polar representation of complex 

number z is z = r(cos¢t* + isint*), then arg(z) =t*. 

Barycenter of set {A;,...,A,} with respect to weights m,...,7™n: 


area[PQR] = |ex — R?|. 


The point G with coordinate zg = —(m121 + +--+ MnZn), where m = 
m 

My +et+ + Mn. 

Barycentric coordinates: In triangle ABC, the unique real number 

La, Lb, Pe Such that 


ZP = baa + yb + ec, where pg + py + Me = 1. 


Basic invariants of triangle: semiperimeter s, inradius r, circumradius R. 
Binomial equation: An algebraic equation of the form Z” + a = 0, where 
aEec. 

Blundon’s inequalities: The necessary and sufficient conditions for three 
positive real numbers to be the semiperimeter s, the circumradius R, and 
inradius r, of a triangle. 

Ceva’s theorem: Let AD, BE, CF be three cevians of triangle ABC’. Then 
lines AD, BE, CF are concurrent if and only if 
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AF BD CE 


FR DG EA” 


Cevian of a triangle: Any segment joining a vertex to a point on the 
opposite side. 

Concyclicity condition: If points M,(z,), k = 1,2,3,4, are not collinear, 
then they are concyclic if and only if 


23 — 42 23 — 2a 


R*. 


Z1— 22 21 — 24 


Collinearity condition: M)(z,), M2(z2), M3(z3) are collinear if and only 


Complex coordinate of point A with Cartesian coordinates (z,y): 
The complex number z = x + yi. We use the notation A(z). 


Complex coordinate of the midpoint of segment [AB]: zy = e 5 e 


where A(a) and B(b). 

Complex coordinates of important centers of a triangle: Consider the 
triangle ABC with vertices with coordinates a, b, c. If the origin of complex 
plane is in the circumcenter of triangle ABC, then: 


e The centroid G has coordinate zg = s(a +b+c). 
aa+ 8b+ ye 


e The incenter J has coordinate z; = 
a+Bt+y¥ 


side lengths of triangle ABC. 


e The orthocenter H has coordinate zy =a+b+c. 
roa+7rgb+ rye 


, where a, 8, ¥ are the 


e The Gergonne point J has coordinate zy = , where 


Ta + rp +ry 
Ta, Tg, Ty are the radii of the three excircles of the triangle. 
a’a + B7b+ y7e 
a2 + B2+72 ~ 


e The Lemoine point K has coordinate zx = 


e The Nagel point N has coordinate 
w= (1-S)a+(1-2)04(0-2)c 
8 8 8 


1 
e The center Og of nine-point circle has coordinate zo, = 5 (4 +b+c). 


Complex number: A number z of the form z = a+ bi, where a, b are real 
numbers and i = /—1. 

1 = 
Complex product of complex numbers a and b: a x b = =(ab— ab). 
Conjugate of a complex number: The complex number 7 = a — bi, where 
z=at bi. 
Cyclic sum: Let n be a positive integer. Given a function f of n variables, 
define the cyclic sum of variables (x1, x2, ..., Un) as 
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So f(a, TQ, +2 +5 In) = f(x, TQ, +++ In) + f (x2, U3, +++, In; 1) 


cyc 


aR flan, B15 LQ, «22, G1) 
De Moivre’s formula: For an angle a and integer n, 
(cosa +isina)” = cosna + isinna. 


Distance between points M/,(z,) and M2(z2): MMe = |z2 — 21|. 
Equation of a circle: z-7+a-z2+@-7+8=0, whereae€ Cand eR. 
Equation of a line: @- 7+ az+ 6 = 0, where a € C*, 68 € Rand z = 
a+iy€éC. 

Equation of a line determined by two points: If P;(z,) and P2(z2) are 
distinct points, then the equation of the line P,P, is 


Zy 21 1 

ae | 
Euler’s formula: Let O and I be the circumcenter and incenter, respectively, 
of a triangle with circumradius R and inradius r. Then 


OI? = R? — 2Rr. 


Euler line of triangle: The line determined by the circumcenter O, the 
centroid G, and the orthocenter H. 
Extend law of sines: In a triangle ABC with circumradius R and sides 
a, 8, 7 the following relations hold: 


a B a 
snA sinB  sinC 


2R. 


Heron’s formula: The area of triangle ABC with sides a, 6, y is equal to 


area[ABC] = \/s(s — a)(s — B)(s — 9), 


1 
where s = 3 (@ + 6+) is the semiperimeter of the triangle. 
Isometric transformation: A mapping f : C > C preserving the distance. 
Lagrange’s theorem: Consider the points A;, ..., A, and the nonzero 
real numbers m1, ..., Mn such that m =m ,+---+m, 40. The following 
relation holds for every point M in the plane: 


> m ;M A} = mMG? + 5 mGA;, 


j=l at 
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where G is the barycenter of the set {A1, ..., A,} with respect to weights 
M41, «++ 5 Mn. 

Modulus of a complex number: The real number |z| = Va? + 62, where 
z=atbi. 

Morley’s theorem: The three points of adjacent trisectors of angles form 
an equilateral triangle. 

Nagel line of a triangle: The line J, G, N. 

nth roots of a complex number 2: Any solution Z of the equation 


Z” — zy = 0. 


nth roots of unity: The complex numbers 


2k 2k 
Ek = COS 7 + isin ae {0,1, ..., n—1}. 
nr n 


The set of all these complex numbers for a given n is denoted by U,,. 

Orthogonality condition: If ee) EG = 1,2,3,4, then lines M; Mp and 
€ iR*. 

Orthopolar triangles: Consider Hon ABC and points X, Y, Z situated 

on its circumcircle. Triangles ABC and XYZ are orthopolar (cr S-triangles) 

if the Simson—Wallace line of point X with respect to triangle ABC is 

orthogonal to line Y Z. 

Pedal triangle of point X: The triangle determined by projections of X 

on the sides of triangle A BC. 

Polar representation of a complex number z = x + yi: The represen- 

tation z = r(cost* + isint*), where r € [0, 00) and ¢* € [0, 27). 

Primitive nth root of unity: An nth root ¢ € Uy, such that «™ ¥ 1 for all 

positive integers m < n. 

Quadratic equation: The algebraic equation az? + br +c =0, a,b,c € C, 


a#0. 


1 = 
Real product of complex numbers a and b: a- b= 5 (ab + ab). 


M3M, are orthogonal if and only if = 


Reflection across a point: The mapping s,, :C > C, s.,(z) = 2z — z. 
Reflection across the real axis: The mapping s:C > C, s(z) =7. 
Rotation: The mapping rz : C > C, ra(z) = az, where a is a given complex 
number. 
Rotation formula: Suppose that A(a), B(b), C(c) and C is the rotation 
of B with respect to A by the angle a. Then c = a+ (b—a)e, where ¢ = 
cosa +7sina. 
Similar triangles: Triangles A; A2 A3 and B, B2B3 with the same orientation 
are similar if and only if 

a2 — a1 by — bi 


a3 — ay ~ bg — by° 
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Simson- Wallace line: For a point M on the circumcircle of triangle ABC, 
the projections of M on lines BC, CA, AB are collinear. 

Translation: The mapping t,, : C > C, tzo(z) = z+ 20. 

Trigonometric identities: 


sin? z + cos? 2 = 1, 
1+ cot? « = esc? a, 


tan? 2 + 1 = sec? a; 


addition and subtraction formulas: 


sin(a + b) = sin a cosb+cos a sinb, 
cos(a + b) = cos a cosb¥# sin a sind, 
tana + tanb 
tan(a + b) = oe ee 
1+ tanatanb 
cotacotb = 1 
cot(a + b) = is : 


cota+cotb ’ 


double-angle formulas: 


: : 2tana 
sin2a = 2sin a cosa = ———_,_, 
1+ tan‘ a 
; 1—tan?a 
cos 2a = 2cos* a — 1 = 1 — 2sin? a = ——__, 
1+ tan‘ a 
2tana 
tan 2a = ——_,_; 
1— tana 


triple-angle formulas: 


sin3a = 3sina — 4sin? a, 
cos 3a = 4cos* a — 3cosa, 


3tana —tan*®a 


tan 3a = ; 
1— 3tan 
half-angle formulas: 
Ae a  1-—cosa 
in® — = ——_—_, 
2 2 
ree 1+ cosa 
a 
a  1-—cosa sina 
tan > = = 


2 sina  1+cosa’ 
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sum-to-product formulas: 


: ‘ . a+b a—b 
sina + sinb = 2sin cos 5? 
a+b a—b 
cosa +cosb = 2cos cos 5 
si b 
tana+tanb= sale 2) 
cosacosb 
difference-to-product formulas: 
: : . a—b a+b 
sina — sinb = 2sin cos 5? 
.a-b, at+b 
cosa — cosb = —2sin sin ‘ 
2 2 
in(a —b 
tana — tanb = sesso) ) ; 
cos a.cos b 


product-to-sum formulas: 


2 sinacosb = sin(a + b) + sin(a — 5), 
2 cosacosb = cos(a + b) + cos(a — b), 
2 sinasinb = —cos(a + b) + cos(a — b). 


Viete’s theorem: Let 71, 22, ..., Ln be the roots of the polynomial 
P(x) = ana” + Qn—12" | +++» +012 + ao, 


where a, #4 0 and ag, a1, ..., Gn € C. Let sz be the sum of the products of 
the x; taken k at a time. Then 


macaiti 


9 


that is, 
Qn-1 
t+ a2+-+++4n = ——, 


An—2 
U1LQ+e+++ LiX; + 2n-10y, = * 
n 


a 
TX2°°* In = eee 
nr 
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